
680 WHENCE CAME THE AMERICAN INDIANS?

article found has the impress of the soil; and there is no evidence that
any of the industrial arts of the American Indians ivere borrowed from

the Orient.
Artifacts are foundin mounds and tombs, where they were buried

with the dead: but nothing bas been found which could not have been
made by the tribes discovered in the Columbian epoch; and the pious i
offerings of antiquity tell the same story as that told by the artifacts
discovered in use among the tribes by the European invader.

Stone implements and many other things are found in the latest
Pleistocene deposits of valleys and plains everywhere throughout
America. Nothing bas been discovered which antedates the glacial
epoch, and nothing, with certainty, which bas been deposited antece-
dent to the retreat of the ice; though. some few rude implements have
been found for.which a claim bas been set up, that they date back into
the latter part of the ice age of the region where found. But these con-
clusions are held to Iack good geologic evidence of such age. The
evidence on which they rest proves too much; for it often carries tool-
making man/back into the Cretaceous age. We may, with safety,
assert that the evidence carries him back far into the river and aerial
overplacement that succeeded the formations of glacial origin.

The story which these fossil artifacts tell is one of great interest; for,
the older they appear, the ruder are they fashioned. From this we are
forced to the conclusion that the industrial arts of"the American abo-

rigines began with the simplesttools of stone, bone, and other material
here in America itself, and that their development to that high degree
of excellence attained by the tribes at the time of their discovery was
indigýnous. The industrial arts of America were born 'in America.

71 Ameiica was inhabited by tribes at the time of the beginning of indus-
trial arts; so that if we are to find a region or a people, from which the
tribes of America sprang, in the Eastern Hemisphere, we can only con-
clude that they left the 'Old World before they had learned to make
stone knives, spears, and arrow-heads, or at least when they knew the
art only in its crudest state. Thus, primitive man bas been here eyer
since the invention of the stone knife and the stone hammer. How
much longer, we cannot say.

With the industrial arts, decorative arts are developed. Like all
primitive decoration, it is symbolic; but the symbolism used is every-
where the same. The animals of the habitat are pictured on tfIe pottery,
woven into the fabrics, and represented in the basketry. Especially
are the universal symbols of the regions found. These regions or worlds


