THE PALATIAL ‘“ EMPRESS *’

Handsome Hotel Structure of C.P..
R. Now Practically Completed

Herewith is repruvdnced an excellent
photograph of the Empress Hotel, just
approacaing completion by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company. It
was taken specially for the Colonist by

Palatial C.P.R. Em
L VSO

Messrs. Fleming Bros, and 1is the
very latest view of the imposing struc-
ture which will be formally opened for
business in a few months’ time. To
one who remembers the ite as a for-
mer mere mudhole formed by the wa.
ters of James Bay, the change whica
has been wrought by the architect and
builder is nothing short of marvellous.
It was long tne popular lmprqsslon
that the area whica has been covered
by th¢ handsome structure which now
rears its lofty head there, was abso-
lutely worthless as a civic asset. Cer-
tain it is that but for the circumstance
that a conipany possessed of tae im-
mense financial resourcesloflthe (131 Pi
R. interested, 1t would long have
‘m:(?:éu -uhutmg'ed. He1s ‘adupen uP'if
in the next hundred years the area
would have been put to any practical
“use by private enterprise, on account
of the huge expenditure necessary to.
make it of any value.
_After repeated memorials from' the
Board of Trade and the Tourist Asso-
ciation the C. P.-R. was induced to
open negotiations with the ecity look-
ing to the acquirement of.the site for
the purposes of erecting a large tourist
hotel. A bylaw providing for the
8rant of land, freedom from taxation
and free water received the almost
unanimous endorsation - of the rate-
payers, and on October 14th, 1904, In-
sSpector W, W. Northcott .issued tae
building' permit. ‘ !
Shortly afterwards the big ' r ilway
company let a contract for thd exca-

could have driven
ed shores exhaled
fume,

the horizon.

of western Asia.

these ports than

railway - has
through * the
would only be the

the Orient for. its
interesting history.

I have been here two
and watched for a rough sea, and then
a vexing mist hiding -the Olympics on
Victoria has its own to
find only sparkMng waves, with now
lotbs bloom . luring to permanent resi-
dence, if not to indolence.
all Canada has- so large an indepen-
dent population ewho. live here because
they choose it, while the native-born
Victorian. has his passionate love of 3
his city. and.ef his Islend, .Many. .of for Britain if many a colonial ruler
them  would fain be a.erown colony;
trading only with -the great seaports
ters With the dividing
mountains, it loeks as if nature.would
have it so, and ' Vietoria is

dreamy summer atmosphere.

a slumbrous

easy path
‘but that
beginning ‘of an ar-

gument I would better leave alone.
This Beautiful Capital
of British Columbia, which looks

to
commerce, has an
It was in March,

No city in

nearer
San Francisco. I
know .one can readily..reply that the
made -"an
mountains,

his hand, and ruled the land
with wisdom and grace, like the fabl-
ed king who judged sitting in the sun.
'Like him, too, his ‘“city” was among
the rocks, with forests of fir added.
This standarf fir of British Columbia
did not receive its name from the fa-
ther of his country, but from Doug-
las, the botanist, who made the fam-
ous blunder about the altitude of Mrs.
Brown about Hooker. Herein was the
wisdom of James Douglas. He paid
no working heed to despatches from
Downing ‘street;. and it had been well

had  done likewise. One of thaese of-
ficial documents, as read and remem-
bered by Agnes Deans Cameron, was
as follows: “You will immediately
proceed to gather all the Indians of
Caledonia - (note the imperial notions
of B. C, geography) into reservations,
where law and the gospel may con-
.veniently be presented to them. Sir
Bartle Frere has recently pursued this
iplan with marked success among the
| Kaffirs at the Cape.” At this moment
{I fancy I hear, down the years, the
echo -of a boisterous laugh as the
sturdy governor laid down the docu-
ment. To quote Miss Cameron: “B.
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and building began,
Fort Victoria
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village grew slowly.- :In 1857,

las became governor.

of the harber. There are

song till midnight.
gold rush from California came,
30,000 miners wintered

SRS . R

ing such an ass to set a valuation on
failed

into
eursing ‘when told that here, where
enclosures, men
could “average six a day without fa-

Long before the city was laid out

was the chief human feature. of the jand glade

In 1849, a small dairy was the]
the
.Douglas and a later
chief factor -eachcbuilt a house, and a
there
was but one whagf on the harbor, al-
though the town had been laid out in
streets five years before when Doug-
For long the
Hudson’s Bay fort was the most im-
posing building «of the town, and there
was also a fort on the northeast side
pleasant
and romantic records of social life in
those days; it was riding parties and
high tea or tea-dinner with dance and
In 1858 the great
and
in Viectoria;
and in 1862 the city was incorporated.
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tbing under leafy wraps
ivy.
alley ‘over sixty feet long.

umns, is the music room with an
mense recess for a pipe organ.

conservatory ‘with tiled floon

on the same grand scale.

you look across the strait of Juan de
crestéd Olympic
range and Mount Baker, while nearer
lie. the mountains of Vancouver. Is-
: green
forests covering their summits: Every
on
some grand . aspect of nature beyond

of
enclosure;
and in a year or two the stone wall
itself will seem a living thing, throb-
of ' English
The house has seaward a spa-
cious colonade with thirty-three Greek
columns and under this is a bowling
Separated | a
from the drawingroom by doric col-
im-
Be-
yond this, with'folding doors, is the
The
dining room has two Tudor arches
and the library and billiard room are
[ The pan-
eHing is of native Douglas fir, treated
S0 as to enhance its beautiful grain.
The large hall is,lighted mainly from
the dome and has a red brick fire-

son, winter or summer, the material-
istic significance of wheat,
come to Avontuur. Within
there is much to interest the
such as an. old: library with first edi-
tions to his hand, even to

from the past, and a wonderful hunt-
ing scene in tapestry, done by an an-
cestor in France, for the
owned. by an old French name, Lene-
veu. Among the guests are English
people belonging to the army or navy,

or other eutposts of the Empire, have
drifted ‘this way ‘and made the

Island Their Home

to big fish and game in India.

any catch below a
weight.

with "rod "and fly,
60 1<4 pounds.
mon

Dr. X. has this in com-

vation of the site. This was a huge
job, " demanding an exhibition of the
best engineering skill. A temporary 3
retaining wall was built, and the wa._
ter pumped out. This laid. bare a
s0ggy,mass of silt—the  accumulation
of centuries—which extended in some
places to a depth of 25 feet. Argiant
clam-shell dredge was put to work,
and for months it labored day in and
day out at the apparently interminable
“task-of “getting down to ‘bed-rock.”
At last this, which proved .the most
difficult portion of the entire job, was
-accomplished, and tae work of putting
the foundations commenced. Piles
‘were driven over, the entire area of the
site, in some instances to- a “depth of
25 féet, and on this flooring was laid
down the solid conerete foundation.
- With an eye to the future, provision
was made for an ultimate enlargement|-
of the hotel, foundation being made
for an additional wing. And right
here it may be mentioned that already
the company has decided to préceed
. at an early date with the contemplat-
2d enlargement 4

After long and vexatious delays, the
Dominion government was’ induced to
allow the King Edward dredge to come
to. Victoria ‘and pump ‘the mud which
had accumulated in James Bay over
the retaining wall to cover the armea
around 2 _foundation. which- }1\ §
been excavated K This work was’ in
terrupted on several oecasions-owing|:
to .the necessity of the dredge putting
In an appearance at New Westmin-
ster, -hut finally it was accomplished,
‘the corporation meanwhile assisting
in the filling-in process by “hauling
earth from Spring Ridge and else-
where. :

The® contract for. the superstructure &
was awarded -to - Messrs. Gribble,
Skene & Co. the plans being wn
by F. M. Rattenbury, the architect,
Préssed brick was the chief material,
with stone facings and_ copings from
the Haddington Island’ qQuarries The
building is seven stories in. height,
with 300 rooms . s

Messrs Lemon, Gonnason & Co. were
awarded the contract for the main in-
terior fittings——this including  the
major portion of the mill work. That
this firm has executed its task in a
highly satisfactory fashion is shown
‘not .only by the beautiful aspect off
sthe interior, but by the praise  be-
.stowed upon it by the contractors.
Mr James Lemon, the senior member|.
of the filrm, gave his personal super-
vision to the job in hand, and has ad-

. Ged materially to its laurels in -this’
connection Messers. Weiler Bros.
have placed in position some of the
more ornate woodwork  equipment,
but the doors, sashes, floorings, etc.,
have mostly been supplied- by Messrs.
Lemon, Gonnason & Co.

It is expected that within a few
months time the palatial. Empress
hotel will be formally opened to the
public Most of the interior furnish-
ings are .on hand or en route. They
were selected in the most famous marts |
of the world by Mrs. Hayter Reed,
wife of the superintendent of C. P.
R.: hotels, and are said to be the
most sumptuous of any hote in Can-
ada.. Messrs. Challoner, Mitchell & Co.
Will ‘supply much of the silver and
tableware, and -the warehouses of
e Messrs Weiler Bros.: will also. be ‘drawn.

Very Latest View of the Palatfal 'C.P.B. Empress Hotel Structure, James Bay Embankment
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Photo by Fleming Bros. .

upon._ for a considerable amount of
furniture. § 2
Just now the plasterers and wood-
finishers and decorators are busy
putting Ythe finishing touches on the
interior of the huge structure. Much
work requires to be done om the
grounds surrounding the big .building
While the immense area has been
pretty fully filled gvith earth, a top
dressing has yet ‘t0 be puf in posi-
tion before the landscape ' artist can
(take up the work of arranging for
the .shrubbery and fleral adornment.
The old Pendray paint works, which
have been remodelled and will be
utilized as a power-house and laun-
dry in connection with the hotel, are
€lmost ready for occupancy Messrs.
Lemon, Gonnason & Co. also have in
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curious and angry,

This was the first

than half a

1888, on the rocks
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THROUGH VISITOR’S EYES |Bank of Montreal
g onsort, and finally

Charming Pen Picture of Some of | 1839 ‘the company

the Chief Attractions of Victoria

“M. T.” writing in the Manitoba,
Free Press: If ‘Tennyson had lived
in Victoria while writing ““The Lotos
Eaters,” he had not needed to invent
his landscape to suit ‘the soft oblivion

- or the dreaming Slumber which it
brings. This is not to say that the
landscape would have been the same.
It would not, but it would have suiteq,
wita its firs and pines and aromatic

““edors, its slow waning afternoons and

couver Island.
Richard Blanchard
the ' first - colonial
salary. In two
home, and

;ed in his-place.

1843, that a small black steamer call-
ed ‘'the Beaver, built ten years before
by order of that famous ‘“company of
trading

agé of the Sailor King,
Camosin harbor, with = Chief
Douglas and fifteen men
The Indians of the Songhees village,

amine and learn the meaning of “the
big canoe that smokew and thunders.”

these Pacific waters,
century
served her “hofiorable company,” go-
ing to her doom one summer night in

The landmark is preserved
by a tablet on a building opposite the

was changed to Albert for the prince

grant, the sole right of trading  for
twenty-one years with
west of the-Rockies.
quired -by charter the whole -of Van-
In the

years he returned

Douglas, the: Real Founder,

and father of the colony, was appoint-
He immediately con-
structed -a representative- and self-

into " Hudson's
under the patron-
anchored  in
Trader
on Dboard.

phddled out to ex-
steanmier to plough

and - for. more
she faithfully

off = the harbor
Douglas -cleared
a ‘fort, naming it

The first name

to Victoria.
had, by

From
crown

the
In 1849

Indians
it ac-

same
was sent
governor,

year
out .as
without

C. is big enough to place in it, side by
side, at the same time, two Englands,
three Irelands, four Scotlands and still
leave 5,000 square miles uncovered.”
Among the :

Lasting Achievements
Douglas wrought for the province are
the splendid roads over which the un-
thinking tourist bowls. He sowed the
seed of ‘the Scotch broom, which
8rows everywhere so abundantly. He
would carry it in his pocket and scat-
ter it when driving. Victorians have
done honor to his memory in different
ways. -

Here is a bit of an incident in early
B, C. history. ' When Captain Gordon,
brother of Prime Minister Aberdeen,
rvisited Vaneouver Island, he was
treated to a . dish of smoking hot sal-
mon. “What - is that?” he asked
“Salmon; we have plenty here”
“Have you flies and rods?’ “No; we
use lines and bait! the Indians catch

them in nets.” “No flies and rods!
then indeed you have turned sav-
ages.” Fishing therefore being out of

the question for ‘the captain and his

party, of sportsmen, the swiftest
horses were ordered and the - noble
visitors rode, to a deer hunt. Finlay-

son, the Hudson’s'Bay factor, asked
Gordon: “Is not this beautiful?” and
received for\an answer: “I would not
give one of the bleakest knolls of all
the bleak hills of Scotland for twenty
such islands, arrayed like this in bar-

s

baric glory.” Finlayson asked himself
what the' gevernment mearnt by sénd-

It now covers an area of eight square
miles and has a population of over
25,000, of which some 5,000 are Chin-
ese, There are many . show placey
and  many, beautly spots, and many
within the city, limits—from one to
seven acres, with luxuriant growth of
trees and shrubs, vines and flowers,
with not too much stiff landscape
gardening, and all as secure from in-
trusion and noise as though leagues
away—surely this  is
A Country Home

Yesterday we had afternd®n tea in one
of these mansions, whose ~ chief in-
terior feature was its .magnificent hall,
which was all in a bloom with masses
of cut flowers. .To descend its stair-
way and walk to the drawingroom
was to breathe a spirit of  noblesse
oblige. I thought of what a well
influence of stately old houses. He
felt bound to the best within him
when he must walk a great distance
from his bed-window to his bed. p
early all of these residences are built
of wood, many of ‘them shingled with
cedar.! In my wanderings I strayed
into a' place owned by an early Vie-
torian family on Rockland = heights,
where a modern wooden residence in
colonial style is nearing completion,
The “stone fence surrounding the six
acres and the foundation wall, which
varies in height from four to thirteen
feet, was built of stone taken off the.
site. The outlook from every side of
the house includes seven” beautiful
bays. From the drawingroom window

place. There are fire-places every-
where, and the house has many other
points  (notably seven bathrooms)
which space forbids chronicling. Al-
together it will be a “homey” place
for a “house party.” The whole con-
struction is homey 1In a patriotic
sense, all the materials used being na-
tive te the Island. The contract price
of house and stable is only $30,000.

The house in which we are staying
is an old family residence set in an
acre of garden, with an orchard be-
hind, leading to the street, and across
the driveway a tennis court. The
walks of the garden are bordered with
perennial flowers in

Rich and Redolent Bloom

and crowded,  sheltering trees and
shrubbery are everywhere. There are
tall, straight, shivering poplars, high
branching oak and radiant green lo-
cust trees; there are cedar and juni-
per and rowan, walnut and elm; there
are, holly and laurel and elder and
various other sorts. And the name
of this home in the old garden is
Avontuur, a sweet Dutch word mean-
ing literally evening hour. I wish
there were words compact of perfume
to tell the scents of the garden when
the loosening evening breeze, faintly
salt, comes:through the trees. We sit
in their close shade on the edge of a
vignette of lawn while the sun is
high, all the city shut out. It is the
gentle Elia’s sweet security with a
difference. If any weary denizén of}

e

minded Walton he envies no
anything but that he should
more fish than himself.

Right by Avontuur is Beacon Hill
park, a reservation of 300 acres high
above, yet on the edge of, the Strait
of Juan de Fuca. Rather the park
lies undulatingly about the hill, which
overlooks city and harbor, strait and
mountain; and whose abrupt, though
grassy descent to the water, is inter-
sected by a driveway called Dallas
road. There are miles of driving in
the park under huge forest trees or
winding about the picturesque ponds
edged with weeping willow and larch,
cedar and holly, and other trees that
speedily adapt themselves to this
warm, moist atmosphere. There ig
a species of pine which loks like ce-
dar or cedar which looks- like pine,
called Wellingtonia, which grows to
enormous and

Stately Proportions
It begins to branch out at the ground
and ascends to a point at the summit.
Of cultivated trees the holly has the
greatest commercial value, and wise
people with opportunity are now
planting them with an eye to the fu-
ture. At ten years, a healthy holly
will yield $45 and then should be left
a year to rest. I was told of a per-
son who took $75 worth of holly from
a ‘tree one Christmas, but it ruineq
the tree. Holly thrives better here
than anywhere on the coast, and Se-
attie ‘itself. would furnish a market

man
catch

Winnipeg wishes to escape for a sea-

for all that can be produced for years

let him
doors
guest,

Salvin’s
Bible, and portraits looking wistfully

garden is

who, after service in India or Africa

And very gentle people they are, with
fund of interesting reminiscences.
One of them, a retired surgeon, is an
old sportsman who loves to hark back
He is
seventy years old and still loves fish-
ing above all earthly joys, scorning
twenty-pound
Yesterday he left for his pet
fishing waters near the mouth of the
Campbell river, where he once taught,
a fish weighing

with the meek and heavenly-

5N

to come. It is estimated that
acre of holly were planted on thy
of her birth and cultivateq as ad
on her twenty-first birthday an
torian girl would pPossesg an inds
dent fortune, and the expense
tivation is only a trifle. But «
in'the park by the ponds, spann
their narrow places wich quaint |
one of which is an almong
arch of native granite. 1t .,
by Chinamen, who it seems ¢,
would make no other. Aj d:
dozens of white swans, pr
graceful, swim the shallow vater
if motion were symmetry ang y
melody rolled into one. I
ful how these haughty bi
their heads with the smont) es
while they forage for vulgar
the bottom of

The Baby Lake

Stand a mere human gentleman
his head for any purpose
and see how soon he is cov:;
shame and ridicule. But i
his snowy whiteness, grace an
metry, the swan is a disagre

sufferably conceited bird, a
his selfish, ugly temper in hic
One of the ponds is alive
fish darting in brilllany shoals
groups of white pond |j]
huge leaves lic in masse s
Smooth surface of the water
& 2zoo in the park with
of i wild and fierce crea T
enclosure are 'a moos- and

deer, which come and eat
our open hands in utmost g0od ¢
radeship. They are beautiful o
.tures with large, liquid brown,
numan eyes, that betoken
and charming quality you
imagine, The only creature i
park, and I have only named a
which I loathe, is a fat hair
Wwhich looks like Ysaye. It lie
bundle of senses, battening in th
ter and the sun like an ugly VT,
Not far away in the open, where only
Scotch broom 8rows, on a granite pv"-
destial stand Burns and his Highl:
Mary in bronze; the first monume
to the poet erected on the conti
I believe Toronto thought herself
Py in claiming the precedence, wh
the alert

a
a

n

Agnes Deans Cameron

whipped out her little Victorian wes
pon and nipped that in the bud. &
did not tell/ me so herself. Near
mcnument hangs a huge rusty ¢
ese bell, taken during the Boxer
bellion by a lieutenant in the

who exhibited it wherever his
called, and finally presented it to his
native port. It is worth noting that
English daisies bloom under your feet
in the park twelve months in the vear,
and that in one corner is a native
glade, which old country people sa
as like a bit of a Scotch estate as i
it were in Scotland. I have left no
Space to tell of the pride and jov of
Victoria, the parliament bilduings, but

n-
re-
navy

they will keep. “The Gorge” will not
keep tHér * minute. And st a
protest’ against the -name. Carwosun,

the ancient name of the harbor, shoud
heve been retained for this phenom-
ena of nature. It is ¥ndian, with the
poetic and literal Indian meaning, “the
place where the waters are troubled.”
This place is the narrow passage
about half way up an estuary of the
harbor called Victoria Arm, one of the
loveliest fjords on the Pacific coast,
creeping its serpentine length between
high hills, forest clad to the brink on
either side. Right In the passage the
trouble stirs and grows to a furious
battle of the waters, when the tide
returning from the upper~ estuary
meets the tide.coming up

From the Outer Sea
The upper water, with an oily ripple
on its,surface, slips smoothly down till

it reaches the gorge, to be suddenly
lashed into a raging, reversible cas-

cade. But the stronger waters from
the sea conquer, and ere 1long ths
channel is again a placid inlet. You
can reach the Gorge by boat and

canoe up the Arm, or by carriage and
car along the roadway. 'Going by the
road you pass the Indian reserve al-
most in the heart of the city, and see
growing sweet peas and white “"“}‘i'
ing hanging to dry. No white man's
money can lure them to sell so much
as a foot of soil. The tribe is a Com-
mune, hence the difficulty. Specula-
tion is in the air here, and if real es-
tate keeps climbing up the Songhees
may one day be very wealthy.
; .

Victoria is the seat of government
and the capital of British Colun
It is charmingly situated on
southeast of Vancouver Island,
for climate and surroundings has no
rival in Canada. Victoria is the oldest
town in the province, dating back to
1846. It leaped into prominence dur-
ing the gold excitement and grew rap-
idly in trade and population. The city
is substantially built, there being
many fine stone and brick blocks In
the business portion, while the private
houses, surrounded by beautiful lawns,
gardens and shrubberies, are pictur-
esque and cosy. The Parliament build-
ings, overlooking James bay, is ona
of the finest exampies of architecture
in America. We were conducted over
it, and I was interested to \hear 1
the architect was the son of the Rev.
H. O. Rattenbury, of Bradford, and
the stonemasons for the building v«
also Yorkshiremen. Parliament bu
ings includes one of the fi
museums in North America. = It
tains fine collections of natural
tory, mineral, agricultural and
ticultural ‘specimens, and is-a c¢
of great interest to visitors. Beac:
Hill park, a natural pleasure ground,
facing the strait of Juan de Fuca. af-
fords one of the most magnificer
views in the world, as we saw fro
our motor run, the snow-clad heights
of the Olympian range and the 1
dome-like Mount Baker forming
background of an enthralling pic
Victoria Arm gnd the Gorge form
of the most beautiful stretches of
land water imaginable, and there
many other delightful bays and in
which lend peculiar attraction
variety to the scene. With such
wealth of natural beauty Victoria
fast becoming the Mecca of the tour
ist, many thousands from all parts
of the world visiting Victoria ever
yvear. The Canadian Pacific railwav
is building a magnificent hotel,
Empress,” near ‘the parliament bulld-
ings.—J. G. in Sheffield Independent.

1t is rathe
jittle attent
recently to
of the scien
flluminatio
that it-has:
the degree
for different
of light-souj
not been a
to them.

It .is a
the

energy OF
into light,
tificial 1igh
duced is W
are many
exceed hal
even mo'l'e
omical side
astrous eff§
the numero
ments.

the desired
that very 3§
{mportance.
ployed for_
the propq

—_—
“Ought
human life?
a chapter K
chnikoff’'s 1
these essay
describes
together -an|
regarding
studies arg
since they
distressing
can be modi
ravages of
His “initia
attempt to
merits exaj
doesn’t seenj
reply. The
ant social
bearing dir
the individ
Old .peopl
in the cou
providing fq
are a heavy
and upon t
istics show
miHi~n pers|
enty, ‘and
sents a su
year. If w
menting th
of centenar|
culties woul
Setting a
the purely {
it is certain

More than
home in thg
Kumbum.
age they ar
walled in f
They may |
sions, they
side when 1
the great ¢

Lieut. -'W.
army, went
ago, equipp
Chimese res
which enabl
remain the
careful stud
brated of
inmates.
about Kum}
light upon {]
devotees.

Most of
eigners and
Oous specimg
said that t
ing the Chi
sians a sti
was sufficiq
foreign dev:
Chinese, an
ese will so

Kumbum

Th

Time and
contended iy
Wwarships to
modern pro
authorities
the scheme
that for oH
many is g
Scheme, an
ed with int
sayed the t4
captured,
ment in t
8reat interd
Originally |
and fourtee
erior to th{
taneously b
n having t|
ers. Eight
Now he rey
inch guns {
quite a sui
Weight is cf
a 10-inch
energy of 3
8reater tha
Quick-firer
fifth the we
about 6,000
Ccepted that
this Vickers
Which will
ing strengt
€qual almosg|

atori andg
Spectively Y
and the Ar
the Mikasa,
Bun power
ord Nelsoy
6-inch quicy
trusive torp

“Many m
the ten Fo
€ans .in the
Similarly rd
government:



