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men who hire themselves ont for farm labour is
not in any way so important as the class with us.
Farm labourers are not numerous, as large farm-
ers requiring their services are anythiag but nu-
inerous themselves. Tîîeir place is taken by the
body of pe isent proprietore, who may be said, in
generail terme, to represent our agricultural la.
bourerclass. I have travelled prettyexensively
on the Continent, and I confess to having formed
a very favourable opinion as to tbe condition of
the agrieulturists of the lower ranks. Time will
only permit me however to glance at their con-
dition in Belgium; more especially that part of
it-.Flanders-where cult'vation stands so deserv-
edly high. Wa.es are not great; a farmer in the
aeighbourhood of Courtrai, who farmed about 90
acres, told me that he gave his labourers 67 cen-
times per day, that is about 'id. per day with an
ample supply of provision-meat,bread and soup.
From a franc to a franc and a quarter may be
stated perhaps as the average without provis-
ions. Narly all the labourers have smali plots
of ground, which they have time to cultivate, and
which they do with the most pains-tsking care.
That the condition of the labourer is in every
way a comfortable one, even a cursory investiga-
tion will easily show. The clothing ii wonder-
fully good, fur above--specia'ly in the linen
department-that of our labourers. In the dis-
tricts where the small plots of land are cultivated
by the peasent propietors pleas.nt signs of per-
sonal and housebohl comfrt abound everywhere.
' he village streuts through which one passess how
lttle of the squalid untidinese which too often
greets the eye of the traveilbr in this country; and
seldom is he offdnded with the sight of childzen
bouncing about in all the Arab freedom of dirt
and rage which characterises too many of the
rising youths of our own villages. Nor, let me
add-which possibly is one grand reason of all
this comfort-do you see the drunkard stagger-
ing through the streets in the hop'e:ssess of con-
firmed degradation. The cottages are small, and
scautily furnished, according to our ideas of fur-
nishing ; but a scrupulous cleauliness atones for
this, and adds a charm which abundance of for-
nished wealth without it would not give. The
personal dress of both sexes gives you the
idea of great comfort, although in the mater-
ials employed you have no eviderce of the ahun-
dance of money. It simply tells of small fuads
laid out to highest economical advantage, than
which nothing I conceive is more satisfactory in
peasant life.-Mk'r R. S. Burn before the Lon.
don Farmer's Club.

WHAT TUE CHINESE EAT.-Rice is the staple
article of food wlth al! these thinamen, as with
the coolies and farmers, the only difference being
that they have their fish and vegetables in quan-
tity enough to be served up on seperate dishes,
and of much more expensive kinds than those
bought by the poorer men. A choice addition
consistsaof thin slices of pork fat, rolled up, cut

into lengths of about an inch, and until most of
thé grease is drawn out, leaving the rest crisp and
brown, and n:,t unpalatable. Bread is never eat-
en in the provinces south of Shantung, its place
being entirely taken by rice ; but there is a sort
of dunpliug made of flour, somý.times plain and
sometimes with mincemeat or dried fruit in it.
Small cakes &re also made from rice and barley
flour with se2ds lke carraways strewed on the
top. Heavy sponge cakes made in a mould, and
cakes made from bean flour, are also in request.
The Chinese aristocrat never feasts (if he eau help
it) without roast sucking pig for one dish, and of
roast p-g the part he prefers is the crackling.
Every reading child knows about bi d's-nest soep
and the Indian sea slug biche-de-mer. Eggs are
baked in clay until quite hard, and eaten in elices,
Deer's sinews and pig's cars are great favouriteP.
''hey have also excellent sou¡ s, tbickened Nvith
first-rate vermicelli. In Foo-chow.foo bacon and
hams are prepared, which many pronounce to be
as good as E nglish ; at all events, they are fa-
mous all over China, and are always a very ac-
ceptable pre.ent to the residents at the other
ports. They have even been exported to Amer!
caý though, no doubt, only ascuriosities. It is said
that the art of curing hame was introduced into
Foo-chow by a resident lenglish lady some twelve
years ago.-.ll the Year Round.

To drive and keep rats from corn-cribs and
granaries, place some gas-tar in them, and daub
some in tlheir hoIes, and they wiL leave the prem-
ises at once. The tar can be obtained at any
place where gas is manufactured.

To RNrovE CIAFF FRom AmMALs' EYES.-
Mr. (. E. Todd states, in the Ohio Farmer,
that he had a valuable cow which became part-
ly blinded with out chaff, and tried the varions
remedies commonly prescribed, but to no effect.
He then took a silk pocket-handkerochief, drew
it tightly over the end of the fore-floger, and after
raising the eye-lid as much as practicable, thrust
the covered finger carefully into the eye. The
chaff adhering to the silk was ut once removed.

NATURAL FcUNTAINS IN ICELAND.-Two of
these fountains, within ayard of each other, erupt-
ed alternately-the larger one vomiting a coltmn
ten feet high for the space of about fur minutes,
when it would entirely subside, and then the
smaller one took np the running fLr about three
minutes, ejecting a columu of abot five feet :
their regularity in time and force v-as perfect.
What gives rise to this remarkable phennmenon
I will not attempt to decide, but there are reliable
accounts of their regular habits for the last hun-
dred years.-celand ; its Volcanoes, Geye"rs-
and Glaciers.

THE CoNDITIONs oF Li,1F. - It is hard to
knowiwhether more to admire the variety of the
form under which food is supplied to the animal
creation or the simplicity of the fondamental


