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There have been few great poète—few 
poets of any appreciable quality. In­
deed—anywhere, who have not had a 
lively and appreciative sense of hu­
mour, If they have not actually been 
positive and productive humourists. 
It is a faculty of the human mind 
without which no man can be Intel­
lectually great—without which no 

! view of life caw be comprehensive 
- and true; a faculty without which 
• Shakespeare could no more have 
I sounded the gamut of human feeling 
' as he did, than a man who is colour­
blind could describe the glowing ir­
idescence of the rainbow. In Bums 
and Scott the most notable among 
Scottish poets—and mighty Influences 
both In the republic of letters—the 
faculty of original humour was re- 
vealed to an extraordinary degree.

; In the case of Scott the playfulness 
; of his fancy was made manifest es­
sentially, no doubt, in the Waveriey 

' Novels, and in conversation with ln- 
1 divlduals; his poetry being mafnly 
1 martial and moving, and severe rather 
than lightsome. In Bums, the greater 
poet, and the more impulsive genius,

1 there was revealed the greater hu- 
! mourlst and thd readier wit, as well 
as the finer sentimentalist.

Alone amid the sublimities of Na­
ture, or touched by the muse in her 
divine/ moods, he was reverent In 
spirit and glowed with adoration as 
fervid and sincere as ever animated 
the breast of the royal Hebrew bard 
himself; but prompted to join the 
social circle at the festive board, and 
fired by the spirit of fun, he would 
daszle and delight a party for hours 
together by the brillance ' and rapid­
ity of his flashes of ready wit and 
humorous satire. The most ample 
and effective examples of Burns’s hu­
mour occur, of course, in his poems, 
notably In “Tam o' Shanter,” and 
“The Jolly Beggars,” in his songs 
"Duncan Gray,” “Tam Glen,” and

; - -
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who was at that time engaged on », 
picture of Jacob’s dream. Bums em­
bodied his criticism of the work In 
the following lines, which he wrote 
on the back of a sketch still pre­
served in the painter’s family:
"Dear----- , I'll gie some advice,

You’ll tak' it no uncivil;
You shouldha paint at angels malr, 

But try and paint the devil.
To paint an angel’s. kittle work,

WV Auld Nick there’s leds danger; 
You’ll easy draw a weel-kent face 

But no sae weel a stranger.”
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a neaterNever perhaps was there 
compliment paid to feminine loveli­
ness than that paid by Bums to Miss 
Ainslie in an impromptu rhyme. Dur­
ing the Poet's Border tour he went 
to church on Sunday, accompanied 
by the eister of his travelling com­
panion, Mr. Robert Ainslie, of Berry- 
well^ Dunse.' The text for the day 
happened to contain a severe de­
nunciation of obstinate sinners, wt 
lang tongues, mischief makers, and 
d— liars, and the poet. Observing 
the young lady intently turning over 
the leaves of her Bible In search of 
the passage, took out a email piece 
of paper and wrote the following 
lines, which he immediately passed 
to her:
“Fair maid you need not take the hint 

Nor idle texts pursue;
■Twas guilty sinners that he meant 

Not angels such as you."
r ■
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rations from time t,Ready-witted graces 

were evolved, by the poet on demand,, 
time and again. Having met some 
friends to dine with them at the' 
Globe Tavern, Dumfries on one oc-
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caaion, When a sheep’s head happen­
ed to be the fare provided, he was 
asked to give something new as a 
grace, and instantly delivered the fol­
lowing:
"O God, when hunger pinches sore. 

Do thou stand us in stead:
And send us from thy bounteous store 

A Tup or Wether*» head.”
After having dined, however, and 

greatly enjoyed the repeat, he was 
appealed to- return thanks, and did 
so in four lines revealing native wit
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JUST AA LL ov«t the world it is known that the 
/ best preserves are English Jams and * 

"^Marmalade. The finest English Jams and 
Marmalade are * Sunrise’ ; these little stories tell 
how they are made and why they are so good. »

FIRST of all, and most 
highly important, only the 
best and freshest fruit is 
ll^M bought. All the counties in 

KyBBt Great Britain, and orange 
erovcs in Spain, where the 
finest fruits are grown, are 

W/rSR visited by the buyers who 
mifce careful selection, and the 

ÆMgS/ffî gathering and packing is 
exceed out under watchful 
supervision so that the fruit 
arrives undamaged at the 

^ factory.

THAT is the first step in the 
pregress to perfection, and 
‘Sunrise’ Jams which you will find 

in your stores are specially made for 
your country by the famous house of

500 R A valet to g certain sporting noble­
man who had procured leave to attend 
a race meeting next day Informed his 
wife that his -lordship had predicted 
that a horse named “Most Beautiful” 
was a certain winner.

He arose upon the morning of the 
race to find that the name had com­
pletely escaped his memory, but his Bottle; 
more retentive wife posed before him jne27,tf
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provoked, may, however, be repro- _ _____
duced en passant. The process will Than Burns’s epitaph “On a. Sul- 
freshen the reader’s memory, If It ! clde » nothing more scathingly sar- 
does not actually enlighten his mind, wa8 ever written. It Is as If

Burns, like true steel, was ever, he cou]d not express too much scorn 
ready to give Are at the touch of the of the miserable coward who would 
flint, and being present in a company ! egchew the obligations of life by an 
where an ill-educated parvenu was | act o( Belf-distruction : 
boring everyone by boasting of the ! ,^arth.d here Uea an Imp o’ hell, 
many great people he had lately pianted by Satan’s dibble;
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many great people he __
been visiting, the poet gave vent to Poor sillv wretch, he’s damned him- 
his feelings In the following lm- sel’ h
promptu stairta, which may be sure To 8Bve the Lordthe trouble.
effectually sUencSd the babbling snob, waB standing one day on the
before him: quay at Greenock, when à wealthy
“No more of your titled acquaintances merchant belonging to the town had
•Andb|n“îordly circle, you've been: mlstortunetofall Into ttrta-
An Insect is only an insect at most bor He was no swimmer, and would 
Though It crawl on the curls of a certainly have been drowned had not 

queen.” _____ a sailor, at the risk of his own life,
Having been storm-sted one Sun- »lunKer ta “d £TÎiÎ!“»£ï2 

day at Lamtngton, in Clydesdale, the d,anger”U<8 ZITl
poet went to church, but the day was ® . . , . h-
cold, and the place so uncomfortable, «ght, put Ms hand into Msjmckrt
and the sermon so poor, that he left
this protest on the pew wMeh he had *hllllnR-

... time collected, loudly protested
oocn*> against the Insignificance of the sum,
“As canid a wind as ever blew, ;but Burns, with a smile of Ineffable
A canlder Kirk, an’ ln’t but few; ___ t„ rMtn,nAs cauld a preacher’s ever spak- BCOrn’ entreated them to rcteato 
Tell a’ be het ere I come back.” their clamour, "For,” said he, the
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Blissful Ignorance, saved?" asked Ted, when they met 
again.

"I’m not sure," said John.
"But haven’t yon a bank book?” 

“Why,-no. I just dropped the money 
every week Into the pillar box aa I 
was passing.”

Do not
Itching.Piles or Nfld. Coal & Trading Company, Ltd.

At V_e premises lately occurred by Alan Goodrldjt 
ito.-fh.tf. db Sons,

John was grumbling because he 
had no money to buy an air-gun.

"Well, now,” said Ted, "If you put 
a bit In the poet office every week, 
you’d soon save enough for an air- 
gun.”
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WHITE FELT 
CRUSHER 

HATS.
A Job Line of Girls’ White 

Crusher Hats; these are 
much worn now, would be 
nice for school wear.

Each 60c.
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COTTON
BLANKETS.

Size 64 x 76. A nice heavy 
Blanket, and come in either 
Blue or Pink borders.

Per Pair $3.70

COTTON
BLANKETS.

Small size; 60 x 76. A 
strong Blanket. Only a lim­
ited number of these on 
hand.

Per Pair $2.50

WHITE
BED-SPREADS

A Special lot * of WMte 
Quilts; size 74 x 84. In or­
der to appreciate this value 
you should see these.

"Each $2.80


