Feminine Fancies and

THE AGE OF ENERGY

¢ HE present generation 1is popularly

¥ “supposed to live for amusement. As
a matter of fact nothing could be
more erroneous. THhHe keynote to this
age is work, not play. The so-called
“leisured class” no longer exists ex-
cept- among the ranks of the unem-
‘ployed and even they strenuously
shout their desire for work,

Of course in the country there are
still people to be found without oc-
cupation, but in any town it is al-

. . mest impossible te meet - anybody
prepared to do nothing, Work is indeed such a pas-
sion with people today that' anyone who even mildly
suggests idling away a few honrs is looked upon
with suspicion. At a dinner party the other evening
for example. the man I went in with told me -Sicily
was a most disappointing place. “Yon see,” he ex-
plained, “there is absolutely nothing to do there.” In
reply to'my murmpred suggestfon that ‘thére might
be something to’look at he replied, “Yes, but you can't
look at a view -all day, one must do things.” Person-
ally’I could not see the necessity and I told him that
to my mind the ideal holiday consisted in doing noth-
ing.. “Oh, ‘of course,' i you feel like that,” he re-
plied in crushing tones. “Sicily is just the place for
you.”  Obviously he looked upon me as a wastrel and
my life as a mis-gpent’orgy of ‘idleness—an opinion
which, however, in no way alters my ‘contention that
t0 be able to do nothing on occasions is absolutely
essential to 'the true enjoyment of life.

To the majority of people today it is impossible,
work being like a disease which once it fastens to
you becomes practically incurable, 'From the busi-
ness méan, unable to refrain from fresh efforts in spite
of his accummulated millions, .to the suffragette who
boa.sgis of holding seventeen meetings a week, every-
body is toiling and slaving, as if life meant nothing
more than the expenditure of so much vital energy
per hour. Of course to be able to thoroughly enjoy
doing nothing. one must have a great deal to do. To
wake up in the morning feeling one has absolutely
nothing to do all day would be horribly boring,
whereas to know that there are at least a dozen
things waliting to be done and not to do any of them
is the only way to enjoy doing nothing. Far, however
from realizing this the generality of people today
seem to devote all their energies to making more
work for themselves. Even ‘when they have not to
earn their own living, in which case their efforts are
more or less justifiable—people seem incapable of
sitting ‘still for any length of time, and if they do not
actually want ‘to make money for themselves, they
invent all sorts of harassing devices in the shape of
charjty entertainments in general, in order to make
it for. somebody ‘else, while others with nothing to
say, and still less knowledge how to say it, are so
imbued with the necessity of work for work's sake
that they flood the press with =many unnecessary
novels.. The very fact of feeling busy—and business
being the fetish of the day—they are willing to sac-
rifice to! it, not only Half of the pleasure of life, but
their health, and théir youth. 'Certainly to.a woman
there are few things more.ageing than work, and still
fewer ‘more ‘detrimental ‘to her charms than an in-.
cessant devotion to all the:occupations which leave
her no time for the cultivation of repose.

Nobody sits today over the fire in .the twilight
watching the flames curling round the logs or seeing
pictures in the red hot coals. ..¥t would be considered
a shoeking waste of ‘time when one should be at a
committee meeting of the “Sogiety for the Elevation
of the Masses,” or spmething else equally vague and
uninteresting.  Yet, if they.only knew it, the ivorld
would be really nane ‘the worse off if half these“peo-
ple did lesg and- did it more intelligently, and also
perhaps a little more sympathetically, As it is, peo-
ple are too busy to be of miuch use to their friends.
In ‘trouble, it is true, they rush, to each other, but
they rush away equally quickly, and in ordinary cir-
cumstances they have no time to come at all, Every-
body is 8o overworked, that gocial amenities are limit~
ed. to asking each. other ‘What shall we do next??..
and having done it, to repeat the formula ad infini-
tum, . L 4
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FASHION’S FANCIES

Fashion is at present very kind to the  middle
eged and matronly; and those adjectives attach them-
selves to most women ten years later in life " than
they were wont to do. No longer do we behold pious
resignation to inactivity and unbecoming clothes. As
s00n as a woman sees her daughter emerge from the
nursery stage of existence; rather does the woman
of forty and upwards realise that if she could aford
to dress thoughtlessly before, now she must take more
care, rather than less, in the choice of her. clathes,
thetr colér and their cut. . Many a woman is far more
charming when she is no longer “quite ag young as
she was,” as far as the number of years go, if she has
kept: the elasticity of thought which makes life so
interesting. It is-a joyous: fact that the emblem of
madtronly respectability has ceased to.be a black bon-
net with bugles worn with a black silk dress trimmed
with' beads and perched upon” a head with hair
arranged in . a flat - ' parting down  -the
middle. No! Yeour modern lady of middle age ar-
ranges-her hair lightly and becomingly, over a frame
if necessary, and also if necessary she wisely secures
the aid of the posticheur, whose work is far removed
from the atrocities which made our mothers shrink
with virtuous and artistic horror from wearing “false
hair.” It is no shame nowadays, nor is it considered
a hideous secret; meet for unséemly jest, that a wo-
man should improve her appearance with a bunch of ,
curls or a tress of hair, Certainly it. makes all the
difference when the choice of headgear has to be
made. The average matron has probably lost some-
thing of the slenderness which was hers in youth—
but that need be no bar to her . being becomingly
dressed. The long dress of cloth or some ° beautiful
hanging material suits our-friend best, but there is no
reason why she should not look extremely nice in a
coat and skirt, even with the latter,made walking

_length.. The eut-away coats which we. are 41l wear-
ing are most becoming to’ a stout figure, e bon-
net. bas ‘been discarded by the middle aged anpd few,
but elderly people wear a bonnet -now. - . There are
many women however, who experience the greatest
difficulty in selecting a hat-ence the meridian is pass.
ed. But it is my private opinion that this difficulty is -
only present because.in the depths of their heatts they
feel that it would be more seemly in them to- be
agking for.a decent bonnet, and if they do want a, hat
let it at least be a respectably frumpish one. 'Now,
any hat that is made up on purpose to catch the eye
of the elderly person and to recommend itself to her
as being “so suitable”, should be carefully. eschewed.
- It often takes the boat shaped form with a little black
lace and two bunches of cowslips or pansies—a style
of headgear which would try the charms of the
youngest and loveliest, much more the matron of
fifty, - Any fashionable but artistic well balanced hat
is suited to the age we are considering—very gay
colors or exaggerated shapes being of course quite ount
of place, Velvet is always becoming in any shade,
stitched satin, or-Ottoman silk softened with feathers
and tulle are very gracious in effect and much may
be done wi?h artful little caps and quillings of lage,
picturesquely disposed if the hair be worn softly and
prettily puffed. - The draped or folded toque suits very
many women, ‘especially those who wear a fringe;
while an older woman will find that a bonnet with
lace or tulle strings will seem to take years off her
age.. The question of colors is an interesting one.
The chief reason why black is becoming to some wo-
men is that it seems to reduce the size of their per-
sons, but there are many other colors which would do
this equally well, besides proving infinitely more be-
coming. The rose leaf complexion, whether pale or
pink of a child, or a youfig girl can emerge trium-
phant from the shade of a black hat and coat; but in
later life a woman" Jooks better in .soft grey, more
color, lavender, purple or green. .Fawn and drab, are
colors. she .should avoid, but a little delicate bright
color is most attractive, . ]

The town lady can always. find it a comparatively
easy matter to dress becomingly, but when the coun-
try mouse becomes stricken in years, the question
seems more «ifficult.. An.active.person wishes to look
neat and ‘nice if possible, but. ng; to gspend ‘over much

i - . i
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time upon her clothes. These, moreover must be fair-
ly substantial. The really well made tweed coat and
skirt for outdoor wear is a necessity in the country.
Long skirts can be worn indoors to the great saving
of the tweeds. All stout people should wear a well-
cut boned lining under their blouses; if this plan
were adopted we should no longer hear the plaint
that the blouse is so unbecoming to all but the very
young. There is all the difference in the world be-
tween a blouse worn over a lining and a lined hlouse.
The lining should be made in washing material and
have the bones taken out when it is sent to the wash.
A collar band of linen, or lawn, with -a jabot is the
best neckwear for every day. The country hat must
be one which will stand wind and weather; and often
the most becoming hat for this sort of wear are those
originally designed for motoring.
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WOMAN AND THE DOMESTIC ARTS

The ordinary man and woman are somewhat in-
clined to utter sentiments without considering the
sentiments upon which they are based, S

Of this nature-is the exhortation  to women to
cease striving in the market place, and to cultivate
the domestic arts in her home. This presupposes
that the generality of women have a home of their
own, and that when there they can exercise their
abilities in domestic arts.

But these assertions are almost without foundsa-
tion, for two reasons, First, the majority of women
who work for their living, or for the living of those
dependant upon them, either have no home of their
own or are forced to spend their day away from it.

Charwomen and factory hands, elementary and

+ high school teachers, clerks, doctors, and professional

women of every degree, and the rest of the army
who strive in the market place, cannot possibly re-
main at home without relinquishing their work, and
this would mean for the greater number privation
amounting to semi-starvation.

The second assertion is still more alien to the
real facts. : ’ y ! y

‘What are the domestic arts that our grandmothers
practiced so successfully? They were found in the
still room where herb medicines and essences -were
compounded; in the home brewery, where October
ale and wines, such as cowslip and elderberry, were
skilfully ‘'made; in the laundry, where the household
linen was washed; in the kitchen, where curious and
wonderful preserves, jams, pickles and bread, as
well as the cookery of daily food, were made in or-
derly routine; they were found in the weaving of
cloth and woollens, and- of the linen for the bride;
and in the dairy, in cheese-making, butter-making,
and the like. These by no means exhaust the cat-
egory. : . i

Gardening, nursing, teaching young servants, filled
up our ancestors” time, and might be instanced, but
the above will sufficeé, ;

Where, it may be asked, are these arts now?

And again what -is left to the mother and head
of ‘the household today? Very little, for the arts
have gone to the factory, or to the specially trained
workers." : ; E

The advent of machinery has swept the houses

of all but the smallest portion, and even the spring- .

cleaning is being done by machines that suck our

carpets of dirt, as a childlsucks an orange of jiige, .
When it was economically satisfactory for each = Béil somewmaccaroni till soft egeuikh to-handle -

household to be practically self-sufficient, supplying:
ts. own wants, there was plenty of interesting work:
for women to do, but gradually the arts slipped away.

ay jam is compounded by the ton jn factories, by
y )] 2 y each Bouse~-
Wi according to recipes inherited in many’ cases -

mgehineryy instead of heing preserved

fri many generations. : 5

- “Bread is supplied daily from bakeries; eaving
has vanished forever from the households; ‘instead
of -fifty families making their home sméell- of soap-
suds, the clothes of these fifty families are,washed
at the laundry, and the smell is confined to one
building; instead of fifty \servants and perhaps fifty
mistresses being employed ' separately:in ‘washing
the family linen, a few laundry hands wash the whole
(afid as ofter as not téar the whole to'ribbons by de-
grees, whereas' it lasted in the old days frem gener-
ation to. generation; this, however, is merely “in
parenthesis”). i <

“The ¢hange, whether in layndering or jam-mak-
ing, is economieally for the better, but it undoubted-
ly removes the work, and “the arts” from the women
of ‘the household.

-But the economy of time, money apnd energy is
undeniable.

““One trade reacts ypon another, and it is partly
due to the disappearance of the arts from the home
that smaller houses have been built in such.-large
numbers, and that the old-fashioned “family man-
sion,” with its ‘dairy, bakery, laundry, large stables

a.ndAmmanf galleries is rapidly becoming a. thing,

of the past.

Why build a dairy when the milk is supplied more
economically and with greater regularity from the
milkman? ; & :

Why Build rooms for twenty servants when five
are enough?

There is nothing for so many servants to do
nowadays, when domestic jam-making, pickling,
house-gleaning and the like, is done more cheaply and
better by scientific methods by specially -trained peo-
ple. All these considerations have influenced build-
ers, and hence the surburban villa and flat have
superseded the. family mansion. But to the majority of
working women “home” means one ' or perhaps two
rooms. ;

It does not mean even the tiniest. flat.

A woman is forced into the labor market in order
to support herself, or perhaps an invalid parent, or
tiny child. $

‘Whether 'she is a mald, wife, or -widow, it is
possible that beings more helpless than herself may
depend on her for bread, and she is lucky if she can
get work at a reasonable rate of pay, which keeps
the small household in'food, warmth and lodging.

To talk to such a woman, who supports a great
economic burden of staying at-home and cultivating
the domestie arts, is sheer nonsense, and to my mind
very unkind into the bargain! i

The domestic arts, though she may not know it,
have been removed from the home by the greatest
of all forces, the force of economic pressure and in-
vention. In order to obtain the necessaries of life,
she must go out into the market place and strive for
her share. And whether the rank  is high or low,
whether the worker is highly trained or not, the
arguments holds good. The day of the home arts has
almost passed, and centralization has almost swept
the home bare. It is useless to complain, and ‘it
exhibits historical ignorance 'to - blame women, for
the cause is far deeper, and lies beyond any in-
dividual control. It is a phase of evolution.

—— Qs

“MINCE”

I remember to this day, with disgust, a  dish.
which, ‘under the name of “mince;”” made its appear-

.. anee Tegularly every Thursday at a school to which I

went. a8 & day boarder for a short time, in the days
of my y’oun}. On a large flat dish lay a mass of some
sticky grey’compound, fenced in by a row of spikes,
formed of sodden toasted bread. ~This is the style of
“mince,” that has very justly brought discredit upon
an invaluable preparation -of meat.. . Compare - the
compound which I have just described, with a pro-
perly made mince; neatly and finely cut dice of meat,
in a rich brown sauce; enclosed within a wall of mash-
:d—,p({mm. decorated with ‘sippets of crisp fried
read, .

Only the most inveterate hater of “made-up»
dishes,” can object to the occasional appearance of
such a' “Plat;" and if he does object (for it is certain
to be a “he” man) he should be prepared to provide
an extra housekeeping dlldwance, for it is impossible
to cater economically if mince in all its forms is for-:
bidden, and a succession of freshly cooked joints and
birds required. - Beati i :

Mince, composed eithér of’ dice of megt, cut by
hand, or a far more finely cut meat prepared in the
mincing machine, may be served in a number of at-
tractive gulses, such: as rissoles, krmq;k%u. crouss
tades, coquilles, sheperds pie, souffles, and quenelles,

uﬁfba,lga. and so forth, and, except in the case of {n-.

valids, there need be no fear that twice-served meat
is not sufficiently nourishing, as in these dishes the
meat should not be re-cooked, but merely re-warmed.
For all-dishes of mince the first preparation is the
same,

e

To Make Minge :

Cut any meat, fowl, or game, available for the pur-
pose, away from the bone, and carefully remove
every scrap of skin and gristle, and most of the fat.
If the meat is to  be served as a plain mince, cut it
into neat very small dice, using a very sharp knife, or
if preferred use & mincer. As a rule, however, a
plain mince is merely ciit into dice, while for ris-
soles, etc., it is of the finer pulpier order produced by
& mincer. i

5 The Sauvce.

For this mince a small onion, a mushroom, if you
have it, and fry both ini1% oz. of clarified dripping
until brown, sprinkle in 3. oz. of flour and continue
to fry -until the mixture is-a deeper brown.. Add %
pint of stock and- stir.well.. Bring to the boil, and
stir thoroughly.- Rub. through -a wire sieve, flavor
with salt and pepper; and heat the meat in it. Note
that the sauce has been allowed to cool before the
meat has been put:in it,.and that it should not be
allowed to boil after, or then the meat will be twice
cooked and hard. The proportions given. are for half
a pound of minced meat. It is worth the trouble of
putting the sauce through the sieve, as then the
flavor of the onion is all preserved without any fear
of coming across a piece of it which so many people
greatly dislike. If a white. mipce of chicken or veal is
“required, proceed in the same way but use a good
white sauce (melted butter made.with milk and en-
riched with an egg, for.example). Serve in a silver,
or pretty chind fire-proof dish, with wall of potato or
rice, and sippets of crisp fried bread. .

"Rissoles<(Hot)

Take the prepared mince and season with pepper,
éalt, and minced parsley. Prepare the following mix-
ture: Stir over the fire one ounce each of flour and
butter, and when thoroughly mixed and. free from
lumps stir in one gill’of milk or stock, or half of each;
a little minced parsley, pepper, salt, and a little finely
grated lemon peel; when thoroughly blended, mix in
the mince off the fire, turn it on to a dish, and leave
it to get cold.’ Then rdll it into balls or any shape
you please, with well-floured hands, egg and bread-
crumb them and fry in enough, boiling fat to cover
them; drain well, and serve garnished with fried pars-
ley. Potato or rice may be used adding this after the
meéat i8 minced and proceeding in exactly the same
manner as before. :

Croustades \

Cut a slice of bread about 2 or 2% in. thick off a
stale leaf, stamp out rounds with a pastry cutter, arnd
again stamp these rounds with a small cutter to’with-
in 1% In. of the base. Turn the cutter round two or
three® times, so that the crumb in the middle can
easily be removed, Then fry in plenty of hot fat, till
a golden brown, turn the cases upside down on'paper,
and dry them before the fire or in the
using. -~ Fill with mince and make very hot.

Timbale of Maccaroni

but net to break, drain well," Butter a plain tin”mould,
and line it with the mac oni, starting from the cen-
tre of the bottom, and g round and round in lay-

~-ers, then fill up with sgrpismince, to which has been .
added some egg yolk-(one eégg yolk tox-Sdch ha * 28

pound); to bind it well. Cover with a buttered paper

" and steam for one hour for each pitrt.” :If liked: a lining
of sg.gaage or forcemeat' may-be placed next to the

mac

taken not to move the atiaccaroni.
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Stui’fed Pancakes (Hot) .

Make some rather thin savefy pancakes, 12y’ them
out flaz and place on eac¢h,one or two spoonfils of
any mince,
together, cut into even lengths, lay them in & frying

. basket jwith the folded edge downwards, and fry, then
drain them well, and serve garnished with parsley.
The pancakes can be prepared beforeshand, and cut
into even lengths when cold, the mince being ‘first
rolled into- a thin slice of fat parboiled bacon and
then placed in the pancake egged and breaderimbed,
placed in a buttered fire-proof baking dish, and fried
a ‘delicate brown. 5

§ Kromeskies (Hot)

Prepare some mince, as for rissoles, have ready
some Very thin slices of fat bacon, and put a little of
the mixture on each of these, roll up the bacon, taking
care to close up the.ends well, dip each in frying bat-
ter,‘and fry each a golden z'r'-o‘w'n‘ in plenty of boiling
{at. Drain well and serve garnished with fried pars-
ey.

: Croqueges (Hot)

For these.have ready*some short paste, rolled out
very thin, cut into small squares, and on to each put
a spoonful of mince, as for rissoles wet the edges of
the paste, fold over, and press together, then fry plain,
or egged, and dipped in vermicelli, and drained well.
Serve garnished with fried parsley.

Scallops (Hot)

Butter some china, or silver shells, and put into
these some mince, moistened with any good sauce;
sprinkle the top with bhreaderumbs, salt, pepper, grat-
ed cheese, minced parsley and, if Jiked, mineced chives.
Bake till the crumbs are 'nicely browned.

~ Cannelon (Hot) - ../
’ Mince 1 1b. of underdone roast beef, and mix with
_it rather over six and g, half ounces of minced ham, a
sprinkling of the grated rind of lemon, some parsley,
a little thyme well' min‘ced, and a seasotiing of salt'
and pepper, and work in one small egg. ' Shape it in
the form 0f a roll, ‘wrap it In buttered ‘paper, and
bake in a moderate oven for about tweénty minutes.
‘When ‘ready take off the paper, and serve' very hot,
with a good sauce over it. Any meat can he used in
this way, onily, of courge, choose a suitable sauce.
: Papprica (Hot) 5
Peel and chop three latge onions, anf‘fry them
very slowly in three ounces of butter until a delicate
brown and quite soft, pass them through a sieve, put
them back into thé saucepan again, add a small tea-
cupful of milk, or better still eream, and add any
white meat cut up small and gimmer very slowly for
three-quarters of an hour. Serve very hot on a bor-

der| of rice, and daintily garnished with parsley. I

think you will own that these above recipes -are
slightly different from my first gloomy picture of

“mince,” in fact many of them are really delicious’
dishes for entrees, or savories, and the Kromeskies

are so good as breakfast dishes. ,
~0 ;

THE LAGGARD MIND

B}t is curitgliu that itm andx;se which priges‘ itself
above everything on its rapi age which con~
centrates its energy on discoveri Y

. by electricity and steam«—there should be so much
mental laziness, so much desire to shirk the labor
of expression, This mental apathy shows itself in a
:F??g?d ways, and in all it contributes to the dulness

How delighttul and how rare it is to come acress
the being who has no sluggish and proérastinating
ways;, and from whose lips one never hears that
excuse of the laggard mind: “I mednt to have told
you, but somehow I put it off, and then it didn't
seem worth while,” - 2 Fongiel
' . A peach {8 only worth while in its hour of ripen-
ing—a rose Is only worth while in the hour of its
most precious bloom. y 1 : !

But before one rots and the other withers, it is:
very well worth while to have.had them! - -

The worthy gualitieg in ‘human nature regemble
meat and bread. The ‘charming Qqualities such as

appreciation, are akin to flowers and fruit.’ A word

i A A

ks

éven ‘before

<"ing for economy :as well as!cosin

roni before adding the mince, but care must be-

Roll up the pancakes, press the edges .

‘guicker methods = a certain part), and
tion for htﬁa;ther’s gg!’uty as a marksman,

§

of appreciation ‘spoken at the right time gives the
same pleasure as a rose. Unfortunately, while some
people are too apparently stupid, or teo selfish to
appreciate .anything, others are too .lazy to express
their enthusiasm and the roses of human intercourse
wither on their stalks and- waste their fragrance,

Against the “fire madness” of the poet Rostand:
“De seul vertu, c'est I'enthousiasme!” we have the
ordinary English objection, “I hate gush!”

Now . the majority stand in no need of a warn-
ing against over-expression, At least so it seems
to be in.this part of the world, in England also.
The sweetness and fragrance of life would be in-.
creased tenfold if we did not postpone the expression
of our appreciation, but put it into words straight
out, and “right away,” as the Americans say.

If you think a woman looks charming in a cer-
tain dress, why not say so? If you think" that the
action of a friend is generous, or that a disappoint-
ment is nobly borne, put your appreciation into words,
while your appreciation is of value. If you admire
the ccreation’of a friend’s brajn, tell him so. If the
expression of your admiration is simple and sincere,
it is sure to give pleasure,

-Then we are. to encourage the people who live for
love and admiration?. Certainly, for it is for love
and admiration that one side of life should be.lived,
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL

It is.-a Melancholy fact, and one which argues
thoughtlessness if not: selfishness on the part of our
sex, that however careful women may be of their
own homes, they too often show & total disregard for
the spare room when staying away from home. Who
has not experienced the guést who leaves behind
her a collection .of “fairy Trings” on the - polished
shelf on the washstand, because she is too -careless
to see that her medicine -bottles are dry underneath?
Or a nasty little burn on the: dressing table where
her, spirit lamp has stood? 'Or a grimy mark on a
newly covered chair to:testify where she has rested
her. foot when buttoning her boots? The dropping
of candle grease. is another common crimé; and
less heinous but irritating offences are sticking up
photos on the wall paper with pins, and lying down
in the daytime without first folding away the bed-
spread. .

Since we_can scarcely enjoin carefulness on our
arriving  guests, - the -moral - seems to be that. the
decoration of the spare room should not be of too
elaborate and ephemeral a nature. Some strong plain
floor covering, such as a square of Abingdon cord,
makes a nice background for a few rugs; and should
an dccident befall it, there_.is not the same heart-
burning as there would be over an expensive carpet:
A slip of -American cloth should be inserted for,
safety - between  the toilet cover and the polished:
wood, and a tile .with. its purpose ‘plainly stated o
it should be provided for the curling lamp. If ga
does not exist, small safety lamps give a better ligh
than candles and are far cleaner, but noewadays elec~
‘trig light #8 in almost every house. Chairs are best

~fitted with loose cushions in washing covers, and the'

bedspread 'shouid be undoubtedly also of a wash=
‘able natures The. cover of the writing table must
not be light enough to be ruined by an inadvertent:
spot. of inky ‘nor 'must the pincushion be gorgeous’

: enough to’'iobjeet t6 being stabbed by hatpins. Sensi~
“ bly. eguipmed; 'the pare rdom wiil stand the depre«

dations ©f ‘even careless visitors withéut Mlosing its
‘apparent freshnessie: ° A » i

A-Phetime"is “almost here when summer curtdins

i'miwst be taken ‘down and thick ones.substituted for

theni. ;1 always equnsel this gnnual nge as maksz

(| é:lx.{g' gl‘h’e s olﬁ;
and smuts from winter's fires spoil -the “delicate.:
hangings appropriate to summer, and the bright
sunshine soon fades curtains of serge of‘ other warm:
materialg, whigh ‘make for comfort. in winter. For

““uge“during the winter months only] serge is hard to.

beat, for curtaining dining rooms, smoking and “use-
ful” rooms: The plain art sergé trimmed with ball
fringe always looks well. Plushette is always a popu-
lar material for .winter curtains, and it hangs im
pice folds, wears ‘excellently, ‘and is not expensive.
This material in moss-green :or Indian red is par-
ticularly pleasing.. ;

.There was a time when it was considered correct
to have everything in pairs—a pair of vases on the
mantlepiece, a pair of figures, a pair of “gentler
men's chairs,” a’ pair of *ladies’ chairs” (though
why there should be any difference between thesé
it is hard to imagine). But the disappearance of
the ‘‘drawing room suite” fortunately brought in a
less Tormal style of arrangement, And most people
have -realized that a thing has only half its decor-
ative value waen it is exactly duplicated. A mis-
take, perhaps more fdatal than the above, and cer-

- tainly. more._ commonly made, is ‘matching” curtains

to wall paper, wall paper to carpet, and so.on. Peo-
ple who fall intp this error fail to perceive that be-
tween harmony and monotony there is a wide gulf
fixed. Thus one sees.a charming room papered:with
a white paper ¢on which are strewn roses and”blue
ribbons, ruined by the hanging of chintz curtains in
as nearly as possible the same design. The owner
of the room congratulates herself on having secured
“such a good mateh,” but the visitor with a dis-
criminating eye longs“'to hang the windows with
plain green cassia cloth as a foil to the flowery
walls. Again, the possessor of .a_ “patterny” car-
pet;.perhaps pink sprigs on' a ‘green ground,.searches
till she finds a wall paper in the same two colers,

and so achieves a weskrying monotony instead of the

harmony. she might- have worked: out of such mater-
ials as a rose-pink stripped paper and plain Zreen
damask curtains. ‘ »

It is quite possiblé to have all the maferials in a
room of an artistic and desirable nature, and yet for
the room to be an utter failure, because the things
all ‘war: one .against another. 1In the same way for
the comfort/ of the -impecunious but tasteful, a de-
lightful room can be planned out of the cheapest
possible ingredients if only they are all harmonious.
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 SMALL TALK.

I hear that the King and Queen of Spain left Eng-
land after a very pleasant visit which they both‘en-
joyed. It is astonishing what a number of Spaniards
visit England now. f course -there is a Spanish
polo team, for they play that game as well, if not bet-
ter than most Englishmen. The Ritz hotel in Lon-
don has been‘almost filled with distinguished Spanish
‘people, and the King of Bpain one night went up

from'the Isle of ‘Wight and: entertdined & pafty of his -

friends to-dinner, Their Majesties spent the night at
the ‘Ritz hotel before starting for home, and their
Majesties' visit created such an interest that the ho-
tel was surrounded in the morning by a crowd ‘of
spectators who were longing to see the young Queen
before she left. - I heard it said that in the hotel ar-
mies of dressmakers, furriers and modistes hag been
%omins! and going all the morning for ' the ~young
ueen I T : R o

Prince HEdward of Wales and his
greatly enjoying their holiday in the His ,
notwithstanding the wgatb;e&t’ney hav \
ing the greater part of the day. Prince Edward takes
keen interest in the shooting (in which he now takes
naturally an intense admira--

3

Mary ‘is.much In the: company of her cousins, the
Princesses Alexandra and Maud of Fife, and they,
make & ¢ ing group when out riding or walking-
together, The"three young Princesses have gb-m
much taller since they last met together in ﬂ&‘ igh-
lands, and now Prir ‘Mary ‘is the only_one who
lopks a child among them. e R
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The proudest girl in Parls at the present moment
is Mdlle. Elizabeth Lagrande, who has u: been
awarded a prize of £400 by & special municiy og‘m m-
mittee,.who (under the will of an eccentric ) .who
left a large sum of money. to the City %‘”
awarded to the “best behaved young .m d ) L
had to adjudicate upon ne fewer than 17 | R,

Mrs, William Y, Tibbitts,
own House on & selary. WA

of ‘Chicago, w a vé:'v-h‘
Nih:o:!’l:' ﬁ!;:k“ 15 x
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Jher husband told her that he would pay all the family

expenses and give her £1 a week, raising it as <)
became more valuable. Now she gets £3 10s. a week
and out of her earnings she has bought a tenement
house in the heart of the city that brings her in
good income. She has been married eighteen veay.
and her husband says neither of them have ever ro.
gretted the arrangement, and he thinks a man wp,
would ask his wife to give her services to her hoy.,
and family for nothing is decidedly mean.

Mr. Winston Churchill’s wedding was a gre,
event in London society. The announcement of his
engagement to Miss Clementine Hozier came as
great surprise to everyone, as Mr. Churchill had heey,
regarded as’ an uncompromising bachelor by most
people. The wedding was exceedingly smart ang
pretty. There were five bridesmaids dressed in pale
biscuit colored satin, richly embroldered, and wearing
luﬁ? black hats trimmed with pink and white ca.
mellias.
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BOOKS OF THE DAY

It is refreshing among the feeble fiction that has
been so lavishly issued this wmeason to find such ,
readable novel as “The Little Brown Brother,” by
Stanley Portal Hyatt, a story of the Filipino revol,
thoroughly well constructed, and -with interest ang
excitement sustained at high pressure from begin.-
ning to end. A vivid impression is given of the guer-
illa .warfare and of the clvil and military intrigues
that rendered the campaign so exasperatingly dir-
flcult, while the romiantic element is provided by the
English hero and heroine, who, like all the other
characters, white or brown, are drawn with a con-
vinging touch.

“An. 'Empty Heritage,” by Violet Tweedale, is a
story of modern Bohemia, with a complicated ang
far-fetched plot, concerning the accession of a dis-
reputable .individual to an impoverished peerage.
Sylvester Cowell, fifteenth earl of Harborough, was
really an abominable scoundrel, or would have been,
if he had ever existed, but neither he nor any other
of the people have any semblance to life. They are
all mere puppets whose actions are somewhat jerk-
ily controlled by the author. The bodk is a disap-
pointing one, considering the excellence of much of
the author's earlier work.

“Mrs. Fitz Maurice on Leave,” by Gabrielle Fitz
Maurice, is a brightly written record of the adven-
tures of a grass widow invalided home from India.
Gabrielle must have been something of a minx, or
she: would never haye experienced so many insults
from the succession of “bounders” with whom she
chose to flirt—up to a certain point. Still she is a
natural and rather attractive little person, and the
book is certainly well worth reading.

—

It is curious to note how a certain idea will occur
simultaneously to two authors, who, in all probability,
have: never met, or exchanged a word either verbally
or by correspondence; -and one of the latest coin-
cidences of the kind is supplied by “The Burden,”
by A. C. Dawson-Scott, for the pivot of the plot is
almost. identical with that in ‘“Keepers of the
House;” though the detail and treatment are entire-
ly different, and- “The Burden” is the better book of
the two, since the situations are more naturally con-
trived. Blizabeth Lady Raven, the young, impulsive,
complex creature, who sinned almost unwittingly,
and suffered sorely—as all éssentially free and sen-
sitive souls must suffer under such cireumstances—
is admirably drawn, with equal sympathy 'and per-
ception, as indeed are all the others whose lives are
linked - with hePs,  ©One wonders it any woman could
have had the courage and honesty to tell the truth
to her trustees, as Elizabeth ‘did; the incidént ap-
pears superfluous, in fact, though it is undeniably
effective. : :

A charming book, and one that will be most val-
uable to garden-lovers; whao wish to make the best
of a modest piece of ground, is “The Perfect Gar-
den.” It is not merely written in a singularly grace-
ful and sympathetic style, but is stored with prac-
tical instructions for the culture of all the prin-
cipal English flowers, fruits and vegetables, together
with' sound hihts on economical’ management, im-
parted so 'lucidly and straightforwardly that the
verjest amateur in horticulture should be able to
understand and profit by 'them. The book. is pro-
fusely and beautifully illustrated with water color
sketches and black and white drawings by Lilian
Stannard,. and .supplemented _by. a number of plans
for flower, kitchen -and rose ens, shrubberies,

rockeries, lawns, efc. : s
POETICAL CLIPPINGS
Andante of Schubert
As you played on, my bursting heart stood still.
Years passed away; it seemed I stood again
Numbed with the sudden bitterness of paln,
And watched my dream fade o'er the twilit hill

And now outside the wild night and its fears
Brings back your haunting cry thro’ all the years.

o

So deep, so black, the stormy eve peers in
Through my uncurtained window. Rough and hoarse,
Ag if with human grief and real remorse, ;
Screams the loud wind’s harsh and incessant din.
But here within, your old-world, gentle tune
Has brought again the tenderness of June.

Dear, as you play, my half-closed eyes seem wet.
Out from the eerie corner’s gloom there seem
To steal those loved ones of a misty dream—

Loved ones, long gone, whom I can ne'er forget.
O grey and white, their questioning faces smile
In my dim eyes to speak to me awhile. g

As you played on, my broken heart was healed.
Love could not die. I still could softly zo
. Back thro’ old memaries’ long vales of snow,
To where the paths meet by the clover field.
1 only have to close mine eyes to see
" Their smiling faces from Eternity. ;

8 ; One Summer’s Day ;
The -day. is gone, - With sweet .refret we wateh
"The .dusky veil of night enclose it round-
The cresdent moon.ascends the silent dome,
While wh(i;a flowers gleam:- like stars upon the
groun T

Dear heart! Do I behold the angels lean,
- To muse with wonder in their mystic eyes
How life upon this golden day

‘Was ¢'en ‘as fair as theirs in Paradise?

& . QCared for Nobedy
Tis is the song'the miller sang, -
The selfish miller of Dee;
“I care for nobedy, no, not I,
And nobody cares for me.”
He ate and drank, and worked and slept,
Money and land had he, - L
But never a poorer mortal stept
Than the selfish miller of Dee,
>

*.So he lived alone, he had no kin;
_And in all the countryside -

There wasn't & mortal cared a pin
. ~he lived or he died.

No friend era crossed his garden stile,
No stranger wished him good-day. -
To npr: ll:‘:kug: ‘!‘s gm:‘m ou; lite;

And it ouble its care
Lovin lighten the hardest strife,
love should die,
¢t Dee,
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