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that when the Norsemen first touched American soil they found
the Eskimo already in possession is also certain. Yet it was not
these bold adventurers who gave this curious people the name by
which they are most generally known.

The name «Eskimo” was given to them by the Abenaki, a
tribe of Indians in Southern Labrador. It is an abbreviation of
« Bskin:autsik,” which means «eating raw fish,” in allusion to
their repulsive custom of eating both fish and flesh without taking
the trouble to cook it. The Eskimo themselves assert very em-
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phatically that they are «Innuit;” that is, «the people,” just as
though they were the only people in the world (and, by the way,
it is worth noticing that each particular tribe of these « Huskies”
thinks itself the entire population of the globe until undeceived
by the advent of visitors).

When Eric the Red sailed across from Iceland to Greenland
(somewhere about the year 985), he found many traces of the
Eskimo there; and when Tlorvald, some twenty years later,
ventured as far south as Vinland, identified as the present
Martha's Vmeyard (with which he was so delighted that he ex-
claimed: “Here is beautiful land, and here wish I to raise my




