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&mlin yesterday give to 
ply to the letter of the 
irnor dismissing him., 
the reply Mr. Semlin

His Honor has taken 
i giving publicity to his 
lismissing his advisers, I 
•espass on your space 

and ask only that it 
[ual prominence.

44 C. A. SEMLIN.”
lows:
îtorla B.C., Feb. 28, 1900. 
t»Ie T. R. Mclnnes, Esq., 
lor of British Columbia, 
he honor in replying to 
Iter of the 27th, In which 
you have no longer con- 
Ivice of my colleagues and 
las follows: That many of 
med seem to me to be mere- 
partmental administration, 
klch we believe we were to 
nor, rather than to be in- 
f llon^r.
bh 1, Your Honor claims 
\ given you the benefit of 
Ince the 9th of March last, 
ie to the act of 1899 to sub­
position. The act referred 
F Your Honor, enacts that 
111 consist of a provincial 
ney-general, chief commis- 
tand works, minister of fin- 
[ulture, minister of mines 
f the council.
Positions were filled. It Is 
Minister held and performed 
pro positions, but I am not 
r Honor ever intimated that 
that the country ever suf- 
cause.

r further refers to the as- 
py me in September last, 
poubt that when the house 

that I could depend upon 
pe members to support my 
think, sir, that the fact of 

lug been in session nearly 
pd the government having 

majority until Friday last, 
pilar combination, a major- 

for the first time recorded 
roof that I did not overrate 
[the government in its rela- 
Islatlre assembly, 
p the -charges set forth by 
[paragraph 8, I beg to quote 
From a letter written by the 

Cotton, chief commissioner 
prks, on the subject: 
b to paragraph 3, respecting 
Farrants which His Honor re- 

the facts are very simple, 
lent of the trail from Hope 
ty, for which 81,000 was ap- 
[the legislature, was ordered 
Commissioner to be carried 
ime for its completion before 

I the appropriation. Owing, 
Bie scarcity of men and the 
season, there was unexpected

V

io the $10,000 to the improve- 
^outh Vancouver trunk road, 
tit lost no time in attending 
k out of the work. The Chief 
had a meeting in Vancouver 

1 superintendent for the dis- 
tyor of Vancouver and the 
th Vancouver, both of these 
f interested in the enterprise, 
lecided that the municipal au- 
outh Vancouver should repair 
the road, and that the govern- 
then expend the appropriation 
the road when so prepared, 

ancouver authorities did not, 
ry out their work with the 
that was anticipated, and the 
at the completion of the work 
mment exceeded the time in 
ipropriation was available, 
item, for the cost of construc- 
•ourt at Rossland, Included a 
sum in excess of the amount 
by the legislature 

journment of the 
!ound that the growth of busi- 
land made it Judicious to erect 
ent had previously intended, 
important that the matter 

te delayed for twelve months 
sent session of the legislature, 
ir’s assumption that the said 
is had been allowed to lapse, 
Cotton was unable to properly 
and administer the two depart- 
ich he had been in charge, the 
more substantial building than 
tie department and the reports, 
ic works engineer will show 
>se matters had both prompt 
i attention at the hands of the- 
issloner.

, because 
latter, the

ice to the facts that these 
re not again submitted to His 
y say that, as the matter en- 
ed on the manner in which the 
e Revenue Act should be con- 

similar case ip 1898 Hisas on a
j taken a certain position, not- | 
g that the then Attomey-Gen- 
ren a contrary opinion, the exe- 
cil considered .it would be put- 
onor to unnecessary trouble to- 
> deconslder his decision, and 
it way would be to ask the legis- 
rote the amounts at the next 
hough such delay caused incon- 
i the department and some in-, 
ie public Interests, 
nought to be preferable to ask- 
mor to reverse the decision in 
ad arrived in regard to the sim- 
rhlch occurred just previous to 
61 of Mr. Turner, and on which 
torney-general, Mr. Eberts, took 
ectly contrary to that held by

But even

to the special warrant
r improvement to the Provincial 
r Honor Insists that this eould 
foreseen, as the urgent necessity 
rk had been pointed out to you 
•fore. What stronger admission

Honor declined to approve? As 
ke of shifting from “fire protee- 
lanitary neecssity,” I beg to say 
haount asked was for both these 
Ed purposes, and the fact that 
Id “sanitation” and Mr. Cotton 
ption” did not make the amount 
br less necessary.
[ly to the charges set forth by 
r in paragraph 5, I beg to quote 
ng from a letter .written by the 
Alexander Henderson : 
taor states (paragraph 6) that 
legislature was In session yotu
tinned on Seventh Page.) :

;
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sion Company. It ie considered little A£ — — after quite an exciting trip »na<ÏÏ!S btark T. ^Q^*Ue^ He *"muaMWon Chinese was because it was not con- wno WaS 1X11160 At MOdder thln,. go back t0 ‘ he Came ^P e.'rande. What with pots, etc., he is kept 
measure ^PMsiblv^a A River. pushing him along, one pulling and one ad- go.'ng all 1> t2-^ * month, out of which
mfrht ho L 01 ^ %iPd rance gnard bringing up the rear with the he t-upports » wl*e and two children. Of
folfowinibsregthod^lïïi«il..Ser81?ÎK-ThC -------------- chickens. It wag really comical. I cannot course I do net k”°w how luxurious they

;kss/Js“* *? r »« t.h. .1 am #* vw.,i.ra a sssn-'X' se 1 ■“
.nd Expert»», ,he £t£z.ï.'z.'.z

TlSrld PStn8^l r0Utf t0 tbe ------------- nozzle him when we got back with no fear Uked and has not had a *1ek ds> *• Another
United States. The figures given are • of being bitten. Another thing we had the fellow, Anderton he a 1*0 ?» w*n but his

^^fh»2,4-22' lfg8’ 24?°; . ro,n?l 0W!ng Cbatty letter was reeelved «all to do which makes me laugh every morals, I'm afraid, are bel»* «rra."lted’
f°rtaone «Sr monthe ending by William Laird from J. St.O. Todd, one time my mind wanders that way, and that as I really, honest and truly beard hjm

A/ecemoer dl, of the Victorians who was killed at the ,t,t?at w? “Icely cleaned the say, -Dog gone It;" twice In'one day as
YLKON MI8GOVBBNMBNT. battle of Modder River on February 18- chicke“» 1 had the gall to go np and with the dost settled on his dinner.

There is some talk of holding a com- _ • a face beaming with kindness I preeentel Eapect a letter from yon aa the mall is
mission of injuiry into Yukon affairs. Canadian Contingent, one of onr friends, an officer, with two coming In to-night. Wonder if I'll get one?
The exodus from Dawson is impressing Belmont, S.A., Jan. 20, 1900. fat, broilers. I-erhapshe kiiew where they Well, this Is all.
the government. The .reduction in the Time to write again. What shall it be? 1 thlnJ? he dld—but he
Had* tot veaDrT<f°4 o^' ,fhieh Sure 1 think of nothing much, still, flî. “no*! Tenî, ““a
Mrted tooy months^™ is ^ttr î,Want to write y0“ a Ioa« '«‘ter this Ne. 1 company, of a No. 1 regLern,' of a
partly to^the Caro No^e b^om hoft^ tlm®' 1 IwlBh Uke '"‘“ng. and then No. 1 country, fighting for a No. 1 cause, in
r.--ly Chpç Nome boom, but m perhaps I could manage; but in this hot, a No. 99999999xx country.” This took his

tQ the du8tI' Ptace It is abont all I can lo to write breath away, and as he was recovering it
tobuted material J to rrinnuLtL^ " all; bDt then 1 P~mlaed. so I will start I sainted and with a very atern mtoUry

t0 • the de- in and do my beat, holding your welcome look on my innocent-looking face quietly
1?d"8tr^ and to it up as a bait.’ So you see now what walked away. I bet a dolla?to a dou2 

Mr. Louise Coste, who has just returned I can do with that before me. he enjoyed it. Perhaps you do not think
l We are «till here. The general advance it right that we shotid command

government reduces the royalty, they has not commenced as yet and all troops other man’s chickens? 
need not expeot much more English capi- are simply lying on their arms waiting, want yon to think I would steal anything 
tal to be invested m the Yukon country. There is a rumor about that it Is to com- from anyone, no matter who and what he 
Such a statement, coming from a gentle- mence next week and that the Canadians Is, as I would not even do such a thing 
man who hold a high position in the gov- are to march within a few days to join a in thought, without I could fully satisfy 
ernment service, is very significant. column that is bound for the capture of my conscience. I being a soldier does not

Uast session Mr. Daym asked for Mr. Bloemfontein, which is about eighty miles make me, like most of them, have no con-
Ooste s report on the Teslm Lake rail- from here. I do not know if there is a bit science at all. In the first place between
way route, but for some reason or other of truth In this or not, but I know there enemies everything within reason is fair in 
Mr. Tarte does not seem disposed to is surely something in the wind, that is, war. Anyone helping the enemy makes
bring down the report. The opposition,, judging by circumstantial evidence, as we himself liable to such sentiment and he
however, intend to insist upon its pro- tyive been having ten and twelve mile has to take the risks. All property of such 
duction. route marches for the last ten days. This people is confiscated. His sons are out

Is to harden us up so that we can stand fighting us, and if we should go under they 
something. Also because all those sick would appropriate our stuff. Well, we just 
who could not stand' six days’ march have commandeer some of theirs for our benefit, 
been shipped to Orange River hospital, which I think Is right in these times of war!
Again, they are taking very good care of Our captain is a fine fellow; a better man 
our feet, so that taking it all in all It looks I would not wish, nor do I think could be 
very much as if we soon will be on the found—kind and good, and every one in the 
move. This is the greatest outfit; we know 
nothing, absolutely nothing, of what Is go­
ing on outside of our own regiment. Some­
times we see trains pass here with men, 
mules, guns and ammunition, but even I 
then a fellow has to be on station guard 
to see that, as they generally pass in the 
night. We ask questions, but get very lit­
tle satisfaction, as they know nothing 
themselves. There are a great number of 
rumors flying about all the time. I have 
got so that I do not pay the least atten­
tion to them. We never know we are in 
for anything until we get the order to pack 
up, and generally we know where we are 
bound for when we get there—not before.
I keep things packed up as near as possi- 
b,1?, never bothering myself about anything, 
take ev'dffttUig aS It comes along and say 
nothing, softietlmes I think, but not very 
often, I am not here for that; I juat put 
it down in my diary and Will compare 
things by and bye. We have been here 41 
days already. Out of that time, accord­
ing to my diary, 22 day# have been spent 
off duty, 6 on guard, 7 on Scot Ridge, and 
6 on patrol, besides, we have Mit trenches, 
redoubts and sand bag forts all round this 
place with its two houses and one store— 
which is not allowed to be open oh ac­
count of martial law being in force here— 
roads, rifle pits, lots of things that have 
kept us busy, and for the last ten days 
route marches and drills, so you can se#
we have been kept quite busy. We know 6not seem to worry hlm muc 
no fighting is going on because no hospital 
trains have passed, which is a bona fide 
piece of evidence of no fighting. You 
know a whole lot more than I do of what 
is going on here, although the “Yankees” 
have to make news, and so all reports are 
unreliable. WeIIr you jest ought to hear 
some of the reports here. These are from 
English sources: 2,500 Boers killed, 20,- 
i000 surrendered, 2 British wounded; and 
then ft will go on and toil how such and 
such a regiment ch&rgel up a kopje and 
bayonetted 250 Boers without anyone hurt, 
etc., etc. However, the hoys are still 
camped at Modder Baver? but I do not think 
they will be there long now, as quite a few 
seige guns have gone up, an* if the Boers 
do not get out they will be burled. It is 
awfully hot—about 1)00; It Is hot very 
nearly every day. When not on duty we 
just lie still. During the night It is pretty 
cold. In* the afternoon, it often blows; but 
it would be better if there was no wind at 
all, as it is like heat from a furnace. If 
at any time during the day we hear a 
warning shout we have learnt by experi­
ence “Ours not to ask the reason why;
Ours to do—and eat dust.” Oh, it wasn’t 
much; just another sand whirlwind struck 
the camp, and ours to do, which “do” coir- 
sists of jumping on tent poles and guy 
ropes and simply hang on and eat dust.
It is no fun while they last; things are 
covered half an Inch with dust, and every­
thing loose around the tent is whirled1 
around in a fashion real comical. All you 
see in a whirling pillow of dust slowly 
moving along; everything else is quiet, not 
a breath. Suddenly It strikes you, and 
it Is not so funny. Then you try to get 
out of its way; perhaps you make it,, per­
haps you do not. Oh! it’s lots of fun. Bel­
mont dirt tastes so nice. I have eaten ft 
many times. It usually comes around 
dinner time and acts like salt and pepper 
on your meat and In your soup. Perhaps 
you may think I am fooling, but I am not.
I mean every word. The dirt does not 
stop us from eating, though. Down goes 
dust and all. We had a pretty bad one 
last evening, when over 20 tents were 
blown down. “A” company has the lucky 
row of tents, as the whirlwinds usually 
come southeast, and our row being north­
west of the camp, so you see we get off, 
our row having last chance. By the tluie 
It. passes the seven first rows, Its force 
Is broken In. As I read this over I see I 
have made a mistake with my N.E. and S.
E., but you know what I mean, so I will 
pass on. Although it is pretty hot here 
and the water is bad, it Is healthy, there 
being very few sick. I have not been sick 
a day, and considering all work, heat and 
rain, that is saying pretty good.
“Trilbys,” or “Anchors,” as you may call 
them, have remained tough during all this 
route marching. We get good food—1 pint 
coffee and l%!b bread at breakfast; at 
12:30, soup, boiled meat and a few pota­
toes; at 4:30, one pint tea. Our 1141b 
bread is supposed to last us all day, but 
“poor Tommy,” his Is gone by breakfast 
time, especially if he has been out all the 
night before. “Poor Tommy t” What does 
he do? If Tommy cannot forage something 
Tommy goes hungry, whiçh is what he de­
serves, as he usually succeeds in buying 
something either from cook or mess. There 
are four of us boys who are pretty good 
comardes. Two besides myself were In 
the 4th U.S. Cavalry, the other boy, as 
brave as a lion. Well,. It is pretty hard 
times when we go hungry. Not so many 
nights ago we made a trip two miles in­
side the Orange Free State border to a 
Boer farmer’s house, who has four sons In 
the Boer forces, and would surely be there 
himself were It not because he Is over 65 
years of age. As it is he helps them 
out all he can. He would have been made 
a prisoner long ago if he was not 80 old 
and such little evidence against him, but 
he Is a smart one ail right. Well, seeing 
he was a Boer and our enemy, and that up 
to a certain extent all is fair in love and 
war, we took a trip out to his place, and

U,tC°f°.™‘tLWitl1 my ot

of 23 to 15 approved a resolution express­
ing regret at Tone Honor’s action In dis­
missing your ministers.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient 
servant,

Tarte’s Policy
On Harbors.

Victoria Joins
The Long Roll

Nothing For Victoria But Monc> 
Without Stint for Little 

Eastern Hamlets
Branch of the Red Cross So­

ciety Organized Here 
Last Evening.

C. A. SEMLIN.

THE RECEIPT OF THE NEWS.
How Victorians Awakened to Great Joy 

Yesterday Morning.

?

'Yukon Mlsgoverii.ncnt Has Its 
Results—Trips foi Wives 

of Faithful.

Officers Elected and 
Number of Members 

Join.

a LargeIt is In order for some expert statisti­
cian to step to the front and declare just 
how many firecrackers, infant and adult, 
have been consumed i# this one feature
of Victoria’s greet celebration. __
edly the number has been millions and 
billions, for at a low estimate five thous­

and dollars was burned here in this 
form of jubilation over the nation’s vic­
tories. The news from Ladysmith was 
welcomed with a riotous fusilade—even 
the day was punctuated with the crack 
of little red-ja ckets—and last night the 
climax of the popular enthusiasm came— 
with every home *m(l place of business 
vicing good-naturedly with its neighbor 
in the elaborateness and appropriateness 
of its illumination and pyrotechnic dis­
play, and the roll and rattle and smoke 
constantly emphasizing the meaning of 
the celebration.

_Only the parliament buildings even last 
night were dark as a desterted tomb. 
There seemed something ominous in the 
contrasting gloom, and the people noticed 
it, with regret that no one in connection 
with the administration of British Col­
umbia’s affairs should be found with suf­
ficient loyalty to the flag and crown as 
to burn a single cracker or turn on but 
one electric light in honor of the Em­
pire’s success.

Assur-From Onr Own Correspondent.
Ottawa, Feb. 24—The week in par­

liament has been inexpressibly dull 
from a business standpoint. The de­
bate on the contingent resolutions is 
still in progress, and although the Con­
servatives are disposed to allow the 
resolutions to pass, it does not suit the 
purposes of the government to facilitate 
the progress of business. Parliament 
has been in session almost a month, and 
practically there is nothing accom­
plished. The government is putting a 
bold face on its unpreparedness with 
legislation, and coolly asks the private 
members to surrender one of their days 
for government business. It is ex­
pected that the debate on the resolu­
tions will terminate during the coming 
week, and then the opposition will insist 
upon seeing something of the minis­
terial measures.

SLIGHT TO VICTORIA.
The impudent letter which Mr. Tarte 

<aused to be sent to the Victoria board 
of trade has been seen by many mem­
bers of parliament, and at an early 
date Col. Prior will take occasion to 
haul the Minister of Public Works 
over the coals. Mr. Tarte in his letter 
makes it clearly understood that he 
does not desire nor intend to do any­
thing for Victoria. He pleads that 
everything which the government is 
asked to do cannot be accomplished in 
four years; but while an important 
work like the improvement of Victoria 
harbor is left untouched, the govern­
ment can spend $500,000 on the con­
struction of the lock at St. Andrew’s 
rapids, below Winnipeg, a work of 
minor importance as compared with 
Victoria, and hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in building wharves and break­
waters at tenth-class harbors in the 
Maritime Provinces.

A MONTREAL SCANDAL. 
Along with the claims for public 

works which the government has to 
face are scores of applications from 
hangers-on of the Liberal party. One 
of the most glaring political jobs which 
has just been perpetrated is the ap­
pointment of Mr. James McShane, ex-’ 
M. P„ to the position of harbor master 
at the port of Montreal. The nomina­
tion is not made directly by the govern­
ment, but by the members of the har­
bor commission, who are chosen by the 
federal authorities. Mr. McShane has 
absolutely no qualifications for the posi­
tion: in fact it is said that he can 
hardly tell the difference between the 
bow and the stern of a vessel. Vic­
toria people, who are well acquainted 
with shipping, will well understand how 
essential it is to have a man as harbor 
master who from long experience has 
learned all about the conditiotis and 
needs of the different classes of vessels 
visiting a port. There is such a man 
available in Montreal, named Captain 
Bourassa, a mariner of great experi­
ence and who had been acting harbor 
master for some years. His . appoint­
ment was endorsed by all the business 
meu of the city, including the shipping 
interests, the com exchange and the 
board of trade. Mayor Prefontaine, 
one of the nominees of the Dominion 
government on the harbor board, in the 
course of the discussion said on two 

• different occasions that the appoint­
ment of harbor master was a political 

-one, and that he must press for the 
appointment of Mr. McShane. The 
nomination was successful, with the 
result that the government has driven 
yet another nati into its political coffin.

A SYCOPHANTS REWARD.
The action of Sir Louis Davies in 

sending Major Gourdenu to Paris in 
charge of the fisheries exhibit is severely 
condemned. Although Gourdeau was 
appointed deputy minister by the Con­
servatives, he has shown himself, since 
the Liberals have been in power, to be 
a sycophant of the worst kind. The 
Conservatives know this well, and the 
Citizen the other day dubbed him “ Sir 
Louis’ valet de chambre.” Major Gour­
deau has no practical knowledge of the 
fisheries of Canada; he has simply 
been accountant of the department. He 
is hardly the man, therefore, 
to Paris to explain Canada’s £ 
sources.

(From Sunday’s Daily Edition.)
At a well attended meeting, composed 

largely of ladies, at the city hall last 
evening the organization was effected 
of a branch of the British Red Cross 
Society. Mayor Hayward presided and 
m a short speech told of the good work 
the society was doing at the present 
time. Mr. Lindley Crease was appoint­
ed secretary of the meeting.

Co], Grant, R.E., in rising to propose 
the first motion regretted that Sir Hib- 
bert Tapper had not been able to attend 
and explain the objects of the Red Cross 
Society. He had therefore undertaken 
the task and explained that the Red 
Cross societies worked under the Geneva 
convention, supplementing the work of 
the army medical corps, who were often 
unable to cope with the duties devolving 
upon them. They provided medical sup­
plies and comforts, besides medical as­
sistance and nurses and hospital trains 
for moving the wounded. Canada had 
organized the first colonial branch three 

It was just two o’clock when the Col- yeare a8°> and had a commissioner. Dr. 
onist got the word yesterday morning ~/eJ*on> now at Modder River with 
that "Ladysmith is relieved Ï" This was rj* Canadians. To become a member ait 
exactly eighteen minutes after the war | “at required was to purchase a hut- 
office had made the announcement to the jton. with a red cross on it for 25 cents or 
public of old London, it being then 9.42 a I“n with similar cross on it for 50 cents, 
a.m. in the world’s metropolis, or 1.42 These were to he renewed annually. He 
Victoria time. The C.P.R. telegraphs moved taat there being great need for 
hurried the good tidings through with }ucreased help to the sick and wounded 
such celerity that the Colonist was en- ™ Africa a branch of the British
abled to make the announcemnet for Cross Society be formed in Victoria, 
which the world had been waiting, in . Capt. CItve Phillips Wolley, in second- 
its regular edition of yesterday, March ‘ng. tbe resolution, said he hoped Vic- 
1. The difference in time assisting the tomans would go further than pins and 
westernmost paper, this means that the buttons in such a good cause. He took 
story of Ladysmith’s relief, given to Col- ®xc.ePtion to the words Imperial and Co- 
onist readers yesterday, was actually *?nlal troops, for since the b&ttle of Mod- 
published here in advance of the same 9,er.deT “iver there were no Imperial and 
news in London, for none of the Euro- c°lomal troops, they being ell Imperial 
pean morning papers, not even of Lon- tr5?I>s novÇ .
don.^had the news in their regular edi- . The resolution was carried unanimous- 
tions of yesterday. Ladysmith’s relief Iy,_ 
therefore becomes another of the big 8lr Henry P. Pellew Crease moved 
scoops that the people get with the Cdl- the second resolution and supplemented 
onist. Here is a sample letter just to *t by saying he was willing to do his 
show how they think and feel on the y*are ™ such a good cause. The Red 
subject. Cross Society owed its existence to cne

man and only so long ago as 1867. Since 
then it had grown like a snowball and 
prevailed in all civilized countries. Hè 
moved that Lieut.-Col. Grant, R.E., b6 
president of the local branch.

Major Dupont had much pleasure in 
seconding the motion, as he considered 
a better man than Gol. Grant could not 
be found for the position. He was sure 
that the Colonel would receive the co­
operation of Victorians in the laudable 
movements. The speaker referred to the 
work of the women in South Africa and 
m other parts of the Empire on behalf 
of the soldiers at the front. The people 
in following the gories of the war jjere 
given to overlook the misery and euf- 
fermg of the men carrying on the war.

Mr. Hardy Simpson moved that Sena­
tor Macdonald be appointed vice-presi­
dent of the Red Cross Society. This 
was seconded by Mr. H. D. Helmcken, , 
M.I.P., who paid a compliment to the 
ladies.

It was carried unanimously.
„ Mr. Lindley Crease moved that Lieut.- 
Col. Gregory be appointed secretary and 
Dr. John Duncan treasurer of the so­
ciety. He delivered a neat speech, urg­
ing men and women to work for the good 
of the society. It peace was declared to­
morrow it would not heal the wounds of 
those who had taken part. No one 
would like it said that the suffering of 
an/ one soldier had not been alleviated.

Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt seconded the 
resolution and prophesized that when the 
society was organized all the funds 
sary would be forthcoming.

Mrs. Helen Grànt moved that the fol­
lowing ladies and gentlemen be appoint­
ed an executive committee with power 
to add to their number: Major Benson, 
L-C'A-.'' Messrs A. E. McPhillips, 
M.P.P ; Lindley Crease, Walter Morris, 
Major Dupont, H. D. Helmcken, M.P.P. ;
A. C. Flumerfelt, Major Hayward and 
Oapt. Clive Phillips Wolley and 
Mesdames (Col.) Grant, Hayward, Gal- 
ietty, G. Grant, H. Grant, Roche- 
Roberteon, Wolley and Misses Perrin, 
Crease and E. Carr.

Mrs. Galietly seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously.

A large number of those present en­
rolled themselves as members before the 
meeting adjourned.

une

J. ST.C. T.

Mr. Semlin
Makes Reply

an-
(Continued from Sixth Page.)Well, I do not

advised me to make, by order in council 
submitted on the 18 ultimo, an important 
change In the Mineral Act. Permit me to 
say that this statement is misleading. No 
change in the act was proposed, but a regu­
lation which was considered by me to be 
within the power of the Lientenant-Gover- 
nor in council to pass.

“Upon the question of the regulation re­
ferred to, It Is plain that If a certificate 
of improvement is Issued in mistake by any 
officer, or otherwise improvidently, a power 
should exist somewhere of rectifying that 
mistake.

"As the Mineral Act stands, no express 
provision exists upon the subject. There 
Is, however, a section (M3) which states 
that 'The Lieutenant-Governor In council 
may make such orders as are deemed ne­
cessary from time to time to carry ont the 
provisions of this act according to the 
true intent, or to meet the cases which may 
arise, and fiÿ which no provision is made 
in the act, or when the provision which is 
made is ambiguous or donbtfnl; and may 
further make and declare any regulations 
which are considered necessary to give the 
provisions in this clause contained full ef­
fect.’ I was of the opinion that under this 
section a regulation might be framed which 
would give the power to the Lieutenant- 
Governor in council to recall a certificate 
of Improvements which had been Improvi­
dently issued. I consider that the words 
of the section quoted were large enough to 
include this power, but as the matter was 
one of statutory construction, upon which 
legal Opinions Might differ, I thought It 
wise to take other advice, and consequently 
consulted the counsel of standing in his pro- 
lession In victoria upon the point, The 
counsel referred te agreed with My opinion.

In these circumstances the government 
concluded that a regulation could be framed 
under this Section (MS) which would meet 
the defect in the act. It may be observed 
here that It the regulation had been put 
In force no one’s rights could have been 
lost. If the power to pass it was given 
by the statute, then the regulation would be 
effective.

-o

Cronje’s Army
Are Not Sorry

company likes him. Well, I guess I'll tell 
yon abont some of the Victoria boys. 
Somers got hit by a bug this morning- 
some say a scorpion, some say a centipede.

do not know what It was; bnt any way 
his leg swelled so that he can hardly 
walk, and he is at the hospital now. I do 
not believe it was very much, and he will 
be O.K. again. He Is the best natured fel­
low In the outfit and seems to enjoy life 
all the time. Smithurst Is a pioneer and 
does not belong to our company now. He 
Is on regimental work. Cutting meat, 
serving rations and bossing niggers Is 
about all he does, and he looks good and 
enjoys life. Neill has grown to be as fat 
as a hog. His name now Is “Fatty,” and 
he Is that lazy he sleeps half the time. He 
enjoys life too. Gamble? Well, Clarke 
GfifflW !» kind of ctsnky, He thinks he 
does every fatigué. He does a whole lot 
of talking, but he is not so bad, and when 
we laugh he is soon hls û’d self again. 
I think he thinks too much about M# Many 
girl friends. Perhaps he is jealous, t din 
thinking he too enjoys life and seems hap­
py. BrethoUr is the quietest man in our 
tent, and he is the tldest man In the out­
fit. He sleeps at til times, and he gets up 
in the cool of the evening and takes a 
stroll. Whenever any mall comes he Is 
wide awake, but be 6*e not expressed his 
opinion about this country, so I cannot say 
how he likes It; but all the SSme it does 

eh, jSdglng by 
fltiw thin and

Welcome Relief From the Awful 
Daily Hall of British 

Shell.

Panic on Their Night March 
—Promised Succir That 

Never Came.

London, MarfiB À special corres­
pondent telegraphing frirai Paardetierg 
onFebruary 27 says:

"A curious piece of news has just 
been related to me by Cronje’s aide-de- 
camp, It appears that Cronje was in 
daily heiiographic communication with 
Gen. Dewet, who he supposed was 
bringing up reinforcements. Yesterday 
Cronje heliographed that unless he was 
relieved immediately be would feel 
bound to surrender. Gee. Dewet re­
plied with n cheering message, urging 
him to hold on longer smd that he 
would icon be relieved* bet totally 
failed to effect any divemiom 

The mounted infantry to-day recon- 
noitered the Boers approaching from 
the south, and after drawing- shell file 
returned.

" The prisoners all appear-' tb- regard 
the blow as severer than it iis regarded 
by the British.

“ Gen. Cronje’s A. D. C. stfrted- to­
day that he believed the Free State 
would continue to fight as long as the 
Transvaal wished. On the other hand, 
many Free Staters are anxiously asking, 
for copies of Roberts’ proclamation.”

Paardeberg, Feb. 28.—All the prison­
ers were paraded yesterday afternoon. 
They extended in a long, trailing line 
across the plain, and as far as possible 
were arranged in commandoes. The 
Free Staters were kept separated from 
the Transvaalers.

The look upon the faces of the men 
as they passed made it impossible to 
arrive at any other conclusion than 
that they were all overjoyed at their 
release from the daily hell of "shell and 
shot which they had been experiencing 
lately, many not even taking the trouble 
to conceal their delight from the soldiers 
guarding them. They chatted freely 
with the British, discussing the differ- 

battles in which they had fought. 
All the prisoners have an intense ad­

miration for the bravery and pluck of 
the Highlanders and they freely confess 
that they are incapable of the dash and 
go of the British.

Some of the sick prisoners have given 
FRENCH AND THE FLAG. “ vivid description of Gen. Cronje’s

ciaSr aro FX* ^bl^SneS ^“ilc/throughoTt
linw ntüt *îe T,ery ®en8,tlve The huge wagons crowded the narrow

slightest allegations of road. There was an utter lack of 
\l' ”!n? pertaining to disloyalty. Mr. or(jer- an<j desertions were numerous, 
j,,,; .ls , e on'V ™an wbo comes out The Boer rations consisted of one pound 
ator n„nna °ra°LmdeS.endejlee- *£?' and a half of coffee, three pounds of 
cm,r,Foîd rand lhe- otber ,day, sugar and five pounds of flour per man
course or a speech in Montreal stated weekly
countJhe-ntime wil1 ?ome JwhenJ this Everÿ man wbo was off duty visited 
and will a" waSe to bu a dependency. the Boer laager yesterday, and the curi- 
the SSL -y her own fl^’ Seme ef ,ou8 Tommies spent the day in searching 

P®!16? referred to this every nook and corner. After what 
IndenonT aa a declaration in favor of might pr0Te useful to the army had 
STS*; n “rv Oandnrand evi- been secnred, the soldiers were allowed 

- ‘™,,y repented of his hasty utterance, to take whatever they liked. The men
Mail nnd wap- tu ?°îre<îi<? carried off clothing, kettles, cups andetaii and Empire that he had said the umbrellasFreneh-Canadians were satisfied with’0™ umbrel,a8’ 
jne status quo and did not long for the 
independence of Canada or any other 
eùange. Notwithstanding this sfrate- 
■nient of the -Senator’s, his original re­
mark rises up in judgment against him.

MARRIAGE NO FAILURE. cers were 
By the way, the wife of Senator the refreshment room was 

ihmdurand has been appointed lady before his arrival, to the* discomfort of 
mqmissioner for the Paris exposition, the Kimberley passengers. Gen. Cronje 
and another Quebec lady, wife of a looks dejected and miserable, and has 
member of the editorial ‘ staff of La grown more gray. He entered the re- 
Patrie, has been chosen assistant to the freshment room accompanied by his 
lady commissioner. In this way does wife, son and an interpreter, and Gen. 
favored Quebec continue to» reap its Prettyman and his staff. Taking his 
reward. There are a good many who seat at a table, Gen. Cronje covered his 
are beginning to ask how long this kind face with his hands for a few moments 

thing is going to continue, as it is as he engaged in prayer, 
felt that there are eminent women of Capetown, March 2.—Gen. Cronje 
high social position and good ability in and his party arrived at Simonstown 
“ther provinces who might certainly be to-day. Gen. Cronje was received by 
invited to share the honors at Paris. Gen. Sir Frederick Forestier-Walker 

PACIFIC CARLE and a representative of Sir Alfred Mil-
On three different this week tbe °f Cape C°l0ny'

the Pacific cable matter has been dis­
cussed. A point has been reached in 
connection with this enterprise that un­
less definite action be taken promptly 
the Canadian government may just as 
well withdraw from the arrangement en­
tered into with Great ’ Britain and the 
other colonies. Friends of the cable 
project have determined to make a pro­
test againet the c< utinuance in the col­
onial office ef Sir Robert Herbert, one 
of the direefeat el the Eastern Exten-

t ♦Quamichan Park, B.C.,
28th February, 1900. ▼

4 To the Editor Colonist, Victoria: ♦ 
4 Dear Sir,—Please accept my A 
^ congratulations tor the marvel- ^ 
▲ Ions promptness yonr paper show- » 

ed the Dominion in furnishing the J 
“Cronje’s Capitulation." ▼ 
Yours truly, ♦

A. H. GARDOM. ^ 
A P.S.—For mileage and time you .

must have beaten the whole world. “

♦

4 news of
♦
♦

“If the regulation ffenseended the pow­
ers given to the executive by the statute, , 
it would be held ultra Tires by the courts. ▼

“Granting that the power to deal with 
this subject by regulation existed and that 
there was a necessity for some provision 
being made, the question whether that pro­
vision should be the subject of a regulation* 
or should be a matter of statute to be sub­
mitted to the house, was one entirely of 
government policy, and with which HI»
Honor has no right to interfere. The gov­
ernment is responsible for Its policy direct­
ly to the house. It could not justify an ac­
tion contrary to Its own ideas of what ought 
to be done by stating that it was carried 

; ont at the wish of the Lieutenant-Governor.
“Theoretically the Llentenant-Goveraor 

| controls the executive, bnt that notion Is 
lonly an abstraction, and for him to Inter­
fere by an attempt to direct the details of 
Ithe policy of the government ls as meddle- 
jsome and unwarrantable as If he were to 
; present himself at the meetings of th# ex- 
leautlve council and insist in seating him­
self a*t the board, on the ground that all 
orders £n council are supposed to be passed 

; by film;, and are issued under hls signature.
: "lb is not, therefore, necessary to discuss 
wittb ETfo Honor whether the proposed 
tlom under this order in council was cor­
rect or not upon the merits. Hls Honor ls 
not, I’ submit, concerned with that subject.
It Is one which the ministers would be 
obliged' to* explain to the house If the ques­
tion arose there. Again, Hls Honor is not 
accurate to stating that the certificate of 
Improvements to question was Issued by 
the direction of the Minister of Mines.
THe Gold Commissioner was not relieved of 
any responsibility to the matter. He was 
expected to exorcise the same care and to 
take the same precaution In this as he 
would do in any other case. He may have 
misunderstood, and probably did misunder­
stand, the letter of the Minister of Mines, 
bnt the concluding words of the Gold Com­
missioner’s letter left grave doubts to the 
minds of the executive as to whether Mr.
Klfkup had not made a mistake to Issuing 
the certificate.

“The words I alluded to are the follow­
ing T considered that I was justified to is­
suing the certificate of Improvements, and 
leave the matter to the hands of the de­
partment as to whether a crown grant *111 
Issue or not.’

“Hls Honor farther states as follows:
‘In regard to this Dunlop petition you not 
only withhold a free miner’s right lawfully 
acquired under section 39 of the Mineral 
Act, but you have not complied with the 
direction In my letter to you of the 19th 
tost., namely, ts issue forthwith a crown 
grant to the petitioner Dunlop In accord­
ance with section 3» of the Mineral Act."

"Apart from the question of His Honor’s , . , . ,right to consider a petition of this kind, ^ right remedy, ”<ht at hand, is the 
and the fact that Hls Honor appears to right way to prevent genous illness. ^ 
have come to- a conclusion without giving ®r’ Lhase » Syrup of Linseed,
the other claimant (Haney) an opportunity and Turpentine is the right remedy for 
of being heard, I beg to present for His diseases of the throat and lungs is 
Honor’s consideration that the Issuance of attested by the prudent mothers of 
the crown grant is either a matter of stat- Canada who hare cured their dear 
ute or of government policy. There is no time and again by using this famous 
statute which requires the government at family medicine. _ 
any time to Issue a crown grant of a min- Pneumonia and Consumption are al- 
eral claim to any person. It Is the prac- ways the result of a neglected or uncon- 
tlce to Issue a crown grant In proper cases, trollable cold, and can always be pre- 
but whether or not any particular case is vented and cured by the tamely pse of 
a proper one is a detail of the government Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and Tur- 
poHcy which the ministers have to decide. Dentine.

“I respectfully submit that an interfer- Croup and Bronchitis cannot rob the
ence in a case of this kind by the Lleuten- home of its little ones when mother has
ant-Governor betrays a lack of comprehen- this her favorite remedy at hand, 
sion of the prtniciples of constitutional Delightful healing and soothing in ac- 
govemment.” tion, pleasant to the taste and prompt in

Yenr Honor Is good enough to say that affording relief. Dr. Chase’s Syrup of 
notwithstanding the confidence you express- Linseed and Turpentine is the standard 
ed In me In September last, that it is now remedy for coughs, colds, hoarseness,
demonstrated that the country ls suffering throat irritation and soreness, tightness rXlTaM„olo ,n ,tfl wnret fnrmH wlI1 from a weak and unstable government. I in the ehest, cold on th*. lungs and all clrter’s^LIttie Nerve Ptflsd
have already shown that my letter, of the kinds of colds in the throat, bronchial ai(ted by Carter’s Little Liver Pills. They
2nd September was fully Justified by the tubes* or lungs. . not only relieve present distress, but
action of the house.,- * - 25c a large bottle at éll dealers, or strengthen the stomach au.. <ttv up. uv-

Last evening when I called upon Your Edimanaon, Bates & Co„ Toronto, * atus.

appearances, as he Is get 
hasn’t had a sick day sln&f liftlftlng.

Talking abont letters, itaeülàtii Is the man 
who gazes most after each' mail. He 

down-hearted, and1 tilr girt must be 
going back on hlm. I1 Ventured to hint 
that to him one night,’ {tad he fairly flew 
at me, bnt he quieted down and expressed 
frm belief to his own1 and In her and that 
no fellow can make ‘aiày difference to her 
regards toward MUl1; Still mail,! and no let­
ters, and he Is dowh-hèarted for awhile,- hot 
hls belief In her sooi^raises that, and he 
goes and writes to h$V as If he got a> let­
ter. He also has not'had a day’s sickness, 
and he seems well and wishes to go to the 
front. Cornwall Is laid up with a game 
foot, but it ls getting well quick, and he 
too will soon be on duty. He is happy he 
Is living. O’Dell? Oh! he joined the signal1 
corps abont two weeks ago and has nothing 
to do with our company now. I see him 

, often, bnt he does not go out with us any 
more. He ls well. Frank Finch-Smiles Is 
our second cook, for now tie dishes us up 
mysteries of the cook’s art. He is black, 
but he is the same Finch always. Smiles, 
full of jokes and fun, he goes all over 
with u*. We would be lost without him, 
with hls bundle of papers In one place, 
straps In another, himself ih another.

; Stewart ls well and enjoying life. Steb- 
. blngs is getting to be fond' of arguing. I 
think that hls associating with Dixon and 

: Andrews and Court made him* that way, as 
; those three are always arguing. Dixon? 
Oh, he is Informed on everything. Andrews 
he knows all about horses from 20 years 
ago to now, their pedigrees, when foaled, 
what races won, how much they won, and" 
were worth, who owned them, for how 

! long, and when they died. Court? Oh, he 
is the shlpman. Both Andrews and Dixon 
have to Join forces now and again to over­
whelm him. They, however, do not long 
remain together. If one says the moon 
ls made of green cheese the other one says 
“nay,” and starts in with a whole lot of 
mathematical figures to show that he Is 
correct. It usually happens that the odd 
one Joins In on the opposite side. Steb- 
blngs, poor soul, has to say something, so 
he Johrs to—result, all three pounce on him. 
However, he ls getting used to it and so 
are they, as they are beginning to leave 
him In on their deliberations. They say 
they have to do something to pass the time 
away—something exciting—and so they be­
gin. Carter has polned the transport out­
fit. So very little we see of him. He is 

, well, however, and happy. Beech Is our 
caterer. He looks out that we live high. 
Sometimes we forage, sometimes we buy; 
anyway he is always busy looking out for 
our nigger, whom I will tell yon of by and 
bye. Beech Is always In for anything; he 
is a fellow we would miss a good deal. He 
ls O. K. Wood just came np from the Cape, 
where he has been since we landed, being 
left behind on account of being sick on 
board boat. He ls well now, and doing 
duty with the best of ns. Roberts? He’s 
one you can hear talking night and day. He 
Is well. Dickinson Is also well anl enjoy­
ing life. Sergeant Northcott Is well and 
fat, and generally lively. Sergeant Scott 
is also well He Is In command of No. 2 
section—the Vancouver boys—by whom he 
ls well liked. Myself? Oh, I am all right, 
enjoying life and hope to get back to Vic­
toria O.K. Well, It ls time I should hustle 
over and get onr things packed np, as we 
are for patrol to-night. We have to walk 
all over and see that our friends the enemy 
are not around. Well, It Is 5:45 now and 
we fall in at 6:15, so guess I’ll quit. Re­
member me to all.

»

seems
The C.P.R. telegraphs and Colonist 

fireworks and their messages to Mayor 
: Hayward that set the belle Bringing, first 
of all proclaimed the great news to Vio 
torians—then the Colonist and the Col­
onist extra, gave the further particulars. 
Sirens, shouting. crowds, guns, and whis­
tles joined in the gladsome chorus, and 
banished sleep for the night. The cele­
bration bad begun, and it was kept up 
without intermission, with ever-growing 
enthusiasm indeed, until the coming of 
to-day.

While the preliminary demonstration 
was at its height, bonfires blazing every­
where about the city made Victoria as 
light as a rosy day. Bq?es and barrels 
were in demand, and those merchants 
who had left empty packing cases where 
the crowd could get at them, have to 
content themselves that they served a 
glorious purpose and were humble in­
struments in the most magnificent, best 
sustained celebration of loyal, patriotic 
character that the West has evdr seen. 
Anything that would burn was common 
property—the people had absolute com­
munity of interest.

The Colonist, the Savoy theatre, and 
half a dozen other semi-public buildings 
had the first of their series of pyrotech­
nic displays in the early hours of yester­
day, while before the day was well com­
menced, the band was out, and music and 
flag-decked crowds and the spirit of 
patriotism, were everywhere in evidence.

Afterwards came the parade—the great­
est in local history. It was a demon- 
and more rejoicing. It was a demon­
stration without equal—an object-lesson 
to the rising generation, and to the visi­
tors who were here to act as spectators 
—everbody else being engaged in cele­
brating on hie or her own account.
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THE COLONIALS’ FIGHT.
“On the wings of the morning speeds thetftlD
To the Empire s utmost bounds;
To our Queen of the Snows we cry All 

halL
And Australia's praise resounds.
Warily went the Queensland scout,
.Hot fire Toronto stood;
The Empire’s son his work has done 
As the Empire said he would.”

“And Douglas is a proverb,
And Douglas is a Fame;
Near Dougins first was seen the burst 
Of the new Tmpt rial flame.
The captured tents, the wagons,
They are but symbols dear;
Who can withstand the Empire grand,
The Empire’s day is here.”

So speaks the Empire’s eager pride 
In jubilant acclaim;
And in very truth, they’re gallant youth, 
Who o’er the waters came;
A mighty force now starts its coarse,
(The hour Is big with fate),
And shall It tell for Heaven or Hell?
Whose “desert” path make straight.

O! excellent a giant’s strength 
In service of the right;
But dire becomes that force at length 
Which only vires for might.
Thou Right and Might, O heed our prayer. 
Save Queen aud people all,
That on the Empire’s strength they ne’er 
Unworthily may call.

Mothers Remedy
For Croup, Bronchitis, Ou^hs, 
Colds, ^oreThroat an! Asthma 
is Dr. Chise’s Syrup of i mseed 
and Turpentine.

Orange River, Mareh 1.—Gen. Cronje 
and his wife passed here to-night, en 
route to Capetown. Elaborate precau­
tions had been taken to prevent the 
people from seeing him. Even the offl- 

ordered from the station, and 
kept cleared

Even my

ones

Soon come another Royal word,
Joy, at this conflict o’er;
Then may the Empire strong for peace, 
Hold back all dogs of war.
O Britain, be Imperial,
For. making straight the way 
To juster law than earth e’er saw,
And freedom's ampler day.JOHN ST.C. TODD.pi P.8.—Just come off patrol; remembered 

that I forgot to tell you about our Kaffir, 
and he la the most Important fellow around 
out tent. It Isn’t fair that I should for­
get him. Abont 28 years old, short and thin 
and lazy, not very good looking, talks Eng­
lish very little when one speaks to him, 
but he seems to understand it all right

-Frank Colebrook.
18A REMEDY FOB IRBBGU 

Superseding Bitter Apple, Pll Cochin, 
Pennyroyal, Ac.

Order of all Chemists, or post free for 
$1.60 from EVANS * SONS. LTD., Vic- 
toria, B.C.Martin, Pharmaceutical Chemist.Southampton.
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