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INTERESTING VISIT TO A GUANO ISLAND.

kmongst all the new-fangled man res initro-
by experinentalizin, agrieulturists, during

,ç lasat twenty years, not une lias been so jpidly
is1 universally adopted as guitan. Its astonish-
Lg fertilizing qualities, and easy mode of appli-

.4anoi have rendered it a general favotite with
ý e farmers, though the immenbe uistance of the

aces froin which it is chiefly ubtaiied, and its
ennquent high price, must limit its use, even
' the supplies were inexhaustible.
iTe island of Ichaboe, on the west coast of

frica, from whence crutano vas first obtamned m
rge quantities, is perhaps the most remarkable
stance of a desolate rock becoming suddeily
e port of destination for huntdreds of large ships,
ald lie source of immense wealth to numerous

mdividuials. But Ichaboe was soon exhausted,
4tîd the dusty treasure that had for many centu-

es been accumulating on its rocky bosom, was
terally swept away. Thte once busy island lias
oV retuirned to its former loneliness, and the
eet of ships that gathered round it, seek on stilt
ure distant cuasts, the fertihlzmig pow-ler that
all fatten the impoverisled fields of Old World
muntries.
More than half the guano imported during the
st ten years, lias been obtamned from a siail
soup of islands called the Chincas, that lie off
-e port of Pisco, on the Peruvian coast. Of these

auds, the largest, Sangallan, has very little
ano npon it, the principal deposits being found
tiree smaller ones, tIhe most northern of the

touP. These are distinguished as the North,
iiddle, and Souti Islands. The North island
'-s been constantly worked ever since the intro-
eJction of guano. The middle one lias also been
casionally invaded ; but thie South island, on
hich we believe the accumulation to be great-
t, remains untouched.
Every ship bountd to the Chincas is compelled
anhelor at Pisco, in order to pass the necessary
ýsstom-housse fornalities, before proceedîng to
r loading grounl. A couple of hours are then
fûicient te carry her across the few miles of
-ter that intervene, and she soon drops her
chor amongst the numerous fleet that is ever
ying off the island, waiting their turn to load.
_e odorous scent of the guano is distinctly per-
ptible at several miles distance, and is far from
pleasant, when thus mingled with the pure.
a air.
The first duty of the crew after the ship's arri-
1is to discharge the extra ballast, and as the
plains have no dread of port oflicers, or harbor
sters, the sand or stone is quietly tossed over
ý side, until there is barely sufficient.left in the
d to keep the vessel on an even keel. In the
antime the long boat is hoisted out of her berth
dships, and a part of her crew are busily em-
yed in bringing off boat-loads of «uano from

Island, to replace the dischargeJ' ballast.-

The peculiar odour pervades the whole ship-the
care fu lly tarred rigging becomes a dirty brown,
while the snow white decks and closely furled
sails, assume the same dark hue.

On the side next thie mainland, the islands
risc precipitately froi the sea to a considerable
height, presenting only a bare, dark wall of rock.
Fron the upper edge of the precipice, ite huge
rnound of guano sTopes rapidly upwards for a
short distance, and then spreads mit, r. el sur-
face that gradually desceîîds on every other side
to within a fcw y ards of the vater. lere and
there, liuge craggy poinits thrust their white heads
throu«h the brown ciust of guano, which has com-
pletely filled up the deep lollows that have ori-
ginally existed in the island, and would soon,
Iad it iot been disturbed, ldve covered even the
crests of what were once tait pinnacles. The
only safe landing pltce is on a nîarrow strip of
beach, the remainder of the island being sur-
rounded by low rock, aiiîd simall detached reefs ;
but the irregular formation has grealy facilitated
the loading, of ships, enabling the crevs to ac-
complish tiat in a few days, wlich, under other
circumstances, must have cost tlen studious
weeks of labor. Close to the face of the rock the
water is deep enough to float the largest mer-
chantman; and the steady constancy of the trade-
wind, which rarely increases here beyond a
pleasant breeze, enables the ship to lie in perfect
safety in close contact with her two most dan-
mus enemies-a rocky island, and a dead lee
shore.

laving taken aboard by her boats sufficient
guano to ballast lier, the ship is hlauled in close
to the steep reef, to which she is securely bound
with warps and chaits, two anchors being drop-
ped to seaward, to enable her to haul oi again
when loaded.

Down to the very edge of the precipice, on its
sunmit, comes thle point of a trianîgular enclo-
sure, open at its base, and macle of strong stakes
driven into the solid guano, and closely knit to-
gether with iron chains. At the point resting
upon the edge of the cliff, there is a small open-
rig, to vhich there is firmly attached a wide

canvass pipe, which hangs clown the face of the
precipice, and passes into the hold of the vessel
beneath. The Enclosure, which will contain
several hundred t<ns, is filled with guano by the
Indian laborers, and a small line that encloses
the mouth of the pipe being slacked, the whole
mass is poured into the ship at a rate which very
soon completes her cargo. From different parts
Of the pipe, bow-lines lead to the mast-heads of
the vessel, and from tlience on deck, vhere they
are tended by the crew, who alternately haul
upon and slack them, so as to keep the long pipe
in motion, and prevent its choking. But however
well they may succeed in that effort, the men
have considerable difiiculty in avoiding some
such catastrophe in their own persons; for the
guano, after falling from so great an elevation,
rises through the hatchways in one immense
cloud, that conpletely envelopes the ship, and
renders the inhaling of anything else but
dust almost a matter of impossibility. The men


