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ADVENTURES IN WILD AUS-
’ TRALIA. -

Although at the time I started for Aus-
tralia I was twenty-nine years old, and wag,
therefore, scarcely entitled to be termed a
youth, I caught at the opportunity of going
to this strangest of all strange lands with
all the eagerness of a youthful mind.

Strange countries and strange peoples,
curious customs and thrilling adventures—
~theso are what take the fancy of youth.

1f you consult your world’s history you

| will find that, although the Portuguese had

probably touched upon the. western coast
of Australia as early ns 1601, and Luis de
“Torres had in 1606 discovered the straits
which bear his name, it is to the patient
efforts of the Dutch navigators that the
discovery of the fifth continent is due,
more than a century after Christopher
Columbus landed at San Salvador.

You will also find that the first English
settlement—a penal colony of one thousand
convicts—wus established in New South
Wales as late as 1788, one year before
George Washington was inaugurated as
first President of the United States of
America.

These dates show how far behind America
Australia was in her starb toward civiliza-
tion, yet she covers an area nearly as great
as that of the United States, exclusive of
Alaska, and the southern portion of the
continent is highly civilized. Fere wo
find large cities, immense wealth, vast
resources, and a thriving and ambitious
population, whose annual exports to the
mother country, Great Britian, amount to
two hundred million dollars.

The first house in Melbourne was built
in 1825, but when I was there, in 1880, T
found a city of three hundred thousand
inhabitants, with many handsome public
edifices, .sind 2 magnificont parliament
house in course of erection ; for the facado
of which, I was told, it had been contem-
plated to import marble from Carrara, Italy.

Sydney, the capital of New South Wales,
is nearly as large as Melbourne, and a city
of immense wealth. Victoria and Ade-
laids—nenr which gold mines were dis-
covered in 1851—are also centres of well-
rewarded activity.

In 1839 England yielded to the vigorous
protest of the free settlers and ceased de-
porting its eriminuls to Australin, Up to
that date sixty thousand conviets had been
senb. out. ' :

In the civilized parts of the country exis-
tence i3 made easy and plessant, Any-
thing one wishes may be obtained for
money.- Ladies frequently send to Pavis
or London for their dresses. In fact, all
that civilization affords in the way of luxury
can ensily be procured,

But i was not for the purpase of study-
‘ing civilization that I went to. Australia.
When, on May 23, 1880, I.stepped abroad
o sailing-vessel .whose Norwegian name

was nearly -as long as its mast,—
¢ Blinar- Tambars Ijeelver,—I was
commissioned by the University of
Christianian to study the fauna and
the aborigines of the Australian Con-
tinent. . :

Nuture here offers the commereial
man next to nothing. There are
scarcely any fruits or edible roots,
no good gane,.no domestic animals,

hardly any drinkable water ; and the fish
taste of mud. Everything had to be intro-
duced from Rurope, from potatoes to
grapes, from horses to rabbits ; but once
introduced, they thrive wonderfully—
especially the rabbits, for the extermination
of which there is a. standing offer of one
hundred and twenty-five thousand. dollars.
The famous French savant, Pasteur, has
tried tosolve the problem presented by the
rabbit plague, but has failed.

Yet, pioor asit isin original resources,
this is verily the wonderland of the natura-
lisk, It is evident.that Australia is the
vegion which has -undergone the least
change iu Jater geologic times. It is in the
main now’ what it was during the early.
part of the tertiary period. -

This ** Land of the Dawning” reveals to
us a primitive and peculiar form of animal
life, The majority of its mammals belong
to tho curious order of Marsupials, or ani-
mals Which haye a pouch in which they
carry their young. They are the most
ancient of all known mammals,  The fossil
remains of animals of this order are found
in tho secondary and tertiary deposits of
Europe and America,

Theso singular relics of a past age have
now no other living representatives, with
the exception of one family—the Didel-
phyide—found in Amerien. But in Aus-
tralia they flourish in the most varied
forms, and assumein nature the place filled
in other portions of the world by the most
different groups.

Some are carnivorous, others herbivor-
ous. Somo live on the earth, others in
trees. Some approach in formn the wolf,
others marmots, weasels, squirrels, dor-
mice, ete. Yebt they all possess common
structural and other peculiavities, which
show them to be members of one stock,
presenting only an outward resemblunce
to the old-world types, with which they
have no real aflinity.

" Tho natives often described to me alarge

carnivorous marsupial called by them
“yarri,” which approaches in form the
larger members of the feline tribe, and
therefore may. properly be called a mar-
supial tiger. .

Unfortunately, notwithstanding repeated
attempts, involving many dangers and pri-
rabions, I was unable to secure the speci-
men I wag so anxious to possess of this in-
teresting antipodean animal,

The Jargest and best known of the mar-
supials, the kangaron, sometimes attains a
height of seven or cight feet. ' Yet the
new-born offspring of this huge beast is no
larger than a human baby’s little finger,
and not unlike it in shape. This helpless,
naked, blind little being the mother picks
up with her mouth by a seeming miracle
of dexterity, and places in. her pouch,
where it is nourished for several weeks,
and gradually assumes the form - of its
parents. ' o -

Pouch and little one grow simultane-. yard supplied with drinking-water. That
-is'the lowest position, and draws the least.

ously, and the young kangaroo is soon able
to take excursions from itsplace of refuge.
These become more frequent and more ex-
tensive, the strength of the infant kangaroo
increasing until finally it no longer needs
‘maternal care. S

Here also are to be found the most pecu-
liar inammals on earth—the Monotrematce.
This singular order is divided: by.natura-
lists into-two.genera : The duck-bill platy-
pus  (Ornithorynchus anatinus) and the
echidna or spiny ant-eater. " :

The duck-bill somewhat -resembles a
water-mole, but is provided with a duck’s
bill and webbed fect ; and the spiny ant-
eater is not unlike our porcupine.” It has
quills, and when alarmed rolls itself up in
a bull.” It is a good swimmer, although
its feet are not webbed, and it shows its
strength . by rapidly disappearing in the
sand or loose earth when pursied. '

" Both of these interesting mammals pos-
sess marsupial bones, but nopouch. They
lay eggs like birds and hatch them, and
then suckle theiryoung ! S
~ Among birds, Australin possesses some
remarkable species, suchas the megapodius,
or jungle-hen, and the talegalla, or brush-
turkey. These. do not themselves hatch
their cggs but, like reptiles, bury them in
large mounds of earth and decayed vege-

able matter, The fermentation of this
produces heat,. by means of which the eggs
are hatched. :

These mounds, which are built by several
females associated forthe purpose, are so

| large that at first they were mistaken for

the burial places of the natives.

There is o saying that in Australia-the
women have no beauty and the flowers
no fragrance ; while the birds do not'sing,
and the dogs do not bark, Without ven-
turing a scientific opinion upon the first
point, I'can testify to the truth of the rest.

Europe has white swans—Australia pos-

sesses black ones. - It has black cockatoos,.

wagtails that wag their tails sidewise in-
stead of up and down, and bees that do
not sting. * In Burope, trees.are the pride
of the land-owners, and givograteful shade
to man and beast ; but the leaves of many
Australian trees are set -on edge, so that
scarcely. any. shade. is cast by. them, and
many other kinds'of trees are leafless.

In Australin there'are trées that shed
their bark instead of their leaves, cherries
whose stones grow outside the berry in-
stead of inside, pears whose thick- end
grows nearest to the stalk, and many other
abnormalities.

The cherries and pears are not, however,

as remarkable as  they may at first appear..

The Australian cherry is in reality bub an
enlarged berry-like stalle, while the fruit
proper is an unsavory, hard nut, growing
at the extreme end of the stalk; and the
Australian-pear is really not a pear, but an
entirely different, uneatable fruit, as hard
as wood,—Carl Lumholtz, in Youth's Com-

panion,
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“I HAVE GOT MY LESSONS.”

BY REV. GMORGE A. GATES.
President of Town College, Grinne), To.

A few days ago a young lady asked per-
mission to spend the evening away from
home. Upon the suggestion’s being made
that the time might better be put on her
books, she replied, *‘why, I have got my
lessons.”

Let me elucidate that text, **I have got
my lessons,” by an illustration. Not long
ago I was looking over one of the great
saw-mills on the Mississippi River in com-
pany with tho superintendent of the mill.
As we ¢amo to one room he said, ¢ T want
you to notice the boysin this room, and I
will tell you about them afterward.”
There were some half-dozen boys at work
on saws, with various machines, some

‘broadening tho points of the teeth, some

sharpening them, some cutting the slots
deecper. There was one lad standing lean-
ing against a bench, apparently trying to
do nothing and succeeding. After we had
passed out-of the room the superintendent
said to me: - **That room is my sieve.
Tho fine boys go through that sieve. to
higher uses and higher pay.. The coarse
boys remain in the sieve, and are thrown
out as refuse, so far as this mill is con-
cerned.” Then he explained what he
meant, I pick upa boy who wants to
work in the mill, and give him the job of
keoping the men in all parts of the milland

-

" pay, for the reason, of course, that there is
, the least head-work required, Then I say
,to that boy: ‘When you have nothing
else to do, go into this room, and then I
shall know where to find yon when I want
you.” But there isa much more important
reason why I send him theve.. Ina busi-
. ness like this, hands arve constantly chang-
ling. A good deal of the work, as you will
see by watching the machines and those
that manipulate them, requiresa Ligh de-
gree_of attention, ehergy, and good judg-
ment, In the close competition of modern
business life, whether this. great mill runs
at a margin of profit or loss will sometimes
depend upon the one man.who runs the
gang-saw.  Consequently, I must be look-
ing out for the best mén to pub into these
responsiblepositions which draw the largest
pay. Now I put tho water-boy into
this room where there are seversl kinds
of work being done. There are pieces of
broken saws lying about and some of the
tools that are used on them.
boy. If he goes to handling those broken
saws, looking them over, trying them,
practising on them with the touls there,
busices himself watching the other boys at
their machines, asks questions about how
the work is done, and is constantly occu-
pied in svme way or another in his Jeisure
moments, why that is the kind of boy that
is very soon promoted to work on the ma-
chines, and is pushed ahead just as rapidly
as opportunity offers. He soon goesto a
better position and better pay, and I
get a new water-boy. He has gone through
the sieve.” But there is another kind of
boy. When he has time off duty, he oceu-
pies himself in that room doing nothing.
He stares listlessly about, leans up agninst
the benches, crosses one leg over the other,
puts in a good deal of time whistling, stares
about ont of the window, evidently wish-
ing he were out there, watches the clock
to sce how soon he can quit work. If he
talks with the boys who'are at work, it is
not to ask questions, but to bother them
with some nonsense or other. I often do

touls around under his nose. I ask him
questions about them. I talk with him
about his future prospects. I do all thatI
can to crowd him into some sort of decent
physieal or intellectual energy. If the boy
has any wale-up in him, well and good.
If he has not, he is simply refuse matter,
I don’t want such a boy in this mill, even
as a water-boy.”

The college is that room for the young
men and women that come to it. The
mill is the universe. You are put in
rthe midst of opportunities. More eyes

you do with them., You are thrown inton
live, intellectudl atmosphere. It is a
“little world” of Dbooks, of discovery, of
knowledge in many departments. All,
faculty and students, arelearning and grow-
ing. Whena new student comes, the ques-
tion at once up for decision is, Is it going
to be possible for him to cateh the spirib
that is in the air all about him, or is he
going forever to remanin in & position of
“getting lessons” and nothing more t—
Golden Rule.

—————n

CLOCES THAT KEEP TIME.

There dre some clocks that tell time, and
gome that only tell the right time twice
every duy. These are the dummy clocks
which jewellers often have for signs in
frout of their stores. Have you ¢vér seen
them ? and if so, have you noticed that
almost all of them point to the same time

if you have thought of them at all you
supposed as I did, that they were made to
point to any hour that the workman who
made them might fancy ; but that is not so.
A gentleman standing near one the other
day said : **TI never see one of those elock-
faces that I don't think of Abraham Lin-
coln,”

“Why 8o ?” said his friend.

‘“Because those clocks mark the hour
and mowment when he was shot. The

cided that all such clock-faces should be
set at 8.17, and this has been done so gen-
erally since that you scarcely ever see one
which is noti in this way a sad reminder of

tian Advocatc.'

I watch that.

all Tean to help such a boy. T push the’

than you think are watching to see what’

—seventeen minutes after cight 7 Perhaps’

Jewellers’ Association after his death de--

the tragic death of a great man,”—Chris-|




