THE ENQUIRER. 3

this was the promulgation of strict municipal laws and regalations,
and theif rigorous execution by an impartial and firm distribution
ef justice, He was sensible however that he could not by Him-
seif personally every where be'the dispenser of that-justice, and
the ditkc¢ulty, nay the impossibility of meeting within his domibi-
eus many, duly quu itied to-represent him 1n his distént'provin-
ces, he was compelied to ‘udopt the ‘plan of sending ‘the small
" number of people of thut description ubout him, to sed to the due
execution 6f the laws and to puaish their transgression, ~
* These laws are equally remurkuble by their sinplicity and their
wisdom, . . SR
The whole kingdom was divided and subdivided in’fegard-to
territory and population, and.each of these subdivisious contaived
one hundred heads of families, whict 'were under the  guthority of
a.-publiq officer; the territory topk the denomination of the hwm-
dred.and the officer that of High Constable or Head borough. ;,
_The whole population of egch subdivision was respousible for all
the dumages that might -accrue from the commission of -crimes
within is respective lirils,and to prevent negligence jn reprei-
sing disorder, another regulation was this, that not.ung individual
could settle’in any other hundred, besides his own, withoat the
congent of the inhubituuts of that hundred where he wished to re-
move himself. The heavy responsibility laid upon them made
them $éry éautious 'how 'they gave thai consent: it was preceded,
Hy the strictest enquiry about the conduct and the rejlutation of
the applicait for it, and thus they tbthined 'as codiplete a know-
‘redgeof hid character as if he had been sithis lite settled’ amoiig’

them .
! Sifecess alttended ‘completely thie wisdom 'of tbewejre%uiaﬁdgs,‘
and th réign of Alffed subsequéiit 1o’ théir enactment wad' ré-
markdblé for its tranquillity. Nevertheless ‘mab_ is always maiy,
too often led astray by ‘the violence of Kis passions, -It'Was 'ge-
(éssary 10 protect society and punish'driminals, and this was 'the
daty of those ambulatory judges, to eath of whom was ‘dssigned’a;
certain” éircuit und the places where they were fo hold thélh as~’
Nzes, . .

The - commission of crimes shuns always the Hrodd W&%’_’;ﬁb‘e’
perpetrator ofideeds of wickedmess seldom choses his theutra!Whire
the eyes of man can witness-them.: +Itjs therefore oftew difficule’
to conyince him.-on positive evidence; It is-trde thatiimany’
cases mere presuinptiveris &gaslly satisfactory - to juatify:ihis
condemnation. But it .may lkewise -huppen- that' presutnptive’
evidence as to facts is nct sufhieutly strong to- sutisfy’ the vou
science of the judge who.is.40 puss:sentence on. the acéused.  what-i
evér_be besides his internal couviction of his guilt..

, If the judge.had had the opportunity af bejypgacquainted.
<ith the general tenor ‘of the conduct of the accused then befare
him, lie might have addeéd the moral presumption wcerajng' from



