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SOME CURIOUS CRITICISM.
(Thursday’s Daily.)

The Opposition -made their annual
demonstration against the immigration
policy of the Government a few days
ago, and as usual succeeded in demons-
trating that they do not know exactiy
what to do about it. That they weie
worried over the success of the policy
and chagrined at the eredit the Gov-
ernment ‘has received from that suc-
<cess ‘was plain enough. And it was
equally piain that they did not sece
just where or how the policy could b«
attacked on grounds which would b:e
commended by the public or which
the public would even regard without
suspicion 6r disapproval.

In consequence, as has become the
rule in recent years, no general party
attituds was taken or attempted either
in antagonism to the present policy,
in favor of an alternative policy, or
even in favor of any important depart-
ure from the present policy. When
the debate had ended the incident had
closed. -No- proposal was made t
divide the House and the motion to
congider the new immigration bill in
committee carried without dissent. The
Government thus received the silent
assent of the Opposition that the re-
sulte of the poliéy have been gener-
ally beneficial, so much so that they
had no fault to find with it serious
enough to warrant them recording
their-votes on it. - The policy must bs
considered therefore to be admitted a
sound policy and a suecessful policy
alike by, the men who inaugurated it
and are carrying it on and by thos2
whose duty and dinclination makes
them the critics of the Government’s
doings.

Criticism was of course offered both
of the policy and its results. But the
criticism was mostly directed against
details not of primary importance;
none of the points raised were con-
sidered . worth making a fight for; and
many of them bore the aspect of being
dummies set up #c give an appearanc2
of .oppesition.

An exception mwust be made in re
spect of the criticism offered by Mr.
Monk. He attacked the policy squarely
in front. He would abolish immigra-
tion effort, practically altogether. He
might keep an office open in London
though he did not seem very sure
about it. - He might insert an adver
tisement -here and there though he was
not very sure abont this either. Bt
he would recall the agents we keep
abroad, elose the agencies, shut down
the publicity campaign to little or
notrhing;”t'md would leave the people
to come to Canada or stay away from;
Canada as they pleased. Our present
course bz thought involved the expen-
diture of a-large sum of money annu-
ally for which we did not get value.
His pdsition was simply that immi-
gration effort does not pay and that
we-had -better givé it up.

Io this," as in other matters, Mr.
Mcuk must be faken as speaking for
the Conservative party in Quebee, or
at least of “speaking what the Conser-
vative party in Quebec is wanted by

«its leaders to think. He Has been the

party leader in .that Province for
many years. - As such he has been
extended or has claimed a liberty of
utterange which has often involved
the party generally quite as seriously
as his hostility to the immigration
campaign. He has not been reproved
or in any known way disciplined by
the leader. Nor was he rebuked on
this” occasion. "He must be regarded
therefore as a spokesman officially de-
claring to the party in Quebec that
the Opposition is opposed to continu-
ing the immigration campaign.

Mr. Borden did not go so far as Mr.
Mcnk. He did not admit vhat he was
opposed to immigration effort, or thas
he would suspend it if the power were
placed 'in his hands. Instead, he con-
cerned himself with details of the xe-
sults of the immigration policy, results
by the way compiled by the Commis-
sioner of Immigration for the United
States. .

Cne point which he dwelt on at
some length was that aceording to the
United States authority only 11,000
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{ more people came to Canada from ’hat
country Jast year 1than went 4rom
I Canada to the United States.
remedy for this he thought “We ought

“to direct our attention to gettingl
“the diversified employment necessary '

“to keep our young people in the
“‘eountry.”’
Mr. Borden and those who think with
him commonly employ in fiscal mat-
ters, this is only another way of say-
ing that we should resise the tariff, in
!hope of thereby inducing industrial
, development.and keeping Canadians at
home. As to how far he would raise
th> tariff, or how high it would have
f'to be raised to accomplish this end he
had nothing to say. Obviously, if the
end couid be accomplished by that
meéans it could only be done by raising
the tariff to a far higher level than
has ever been reached in Canada yet.
The ‘““National Policy”’ was high en-
ough ior most people, but it did not
keep Canadians at home. In those
days there was no balance of even
11,000 people in Canada’s favor as the
result of a year’s exchange of popu-
lation. Usually the result was several
times 11,000 Canadians lost and prac-
tically no Americans gained #o take
their places. By Mr. Borden’s calcu-
lation, based on United States figures,
Canada is 80,000 people per year better
oft than when we had high tariff. Yet
{ he proposes high tariff as a means for
keeping our people at home.

Another point troubled Mr. Borden.
Some Americans, it seems, come to
Canada, make money here and then
return to the United States. To remedy
this he would mak: the homesteader
pyt in a longer term on his home-
stcad. Whether he would make the
restriction apply to all homesteaders
or whether he would discriminate
against the American settler he did
not say.

L}

But as his grievance was
against the American settler the re-
striction was presumably intended
apply only to him. On what ground
or principle of justice or economrics he
wouw.d give a homestead to a Canadian,
or Englishman, or German, or French
man, who lived three years on it and
would at the same time require the
man from the United States to live
five years or ten years on the adjoin-
ing homestead before getting patent
we are left to surmise.

PEOPLE WITHOUT RAILWAYS,
AND A RAILWAY WITH-
"OUT PEOPLE.

(Friday’s Daily.)

¢ In so far as it is the business of a
Provincial governmenti to wuse the
credit of the Province for securing
railway extension the first duty is to
provide such accommodation to those
parts of the country in which settlers
are already located and into which
they ars going in greatest numbers. It
is a disadvantage of the Alberta and
Great Waterways road that beyond
Lac la Biche it traverses a country in
which there is little settlement or
none at all, and into which settlers
are not going in any numbers, even
with the assurance that the road will
be built within a short time. So iar
as the north country is concerned
settlement has taken place and is tak-
ing place not to the far northeast but
to the northwest. It is in the Peace
River and Grand Prairie districts that
settlement has as yet chiefly taken
place, and it is to those districts that
the stream of settlement northward is
pouring. For the settlers.in the Peace
River and Grand Prairie districts, the
Alberta and Great Waterways road
wiil offer no railway accommodation.
Their position after the road is built
will be just what it is today unless
measures are taken to provide other
accommodation for them. And be-
cause the bonds of the Alberta and
Great Waterways are guaranteed for
an unusually large amount and at
an unusually high rate of interest,
the tendency of this bargain must be
to delay the building of roads into
and through the country northwest of
Edmonton and into the districts along
the Peace River.

There must 'be supposed to be a
limit to the amount o3 guarantee
which the Province can give without
destroying the value of its guarantee
and thus crippling it so far as using
its eredit for promoting railway con-
struction is concerned. The value of
a2 man’s name on the back of a note
depends upon how many other notes it
has been already inscribed on. For
precisaly the same reason the more
of the Province’s credit is pledged the
less value that credit will be to fur-
ther railway enterprise. I we are
extravagant with our credit either of
two things must happen; either we
shall have to give larger guarantees
than would otherwise be necessary to
future railway enterprises or we shail
have to find some other means of in-
ducing Tailway construction. It
should be a basic tenet of any guar-
antee policy that the lines first guar-
anteed should be the lines which are
most.needed and those most likely. to
pay their way. And in any event the
guarantee should not be given for more
than goes into the road. Beyond Lac
la Biche the Alberta and Great Wat-
erways is not demanded by settlement
cither real or immediately prospective,
and the heavy burden placed on the

‘
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credit ol the Province must tend to wanted it builf or not. But it fieed
prevent the granting of credit to other not necesasrily mean this. The build-
and more badly needed railways into ing would not be available much be-
the northwestern conutry. It is en- fore winter in any event and in the
tirely probable that settlers will go meantime the preésent site would have
into the country. along the new line.:to be used. 'And when completed the
It would be a remarkably poor part of building will be comparatively lijtie
the West into which sett!ers would not'nceded in summer, save for the hand-
flock if a line of railway were built‘ling of certain kinds of produce.
through it. Bu4 while there are dis-!There is no good reason why trading
tricts into which settlement has al-|in other kinds of produce should not
ready gone and is going and which!be allowed to continue on the present
are without raiiways, it must surely site even after the bujlding is com-
be ‘the business cf the Province to’picted, until such time as the property

provide railways for these districts
rather than to build railways into
unoccupied territory for the purpose'
of inducing settlement there. How-
ever important it is to provide for fut-|
ure settlement, it is of even more im-
portance to provide the accommoda-
tion without which the existing settle-’
ment cannot profitably carry 'on farm-
ing operations; and so far as‘'the duty
of aiding railways lies upon the Pro-'
vince it must surely lie in accommo-
dating the people who are now in the
country rather than the people who
may some day come into it.

The Alberta _and Great Waterways
is. guaranteed ?ur $20,000 per mile at,
5 per cent. interest. This means that|
to secure onz mile of this road, main
line or siding, the Province becomes |
liable for interest charges to the ex-;
tent of $1,000 per year. The bonds of,
the C. N. R. and the G. T. P. are|
guaranteed at $13,000 per mile at 4;
per cent. interest. To secure one milei
of road built by either of these com-|
panies the credit of the Province is
burdencd to the extent of $520 in|
interest charges per year. For each
mile of the Alberta and Great Water-!
ways secured by the bargain therefore
practically two miles of railway could
have been secured from either the C.
N. R. or the G. T. P.. Neither o
these roads, it is said, were willing to |
build the Fort McMurray line. Tlmtl
is not saying much for the prospects’
of the road as viewed by railwaymen

|

But both companies are anxious - to
get into the country northwest ¢f Ed-'
monton, and through it to the Peace]
River and Grand Prairie Cistricts. It'
is reasonable to suppose therefqre'
that for the 350 miles of railway we
are to get under this ‘bargain we'
couid have secured 700 miles of rail-
way through country- equally difficult
for construction north and northwest
of Edmonton, country into which
people lihve gone by the thousand,
and have established themselves und-|
er the most- trying circumstances inl
hope and expectation that the adverse
conditions would be speedily r(-liu\'c‘l‘
by the construction of rai'ways into!
and through that country. The guar-
ant2e of the Alberta and Great Water-
ways for that part of the road running
through absolutely unsettied country
would be sufficient to guarantee $13,-
000 per mile ior a railway from Ed-
monton to the Peace. To the peoplc'
in this northwestern country the as-
pect of the situation is that -what
might have secured them ample rail-
way facilities has been pledged to
buiid .a railway running for half its
length through a country where there
are no people and into which peoplu!
are not going.” An equally bad feature
of the arrangement is that this pro—|
ject must tend to prejudice proposals
for relieving the situation of the set-!
tlers in the Peace River country and
the couatry between here and there.
For by the members from the most
thickiy populated portion of the Pro-
vince the Alberta and Great Water-
ways must be regarded as a ‘““north-
ern’’ road, and while their constituents
are beseeching them to secure rail-
ways for them it will be putting a
heavy tax on the liberality of these
men to ask them to go security for
another iine into the north or north-
west. Fortunately there has been
none whatever of a spirit of selfishness
ghown by the southern members. Not
one i them has objected to opening
up the north. But with thousands of
con-tituents demanding from each of
them railways for their particelar sec-
tions of the country it must require
some courage on their part to sanc-
tion the pledging of the Province’s
credit for another road to the north-
west. The pebple in the constituen-
cies which badly need railway aceom-
modation wiil very properly say that
if the Alberta and Great Waterways
does not go into that part of the north
country where the people are, they are
not. responsible for iy and should not
be penalized hecause of it. It is justI
as true that the people in the great
northwestern country are not respon-
sibie for the bargain and should not
be penalized for it. But the unfortu-
nate character of the situation is that
this.is what may very well happen. 1i
it does happen it will be because so
much of the Province’s credit has bezn!
pledged to build a railway where there |
are no pecple to serve, while thous-
ands of settlers who could have been!
relieved by the same burden on our
credit are left without relief.

If the ervection of a market building
meant the complete and immediate
abandonment of the present market
site the Council .could hardly under
the present circamstances refuse the
people a chance to say whether they

:policy. It is a civic square we want

'grt'ss the speed limit. The need for

‘ Just how much good these “conces-

to the United States alone. The pro-

‘and dyes, dates, figs, nuts, raisins, cur-

is -required for other purposes. Te
simpiy shuf up the property and
leave it idle would not be very good

there, not a park.. And unti] we are
prepared to make it a civie square it!
might as well be used for something.
The point, of the case is that if we
do not proceed with the work now we
will not have.a building when we
need it, seven or eight months’ hence

The city police have begun a rsund-
up ¢f automobile drivers who trans-

-
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a campaign of this kind has been long
apparent. The rate at which a vehicle !
is travelling may of course .;2 more or'
less a matter of judgment, but to
many unprejudiced observers some.
chauffeurs seem to have mistaken the
streets of the city for private speed-
ways. Any illusion of that character
should be quickly dispelled. - And
when dispelied the new order of
things should be made permanent.
This campaign should have been be-
gun when the offence began, that is
years ago. Now that it has begun it
should be kept up just as long as
there is any need for it.

|
s |
SENATOR ALDRICH'S SERVICE !
TO CANADA. 1
(Saturday’s Daily.)

It is fortunate for Senator Aldrich’
that President Taft is a mild-man-
nered man. Were he other  there

i would be “wigs on the green” when

next the chief exccutive encounters
the man from Massachusetts.

02 all ill-devised weapons - with
which an executive officer was eyer
sent to make commercial war on a
neighboring state the Payre bili was
the last triumph of mischievous inge-
nuity or of parverted sense. Not only |
did the President refuse to discharge
the weapon—he accepted with appar-
ent joy about whatever excuse Can-,

3 W { {
tada was prepared to give him {or re-!

tiring the dangerod$ arm.. Senator!
Aldrich may bz loyal to his leader,!
but he wili require to show some
pretty good proofs before any one will
believa: it after the specticle he has!
made of him.

The upshot of the negotiations by
which Mr. Fielding kindly relieved
the President from:! his embarrassing

position is that Canadians will be able []

to import  thirteen ‘‘elasses of goods |
from anywhere in the world at about
2 12 per cent. fower duty than they
have had to pay heretofore, while Can- i
adian produects of every kind will en-
ter-the United States at the minimum
rates allowed under the tariff law «f
that country. And as a grand finale,
the President agread that st2ps should
be taken -at once to bring about an
even more favorable arrangement pe-
tween the two- countries as regards
trade.

sions” wil} do Senator Aldrich and
his fellow-conspirators is apparent at
a glance. The ‘‘concassions’ apply to
all countries "in the world, and not

ducer of any. of these classes of goods
in the United States therafcre occu-
pies under this arrangement precisely
the positioon he occupied under the
former tariff as regards competition
from other countrizs in ths Canadian
market. He reczives no reduction th:t
the producers of - other countries do
not receive. The “concessions’ there-
fore amount purely and simply to con-
cessions 4o the Canadian purchaser of
these kinds of goods abroad, leaving
the American producsr not a cent’s
worth better off than he was before
in the matter of advantage in the
Canadian market.

The compilete failure of the coercive
clauses is appdrent from the list of
articles in respect of which these ““con-
> were granted. The ““omni-
bus’ clause includes such items as
quill  tooth-picks, oyst:ir
shells, castor oil and clay pigeons. The
remainder consists of such articles sas
cotton-seed, oil, vegetable oils, mineral
waters, manufactures of celluloid,drug

cessions’

crushed

rants, prunes, watch actions, pressed
leather, tableware of porce.ain and
china. Of these things Canada impor!-
ed last year about 5 million dollars’
worth from the Uni%d States in a
total importation from that country of
118 million dollars. This is how much
the “concessions’” mean to the people
the Payne tariff was intendad ‘c en-
rich,

These are not c¢ven articles which
are produced in any juantity in Can-
ada. Most of them eannot be pro-
duced commercially in Canada. The

for his; sores of having iorced conces-
sions which would allow his country-
ment to compete with Canadian manu-

)

to treat them.
three Western Provinces.
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facturers or producers All' he has
accomplished is that Canadians will
tax themselves for importing|
these articles, whether froma the Un-|
ited States or soun:e other place
places. -The S2aa%r should be popn
lar in Canada—for what he did

course, not for what he intended tol

When the better terms negotiations
are taken up the S:nator will hav

= - —~
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another claim on our good opinion.

Thi, was the pric: «.manded from
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the President ior allowinz him 1o

crawl out of the hole int: which the
Senator had put him with some ap-
pearance of decorum. It is up to the
Government at Washington to imple-
ment its promise or break faith. No
doubti the former will be done, for the | Phone 1667
temper of the United States peopl
has been pretty plainiy shown in the
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last few weeks. If, therefore, the
attempted hold-up should work out
in a freer trade arrangement between

the two countries, Senator Aldrich as

certain publieations: -ir

to mean that critics during th

Alberta

ys bargain, whil

ahat tha it £ tha
the author of the hold-up will deserve | 200Ut the merits ol th
even more consideration at our hands | Great Waterwa
than he has already earned. ers favoring the Government arc

Meantime, the sympathies of Can-

to be r’!‘.ffl'w'}‘ free not only

of the inquiry must say no word even

Provinee on, an attack in reprizal will come

course | from som> quarter on the conduct of
\ jug

he members of the Government who
i the deal. Such attack would
more plainly in direspect of
Jommission than - the slander

v thrown on the oppusing meem-

adians “are due the respected Presi-|the public merits of the transaction|bers of the House; and as men are
dent; of the Republic. Though he was|but to make onslaught on the oppos-

the agent of bad counsel, it was clear|ing memb:1s of the.Legislature by im

his heart was not in the business. Him | puting to them conduct no one has
we must regard as a well-meaning|even alleged them te be guilty of.

man placed in a most unenviable posi-| Thus, the day after the Commissior

tion by the mistaken or treasonableadjourned, one publication came

counsel of others, as we must admit{with the unblushing statement tl
tha

Senator Aldrich the author of unin-|it Lhad been shown in the inquir;
tended good to this eountry—and his |the

insurgent members of the Legis

out

i

own, {lature awere the authers of Mr. Hawes’
On his own account the I’rl-si"wnz;plam to get a large sum of money out
has one resource. Mr. Roosevelt is)of Mr. J. K. Cornwall, M.P. Nothing

returning from Africa. If that doughty jof the kind had been assert:d in th
warrior still wields the big stick with court, let alone proven; and had it
his wonted will the President should been prorvemr never so plainly it would

be able to show him a spot where it]still have 'been a matter on whicl
: 1

1

might be landed with neatness and|comment was not- permissable until

despatch, to #he interest of interna:|after the Commission had reported

ltimml‘ feeling, the security of trade,|Presumably the Commissioners have
 worthy 82nator hes not even the salvaj

the welfare of his country and the|power to protect themselves agains
good of his party.

- submitted to. them:* One point
|
| c

“Sub judice” is being construed by

clear, if this thing is, allowed to g

)

| human, attecks of this - kind must
{be followed by coanter attacks. That
the circumstances lend ready oppor-
tunity for such repiies in kind makes
the certainty doubly sure. In the in-
alike of justice, truth and san-
he parties who are trying to
cram “‘sub judice” as a.gag into the
mouths of other people -but persist in
using their own vceal organs as they
piease, should be rounded up.

Quebec Legislature Objects.
Quebee, Mar. 30—There was a spirit
of revolt in the legisiature this morn-
ing over the epidemic of bills propos-
ed this year to authorize medical stu-

dents to practice as physicians in the

t) province. Notices of a dozen . such
{this kind of prejudging of the case

bills are on the order paper today. To
day the private bills committee passed
no iess than seven of them,

Oh, no.

That is your position?

No, I didn’t say t

This is what it amount

I hardly think so.

No -Letters From Mr. White,

Have you any letters in y
gession from Mr. Wi
parliament ‘fu: Victor
to this project?

No, I think I haven

Well, will you swear

L will, yes.

Have you ever
your possession f
econnection with

No, not in conmn
ject.

You understand
by project?

“Yes, I understand
I think.

"Anything in conns
struction of or t
construction of th
berta & Great Wat

No.

You never had

X(J. I hav
White. JYcou
P2

I do?

Yes, I have
White, privatc

In connecti

Well, I don’t
be said to be

Well,somebody els: mig
could be said. Will v
letters for Mr. Walsl

I wouldn’t say:
ters where the All
erways was Iention

Will you produc
Mr- Walsh’s ing)

I haven’t any

Wheie are they?

One of them somel

Who is the someb

I presume you kn I
do. It was taken out of n
in the hall; you can f
presumie.

1 destreyed it.

You destro;

Ther> wasn’
in it.

And that is
ed it?

Yes.

You destroyed it
nothing important in
you destroy it?

I think as soon as T got it

Was it a typewritten 1
ten . with pen and ink?

Written with pen 1

Do you know w r Mr. V
has a copy of it or not?

No, T don’t. But might s
hadn’t anything at all to do wit
Alberta and Great Waterwayrs
way.

Where is
ngt -been stolen
pbcket?

That is the o1

One was stole
stroyed?

That is it.

So these are the
have ever recvived
M.P., in connection with
& Great Waterways

I wouldn’t like to say

Arte there any others

These were not in cor
the Alberta.and Gr
railway. §

Political Situation Discussed

The project was mentioned i1
letter, you. say?

I Cion’t think the project was
tioned, but I think the political
tion was discussed.

In there?

Yes.

Have you got any others

Well, I have a number
ing the last two or three
Mr. White.

Having any bearing on
& Great Waterways railway proj

I don’t think so

Will you swear

Wel, I will to
Coulection, ves.

Well, if they are in existenc
are they?

What in existence?®

Letters from Mr. White
may ‘bear on this matter:

I told you I didn’t know of ¢
existence. There neve were a
existence that bore on
I know. of.

Ii you Lave any,

Well, I would el
destroyed them in the 1
don’t. atways keep pri
ence.

You would either have
destroyed them in

es,

Because they are

That is it.

But if you haven’t
where_are they now

Well; I think I a
_ If thete are 4
1stence, where

I think I toid
Houge met I receiv
my recollection two
White. One is lost, T
out-of my overcoat; the
a short letter and I
mentioned the Alberta
erways railway, but i
litical matters, a

These are the onls

‘member ever to

Mr. White?

That is all, yes, that ha
ing even on the political situat
ed by the Alberta & Great W
railway affair. -
" Was it in reference to the All
Great Waterw Iway

Neither one

No referenc

They had t« I

But not otherwise

Not to the Alberta & Great
ways railway arrangement, 1

No Letters. From Cushing

Have you any letters in
session from W. H. Cusl
minister of public works in
vince, in connection with th
W. Ry.?

No, I haven't

Did YOu - ¢y
telegrams?




