Voyage to Tenan to fetch Rice. 87

- Veflels, to fetch Rice from the Neighbouring 4x.1688
Provinces, both for their own ufe and to fupply ~~v~~
the Markets : and they never go in fingle Vellels,
for fear of Pirates , who infeft the Coafts with
their Canoas, and fhelter themfelves among fevca
ral licele Iflands, lying at the edge of the Ealt-
Province, and bordering upon the Province of
Tengp, whither thefe Merchants were bound.

Captiain Weldon was one who coricern’d himfe'f
in this expedition, hiringa Veflel and Seamen of

- the Tonquinefe, and fending fome of his own men
with them as a Guard,among whom I would very
fain have gone, had I not been indifpofed. Mr.
Ludford, who had liv’'d fome time at Cachas before
our arrival, was another Undertaker, and went
himfelf on board the Bark he had hired ; but Cap-
tain Weldon ftaid behind at the City, yet took care
to get a Commiffion from the Governour of the
Ealt-Province for his Veffel. In the Commiffion
‘twas expreft, that his Boat fhould be armed with
Guns, or other Weapons, and that his men fhould
refift any that came to oppofe them, or any Vef-
fels in their company ; and that they might kill
and deltroy any Robbers that they met with.
The paflage to Tenan lay moflt withinLand, thro
Creeks and narrow Channels, among the Iflands
before-mentioped, whichare {o many, and lyeon
the Eaft-fide of the Bay fo thick together, ana fo
nigh the fhoar, that at a fmall diftance off at Sea
they appearto be part of the main. This little
drchipelago lies within the precinés of the Gover-
nour of the Eaft-Province, from whom Captain
Weldon had his Commiflion, and who was a very
great man in the Gourt of Zumguin., When the
Fleet came to this place, fome who lay here .
came forth; and they concluded they muit be the
Pirates, come to feize their prey asat cther times.
Thefe always choofe rather to take the ourward
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