lin
akes Reply
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Tarte’s Policy
On Hatbors.

Nothing Fer Yictoria But Money

sion Company. It is considered little
short of a public scandal that one of
the interested parties in a rival concern
should be the close confidential adviser
of the colonial secretary on this matter.
INFLUX OF CHINESE.
Sir Richard Cartwright, the other day,
informed Mr. MecInnes that the reason
why the government did not present a

Of Victorians

At the Fronu

Chatty Letter From John Todd

S
——

sentries, dogs, etc., we arrived baelk .
and weary just in time to turn ot at
a.m. B8ix nice broilers we had for our
paius and risks, as the trophies of war;: hot
cotititing a dog whose nozzle we hag to
bind up, and we had to drag him along wi'th
us, He seemed to want to know what w ¢
wanted at first, and made such a hoodoo®
Aabout it until four hands suddenly stopped

. tired

after quite an exciting trip d'owg )“tmh' e s son qwme\.ﬁe g:y“h;l:

black as the ace of

Fnday last, I assurea

x.'onor in conformity witn my promise of
Your Honor of my

spades.
3|10s. a month, that is 10d each, or about

20 cents in -Canadian money, and for that
€ washes all our pannikins after each

on | 2lse the pots and pans, which he
mm;:..'th water and brings to the cook. He
arrives a' 5 am. His first duty.is to hustle
08 water to wash with, then he cooks our
porridge, then €Ieans our mess tins, after

abilih,” to command a orit;
House to-day, and s ket g

ing regret at Your
missing your ministers,

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient
servant,

Victoria Joins
The Long Roli

the

this was sufficientl
demonstry'ted when the house on dlvmo:
of 23 to 15- approved a resolution express-
Honor’s action in dis-

Branch of the Red Cross So-
clety Organized Here
Last Evening.

bill last session to increase the entry tax
on Chinese was because it was not con-
sidered advisable to introduce such a
measure, Possibly a bill of this kind
might be brought down this session. The

which he fills our water bottles and runs
errandg, What with pots, etc., he is kept
gong all .0t $2.43 a month, out of which
he supports s Vife and two children. Of
course I do moy know how luxurious they

C. A. SEMLIN.
——g L
THE RECEIPT OF THE NEWS.

How Victorians Awakened to Great Joy

am, that we decided to let him see every-
thinX. So back to camp he came, one
pushing him along, one pulling and one ad-
vance gnard bringing up the rear with the
chickens,” It was really comical. I cannot

Letter to His Honor
nant Governor
Dismissal,

Without Stint for Little
Eastern Hamlets

Who Was Killed At Modder
River.

ba,

| Subjects Brought
the Lieutenant
bvernor.

pmlin yesterday give to
ply to the letter of the
rnor dismissing him..
the reply Mr. Semlin

His Honor has taken
giving publicity to his
ismissing his advisers, I
espass on  your space
and ask only that it
ual prominence,

“C. A, SEMLIN.”

lows:
toria B.C., Feb. 28, 1900.

ble T. R. Mclnnes, Esq.,
or of British Columbia.

e honor In replying to
tter of the 27th, in which
you bave mno longer con-

vice of my colleagues and
as follows: That many of
ned seem to me to be mere-
partmental administration,
hich we believe we were to
nor, rather than to be in-
Honor.
ph 1, Your Fonor eclaims
given you the benefit of
nce the 9th of March last,
e to the act of 1899 to sub-
position, The act referred
y Your Homor, enacts that
11 consist of a provineia!
hey-general, chief commis-
and works, minister of fin-
ulture, minister of mines
the council.
bositions were filled. It ‘is
inister held and performed
wo positions, but I am not
Honor ever intimated that
that the country ever suf-
cause,
further refers to the as-
by me in September last,
doubt that when the house
that I could depend upon
jhe members to support my
think, sir, that the fact of
ng been in session nearly
hd the government having
majority until Friday last,
uliar combination, a major-
for the first time recorded
oof that I did not overrate
he government in its rela-
slative assembly.
p the «charges set forth by
paragraph 8, I beg to quote
rom a letter written by the
Cotton, chief commissioner
orks, on the subject:
b to paragraph 3, respecting
arrants which His Honor re-
the facts are very simple.
ent of the trail from Hope
v, for which $1,000 was ap-
the legislature, was ordered
Commissiomer to be carried
ime for its eompletion before
the appropriation. Owing,
lhe scarcity of men and the
season, there was nnexpected

o the $10,000 to the improve-

Yukon Misgovern.nent Has lts
Results--Trips for' Wives
of Faithful.

rrom Our Own Correspondent,

Ottawa, Feb. 24.—The week in par-
liament has been ° inexpressibly dull
from a business standpoint. The de-
pate on the contingent resolutions is
still in progress, and although the Con-
servatives are ".dispesed to allow the
resolutions to pass, i1t does not suit the
purpokes of the government to facilitate
the progress of business. Parliament
has been in session almost a month, and
practically  there is nothing aceom-
plished. - The government is putting a
pold face on its unpreparedness . with.

legislation, and eoolly asks the private Fosvernment reduces the = royalty,
' need not expect much more English capi-

members to surrender one of their days
for government business. Tt is ex-
pected that the debate on the resolu-
tions will terminate during the coming
week, and then the opposition will insist
upon seeing something of _the minis-
terial measures.
SLIGHT TO VICTORIA.

The impudent letter which Mr. Tarte
caused to be sent to the Vietoria board
of trade has been seen by many mem-
bers of parliament, and  at an early
date Col. Prior will take occasion to
haul the Minister of Public Works
over the coals. Mr. Tarte in his letter
makes it clearly understood that he
does not desire nor. intend to do any-
thing for Victoria. . He pleads that
everything which the government is
asked to do cannot be accomplished in
four years; but while an important
work like the improvement of Victoria
harbor is left untouched, the govern-
ment can spend $500,000 on the con-

struction of the lock at St. Andrew’s |

rapids, below = Winnipeg, .a work .of
minor importance as ' compared with
Victoria, and hundreds of thousands of
dollars in building wharves and preak-
waters at tenth-class harbors in the
Maritime Provinces,

A MONTREAL SCANDAL.

Along with the cldaims for public
works which the government has-to
face are scores of applications from
hangers-on of the Liberal party. Qne
of the most glaring political jobs which
has just been perpetrated is the ap-
pointment of Mr. James MecShane, ex-
M. P., to the position of harbor master
at the port of Montreal. The nomina-
tion is not made directly by the govern-
ment, but by the members of the har-
bor commission, who are chosen by the
federal authorities, Mr. MecShane has
absolutely no qualifications for the posi-
tion; in faet it is said that he ecan
hardly tell the difference between the
bow and the stern of a vessel. Viec-
toria people, who are well acquainted
with shipping, will well understand how
oamer i ok Epy T
master who ng experience
iearned #ll' about the conditiohs = #nd
needs of the different classes of vessels
visiting a port. ‘There is such a man
available in Montreal, named Captain
Bourassa, a mariner of great experi-
-ence ‘and who had been acting harbor
master for some years. His _appeint-
ment was endorsed by all the business

swould soon - be relieved, but tetally |

following are the statistics of Chinese
immigration during the past four years,
although the minister would not guaran-
tee their absolute accuracy, as there was
pretty good evidenc_e, he said, that a large
number of the Chinese entering Canada
simply passed through en route to the
United States. The figures given are
as follows: 1897, 2,422: 1808, 2,150;
1899, 4,366; for the six monthe ending
December 31, 1899, 047.
YUKON MISGOVERNMENT.
There is eome tilk of holding a com-
mission - of injuiry into ~Yukom affairs.
‘The exodus from Dawson is impressing
the government. - The reduction in the
population of Dawson Trom 16,000, which
it had last year, to 4,445, as officially re-
ported two months ago, is attributed
partly to the Cape Nome boom, but in
arge measure to misgovernment in the
Yukon district. ‘The royalty has con-
tributed materially to crippling the de-
velopment of the mining industry, and
Mr, Louise Coste, who has just returned
¢ and, states that, untilththe
ey

tal to. be invested in the Yukon country.
Such a statement, coming from a gentle-
man who hold a high position in the gov-
ernment ‘setvice, is very significant,
Last session Mr. Davin asked for Mr.
Coste’s Teport on the Teslin Liake rail-
way route, but for some reason or other.
Mr. Tarte does not seem disposed to
bring down the report. The opposition,,
however, intend to insist upon its pro-
duction. : 4

Cronje’s Army
Are Not Sorry

Welcome Relief From the Awful
Daily Hall of British
Shell.

Panic on Their Night March
—Promised Succ)r That
Never Came,

e

London, Maréh 8.—=& gpetial coites-
pondent telegraphing frém Paardeberg
on February 27 says:

*A curious ‘piece of ~news has just
been related to me by Cromje’s aide-de-
camp, It appears that Cronje was in
daily heliographic communiecation with
Gen. Dewet, who he supposed was

e

Cronje heliographed that unless he was
relieved  immedintely he would feel
bound to surrender. Gem. Dewet re-
plied with a cheering message, urging
him to hold on longer amd that he

failed to effect any diversioni
The mounted infantry to-day reeom-
noitered the Boers approaching from
the south, and after drawing- shell fire
returned.

“The prisoners all appear: to: regard
the blow as severer than it’ids rega
by the British.

rded | English sources: 2,500 Boers killed, 20,-

He_ Tells of All the Victorians

and Experiences in the
: Camp.

The followlng chatty letter was recefved
by William Laird from J. 8t.C. Todd, one
of the Victorlans who was Kkilled at the
battle of Modder River on February 18:

Canadian Contingent, :
Belmont, S.A., Jan. 20, 1900,
Time to write again. What shall it be?

Sure I can think of nothing much, stili,
I want to write you a good long letter this
time. I wish I felt like writing, and then
perhaps I could manage; but in this hot,
dusty place it is about all I can lo to write
at all; but then I promised, so I will start
in and do my best, holding your welcome
to it up as a bait. So you see now what
I can‘do with that before me. i
-We are still here. The general advance
has not commenced as yet and all troops
are simply lying on their arms waiting.
There is a rumor about that it is to com-
mence next week and that the Canadians
are to march within a few days to join a
column that is bound for the capture of
Bloemfontein, which is ‘about eighty miles
from here. I do not know if there is a bit
of truth in this or not, but I know there
is surely something In the wind, that is,
Jjudging by circumstantial evidence, as we
have been having ten and twelve mile
ronte marches for the last ten days. This
is to harden us up so that we can stand
something. Also because all those sick
who could not stand six days’ march have
been shipped to Orange River hospital.
Again, they are taking very good care of
our feet, so that taking it all in all it looks
very much as if we soon will be on the
move. This is the greatest outfit; we know
nothing, absolutely nothing, of what is go-
ing on outside of our own regiment. Some-
times we see trains pass here with men,
mules, guns and ammunition, but even
then a fellow has to be on station guard
to see that, as they generally pass in the
night, We ask questions, but get very: lit-
tle satisfaction, as they Kknow
themselves, . There are a great number of
rumors flying about all the time, I have

tion to them. We never know we are in
for anything until we get the order to pack
up, and generally we know where we are
bound for when we get there—not before.
I keep things packed up as near as possi-
bio, never bothering myself about anything,
take ev@yﬂmﬂg as it comes along and say
nothing, Sofiietimes I think, but not very
often, I am not here for that; I just put
it down in my diary and will compare
things by and bye. We have béeni here 41
days already. Out of that time, saeccord-
ing to my diary, 22 days have been spent
off duty, 6 on guard, 7 on Se¢ot Ridge, and
6 on patrol, besides, we have Puilt trenches,
redoubts and sand bag forts all Yound this

bringing up reinforeements. - Yesterday [place with its two houses and omfe store— |fit. He sleeps at #H times, and he gets up

which is not allowed to be open eh ac-
count of martial law being in force here—
roads, ‘rifie pits, lots of things that Bave
kept 'us busy, and for the last ten days

we have been kept guite busy. We know
no fighting is going on because no hospital
trains have passed, which is a bona fide

is going on here, although the *Yankees”
have to make mews, and so all reports are
unreliable. 'Well, you just ought to hear
#some of the reports here. These are from

route marches and drills, so you can ge& wa he likes it; but all the same it does
‘appearances, as he s

plece of evidence of no . fighting. You|.
know a whole lot more than I do of what

help laughiny every time I think of that
trip, although it was very risky. I was
the one pulling tiie dog. He was a fine
big Boer hound, as iFave as a lion when
we started, but with rough handling, pull-
ing him along, pushing, etc., why, we could
nozzle him when we got back with no fear
of being bitten. Another thing we had the
gall to do which makes me laugh every
time my mind wanders that way, and that
is that after we had nicely cleaned the
chickens I had the gall to go up and with
a face beaming with kindness I presentel
one of our friends, an officer, with two
fat broilers. Perhaps he knew where they
had come from—I think he did—but he
could not ask any questions when I said,
“With the compliments of No. 1 tent, of a
Neo. 1 company, of a No. 1 regiment, of a
No. 1 country, fighting for a No. 1 cause, in
a No. X country.” This took his
breath away, and as he was recovering it
I saluted and with a very stern military
look on my innocent-looking face, quietly
walked away. I bet a dollar to a doughnut
he enjoyed it. Perhaps you do not think
it right that we should commandeer an-
other man’s chickens? Well, I do not
want you to think I would steal anything
from anyone, no matter who and what he
is, as I would not even do such a thing
in thought, without I could fully satisfy
my conscience, I being a soldier does not
make me, like most of them, have no con-
sclence at all. In the first place between
enemies everything within reason is talr in
war. Anyone helping the enemy makes
himself liable to such sentiment, and he
has to take the risks, All property of such

people is confiscated. His sons are out

fighting us, and if we should g0 under they
woald appropriate our stuff. Well, we just

<commandeer some of theirs for our benefit,

which I think s right in these times of war.

Our captain is a fine fellow; a better man

I would not wish, nor do I think could be

found—kind and good, and every one in the

company likes him. Well, I guess I'll tell

you about some of the ' Victoria boys.

Somers got bit ‘by a bug this morning—

Some say a scorpion, some say a centipede.

I do not know- what it was; but any way

his leg swelled so that he can hardly

walk, and he is at the hospital now, I do

not believe it was very much, and he will

low in the outfit and seems to enjoy life
all the time. Smithurst is a ploneer and

is on regimental work. Cutting meat,
serving rtations and bossing niggers is
about all he does, and he looks good and
enjoys life. Neill has grown to be as fat
as a hog. His name now is “Fatty,” and
he is that lazy he sleeps half the time. He
enjoys life too. iGamble? Well, Clarke
Gamble is kind of ctanky, He thinks he
does every fatigie. He does a whole lot
of talking, but he is nof 80 bad, and when
we ldugh he is soon hig old self again.
1 think he thinks too much about His many
girl friends. Perhaps he is jealous. [ dii
thinking he too efjoys life and seems hap-
py, Brethour is the quietest man in our
tent, and he ig fhe tidest man in the out-

in the cool of the eéveming and takes a
stroll. Whenever any mail comes he is
wide awake, but he ?&‘s ot expressed his
opinion about this country, #o I cannot say

not seem to worry him muck jedging by
y gettis thin and
hasn’t had a sick day-slncé léweing.,

Talking about letters, Letiiut fs the man
who gazes most after ¢ach mail. He
seemg down-hearted, and! His* gird must be
going Pack on him. I' véntured to hint
that to Bim onpe night, and he fairly flew
t me, but he guieted down and’ expsessed
rm. belief in his own' and in her and that

live, but- stifl t‘\“" look healthy. Sure

right.
Just the same as ever,

liked and has not had a siek

thorals, I'm afraid, are belng eorm, t°d

say, ‘‘Dog gone it,” twice in
the dust settled on his dinner,
Expect a letter from you as the mail }s

coming im to-night. Wonder if I'l} get one?
Well, this is all

one day as

3. 8T.C. T.

Mr. Semlin
Makes Reply

(Continued from Sixth Page.)

advised me to make, by'order in couneil,
submitted on the 18 ultimo, an important
change in the Mineral Act. Permit me to
say that this statement is misleading. No
change in the act was proposed, but a regu-
lation which was considered by me to be
within the power of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor in councll to pass.

‘“‘Upon the question of the regulation re-
ferred to, it s plain that if a certificate
of improvement is isstied in mistake by any
officer, or otherwise improvidently, a power
should exist somewhere of rectifying that
mistake,

“‘As the Mineral Act stands, no express
provision exists upon the subject. There
is, however, a section (143) which states
that ‘The Lieutenant-Governor in council
may make such orders as are deemed ne-
cessary from time to time to carry out the
provisions of this act according to the
true intent, or to mheet the cases which may
arise, and foF which no provision is made
in the act, or when the provision which is
made is ambiguous or doubtful; and may

nothing | be O.K. again. He Is the best natured fel- | {urther make and declare any regulations

which are considered necessary to give the
provisions in this clause contained full ef-

got so that I do not pay the least atten- [ does not belong to our company mow. He |fect.” ‘1 was of the opinion that under this

section a regulation might be framed which
would give the power to the Lieutenant-
Governor in council to recall a certificate
of improvements which had been improvi-
dently issued. T consider that the words
of the section quoted were large enough to
include this power, but as the matter was
one of statutory construction, upon which
legal opinions might differ, I thought it
wise to take other advice, and consequently
consulted the counsel of standing in his pro-
icsslon in Victoria upon the point, The
counsel referred t6 agréed With my oplnloi.
“In these circumstances the government
concluded that a regulation could be framed
under this section (143) which would meet
the defeet in the act. It may be observed
here that it the fegulation had been put
in force no ome’s rights could .have been
lost. If the power to pass it was given

by the statute, then the regulation would be
effective,

“If the regulation ftenseended the pow-
ers glven to the executive By the statute,
it would be held ultra vires by the eourts.
“Granting that the power to deal with
this subject by regulation existed and that
there was a necessity for some provisiom
being made, the question whether that pro~
vision should be the subject of a regulatiom
or should be a matter of statute to be suh-
mitted to the house, was one entirely of

forgot Captaim Bigm, D2rd, didn’t I, when
mentioning the Vieton. ‘E::t %h'x he hd all
He' staidy Y K., and is
= il g do not think I
is very well

can say any m :
y any more of himh, He % dmothin
fellow, Anderton, he also Is well, DUt his
7

as- I really, honést and truly, ie:::’hlm

I Yesterday Morning.

It is in order for some expert statisti-
cian to step to the front and declaré just
how many firecrackers, infant and adult,
have been consumed it this one feature
of Victoria’s great celebration, Assur-
edly the number has been millions and
oillions, for at a low estimate five thous.
| .74 dollars was burned here in this one
forn. ©f jubilation over the nation’s vie-

Officers Elected and a Large
Number of Members
Join,

——

(From Sunday’s Daily Edition.)
At a well attended meeting, composed
largely of ladies, at the city hall last
evening the organization® was effected

| Hayward that set the bells aringing, first

tories.

of little red-ja ckets—and last night the

with every home nd place of business
vieing good-naturedly’ With its neighbor
in the elaborateness and appropriateness
of its illumination and pyrotechnic dis-
play, and the roll and rattle and smoke
constantly emphasizing the meaning of
the celebration.

Only the parliament buildings even last
night were  dark as a desterted tomb.
There seemed something ominous in the
contrasting gloom, and the people noticed
it, with regret that no one in connection
with the administration of British Col-
umbia’s affairs should be found with suf-
ficient loyalty to the flag and crown as
to burn a single cracker or turn on but
one eleetric light in honor of the Em-
pire’s success.

It was just two o’clock when the Col-
onist got the word yesterday morning
that “Ladysmith is relieved!” This was
exactly eighteen minutes after the war

public of old London, it being then 9.42
a.m. in the world’s metropolis, or 1.42
Victoria time. The C.P.R. telegraphs
hurried the good tidings through with
such celerity that the Colonist was en-
abled to make the announcemnet for
which the world had been waiting, in
its regular edition of yesterday, March
1. The difference in time assisting the
westernmost paper, this means that the
story of Ladysmith’s relief, given to Col-
onist readers yesterday, was actually
published here in advance of the same
news in London, for none of the Euro-
pean morning papers, not even of Lon-
don, had the news in their regnlar edi-
tious of yesterday. Ladysmith’s relief
therefore becomes = another of the big
scoops that the people get with the Col-
onist. Here is a sample letter just to
show how they think and feel on the
subject.

b b & X 2 3 2 2 & J

Quamichan Park, B.C.,
28th February, 1900.

To the Bditor Colonist, Vietoria: ¢

Dear Sir,—Please accept my
congratulations for the marvel-
lous promptness your paper show-
ed the Dominion in furnishing the T
news of “Cronje’s Capitulation.”

Yours truly, s
. H, GARDOM.

P.§.—For mileage and time yoﬁ pe
must have beaten the whole world.

OO OOOOOISOIOSOOOS

b a2 2 2 2 2 X 2 XX

The.news from Ladysmith was
welcomea With a riotous fusilade—even
the day was Punctuated with the crack

climax of the poyular enthusiasm came—

of a branch of the British Red Oross
.Soclety. Mayor Hayward presided and
in a short speech told of the good work -
t?le society was doing at the present
time. Mr, Lindley Crease was appoint-
ed secretary of the meeting.
Col. Grant, R.E., in rising te propose
the first motion regretted that Sir Hib-
bert Tupper had not been able to attend
and explain the objects of the Red Cross
Society.  He had therefore undertaken
the task . and explained that the Red
Cross societies worked under thé Geneva
convention, supplementing the work of
e army medical corps, who were often
unable to cope with the duties devolving
upon them. They provided medical sup-
plies and comforts, besides medical as-
sistanee and nurses and hospital trains
for moving the wounded. Canada had
organized the first colonial branch three
years ago, and bad a eommissioner, Dr.
yerson, now at Medder River with
the Canadians. To become a member aft
that was required was to purchase a but-

office had made the announcement to the ; Y00 With a red cross on it for 25 cents or

a pin with similar cross on it for 50 cents.
These were to be renewed annually. He
moved that there being great mneed for
increased help te the sick and wounded
in South Africa a branch of ‘the British
Red Cross Society be formed in Vietaria,
. Capt. Clive Phillips Wolley, in second-
ing the resolution, said he hoped Vie- -
torians would go further than pins and
buttons in ‘such a good cause. %e took
exception to the words Imperial and Co-
lonial troops, for since the lhmattle of Mod-
erder River there were no Imperial and
Colonial troops,  they being ‘all Tmperial
troops now,

The resolution was carried unanimous-

Sir Henry P. Pellew Crease moved
the second resolution and supplemented
it by saying he was willing to do hig
share in such a good cause, The Red
Cross Society owed its existence to cme
man and only so long ago as 1867. Since
then it had grown like a snowball and
prevailed in all civilized countries. He
moved that Lieut.-Col. Grant, R.E., b&
president of the local branch,

' Major Dupont had much pleasure in
seconding the motion, as he considered
a better man than Gol. Grant could not
be found for the position, He was sure
that the Colonel would receive the co-
operation of Victorians in the latidable
movements. The speaker referred to the
work of the women in South Africa and
in other parts of the Empire on behalf
of the soldiers at the front. The people
in following the gories of the war_were
given to overlook the misery and euf- « -

fering of the men carrying on the .war.
" Mr. Hardy 'Simpson ‘moi%d ";&%sm o
tor Macdonald be appointed vice-presi- -
dent of the Red Cross Society. This
W, d (s ck

The C.P.R. telegraphs and ~Colonist
fireworks and their messages to Mayor

of all proclaimed the great news to Vics

as ded by Mr, H. D. Helmeken, ,
M.P.P.,: who paid a compliment to g‘;
ladies. s
It was carried umanimously. a5
Mr. Lindley Crease moved that Lieut.
Col. Gregory be appointed secretary and

Bouth Vancouver trunk road,
ht lost no time in attending
g out of the work. The Chief
had a meeting in Vancouver
h superintendent for the dis-
yor of Vancouver and the
h Vancouver, both of these
interested in the enterprise.
ecided that the municipal au-
outh Vancouver should repair
he road, and that the govern-
hen expend the appropriation
the road when so prepared.
ancouver authorities did not,
ry out their work with the
that wag anticipated, and the
at the completion of the work
nment exceeded the time in
propriation was available,
item, for the cost of construc-
ourt at Rossland, included a
sum in excess of the amount
by the legislature, because
journment of the latter, the
ound that the growth of busi-
and made it judicious to erect
lent had previously intended,
important that the matter
be delayed for twelve months.
gsent session of the legislature.

r’s assumption that the sald
hs had been allowed to lapse,
Cotton was unable to properly
hnd administer the two depart-
ich he had been in charge, the
more substantiai building than
he department and the reports.
fc works engineer will show
bgse matters had both prompt
e attention at the hands of the:
ssioner.

bnce to the facts that these
bre not again submitted to His.
hy say that, as the matter en-

; > . 000 surrendered, 2 British wounded; and son Giiee: o hér
“Gen. Cronje’s A. D. C. stited to-|then ft will go on and tell how such and ’,‘;’;f}‘;";,;‘;,,‘:}'f “‘i’{u",:,ﬁ"f! ,c,:; no let-
day that he belieyed the T'ree State fsuch a regiment chargel np a kople and |iars and he is dowiih rted for awhile, but
would continue to fight as long as‘ the|Bayonetted 250 Boers without anyone hurt, | yie 'bhellot fn Mer. soonlraises that. and he
Transvaal wished.  On the other hand, |ete, etc. However, the Boys are still goes and writes to héy as if he got @ let-
many Free Staters are anxiously asking:| camped at Modder River; but ¥.@o not think | tor  He also has not had & day’s sickness,
for copies of Roberts’ proclamation.”  |they will be there long now, as éng:: 8 £eW fand he seems well and wishes to go to the
7 e ; seige guns have gone up, and Boers | tront,  Cornwall is laid up with a e |
Paardeberg, Feb. 28.—All the prison-|do not get out they will be buried. It is g?,t' but it is getting we,f quick, uﬁa
ers were paraded yesterday afternoon.|awfully hot—about 106: It fs hot very too will soon be on duty. He is happy hie
They extended in a long, trailing line | nearly every day, When not on duty we is living. O'Dell? Oh! he joined the signal'
across the plain, and as far as possible | just lie still, During the night it is pretty corps about two weeks ago and has nothing
were arranged in commandoes. 'The |cold,. Im the aft It oftem Blows; But |, 3o with our company now. I see him |
Free Staters were kept separated from |it would be better if there was no wind at often, but he does not go out with us any
the Transvaalers. all, as it is like heat from a furnaee. Iff. .’ ‘mo'is well. Prank Finch-Smiles is
The look. upon the faces of the men jat any time during the day we hear a  our second cook, for mow He dishes us up
as they passed made it impossible ' to | warning shout we have learnt by experi:  mysteries of the cook’s art. He is black,
arrive at any other conclusion than |ence “Ours not to ask the reason why; [ but he is the same Finch always. Smiles;
that they were all overjoyed at their |Ours to: do—and eat dust.” Oh, it wasn't [eon oo jokes and fun, He goes all over |
release from the daily hell of Shell and | much; ‘just another sand whirlwind struck  with ug.  We would be lost without him: |
shot which they had been experiencing |the camp, and ours to do, which “do” com- | wrn pit bundle of papers in one place,
lately, many not even taking the trouble |sists of jumping on tent poles and gUY |girane in another, himself in' another. |
to conceal their delight from the soldiers | ropes and simply hang on and eat dust.  Stewart is well and enjoylng life. Steb- |Tect or not upon the merits. His Honor Is
| guarding them. They chatted freely (It fs no fun while they last; things avefy;,,q j5' getting to be fond' of arguing. I |Dot, I submit, concermed with that subject.
Citizen the other day dubbed him * Sir{with the British, discussing the differ- | covered half an inch with dust, and e¥ery- Lihink that his assoclating with Dixon and |It 15 one which the ministers would be
Louis’ valet de chambre.” Major Gour- | ent battles in which they had fought. |thing loose around the tent is - whirled |, quc 4nq Court made him that way, as ::‘buge" to e-:plaln Z“ the house if the ques-
deau has no practical knowledge of thef}: All the prisoners haye an intense ad- |around in a fashion real comical. All ¥OU Fthose three are always arguing. Dixon? |tion arose ﬂ: 'etre.i g&m, T‘ Honor is not
fisheries. of Canada; he has simply|miration for the bravery and pluck of [see in a whirling plllow of dust slowly o) o ig Informed on everything. Andrews ,f;"“mte ! ﬂ‘t ng u":‘t the certiﬂcate of
been accountant of the department. He |the Highlanders and they freely confess | moving along; everything else Is quiet, DOt | o "knows all about horses from 20 years i o ThewI RN Yy
is hardly th therefore, to send |that they are incapable of the dash and |a breath. Suddenly it strikes you, andf,.; 4, now, their pedigrees, when foaled, |/the direction of the Minister of Mines.
y the man, refore, se) i 1 Th try to get | The Gold Commissioner was not relieved of
to Paris to explain Canadd’s fishery re- | go of the British. RIS B b i oy oo 0 (IENAL raten. wot; Bow much. SURY (R, Stk oS ibflity in the matter, H
sources, Some of the sick prisoners have given |out of its way; perhﬂpl’ you make it, Der- oo worth who owned them, for how ||20Y respons! yl n the matter. He was
FREN N X a vivid description of Gen. Cronje’s | haps you do not. Oh! it’s lots of fun. Bel- |y ;o 4ng when they died. Court? Oh, he | eXDected to exercise the same care and to
FRENCH AND THE FLAG. night march, ‘It began in.a pani¢, and | mont dirt tastes so nice. I have eaten it {; ;p. ohiyman Both Andrews and Dixon |take the same precaution In this as he
_Some' of the French-Canadian politi- | { o kbl confusion’ prevailed throughout. | many times. It usually comes around |, .=~ join forces now and again to over: W?uid do in amy other ca:,e. ge may have
:'“‘““ are %ﬁttmf_ ltx(t’:e l::e Ylel'y ﬁsensxtiv; The huge wagons crowded thel narrow | dinner time :n:n;clt: %ﬁ,’ﬁiﬁ,p“dpgfﬂ’;;  whelm him. They, however, doﬂi:ot long ’;;;:;%;?‘;‘;‘3;”& l;;"ebanll:mg. ‘;‘“&l}gzs
ow over the slightest allegations of | 1553  There was an nutter lack of { on your mea * S ‘remain together. If one says the moon , s » oty o) visi-] To our Queen of the Snows we ‘cry All
Rt Yorreiing to diloyalty. M. | ovder. and. desertions _ were numerous,|You may thiuk 1 um foolng, but T,6m R0t | 15" made of greer cheeso he orher ong skys [ DUt (e conciuding words of the Gold Com | to the vising generstion, and to the vt |0 aur i
i“mm is the only man who' comes out | The Boer rations consisted of one pound |I mean every word, The. dirt d0es MmOt | i av v ang starts in with a whole lot of Wthie of the Cacintiveag th et Al —everbody else being engaged in cele- JAnd Australia’s praise resounds.
oldly in favor of independence. Sen-|;.g g half of coffee, three pounds of |Stop us from eating, though. Down goes | ..o oic™aou s to show that he Is et e eetat gk it STl i e i et Warlly went ths Queensland scout,
ator Dandurand the other ‘day in the sugar and five pounds of flour per man |dust and all. - We had a pretty bad one |, ..t Tt ysually happens that the odd hr uptl ; tm:» made a mistake in issuing 2 : | Hot fire Toronto stood: ,
spurse of a speech in Montreal stated | wockly. last evening, when over 20 tents. . were |,  yomg fn on the opposite side. Steb- [the certificate. ; The Empire’s son his work has done
that *the time will come when this Kvery man who was off duty visited | Plown down, .*A” company has the lucky |y,;,,00 poor sonl, has to say something, so| “The words I alluded to are the follow-
country will cease to be a dependency, | the Boer laager yesterday, and the curi:
and will fly her own flag,:

men of the eity, including the shipping
interests, the corn exchange and the
board of trade.. Mayor Prefontaine,
one of the nominees of the Dominion
:government on the harbor board, in the
-course of the discussion said on two
-different occasions that the appoint-
ment of harbor master was a political
-one, and that he must press for  the
:appointment of Mr. McShane. The
momination was = suecessful, with the
result that the government has driven
yet another natl into its political coffin.
A SYCOPHANT’'S REWARD.
The action of Sir Louis Davies . in
sending Major Gourdeau to Paris in
charge of the fisheries exhibit i8 severely
condemned.  Although Gourdeau was
appointed deputy minister by the Con-
servatives, he has shown himself, since
the Liberals have been in power, to be
a sycophant of the worst kind. The
Conservatives know this well, and the

government policy, and with whieh Hig
Hondr has no right to interfere. The gov-
ernment is responsible for its policy direct-
ly to the bouse. It could not justify ap ac-
tion contrary to its own ideas of what ought
to be done by stating that it was carried
omt at the wish of the Lieutenant-Governor.
“Theoretically the Lieutenant-Governor
i comtrols the executive, but that notion is
only an abstraction, and for him to inter-
ifepe by an attempt to direct the detalls of
the policy of the government is as meddle-
ljsome and unwarrantable as i{f he were fo
presemt himself at the meetings of the ex-
‘eautive council and insist in seating him-
‘self at the board, on the ground that all
.onders: In council are to be passed
iby liimy. and are isswed under his signature.
“T iy mot, therefore, necessary to discuss
‘witth His Honor whether the proposed ac-
‘tion! under this order in eouneil was cor-

torians—then the Colonist and the Col-|Dr. John Duncan treasurer of the so-
onist extra, gave the further particulars, | ciety. He delivered a neat: ‘urg-
Sirens, shouting crowds, guns, and whis-|ing men and women to work for the good
tles joined in the gladsome chorus, and|of the society. If peace was d i to-
banished sleep for the night. The ecele-} morrow it would not heal the wounds of
bration bad begun, and it was kept up|those who had taken part. No one
without intermission, with ever-growing|would like it said that the suffering of
enthusiasm indeed, until the coming of|any one soldier had not been alleviated.
to-day. / £ Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt seconded the

‘While the preliminary demonstration | resolution and prophesized that when the
was at its beight, bonfires blazing every- society was organized all the funds neces-
where about the city made Victoria as|sary would be forthcoming.
light as a rosy day. Boqxes and barrels| Mrs. Helen Grant moved that the fol-
were in demand, and those merchants|lowing ladies and gentlemen be appoint-
who had left empty packing cases wherefed an executive committee with power
the erowd could get at them, have to}to add to their number: Major Benson,
content ' themselves that they served a|R.C.&; Messrs - A, H. McPhillips,
glorious purpose and were humble in-|M.P.P.; Lindley Crease, Walter Morris,
struments in the most magnificent, best | Major Dupont, H. D. Helmcken, M.P.P.;
sustained celebration of loyal, patriotic{ A. C. Flumerfelt, Mayor Hayward and
character that the West has evér seen.|Capt. Clive  Phillips Wolley  and
Anything that would burn was common | Mesdames (Col.) Grant, Hayward, Gal-
property—the people had absolute com-|letty, @. 'Grant, H. Grant, Roche-
munity. of interest. Robertson, Wolley and Misses Perrin,
‘The. Colonist, the Savoy theatre, and| Crease and E. Carr. :
haif a dozen other semi-public buildings| Mrs. Galletly seconded the resolution,
had the firet of their series of pyrotech-|which was carried unanimously.
nic displays in the early hours of yester-{ A large number of those present en-
day, while before the day was well com-|rolled themselves as members before the
menced, the band v‘;:s ou({, aglnlxd muqigtal‘xg meeting adjourned.
flag-decked crowds an e  Spir ————
patgriotism, were everywhere in evidence. THE COLONIALS' FIGHT.

“On :h‘e wings of the morning speeds the
Al

Afterwards came the parade—the great-
est in local history. I11: was a gemon-
and more rejoicing. It was a demon- :
stration with?mt equal—an object-lesson | To the Empire’s vtmost bounds;

Ag the Emplire said he would.”
ing ‘I considered that I was justified in is-
suing the certifieate of improvements, and

row of tents, as the whirlwinds usually

he joins In—result, all three pounce on him,
come southeast, and our row being north- J

However, he is getting used to it and so

ded on the manner in which the
he Revenue Act should be coa-
as on a similar case in 1808 His
taken a certain position, not--§
that the then Attorney-Gen®
ben a contrary opinion, the exe--
eil considered it would be put-
onor to unnecessary trouble to.
b deconsider his decision, and
kit way would be to ask the legis-
Fote the amounts at the next
hough such delay caused incon-
the department and some in-
e public interests, But even.
hought to be preferable to ask-
huor to reverse the decision in
ad arrived in regard to the sim-
hich occurred just previous to
lal of Mr. Turner, and on which
torney-general, Mr. Eberts, took
ectly contrary to that held by

erence to the special warrant
r improvement to the Provincial
r Honor insists that this eounld
oreseen, as the urgent necessity
rk had been pointed out to you
fore. What stronger admission

onor declined to approve? As
ge of shifting from “fire protec-
anitary neecssity,’”” I beg to say
jnount asked was for both these
led purposes, and the fact that
d “sanitation” and Mr. Cotton:
tion” did not make the amount
r less necessary.

ly to the charges set forth by
x: in paragraph 5, I beg to quote
ng from a letter .wriitem by the-
Alexander Henderson:

nor states (paragraph 5). that
legislature was in session:yous

tinued on Seventh: Page.):

Some of |;
papers ;. refe to this

a declaratio: or of
of i haal i
of his hasty utterance,
ed a correction to the

the ' Ontario
Statement ag
" indenendence,
dently repent
a5  he telegrap

Mail and Empire that he had said thetaven umbrellas.

French-Canadians were satisfied with
the status quo .and did not long for the
independence of Canada or any other
ehange, Notwithstanding this ‘state-
Ment of the Senator’s, his original 're-
mark rises up in judgment against him.
MARRIAGE NO FAILURE.

By the way, the wife of Senator
Dandurand has been appointed lady
commissioner for the Paris exposition,
and another Quebec lady, wife of a
member of the editorial staff of La
Pitrie, has been chosen assistant to the
ady commissioner. In this way does
favored Quebec continue to. reap its
teward, Theresire a good many who
are beginning to ask how long this kind
of thing is going to comfinue, as it is
felt that there @re emiment women of
hizh social position and good ability in
other provinces who might certainly be
invited to share the honors at Paris,

PACIFIC CABLE.

On three different occasions this week
the Pacific cable matter has been dis-
cussed. A point has been reached in
connection with this enterprise that un-
less definite action be taken promptly
the Canadian government may just as
well withdraw from the arramgement en-
tered into with Great Britain ‘and the
other colonies. F'riends of the eable
broject have determined to make a pro-
test againet the ecutinuanee in the ‘col-
onial office of Sir ‘ilobert erbert, one

ous Tommies spent the day in séarching
every nook = and corner.  After what
might prove useful to the army had
been secured, the soldiers were allowed
to take whatever they liked. - The men
carried off clothing, kettles, cups and

Orange River, Macch 1-—~Gen. Cronje
and his wife passed here to-night, en
route to Capetown. Eilgborate precau-
tions had been taken to prevent  the
people from seeing him. Even the offi-
cers were ordered from the station, and
the refreshment room was kept cleared
before his arrival, to the discomfort of
the Kimberley passengers. Gen. Cronje
looks dejected and miserable, and has
grown more gray. He entered the re-
freshment room. accompanied by his
wife, ‘son and an interpreter, and Gex}.
Prettyman and his staff. = Taking his
seat at a table, Gen. Cronje covered his
face with his hands for a few moments
as he engaged in prayer. _
Capetown, March 2.—Gen. Cronje
and his party arrived at Simonstown
to-day. . Gen. Cronje was received by
Gen. Sir Frederick Forestier-Walker
and a representative of Sir Alfred Mil-
ner, the governor of Cape Colony.
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A  REMEDY FOR IBBang oo hlfs
Su nudlng Bitter Apple, : y
2 ennnoya{ . t free for
1 Chemists, or pos:
11%%g %VANS.& SONS; LTD., Vie,

of the direeSofy of the Eastern Exten-
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west of the camp, so you see we get off,
our row having last chance. "By the tinie
it.passes the seven first rows, Its force
is broken in, As I'read this over I see I
have made a mistake with my N.E. and 8. |
E., but you know what I mean, so I will

pass on. Although it is pretty hot here
and the water is bad, it is healthy, there
being very few sick. I have mot been sick
a day, and considering all work, heat and
rain, that is saying pretty good. Hven my
“Trilbys,” or “Anchors,” as you may call
them, have remained tough during all this
route marching. We get good food—1 pint
coffee and 1%4Ib bread at breakfast; at
12:30, soup, bolled meat and a few pota-
toes; at 4:80, one pint tea. Our 1%
bread is supposed to last us all day, but
‘“poor Tommy,” his is gone by breakfast
time, especially if he has been out all the
night before,  ‘“‘Poor Tommy!'”” What does
he do? If Tommy cannot forage something
Tommy goes hungry, which is what he de-
serves, as 'he usually succeeds in buying
something either from cook or mess. There
are four of us boys who are pretty good
comardes. Two besides myself were in
the 4th U.S. Cavalry, the other boy, as
brave as a lon. Well, it is pretty bard
times when we go hungry. Not so many
nights ago we made a trip two miles in-
side .the Orange Free State border to a
Boer farmer’'s house, who has four sons in
the Boer forces, and would sorely be there
himself were it nmot because he is over 65
years of age,  As it is he helps them
out all he can. He v:;mld have be:n m?:
a prisoner long ago he was not 80 ol

and such little evidence against him, but
he is a smart ‘ope all right.
he was a Boer and our enemy, and that up'
‘to a certain extent il is fair im love and

Well, seeing’f'get him, About 28 years old, short and thin

are they, as they are beginning to leave
him In on their deliberations. They say
they have to ‘do something to pass the time
away—something exciting—and so they be-
gin.: Carter has poined the transport out-
fit. So very little we see of him. He is
well, however, and happy. Beech is our
eaterer. He looks out that we live high.
Sometimes we forage, sometimes we buy;
anyway he is always busy looking out for
our nigger, whom I will tell you of by and
bye. Beech is always in for anything; he
is a fellow we would miss a good deal. He
is 0. K. Wood just came up from the Cape,
where he has been since we landed, being
left behind on ‘account of being sick on
board boat. He is well now, and doing
duty with the best of us.’ Roberts? He's
one you ean hear talking night and day. He
is well. Dickinson is also well anl enjoy-
ing life. ‘Sergeant Northcott is well and
fat, and generally lively, Sergeant Secott
is also well, He is in command of No. 2
section—the Vancouver boys—by whom he
is well liked. Myself? Oh, I am all right,
enjoying life and hope to get back to Vie-
toria O.K. Well, it is time I shouid hustle
over and get our things packed up, as we
are for patrol to-might.. We have to walk
all over and see that our friends the enemy
are not around. . Well, it is 5:45 now ‘and
we fall in at 6:15, so guess I'll quit.' Re-
member me to all.

JOHN ST.C. TODD.

P.8.—Just come off patrol; remembered
that I forgot to tell you about our Kaffir,
and be is the most important fellow around
out tent. It isn’t fair that I should for-

and lasy; not very good looking, talks Bug-
lish ver; little when one speaks to him,

B.C. £
Chemist,
n'l‘artln. Phnml.cent#cal Southampton.

war, we took a trip out to his place, and

8

leave the matter in the hands of the de-
partment as to whether a crown grant Wwill
issue or not.’ 4

*“His Honor further states as follows:
‘In regard to this Duniop petition you not
only withhold a free miner’s right lawfully
acquired under seetion 39 of the Mineral
Act, but you have not complied with the
direction in my letter” to you of the 19th

‘inst., namely, te issue forthwith a crown

grant to the petftioner Dunlop” in accord-
ance with section 39 of the Mineral Act.’
“Apart from the question of His Honor's

-right to consider a petition of this kind,
‘'and the fact that His Honor appears to

have come to a eonclusion without giving
the other claimant (Haney) an’ opportunity
of being heard, I beg to present for His
Honor’s consideration that the Issuance of
the crown grant is either a matter of stat-
ute or of government policy, There is no
statute which requires the government at
any time to issue a crown grant of a min-
eral claim to any person. It is the prac-
tice to issue a crown grant in proper cases,
but whether or mot any particular case is
a proper one is a detail of the government
policy which the ministers have to decide.
“I respectfully submit that an interfer-
ence in a ease of this kind by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor betrays a lack of comprehen-
slon of the priniciples of constitutional
government.”

Your Honor is good enough to say that
notwithstanding the eonfidence you express-
ed in me in September last, that it is now
demenstrated that the country is suffering
from a weak and unstable ‘government. I
hayve already shown that my letter, of the
2nd September was fully justified by -the
aetion of the house... - et .

but he seems to understand it all right

/

Mother's Remedy

For Croup, Bronchitis, C:ushs,
Colds, Sore Throat an? Asthma
is Dr. Chase’s Syrup of linseed
and Turpentine,

)

A right remedy, right at hand, is the
right way to prevemt serious 1llnes_s.
That Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed,
and Turpentine is the right remedy for
all diseases of the throat and lungs is
attested by the prudent- mothers of
Canada who have cured their dear ones
time and again by using this famous
family medicine. ~ ©= ° i .
Pneumonia and Consumption are al-
ways the result of a neglected or uncon-
trollable eold, and can always be pre-
vented and eured by the timely use of
Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and Tur-
pentine.

Croup and Bronehitis cannot rob the
home of its little ones when mother has
this her favorite remedy at hand.
Delightful healing and soothing in ac-
tion, pleasant to the taste and prompt in
affording relief, Dr. Chase’s ‘Syrup of
Linseed and Turpentine is the standard
remedy for eoughs, celds, hoarseness,
throat irritation and- soreness, ‘tightness
in' the chest, cold on tha lungs and all

*‘And Douglas is a proverb,

And Douglas is a Fame;

Near Douglas first was seen the burst
Of the new Imperial flame.

The captured tents, the wagons,
They are but symbols dear;

Who can withstand the Empire grand,
The Empire’s day is here.”

So speaks the Empire’s eager pride

In jubilant acelaim;

And in very truth, they're gallant youth,
Who o’er the waiers came;

A mighty foree now starts its course,
(The hour is big with fate),

‘And shall it tell for Heaven or Hell?
‘Whose ‘‘desert” path make straight.

O! excellent a glant’s strength

In serviece of the right;

But dire becomes that force at length
Which ounly c¢ares for might.

Thou Right and Might, O heed our prayer,
Save Queen and people all,

That on the Fmpire’s strength they ne’er
Unworthily may call,

Soon come another Royal word,

Joy, at this conflict o’er;

Then may the Fmpire strong for peace,
Hold back all dogs of war.

O Britain, be Imperial,

For, making straight the way

To juster law than earth e’er saw,

And freedom’s ampler day.

—Frank Colebrook.
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Dyspepsia in its worst forms will yield
to tyhepease of Carter’s Little Nerve Pills,
aided by Carter’'s Little Liver Pills. They

kinds of colds in ‘theé throat, Bronchial
tubes or lungs. HR U T
25c¢ a large’ bottle

Last evening when I called upoli Your

Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto,

at all" dedlers, ﬁi"gtrengthen the StOM.CLl AL . mv o e U aL=
+atus, 3

ot :only relieve present distress, but




