
25GREAT FIRE AT MIRAMICHI.

" The loss of property is incalculable, for the fire,
borne upon the wings of a hurricane, rushed on
the wretched inhabitants with such inconceivable
rapidity that the preservation of their lives could
be their only care.

" Several ships were burned on shore, while
others were saved from. the flames by the exer-

tions of their owners, after being actually on fire.
" At Douo,,Ias Town scarcely any kind of pro-

perty escaped the ravages of the fire, which swept
off the surface everything coming in contact with

it) leaving but time for the unfortunate inhabi-
tants to fly to the shore ; and there, by means of
boats, canoes, rafts of timber, logs, or any article,
however ill calculated for the purpose, they endea-
voured to escape from the dreadful scene and

reach the town of Chatham, numbers of men,
women, and children perishing in the attempt.

", In some parts of the country all the cattle
ere either destroyed or suffering greatly, ýor the

ery soil was parched and burnt up, while scarcely
y article of provision was rescued from the
mes.
"' The hurricane raged with such dreadful vio.

me, that large bodies of timber on fire, as well
trees from. the forest and parts of the flaming

Ouses and store,%,. were carried to the rivers with
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