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and has ii its center a circular depression, for a fire-place,

about a foot deep, and three or four fet wide, with an edging

of flat rocks. These dwellings, being from thirty to forty feet

in diameter, from ten to fifteen feet high in the center, and from

five to seven feet high at the eaves, are quite commodious. • The

labor of constructing them is performed mostly by the women;

but, in lifting and setting the heavier beams, the men assist. If,

with the ail'of steel axes obtained from the&whites, the task of

building such a house is no-easy one at this day, how difficult
it must have been a century ago, when the stone ax was their

best implement, and when the larger logs had to be burned

through in order that pieces of suitable length might be ob-

tained!
The frame of a lodge is thus made :-A number of stout

posts, fromr ten to fifteen, according to the size of the lodge,

and rising to the height of about five feet above the surface of

the earth, are set about ten feet apart in a circle. On the tops
of these posts, solil bams are laid, extending from one to
another. Then, toward the center .of the lodge, four more
posts are erected, of mucli greater diameter than the outer posts,
and rising to the height of ten or more feet above the ground.
These four posts stand in the corners of a square of about
fifteen feet, and their tops are connected with four heavy logs
or beams laid horizontally. FrQui the four central beams to the
smaller external beams, long poles, as rafters, are stretched at
an angle of about 300 with the horizon; and from the outer
beans to the earth a number of shorter poles are laid at an
angle of about 4.5. Finally, a number of saplings or rails
are laid horizontally to cover the space between the four cen-
tralebQams, leaving only a hole for the coibined skylight and

-chimney. This frame is then covered with willows, hay, and
earth, as before mentioned; the covering being of equal depth
over all parts of the frame. Earlier writers speak of the sup-
p:>rting-posts of the lodge as being forked. Nowadays, they
seldomrtake the trouble to obtain forked sticks for this purpose.

From the above description, it will be seen that the outline
of a vertical section, qr of the elevation of such a lodge, is neces-
sarily an irregular hexagon, while that of its ground-plan is


