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This important work has been stereotyped at con 'f erable

expense, and is now published in the moat substantial and
attractive form by the subscriber, and at a price so reasona-
ble, that it is placed within the means ofthe humblest citi-

zen.

By persons acquainted with the reputation of the distin-

guished author of this Work, any attempt to urge his claims,

would be justly deemed a labor of presumption. By those
less acquainted with his eminent merits, a few words may
not be considered as inappropriate.

Most people regard all Histories essentially alike ; that is,

for purposes of mere information. They are viewed as

magazines of facts, to be drawn upon as we draw words
and definitions from a dictionary. This is a great mistake.
The whole of any thing may be so given in parts as hardly
to be recognized when in form, and the parts of a History
may be so disarranged in detail as to present a confused se-

ries of events which convey no definite idea of system or
progress.


