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The quince thrives best on a strong clay loam, that is well drained,
has been deeply plowed and is in a good state of cultivation. In pre-
paring the soil for a plantation of quinces, it is very desirable that the
sub-soil should be thoroughly broken up and loosened by the sub-soil
plow, and the surface well pulverized. In this the trees may be planted
ten feet apart each way, which will give four hundred and thirty trees
to the acre. It surely is not necessary to tell the readers of the
CANADIAN HORTICULTURIST that the planting should be done with care,
and after it is completed, each tree should be well mulched with a good
thick covering of coarse, strawy manure. The space between the
Vows may be planted with potatoes, which will perhaps insure the
tillage of the ground. In the autumn, fork in the manure that was
placed around the trees as a mulch, and replace it with a fresh supply,
this will not only protect the roots from severe frosts, but will fill the
soil with food for the tree by the time that it starts into growth again.
In the spring, plowr the ground between the rows, not running so near
to the quince trees as to injure the roots, stir the soil lightly around the
trees; we say lightly, for the quince roots are comparatively small and
fibrous, and might be seriously broken and injured by a too energetic
use of the digging fork; and then sow the whole broadcast with salt at
the rate of ten bushels to the acre, which will be sufficient to half
conceal the ground under each tree. Do not neglect to apply the salt,
it is essential to your fullest success. Not only will the quince tree
bear salt, but the tree will be more healthy, and yield more and better
fruit than if it be withheld; indeed if any of our readers have quince
trees that do not yield fruit, they will bring them at once into bearing
if they will give them a dressing of salt and manure,

This treatment should be kept up from year to year, a top-dressing
around each tree in the autumn, manure enough on the ground between
the rows in spring to make it yield a good crop of potatoes or of some
other root, and salt around the quince trees at least, and as they in-
crease in size the salt should be extended over the whole, and it will
be found to be beneficial to the root crops as well. When the quince
trees have grown to such size that it is no longer profitable to grow
roots among them, let not that prevent the quince orchard from
receiving an abundant supply of manure and good tillage. A plantation
treated in this way will begin to bear in three years, and will continue
to yield profitable crops for ten times that length of time.


