ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE HIDATSA INDIANQ

and has” i its center a circular deprebsmn, for a fire-place,
. about a foot deep, and three or four feet wide, with an edging
“of flat rocks. These dwellings, being from thirty to forty feet -
in diameter, from ten to fifteen feet high in the center, and from
five to seven feet high at the eaves, are quite commodious. « The
“labor of constructing them is performed mostly by the women;
but in lifting and setting the heavier beams, the men assist. If,
with the ala of steel axes obtained from the whites, the task of
building such a house is no-easy one at this day, how difficult
it must have been a century ago, when the stone ax was their
~ best implement, and when the larger logs had to be burned
through in order that pieces of sultable lenfrth mlo'ht be ob-
tamed'

The frame of a lodge is thus m‘tde .—A number of stout
posts, from ten to ﬁfteen according to the size of the lodge,
and rising to the height of about ﬁve feet above the surface of -
the earth are set abf)ut ten feet apart in a circle. On the tops
- of these posts, solid baams are laid, extending from one to
another. 'Then, toward the center of the lodge, four more
posts are erected, of much greater diameter than the outer posts,
and rising to the height of ten or mote feet above the ground.
These four posts stand in the corners of a square of about
fifteen feet, and their tops are connected with four heavy logs -
or beams laid horizontally. From the four central beams to the
smaller external beams, lonrr poles, as rafters, are stretched at
an antrle of about 80° thh the horizon; and from the outer
beams to the earth a number of shorter poles are laid at an
angle of about 45°. Finally, a number of saplings or rails
' are laid horizontally to cover the space between the four cen-
tral-bgams, leaving only a hole for the combined skylight and
-chimney. This ﬁa,me is then covered with willows, hay, and
earth, as before mentioned; the covering being of equal depth
over all parts of the frame. Earlier writers speak of the sup- .
porting-posts of the lodge as being forked. N owadays, they
seldom take the trouble to obtain forked sticks for this purpose.

* From the above description, it will be seen that the outline
of a vertical section, or of the elevation of such a lodge, is neces-
-sarily an irregular hexagon, while that of its- ground—plan is




