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(4) B>' open assistance, or prcventing the
pupil b>' untiniel>' assistance.

MODE 0F PROPOSING QUEST101JS.

Questions are divided according to the
method of proposing themn and receiving
answers thereto,into .Sirnita>ieoiis or Concert,
J'd;vidical or Conseadive, Cass or Pronmis-
citur, including#the Si/eiit -nte/kiod.

In the imzdjtaneous inethod the class is
addressed as a whole, and. ail are expected
to answer. Although this niethod awvakens
an interest ini ciass and. school, aids the
timîd to overconie their Idiffldence, secures
uniformit>' and cuitivates the voice, and
niakes the school show af) to advantage, yet
it does flot secure the working of each
pupil. Some pupils through indolence or
ignorance, will flot answer at ail, others
iil catch up the answer suggested by their

neighbors and thus appear to be doing ver>'
well. The whole aflâir is oni>' a show.
Pupils thus trained are flot trained at ail,
and'when individual>' asked the sarne ques-
tions the>' fail miserab>'. 13> this rnethod
answers are purel>' mechianical, general>'
consisting of single words. If the question
requires thought, the answers 'viii be shaped
in so many îvays as there are pesofls
attempting to aniver it, and what a jargon
ensues.

In the hidividitat or ('oisecutive metliod
the class is so arranged, that the exercises
unifornil> begin at a given place ini the class
and pass in order from, head to foot. If
reliance can be placed on the attention ofi
al], seriotis objection cannot be taken to
this nîethod. The youthtul mind, however,
is too volatile to allov of such dependence
beirig placed upon it-during inactivit>' the
attention ivili wander. This ma>' be pre-

Ivented to some extent by requiring the in-
attentive one to repeat the last question or
last answer given. If hie cannot proceed
some imposition is laid on him. I think,
however, that the imposition should be laid
on the tçacher and flot on the I)upil-the

former should adopt such nieans as may
avoid thc probabilit>' of* the latter falling
froni grace. While this inethod hias many
exceilencies,it lias more fauîts than countexs
balance its good qualities. Generally,
pupils do flot prepare the lesson untîl they,
ascertain the part of the wvork likel>' to, fali
to, their share. The>' set at work vigorously
to prepare this, while ail the other part is.
omitted, and as soon as his part cf the
recitation is over cach pupil feels no further
responsibility, and in larger classes there is.
a probabilit>' some pupils na>' be slighted
altogether.

The Glaçs or Promiscuous rnethod, includ-
ing the Silent-method, consists as its name
implies in asking questions to any rnember
of the class, irrespective of tume, place or
order. No pupil knows how inuch hie will
be required to recite, therefore, hie is comn-
pelled to get the 'vhole lesson; he is hiable
to, be called upon to recite at an>' incment,
hence lie must be attentive; and as lie may
be required to finish the statenient part>'
made by another, lie mutst keep in nîind the
connection. 13> this inethod a maximum of
work is secured in a minimum of tinie.
There are various ways of proceediiîg b>'
this-method. (i) The teacher proposes the
question,and ail who are pepared to answer
taise the hand or stand up. Some one is
requested to state his answer. Afil who.
agree wvith Mîim lowver the hand or sit dowvn,
the others retain their position, the answver
is taken froni one of these, &c. Tt must
not be taken for granted tiîat ail who do flot
intirnate their readliness to, answer, are igno-
rant of the true ansiver. There are somne
modest conscientious pupils whio think they
can answer, but are afraid to make the at-
teimpt, lest they should fail; on the contrat>',
bold, confiderit pupils, corne to a conclusion
without giving an>' thoughit to the work and
perchance the>' are wrong, but wlien the
correct answer is givren the>' sudd:-nly te-
menîber it and act accordingly, fthus gaining
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