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' FACTS FOR THE PEOPLE
A Decided Condemnation of the Attituds of the Rielite Agiators.

A LETTER FROM BISHOP LATLECHE

Conveying the ¥Fiows of Archiishep Tache and
. * meuwn. 1 B

The muotw. g lettors, uphlninxtmpod-
tion of the illustrious writers, by whoso per-

_mission ihey aro given to the publio, bave

been placed in tho hands of Mr. Montplaisir,
¢x-M. P. for Champlain :—— '
Bisaor’s Panacs, Tussa Bivzas, } 3
17th January, 1887T.
Yr. H. Montplaisir, M.P. for Champlain
County :

My Dsar 8m,—His Grace Archbishop
Tache addressed me on the 13th of March,
1886, a confidential letter in which ho ex-
plains at length the grave romsons for the
opinion he adopted on thoe best means to be
taken to procure reparation for tho damages

-

- caused to half-breeds in theo Northwest, As
" it wad those reasons and tho woight of that

opinion which influenced you in tho attituds

‘ you assumed on that subjoct, as woll as that

of your friends, who are sincerely devoted to
the interests of the half-broods, tho illustrl-
ous Archbishop feels that to-day the

_ INTERESTS OF JUBTICE DERAND

thatyonbe{umiahodthemmofjnsﬁfying
your conduct before your electors, now that
tho term of the maudate they had confided to
to you is about to expire. Ho thereforo an-
thorizes you, with my coneent, to give his
letter to the public, and it was to obiain that
pormissicn that you have addressed yourself
to me. For my part, Ilmvonohuihtlonin
grauting you this autborization, becausy, like
my venerable colleague, I deem it to bo an act
of justice to you and your friends. I will
cven add that I do so all the more williogly
because I entirely concur in the views of his
Grace the Archbishop of 5¢. Bonifaco on this
subject.  Tou will have remarked tho great
egervo in which I have held myself up to the

¢ moment on this burning question,
hopipg that time and rofloction would have
quicted the public mind.

1 HAVE SEEX WITE GRIRP

et the contrary has bosn the cass- Poli:.al
passions, which destroy evaryiRing, Yo
made of this question a.brand of discord,
creating troublo everywhers, and dividing
widely thoe beat fiemds and the best minds.
This i what 7 have moticod with sotrow in
my own diocese, where, in tho absence of a
special direction in this- matter, the faithful
bave boen expesed to beo deosived by tho
wretcked misropresentations which wo could
oot have anticipated. Evea the clergy in this

diocese, ordinarily so united, bave folt the
effocts of them. :
Tius division has the colomns of
our pross, usually sincerely Cathelic, and in
one has degonorated into a
violent polomic, with

she
Catholic writers by our provincial councils
acd by the Holy Father himself in political | the

questions.

Thoy have gone the length of reiterating
insults which bave reflected on the ccclesing.
tical digpitaries, and thus discussion bas
created a great ecandal 1n the minds of many
good citisens by tho prejudicos thas it aroused.
In presence of snch grave results I am forced
to bresk the sileuce I bave hitherto main.

" tained, and to answer the suany demands that

bavo been addressed {0 mo concerning uxa
line of conduct that I doom

MOBT TAVOBAZLE T0 mmm

of the people of tho Northwest, as well as to
tho people of our own province. is all/
the more ensy forme to-day by

you have obtained to publish the abovo men.

tionea Iotter in which Mgr. Tacheso con-
clusively sots forth his opfion on the North-
west question. 1 agree with those views,
which are also the viows of Mgr. Greodin.
Everyone will admit that those yenerable pre.
intes are the zhost competent judges on- this '
question. Moreover, it is evident to mo that
the

mmaﬁm 80 IMPRUDENTLY AFD
VIGLERTLY,

Wbypoﬂﬂaip—don,hm

/| allios and lifelong friends. Mmmyim-

more and more daungerous. Whilst regret-
ting stncerely the damage sustained by tho
balf.breeds, I think that the means of rem-
edying the eovils lles no$ so much in over-
turning governmonts, thoreby ruaning the
tisk ofmking the situation worse, asthe ex-
perionce of the past proves, as by recalling
our public men {0 a sonse of justico and
equity, to tho respoct of the religlous and
civil rights of our peoplo, wlthoutdkﬁncﬂm
of race or language.

THE REPARATION ALBBADY MADSE,

and tho justice dono to the half-breeds dur.
ing tho past year, tho tranquility and confi.

is in strict conformity with the prin-
% Ilaid down by Pope Ileo

I, " that sometimes we must toler-
to evils which it would bo almost
iwpossible to prevent without exposing our-
solves {0 calmmities and troubles which
would bo stlll moro lamentable. On euch

the most competent judgos,
our country is thero to attest that the Cana-
dlan peoplo bave never had cause to regret
baving followed the advice of their bishops
in emergent circametances, whilst, on the
contrary,

THE COUNTRY HAS FATALLY SUFTERED

whon their advice has been disregarded.

You, my dear sir, bave acted wisely in
following an opinion pronounced with such
powerful reasoniug and sustained by such
high authority. Those of your constituents
who desire to examine the question without
passion er prejudico cannot blame you for
baving tollowed the advice of your matural
ér;idoa under clrcumsteaces so difficult and

quoestions the bishops may be locked up to nsg,
The history af?

I pray the Lord to have you in His Holy
keoping, and I remain,
Tour devoted servaat,
t L. ¥, Bishop of Three Rivers.

ABCHBISHOP TACHE'S LETTIR-

The following is the letter of His Grace
the Amhbmbop of St. Boniface above referred

to t=e
Onmu, 13th Mazrch, 1886.
Ta Huhrdtbp Mgr. Lafleche, Bishap of

Mrhomm Varr Dmaz PFaman,—1 sm
once more at Ottawa to comtinue working
there ip the interests of cur dear
The terzible orisls in cur Northwest, the de.
plomabie occurrences that have taken place
there, and their sad consequences, all cause
me the greatest pain. I frequently say to
myself : Why was 1 not forewarned of all
this ? You casily anderstand the effect pro-
duced amongst the French delegation by the
Lendry motion. Alms, why must party spirit
over dominato every other sentiment ? I seo

NEN WHOX I KEOW

have not tbe slightest interest in or regard
for our people, for our dear half-breeds, who
novertheless aro dlsphying an apparent
mnl ﬁg:k:h imperfwtly conceals
motives their con-
duct. For tue nme Teasons  and
with $% same aspirations they are playing the
coun of what was dome in 1873 In
Northwaest affairs on the fate of the unforta-
nato victima that were sacrificed to vengeance,
or that thoy pretend mpmswomdhgu
it suita their purpose.

On the other hand there are certain meon—
I remark with plessure that we have a cer-
tain number of sincere mom—who entertain
n’ttnedcalr;todofendmdudonrpopnhﬁon,
fven were it neceseary to sever their psity
'ties, separate themeetves from thelr matural

sgine pecploareanxzious to know my opinion.
My sole objoct, my only thought in all this
is ono thing : the bappiness of the people o
whomlhvcdmoeed my existonce.

WEAT GHOULD B8 DONR .
to insure so destrable & result? There nat-
urally lies the difficuity. Several members
‘of Paxlinment, who are my friends, have put
the question squarely to mo thug s

SEOULD WA CVERTHROW THE GOVERNMANT T

After maturs delibemation I felt bound to
answer : Such s not The over-

remedy for ovils whick we deplore for faults
committed. In 1873 the Government was
overthrown on the amnesty quostion. And
vhat wss the result ? | Simply ihat barsh
treatment roplaced weakness. The now
‘Govornment decreed and assured the out-
lawry, imprisonment, sentence of death and
exilo of tho chiefs, aud for the others an
amnesty, a partisl amnoesty which had been
offered to us bofore, and which wo had de-
clined. Are the mea who did all thoso
things the ouly friends of tho half-broeds?
Must wo mcrifice overything to placo cur
dostinies In their hands ?

A THEIRD PABTY '
is befog formed. I kuow the loyalty and
goodwill of those who form past of it. They
are sincero, but will they be able to attain
their object by rupturing thelr presout alli.
ances ? Can they hold aloof from all allance,
and will the new alliance ipsure the happi.
ness of the poople of the Northwest ? 1 do
not believe it.

_If the present Government wishos to profit
by its experlenco—I may say it without ho-
sitation—if thoy will profit by their mistakes,
they would be much moro ready to do good
than otherz who bavo not tho same data, -
than other men who, oven were they well
disposed, would have to grope about vefore
being able to seizo the sitoation, the incon-
venieuces that sarrround it, and the remedies
to beapplied. Let the personnel of the em-
ployecs in the Northwest bo modified. Let
thoe natural rights of a people that were taken
unawares in their own land be reco 5
Let the half-breeds and the Indians be treated
a8 any dther people placed under the same
circamstances would wish to be treated, and
there will be no need for political revolution.
I have, therefore,

TFELT IT MY DUTT

to state to the friends who have consuited mo -
on this subject tha if their political sympe.
thics are in favor of the present Goverament,
they could, without dechrms themselves
the onemics of tho Northwest or its people,
vote against the Iandry wmotion, which was
simply one of want of confidence; but that .
thoy should not be blind partisauns, but insist
upon having the grivances co often set foith
redressed, and compeasation granted for the
losses from the delay in rendering
justice. Speaking of the Government, I used
to my friends the well known H
Tt them be converted and live.

Our long friendship, the lively and sinoers
interost you show in the people of the North
west, causes mo o make known to you the
. attitude I assumo and the opinion I have
formulatod. Naturally this letter is not for
tbe public. Nevertheless, if iater oun, those
to whom I have expressed my opinion
should be made to suffer becanse they accept-
ed my views, I authorize yeu {0 communicate
$o thom this letfer, and I authorize them to
uso it for their own justification. Forty years
of devotion to the

CAUSE OF TEE INDIANS AND RALP-ERERDS,

my whole lifo spent in their interests, give
me the acsurance that I am incapable of
sacrificing those interests, or to do anything
that in my immost conviction is not {o their
advantage, Iet those who do mot think &
we do do a part of what we have done, and
thon, and then only, wili they have the
tight to be mnrundodat thesmmdolhuvu
just indicated.

Inafowmys,mylord and dear friond, I
shall pay you a visit. Then we ean open our
heavis to oach other on those subjeots that so
doeply concern and interest us. Who would
bave dreamt four years 280, whw;, at this
80A80D, WO Were prepating to leave for-
Isle & Ia Crome, that we should
have aeon what we have since

that we should have been tried ae
wo have heen so sorely. Let us bow fothe
will of Divine Providence, oxtend to men
pardon for the grief they hat o caused us, and,
bound together in afffiction a8 in prosperity,
let us pr=y one for the other, 50 thet one dar
wo may onjoy that felicity 'which is unal.

Ymﬂmmmmm.

! ’ Amh.doSt.Bmlﬁm,Oul
Atm'm

opwmion.
throw of & govermmont is fot always
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