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Whiskard’s

280-232 Dundas St

All indications tend to show that the comin:
season will be a great Lace Season. THIS
STORE isnoted for having Laces at RIGHT
PRICES. Call and sbe our New Lines,

See our Lace Curtains in west
window, flne line, taped, 3 yards
long, worth 75¢, our price, only

50c PAIR

Just in—Repeat order—40 inch
Heavy Linen, embroidered in red,

for Ladies’ Aprons,
25¢ YARD

We are showing a_splendid line
of Silk Plushes, worth , Whisk-

ard’s price,
; 37¢ YARD
Splendid line of Black Henrietta,

Inches wide,
25¢ YARD
See our line of New Serges, all

hades, onl
shades, only e YARD

Splendid line of Gold Mixed
Braid, wide and narrow, worth
90c, Whiskard’s price,

5¢ YARD
Children’s Corset Waists, drab

d white,
N R 25¢ EACH

Ladies’ Very Fine Soft Wool
ose, worth 50c, our price

40c PAIR

See our Large-sized Ladies’
Heavy Vests, long sleeves, only

25¢ EACH

Just Received—A new line of
small and large Plaid Ginghams,

3 sc YARD
e e,
5¢ YARD

Stockinet Dress Shields, worth
10c, our price, i PAIR

Plain Sateens, all shades,

1oc YARD

Ladies’ Print Wrappers,
$1 EACH

See our line of 32-inch Flannel-

ette, all colors, at 8¢ YARD.

Pretty patterns in Art Muslins,
5¢, 8¢, 10c YARD

A large assortment of Hand-
made f;%nen Torchon Lace, wide
and narrow.

See our new line of Silk Rib-
bons, all shades,

2c¢, 3¢, 5¢, 8¢ YARD

AN OLD SETTLER GONE.

Squire Caverhill, of Lobo, Passed Av_vay at
a Ripe 0id Age—Helped to Build
the First Mill Erected on the

Site of L.ondon.

It is with general regret that the “Ad-
veruser’ zuxguuuuccs tne death of Thos.
Caverhill, justice of the peace, Lobo
township. In Mr. Caverhill the district
loses one of its sturdy pioneers, and the
“Advertiser” loses one of its earliest
subscribers and one of its earli_est club
agents. In fact, Mr. Caverhill com-
inenced his subscription with t.h‘e very

I'st weekly issue. He was one of those
sterling pioneers whose early settle-
ment in this part of Ontario has had
much to do with its advancement. Mr.
Caverhill was born at Rigg-Head ¥Farm,
orthorwald parish, Dumfriesshire,
Scotland, on Feb. 6, 1812. He was thp
son of Dr. Caverhill, and came with his
parents to New Brunswick in 1820, The
yvear 1834 found Mr. Caverhill, then a
voung man of 22, hewing timber for the
first mill built in London, on the site
of the present city. It was then a wil-
derness of forest, with a few scattered
settlers in the bush,with bears, dear and
the primitive Indian for neighbors. In
1837 Mr. Caverhill settled in Lobo town-
ship, on a farm now known as Orchard
Hill. Here he resided continuously ever
since, and raised a large family. De-
ceased was a man such as a publisher
loves to have as a subscriber. He be-
lieved in keeping perfectly in touch
with the promoters of the paper, and
organized the first club of subscribers
to the “Advertiser” 1n Lobo. While his
health remained good he was a fre-
quent visitor to the office of this jour-
nal, and ever a welcome one. He was
a life-long Liberal. Mr. Caverhill held
a commission as lieutenant, and served
in the rebellion of 1837. He died on
Wednesday last, Passing peacefully
to his rest, after an illness of two years
and six months. He was 83 years old
and leaves a family of four sons and
three daughters: William H.,, on a
farm in Lobo; Arthur E., head mathe-
matical master, Collegiate Institute,
St. Catharines; Walter A., on a farm in
Lobo; Edward T., on the o014 homestead;
Jane, wife of Wm. Paterson, Denfield;
Eliza, wife of James Elliott, Wilton
Grove, and Susan, at home, Although
the roads were well nigh impassable,
the funeral, which took place on Fri-
day, was very largely attended. The
four sons and two sons-in-law gcted
as pall-bearers. The service was con-
ducted by Rev. Mr. Lawrence, of Van-
neck, assisted by Rev. Norman Lind-
say. of Ivan. The reverend gentlemen
spoke in the highest terms of the qe-
parted, both as a Christian and as a
gentleman.

-

New Inventions.
In this age of Invention there seems

few avenues left for the aspiring genius, j

and yet the patent office is continually
busy with its throngs of applicants.
Medical Science, tco, continually en-
volves new. and valuable discoveries
There has been no more important one
during recent years than the invention
of Eseljay’s Liver Lozenges. Their dis-
covery is of interest and benefit to
nearly every person living. They are
sold at 25 cents a box or five boxes for
a dollar.

Facts for Flectors—$13 will buy the
best oak finished bedroom set ever sold
in London for the money. They are
worth §18. KEENE BROS, 127 King
street, opposite Market House.

Inspect H. Overmeyer’s livery, for-
merly Tripp’s, before you engage a con-
veyance for pleasure driving.

Don’t forgot, 219 Dundas street is the
place to get an easy shave and a fashionable
baircut. JomN L. ForTNEA. w

Unity of the Empire

The Dangers Which Threaten It—Canada’s In-
terest in Continued Union—The United States
Also Vitally Benefited—Irish Home Rule a
Factor—Russia Alone the Motherland's Great
Rival—Critical Advances Made by the B.ea.x:
—A Peep Into the Future—Hon. David Mills
Masterly Review.

. a o 2L o O v v

WALLACEBURG, March 6. — The
town hall was filled last night to listen
to Hon. David Millg’ address on “The
Unity of the Empire.” It pfoved a most
attractive topic in the hands of the
member for Bothwell. After a brief in-
troduction by the chairman, Mr. Mills
said:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle-
men — There are so many ques-
tions of great public importar}ce
upon which we differ from our politi-
cal opponents, which  are associatfed
with practical legislation and adminis-
tration, that we sometimes forget ?ﬂat
there are still larger political questions
upon which it is important that the peo-
ple should be well informed, and in ret-
erence to which public opinion should be
intelligently and wisely directed, in or-
der that all sections of the British em-
pire may be more closely drawn to-
gether, if this should be in conformity
with their best interests, and if it can
be secured without interfering with the
progressive development of each colony,
however weak or unimportant at
the present time that colony may
seem. There has been a good deal
of discussion on the subject of the
unity of the empire during the past five
years. That discussion, though it may
in a subordinate degree be beneficial,
has not suggested anything which is
likely to lead us into any path which
can terminate in any important prac-
tical results. The closer union of the
different parts of the British Empire
will certainly not be brought about by
a constitutional act. The empire of the
future must grow into closer unity, aris-
ing from a clearer conception of a com-
munity of interests than has hitherto
existed. Nor do I think that the pro-
posed

SCHEME OF IMPERIAL FEDERA-

TION
based upon differential duties would in
the smallest degree contribute to such
a result. It is not by such antiquated
contrivances, the principles of which
had their origin in a darker age, that a
great empire can be permanently con-
stituted, which is in the future to lead
mankind. The notion that one state
can best promote its own interests by
making war upon the interests of every
other state was finally given up by Eng-
land when she adopted a policy of com-
mercial freedom, and the success which
has resulted from the adoption of a com-
mercial policy so just to others and
f0o advantageous to herself has been %o
great that every motive for returning
again to thraldom has disappeare&. The
proposal put forward by the advocates
of Imperial Federation that she should
abandon the way which has proved so
advantageous to her, by which her
wealth and her population have been
so rapidly increased, and her dominions
S0 constantly extended, must have been
a cause of great astonishment to her
statesmen; that any such scheme could,
in a great colony like Canada, have been
seriously entertained by any portion of
its population is, indeed a matter for
surprise. It is notin any such way that
the unity of the empire can be promoted.
In fact, every such proposal is sure to
become a disturbing element in the
union as it now exists; it causes a 1z e
number of our people to inquire whether
if there is to be a change such a change
as that proposed is the best. They find
at the very threshold of the scheme a
barrier against trading with a coun-
try at their door; a country, if trade
were unrestrained, would certainly be-
come their largest and most profitable
customer. I think, then, we may very
well assume as a starting point that
a closer union between the different®
parts of the empire can never arisz iIf
we begin with a policy in direct aniag-
onism to the policy now firmly esiwab-
lished, and which has long since be-
come a settled tradition and habit of
the statesmen and people of the United
Kingdom. The English have extended
their commerce into regions which it
could have never reached under a sys-
tem of protection. The commercial mar-
ine of the United Kingdom has gained
enormously on the commercial marine
of all the rest of christendom since free
trade has been adopted, and it shows
a total unacquaintance with the his-
tory of the commercial and Industrial
life of the United Kingdom to suppose
that any statesman of it would for a
moment entertain a proposal to put an
end to the growth of British trade by re-
turning once more to
THE FOLLIES OF PROTECTION
and the enmities of the mercantile sys-
tem. I know that it is the practice of
some of our people to 100k upon the acts
and the policy of the Government of the
United Kingdom as old fashioned, an-
tiquated and extremely conservative,
and quite wunsuited to the demo-
cratic character of our population
and the exceptional circumstances of g
new country. They regard themselves
as greatly in advance of the mother
country, whereas in law reform, in the
principles of representation, in the prin-
ciples of ministerial responsibility, in
commercial and social legislation, and
for the most part in the sphere of state
authority, the Parliament of the United
Kingdom has always taken the lead in
those matters, and still leads the whole
English-speaking population of the
world. If you examine the constitu-
tion of the courts of judicature and the
proceedings of those courts vou will find
that the States of our neighboring Re-
public, which have most clogely fol-
lowed English legislation, are those in
which justice is most promptly and most
satisfactorily administered. So that no
portion of the English-speaking race
have shown greater progress in every-
thing relating to the commercial
and industrial life than the people
of the United XKingdom. When we
look at the extent of population, the
rapid accumulation of wealth, the mag-
nitude of her commercial interests, and
the rapidity with which they continue
to grow, I think we can form some idea
of the astonishment of the British peo-
ple at the self-conceit and the ignorance
of those who expect to convert the
statesmen of the motherland to their
way of thinking, and who aim at
TURNING BACK THE NATIONAL
LIFE

a hundred years. It is true that society
there is segregated into orders. They
have certain privileged classes, some of
whom have inherited their distinctions.
Those classes are the survival of a state
of society that is passing away. Gov-
ernments, for the most part, are not
called into existence to alter the social
fabric. They govern society as they
find it; but where an institution of gov-
ernment has survived the condition of
things, which made it useful, the nation
may, after a full cousideration, abolisb

it, or bring it into harmony with the
other institutions of the country; and
this, we dare say, the people of the
United Kingdom will do with the House
of Lords. We have here our privileged
classes. They have been created by our
Customs Act. They have taken hostages
in Parliament for the preservation of
the advantages which have been con-
ferred upon them. I would indeed be
surprised if they were now satisfied
with the results. In England the amstq-
cratic class, while they impede, muti-
late and defeat important legislative
measures in the direction of social re-
forms, have not interfered with the
growth of commerce or the develop-
ment of industry. These interests are
too powerful to be checked with impun-
ity, and in respect to them the Lords
count for but little more than

A MONKEY ON HORSE-BACK.
Society moves on in much the same
way as if they had no existence. As a
second chamber, the House of Lords is
very defective. It has no hold on the
national sympathies. The great mass
of Noncomformists of the United King-
dom are not represented in the Lords.
Five-sixths of the peopie of Ireland are
not there represented. Nearly the whole
of the Lords are politically of one party,
and are not in touch with the great ma-
jority of the people; and, as they are
now constituted, never can be. When
their political opponents are in office
they indiscriminately oppose all distinc-
tive measures of the Government; and
when their friends are in office they are
no effective check to ill-considered or
arbitrary legislation. So that on all
questions involving party conflict they
are either mischievous or useless. But
the constitution of the House of Lords
is only remotely an Imperial question:
it is one for the consideration of the
people of the United Kingdom only; and

have no intention on this occasion
either to discuss the probable effects of
a change or to say what that change
ought to be. It is only when a question
of Imperial politics arises that the de-
pendencies of the United Kingdom be-
come specially interested and may claim
a right to be heard in respect to their
solution. In the sixteenth century the
independence of England was endan-
gered by the supremacy of Spain. In the
eighteenth century she was engaged in
a conflict with France for the

FIRST PLACE AMONG NATIONS.
For a time able and ambitious men
directed the colonial and foreign policy
of France. The French Government
were then in the possession of the Val-
ley of the St. Lawrence and a great por-
tion of the Valley of the Mississippi.
French statesmen sought to confine the
English colonists, in numbers sixty-
fold those of France, to the Atlantic
slope. The English colonists resisted;
the English and French waged war. The
French possessions in North America
became English, The statesmen of
France had no public opinion behind
them. The Government was absolute.
And when the King became tired of
war, and disliked the burdens which it
imposed upon his treasury, he made
beace. There was no public opinion
compelling him to persevere. The na-
tion had no vote in shaping its own des-
.tiny. The gain of the French possessions
in North Amerlca, through the genius of
the elder Pitt, during the seven years’
war, was far more than counterbal-
anced by the loss of all the original pos-
sessions of the crown on this continent
through the arbitrary conduct and un-
constitutional bretensions of the King.
This loss, which was a few years lazer
followed by the great war of Napoleon,
once more threatened the supremacy of
the British Empire. The French Em-
pire went down before the combired
hostility of all Europe. The genius of
Napoleon led him to despise his enemies
and to underestimate the power of
mere numbers, to whom he had taught
caution by his repeated victories. Rus-
sia gained encrmously by that war: put
she did ‘not at once, as she has since,
become a menace to the rest of Europe.
The statesmen of the United Kingdom,
by the adoption of free trade, the repeal
of the navigation laws, and the dezer-
mination to make the prosperity of the
British people to rest solely upon tteir
own individual energies for success,
has introduced ga policy which has led
to an increase of pPopulation, wealth ind
commerce far beyond anything kncwn
in the previous history of the Unted
he growth ang exen-
> °S in a manner helore
unprecedented. The British Empire to-

da): far surpassses, in almost everytling
which nstitute power, any

ancient or in modern tines.
There is today but 5

ONE GREAT RIVAT,
and that is the empire of Russia. Fus-
sia came into existence about the s:me
time as England. In the earlier petiod
of its history it experienceqd far greiter
trials, far greater disasters, than any
of those which have fallen to the Ict of
England. England had her wars, and
invasions of Danes and Normans. But
in time these adventurers were ab-
sorbed into the rest of the Populaiion.
The Norman invasion modified and
strengthened the institutions of the
country. The Wars of the Roses weak-
ened the aristocracy and consolidated
the monarchy. The -civil war wnder
Charles I. checked the growth of arbi-
trary power and increased the pwer
of Parliament. But Russia has been
both subjugated and plundered byTar-
tar hordes, and driven into the fiozen
north; in time she hag risen fronm her
calamities stronger than she was be-
fore. She has extended her borde's at
the expense of Sweden, Poland andTur-
key in Europe, and at the expente of
Turkey, Persia, China, Japan an¢ the
Tartar tribes in Asia. Today Rissia
holds nearly one-half the contineit of
Europe and two-fifths -of the contnent
of Asia. Her embpire is territoially
united and embraces about three imes
the area of the United States and \wice
its population. The Government s an
absolute monarchy, tempered by asass-
ination. Russia is a military enpire,
and the opinions and aspirations ¢ her
most powerful military men have zpar- |
amount influence upon her policy. Rus-}
sia has never abandoned any sceme’
upon which the hearts of her mler,
have been set. No failures have, i1 t
respect, any influence upon her. A the
very beginning of her history sh» e
deavored to acquire Constantinope
the force of arms. She hag freqwe
since made war upon Turkey witi
same design. The common interet® of
Europe have held her in check, g
om challenging Rheir
united hostility; but she has not aban-
doned her intention; she only wzits a
more fitting opportunity.

SIX ARMIES PERISHED'

before she made herself master of Sam-
arkand. There she consolidated her
power, and has since extended hh’ do-

minions 400 miles southward along the
Pacifia ceast at the €Xnense of China.

She has obtained Saghalien from Japan.
She has won whole provinces from Per-
Sla, and she has converted the Caspian
Sea into a Russian lake. She has ex-
tended her borders eastward and south-
ward over Turkestan, Bokhara, Khiva,
Merv and a part of Kashgar, and she

as now entered the Pamir country up-
on the head waters of the Amoo Daria,
upon the very borders of India. She has
made military preparation again and
again to obtain possession of these
countries at the very time she in the
most formal manner denied that she
had any such intention. She has on
Several occasions attempted to enter
into offensive treaties with the Ameer
of Afghanistan, when her statesmen de-
clared that that country was wholly be-
yond the sphere of Russian influénce.
She has endeavored to make treaties
With the Ameer with a view to the in-
vasion of India, and she has gone on
establishing herself in Tashkend, Kho-
kand and Bokhara, with a view to the
conquest of India. Her military officers
in these districts have, from time to
time, prepared plans for the conquest
Of India and have submitted them to
the Government at St, Petersburg. Not
the slightest reliance can be put upon
any promise made by the Russian Gov-
€rnment or upon any assurance which
any Russian Minister will give. No
Russian Minister is in the least embar-
rassed at being caught in falsehood. He
asumes that it is as legitimate to in-
trigue, or to lie, as to fight, and it is far
less costly, and to Russia far less un-
certain in its results, Russia has suc-
ceeded in having several of the Balkan
Provinces wrested from Turkey. She
appeared as the disinterested friend of

he oppressed and the humane protector
of the bersecuted Christian populations
of.those regions. After they had ac-
quired an autonomy she

WORRIED AND HARASSSED THEM
With a view to making domestic govern-
ment possible, and of forcing them to
Practically submit to her authority.
She has hagd her paid intriguers in
every Balkan State, and she has bribed
officials and military officers until the
Balkan Governments have been com-
DPletely demoralized, and the instru-
ments of her treachery she has protect-
ed, when discovered, against the con-
Sequences of their crimes. Gen. Kaul-
pars. of the Russian army, was kept
ln‘Bngaria for the very purpose of
ruining the prince who was at the head
of the Government because he did not
sedulously labor to put the Government
in the hands of a Russian party, and
thus betray the country which he aimed
to govern well. There is not to be found
in modern European history more
shameless conduct on the part of a great
bower than that of Russia, in Bulgaria
If we look at the conduct of Russia in
Cfentral Asia we shall find that it is as
high handed, as arbitrary and as self-
seeking as in Bulgaria. Indeed, it has
been more violent because it has been
farther removed from observation. In
1864 Russia first succeeded in crossing
the great sand belt which separated
Southern Siberia from the city of Tash-
kend. This city was the largest of the
Tartar cities in Central Asia. She took
pbossession, and has made it the center
of a great military district. Here she
has amassed military supplies and
maintains a large garrison. It was after
this acquisition that Gen. Tchernayeff
wrote to St. Petersburg that the con-
quest of India, that many looked upon
as fabulous, was beginning to lift itself
before his eyes. In 1868 Bokhara was
brought under Russian control, and the
Emir became a vassal of the Czar. In
1873 the independence of Khokand was
destroyed, and the country was annex-
ed to the Russian Empire. In 1881 Merv
was incorporated also, and immediately
after a considerable section of country
which belonged to the Ameer of Afghan-
istan was seized by Russian troops, and
the Russian boundary was pushed
many miles within the territories which
the Russian Minister himself admitted,
In 1873, belonged to Afghanistan. Rus-
sia today menaces the liberties of the
world. I know that it is said that
an understanding has been reached
between the Government of England
and the Czar of Russia. That may be
80. There may be good faith on the part
of the Czar. The Government is auto-
cratic and his will is said to be law.
But in a Government constituted as
that of Russia is, being a great mili-
tary empire, within which every prov-
ince has its civil functions, dominated
over by military chiefs, the active and
persistent energies of such a Govern-
ment is vested not merely in the Czar,
and his Ministers at St. Petersburg, but
in the military officers in the distant
provinces These officers have for cen-
turies been given a comparatively free
hand. They have ga discretion limited
only by failure. No act which extends
the borders of the empire is likely to
meet with disapproval, and as long as
Russia remains a Military Government
S0 long will she continue to be actively
aggressive. |

RUSSIA WANTS INDIA,

It has been again and again suggest-
ed by British statesmen that it would
be better to have Russia as an ally than
as an enemy. I don’t dispute this; the
limitary line which is being drawn
through Central Asia is an attempt to
come to an understanding with her.
But as long as the Government of Rus-
sia continues to be a Military Govern-
ment she is not likely to find herself
much restrained by a boundary line
marked out by engineers. She desires
the acquisition of India. She is poor.
She thinks it has enriched the United
Kingdom, and in her possession it
would enrich her. She thinks that the
wealth which it would afford her would
soon enable her to make herself mis-
tress of Persia and Turkey to the west,
and of China to the east. She thir
with India in her possession she would
SOON BEeCOI e as pov e iyl Ay 8 Sie 1S
fast becoming on land. Roth Germ ny
and France are geographically restrain-
ed from further growth, and within a
few years there will be, under the pres-
ent order of things, but three great
powers in the world—the British Em-
pire, the Russian Empire and the Re-
public of the United States. If the Brit-
ish Empire were to lose its present mari-
time ascendancy, theg United States,
instead of progre;ﬂin wealth and
population as she does at present, would
in a large degree be wholly dependent
for her growth upon the natural in-
crease of population. Much of the trade
in which her people engage, at the pres-
ent time wonld, under altered cirenm-
stances, become coasting trade within
tha evmnire a# Pnssia. and from whicrh
Armerican shipping would be excluded.
The English population would be re-
dneed hy mearly one-third by the loss
©f Tndia-alone.
ithis the loss of the colonies and the
natural consequences which would
arise from the loss of commercial as-
cendancy, the population of England
would soon reach that point when the
production of her own soil would bhe
adequate to the supply of meat and
breadstuffs to her own people. You
might have immigration from the over-
crowded districts of Europe to the val-
leys of the Euphrates and the Tigris;
You might, under the altered circum-
stances of Russia, have a European
population looking eastward to the
plains of the Amoo Daria, instead of to
the unoccupied lands of America. No
one who has not with some care con-
sidered the question is likely to realize
THE TREMENDOUS REVCLUTION
wkich Russian ascendamcy would work
in the relation of this continent to Eur-
ope. Since the adoption of free trade
and the rapid extension of English com-

merce the population of the TTnited

| much

If you were to add to ! ; :
.  government, which theirs does not: put
| however this may be, each may think

Kingdom has increased far more rapid-
ly than it did before. You can meas-
ure with a good deal of accuracy the
prosperity of a country by the increase
of its population. Where g, country be-
comes prosperous, and the daily labor-
er earns better wages, there are not
only fewer people idle, but there are
fewer who remain unmarried. The lab-
orer marries earlier in life, because he
has less hesitation about his ability
to support his wife and his children;
and we accordingly find that not only
has the population of Great Britain in-
creased enormously, but an enormous
immigration from the United Kingdom
has gone on during the past half-cen-
tury. Destroy the prosperity of the
United Kingdom, reduce the laboring
classes to their former condition of pen-
ury, and it is no exaggeration to say
that within a very few years immigra-
tion would almost cease. You will see
from what I have said how much the
general prosperity of the English-speak-
ing race everywhere depends upon the
maintenance of English prosperity. To-
day the Government of the United
Kingdom puts no obstacles in the way
of the trade and commerce of any other
nation. The only obstacle is that which
open competition in an open market
may occasion. Under the present pol-
icy of no other country would this be
S0. There is not a state in Europe, or
In America, which may not enter into
any port of the United Kingdom upon
terms of perfect equality with any sub-
ject of her Majesty. An American mer-
chantman is as free to trade at Bom-
bay or Calcutta as a merchantman
from Liverpool. Can this be said of
Tonquin or Anam, which are under the
Dominion of France? I do not hesitate
to say that neither the United States
nor any British possession which might
e€scape conquest would make as much
progress in 50 years as under the pres-
ent order of things they may make in
ten. Will anyone who has considered
the subject pretend to say that we have
not an interest in the maintenance
of the

UNITY AND INTEGRITY OF THE
EMPIRE?
And our neighbors to the south of us
have scarcely less interest than we.
When I speak of the unity of the empire
I do not mean that we are to have any
central authority representing and act-
ing formally for the whole. I mean that
we should remain under the same sover-
eign, with liberty to grow into a greater
measure of self-government, with lib-
erty to grow towards each other, into
closer bonds of union, from a clearer
appreciation of our community of in-
terests. Growing into, trusting each
othe1, and into the exercise of sovereign
authority by those most largely inter-
ested—a unity that is the product of
growth rather than of any legislative
contrivance; a unity resting upon the
strong conviction that it is vital to our
well-being that we should remain to-
gether as allies, equally qualified to the
extent of our interests to deal with Im-
Derial affairs—to exercise sovereign au-
thority. Now will anyone pretend to
say that because a war might originate
in connection with matters with which
we have no immediate concern, that,
therefore, we should do nothing to pro-
tect ourselves against the possible dan-
gers of foreign invasion? That is not
my opinion. If I have made my positipn
clear that the unity of the empire is,
in the present condition of the world,
vital to our prosperity, surely it is only
reasonable that we should do whatever
may bhe necessary for our own protec-
tion as a part of it. The English fieet,
in case war upon British ascendancy
should be made, will doubtless give to
our commerce upon the high seas the
same protection which it will extend to
that of the United Kingdom. But what
about our sea ports? What of St. John,
of Halifax, of Victoria, of Vancouver?
Will any one pretend to say that it is
a rational proceeding to leave any of
those places with their present
INADEQUATE DEFENSES?
I say no; and there is scarcely a year
that has passed when we have not mis-
spent far more than enough to do all
that in this respect may be required. It
is with the growth of free states as it
is with individuals; the son that reaches
manhood, and expects his father to do
everything for him, and who under-
takes nothing for himself, will soon ac-
quire habits of mental imbecility which
will render him incapable in the future
of managing his own affairs: and a de-
pendent state which adopts a similar
policy will in the end be cursed with
like intellectual decrepitude. The time
will soon come to such a state when it
would prefer to be dependent rather
than to assume the responsibilities and
to make the sacrifices which self-gov-
ernment morally imposes. Let me fur-
ther remind you of some other matters
necessary to the political and racial
unity desirable to meet that conflict
which the present order of things,
should it continue, makes inevitable. T
have briefly pointed out to vou that the
United States has scarcely less interest
in the well-being of the British Empire
and in its continued unity than has Can-
ada or Australia. We all know how
greatly the feeling of the American peo-
ple towards those of England has im-
proved. The prejudices and the enmi-
ties resulting from the war of independ-
ence and the war of 1812-15 have worn
out. The great civil war, in no small de-
gree, has given to the present gener-
ation other matters about which to
think, and the interests of the popula-
tion do not permit the people to enter-
tain the same feelings towards those
who waged the last war against them
that they did to those who waged the
others. There is but one source of hos-
tility which has not heen dried up—it
is that feeling of wrong and injustice
which
THE EXPATRIATED IRISHMAN

carries with him across the Atlanfic.
It is my strong conviction that when
local self-government is conferred upen
the people of Ireland, when Irish dis-
content is thereby allayed, the last im-
pediment in the way of complete unity
of interest and the feeling between the
United Kingdom and the United States
will be removed. We are of the same
race; our religious opinions, our liter-
ature and our habits of thought are
the same. We spealt the same
language. Our constitutional system is
better than theirs, for it is, in point of
time, a century in advance. And our
constitutional system is such that it ad-
justs itself to the progress of society.
With us justice is more promptly ad-
ministered, the laws are more strictly
enforced and crime more certainly pun-
ished. That our system is more flexible
than theirs cannot be doubted. It se-
cures unity of action between the legis-
lative and executive departments of

as he pleases, without any unfriendly
feeling towards the other. But there are
among Us many persons who are of the
opinion that our ultimate destination is
separation. I don’t think this at all
necessary to secure sovereign authority
and the full stature of a free state. Our
powers of self-government are con-
stantly being enlarged. They keep pace
with our necessities, and when we at-
tain the maturity of a sovereign state
we shall have its attributes, and still
remain within the pale of the British
empire. Anyone who has watched the
growth of the empire will see that the
great dependencies are intrusted more
and more with the settlemnt of those

| external relations which specially con-
 cern them, and in time they must be

trusted as the parties having the chief
interest in what mainly concerns them-
selves. We have but to permit the great
moral and political forces which now
operate within the empire to continue,
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and they will work out by the law of
evolution the most perfect, the most
satisfactory solution of the relation in
which the different parts of this great
empire shall stand towards each other.
Let me say to you that the whole face
of modern civilization and of modern
commerce
IS SEEN THROUGH ENGLISH EYES.
Vith the disintegration of the empire
all this would come to an end. It is
English policy which has in so large a
degree permitted every independent
state to pursue its own interests with-
out restraint. With Russian ascendancy
this would not be so, and all our pros-
pects of political growth would be as
certainly ended as if we were a, Russian
orovince. It is by the unity of the em:
pire that we have the privilege of grow-
ing in numbers, in wealth, and in sov-
ereign authority. We certainly can se-
cure for any ground of difference which
we may have as respectful a hearing
and as favorable a settlement as if we
were an independent state. Our position
today is not inferior to that of any
South American republic. We are re-
lieved from some of the burdens which
separation would impose, and we can
afford to assume by way of defense on
our own soil some of the expenses which
in that event we would incur. With our
increased claim to authority there must
be a corresponding growth of our re=
Sponsibility. Let us then like men as-«
Sume our true place in the empire,grow-
ing with its growth, partaking of itg
good fortune, sharing in its authority,
proud of its devotion to liberty, and
fully appreciating the advantages
which its ascendancy has secured to the
worid, feeling assured that its growth
must bring to us our full measure of
sovereign authority.

The honerable gentleman resumed his
seat amid loud applause
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