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THE GREAT PRIOR'S REPLY TO “ LONDON FREEMASON.”

To the Editor of the London Freemason:

. Dear Sir axp Brormer,—I trust
you will permit me to occupy some
little space in the columns of the
Freemason to reply to the very cutting
eriticism on my last allooution, deliv-
eved before the Great Priory of Can-
ada, which appeared in your issue of
the 25th of August, 1888, and only
very lately seen by me.

The writer, presumably Rev. Dr.
Woodford, better known as *Masonic
Student,” has thought proper to in-
dulge in the most dogmatic assertions
and has severely taken me fo task for
disseminating my ideas on what I
congider the origin of Freemasonry
in its connection with the Templar
Order. Now, if I recollect aright,
¢sMasonic Studeat” was quite as
fierce and dictatorial with the theories
advanced by our esteemed and talent-
ed brother, T. B. Whytehead, of
York, England, when he first began
to writeon Christian Masonry, but has
lived to see his error and change his
mind.

The history of Masonry is neces-
garily bard to find. The snows of
{ime having obliterated the foot-prints
of our ancient brethren, and the only
ohance we have of recovgring the
¢pack {rack” is by careful inquiry and
co-og”eration in suggestive thoughts.
This,” however, “Masonic Student”

does not appear to consider at all
necessary, looking upon his own de-
ductions as all that is required, and
coudemning everything not in accord
with them, quite ignoring the host of
authors of the German, French and
even English schools as valueless, al-
though some of them have been
engaged during & fair .life-time in
close investigation and research, and
have given the result of their labore
long years ago in voluminous works.
Yet all these seem nothing in his
eyes, having fully convinced himself
that his épse dixit in the pages of the
Freemason will make complete revolu-
tion in all Masonic history. Surely
this dictatorial and one-sided view 13
not the way to bring to light the
hidden secrets of the past. With all
dae deference to his opinions, and
being fully aware that we live in s
Masonic age where nothing specula-
tive is “historically” admissable, I
feel strongly that it is right to push
forward speculations and theories in
every possible direction. It is only
by doing this that we have the least
chauce of hitting the right track, now
nearly totally obliterated.

The theories of Bro. Carson, of
Ohio, U. 8. A., appear to me to com-
mend themselves very closely indeed
to my mind, and for the following
reasons, viz: “The earliest publish-



