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Moderr Literature and Elementary Instruction in
the Middie Ages.—No. 8.

In the 4wo preceeding articles on
this subject, we attemnpted, briefly, to
show the state of society, so far as
literature and elementary knowledge
is concerned, down to the 2nd of the
sixteenth century of the Christian
era. Qur object Is not to show in de-
tail, the nature and namber of discov-
eries and improvements made, during
the various periods of the world’s
history, for sueh a task would occupy
volumes, but simply, to show, in a
summary manner, the leading features
in the march of intellect. And 1t is
only as we descend the stream of time
and arrive close ot our own day--the
region of a more full and authentic
histury, that the clear day-light of
historie truth begins to enliven the
picture. .

Many are the graldations through
which the mind of man must necessa-
1il§ pass, inadvancing from that state
of barbarism and ignorance, i: which
the great mass of society «ice was,
to that hizh degree of civilization und
intellectusl refinement, whith mauy
countries have subsequently attained,

Having at iength passed through the
mists of tradition and the dresry
wast?, which occupied so loug a
spice in the intellectual chart, »nd
reached the confines of a region char-
acterised by an extraordmary decree
of intellcctual progress, we teel as if
standing on secred ground; thein-
vemion of paper and priming, and
the prac 1cal use of the compass, was
abeut to cau-e a revolation'in the
state of the worid, by the sp-ead of
knowledge. After this long perind
of darkness had passed, like a migaty
incubus over society, educativn oe-
came aprominent pare of Stare de ih-
erations. England, F ance. Pru-sia,
Germany, and other navons,  wd

lans for the spread of knowi.-dr:;
gut the educatim gfven, was prieor.
pally ennfine & to the higner clisae i
the comnon people stl! iwnorag ,
Shorily previ-us to thie tiun muny ot
the nohility ot Englind an  yune.
could not sigo th i namg . Sie-
cavley, the hstoriar ot v pptand,
speaking of an English eq e of te
17th century, says, thai i was * v



