
IHE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN,
AND

Edftor & FrprOlitor. f J î0 P. g, 15 a âvno

VOL. XVII. PORT HIOPE, ONT., NOVMMER 15, 1883. No. 11.

THEl GREAT MROR'S REPLY TO " LONDON FPREIIMASON."

2'o thse Editor of thse Londlon Freemasoa-

.DEAR SIR AN4D BRtOTUER,-I trust
yrou will permit me to occupy somae
littie space in tbe columns of the
.Freemassrn to reply to the very outting
critiaiema on my last allocution, deliv-
êred before the Great Priory of can-
a.da, 'which appeared in your issue of
the 25th of August, 1888, au&. only
very lately seen by me.

The writer, presumably iRev. Dr.1
Woodford, botter known as IlMasonie
Student," lias thouglit proper to in-
dlulge in the most doginatie assertions
anad bas severely taken me to task for
dlisseminating my ideas on what 1
consider the orngin of Freemasonry
in its connection with the Templar
Order. Now, if I recolleet ariglit,
"Masonio Student" wsis quite as
flerce and dictatorial witli the theories
avanced by our esteemcd and talent-
ed brother, T. B. Whytehead, of
'York, England, when lie firat began
to 'write on Christian Masonry, but lias
lived, to see his errer and change bis
mind.

The history of Masonry is neces-
sarily hard te find. The snows of
time having obliterated the foot-prints
of our ancient bretliren, andl the only
obance we have of recovgring the
"back track" is, by careful inquiry and
co-opgation ini suggestive thouglits.
Tehis, holwever, ,masonie student"

does not appear te consider at al
necessary, looking upon hie own de-
ductions as ail that is required, an.
condemning everything flot in accord
with them, quite, ignoring the host of
autliors of the German, French ana
even Englieli echools as valueiese, al-
though some of tliem have been
engagea during a fair .life-time ini
close investigation and researcli, anù
have given the resuit ûf their labors
long years ago in voluminous worlrs.
Yet ail theso seem notliing in hqf
eyes, having, fully convinced himself
tliat his il)Se dixit in thie pages of the
rieeiiasunz wilI make complote revolu-
tion in ail Masonie history. Surely
this dictatorial and one-sided view is
not tlie way to bring te liglit the
hidden secrets of the past. NVith ail
due deference to bis opinions, ana
being fully aware that we live in a
Masonie age where nothing specula-
tive is "hbistonically" admissable, I
feel strongly that it is riglit te push
forward speculations and theories in
every possible direction. It is only
by doing this that we have the least
chance of hitting the right track, now
Inearly totally obliterated.

The theonies of ]3ro. Carson, of
'Ohio, U5. S. A., appear to me to cern-
mena themelves very closely indeea
te My mind, and for the following

1 reasens, viz: "'Te earliest publish.


