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QT It is requested that any brother who 
does not intend to bo present at the ap
proaching Conference will kindly notify 
either of the Superintendents of the Hali
fax Circuits. ^

“LO! IT IS SPRING.”

is

As in human friendships, so in the 
circling seasons—

“ Welcome ever -smiles,
And farewell goes out sighing. ”

Fierce as are its storms, and stern as 
is its aspect, even winter is not with 
put its charms.

Slül,—
x‘ Like a fashionable host,

That slightly shakes his parting guest by the
hand;

And with his arms out-stretched, as he would
fly.

Grasps-in'the comer;” 
so we hid adieu to winter1 and welcome 
its bright successor—

“ Spring, spring, beautiful spring.”
Now, communion with Nature 

one of the most ennobling exercises 
possible to the human mind. To cul 
tivatc a sense of kinship with the ani 
mate world around us ; to foster 
sympathyuwith the manifold works ol 
God ; and to cherish a subtle inter
course of spirit with these visible ob
jects, is. to discover a beauty and a 
harmony that purify and elevate the 
soul ; for, according to the old poet, 
Nicholas Mitchell,—

“ All that refines, sublimes humanity.
And yet how little is this matter 
thought of. Who ever thinks of com
muning with Nature ? A few whose 
bent of mind or profession in life, in
clines them in that direction, study 
some marvellous forms of natural 
phenomena, for purposes of science ; 
a few more cultivate a familiarity with 
the beauties ot Nature as a pleasure- 
able pastime or as an attractive ac
complishment ; but how seldom are 
they studied as a means of devout edi
fication. Many justify such neglect by 
pleading a want of capacity ; others 
again plead a want of leisure ; but 
docs not the real truth lie in this : 
that the spirit of the age is unfavour
able to such an exercise ? The age 
we live in, perhaps beyond any pre
ceding age, is stern, matter-of-fact, 
utilitarian, and pre-eminently practi
cal ; and in so far as this spirit pre
vails, it is a material age. Everything 
is made to bend towards this point. Is 
it not so in science; in-philosophy, in 
politics and in commerce ? Where, 
then, is there room for communion 
with Nature ? And how much is lost 
in consequence ? The spheres mur
mur their music in vain. The woods 
arc vocal w'ith minstrelsy for nought. 
The fields unfold their beauties to no 
effect. The mind has no perception 
of “ the light and beanty that dwell 
in nature.” And thus it is that—

“ The world's great altar-stairs,
That slope through darkness up to God,”

resound but rarely with the echoing 
footsteps of meditative thoughts, as
cending and-descending, like the an
gels upon Jacob’s ladder, in missions 
of Holy activity.

The return of Spring calls us to 
converse with Nature, that we may 
catch its spirit, and learn its lessons, 
and make it a shrine upon which we 
may offer the devotion of the mind 
that can look “ from Nature up to 
Nature’s God.” “ Lo! it is spring.” 
The fields are putting on their gay at
tire. Mayflowers have opened their 
blossoms and are shedding forth their 
sweetness. Surely these floral antici
pations of Summer have something to 
say to us, if only one had ears to hear.
If summer fruits\speak to us of the 
rich resources of Providence and of 
the goodness that dispenses them : if 
autumn leaves remind us of fading, 
uncertain life ; and if desolate winter 
prefigures death, it is only reasonable 
that spring, with its lightsome step 
and ruddy face, should have its lessons 
too.

there not the religion of flowers? Poet
ry has been defined by Wilmct as, 
u The natural religion of literature 
and are not flowers just as much the 
natural religion of the material world ? 
Their beauty is their virtue ; their 
fragrance is their incense, and their 
heliotropical tendency is the express
ion of their loyal attachment to the 
sun that gives them life. How they 
preach to us in their very looks and 
gestures! The snow-white lilst bids 
us wear “ the white flower of a blame
less life f and growing up as it does, 
not only in the retired nooks ef the 
valley, but also from amidst the ooze 
of the Nile, in virgin purity, untaint
ed by its deadly contagion ; so we are 
to maintain a spotlessness of charac
ter. notwithstanding the corruption 
that is in the world. The Ca.mec.lia 
which is so symmetrical, and yet ut
terly without fragrance, admonishes 
us to seek the power as well as the 
form of gedliness. And possessing 
this inward life, then we arc to illus
trate the modesty of virtue, and n ot 
be all show and shine, like the magno
lia orandiflora of North America, 
whose scarlet flowers seem to set the 
Hills on fire. The new-found Titanum, 
the colossal flowers of Sumatra, which 
has an average diameter of thirty-three 
inches, calls us to grandeur of moral 
character, while the elegant Acac ia. 
which grows tall and sends its roots 
deep in the soil, teaches a high ambi
tion together with a deep humility. 
And if the Mayflower stands at the 
portal of summer to call our youth to 
an early consecration of themselves to 
God, the Cerevs. which flowers la te, 
is equally eloquent in its appeals to 
the fruitfulness of age. And so of all 
the bright array of floral life, each has 
its lesson and each is an image of 
some noble truth. Especially should 
wc emulate the heliotropism of flow
ers by yielding as ready a response to 
the truth and love of God, as the 
flowers yield to the sun.

Wc have onljr to add, as a finish to 
these moralizings, that such a use of 
spring cannot fail to refine and subli
mate the mind. It will give a colour 
to the character, just as the rose lends 
its hues to the face that looks upon it. 
And as we turn from the flowers of 
Nature to Him who is the “ Rose of 
Sharon,” we shall catch at once the 
aroma and reflections of His pure and 
noble mind.

Romanism insists upon eliminating 
one altogether, and dividing another 
into two, by way of supplying the 
complement.

Compromises are often troublesome. 
They are sere to be that when at
tempting to harmonize irreconcil
able elements. There are compro
mises of the crucible, which keep two 
antagonistic atoms in peace ; but 
they are always critical experiments. 
Your novice in chemical study is for
ever endangering health and disturb-

have trade relations in the Maritime 
Provinces understand too well. The 
Committee, therefore, were met by a 
grave difficulty. Every possible phase 
of that difficulty was discussed. Wis
dom there was in the Committee, em
bodying as it did some of the princi
pal business ministers and laymen of 
our church ; and it was all needed, 
and all taxed to the utmost.

Certain conclusions forced them
selves upon the minds of these breth
ren. Every contingency had been

ing domestic comfort, by bringing op- : outlined in the debates of last June, 
posite ingredients into contact. So- when, both in Committee and in the 
cial compromises, linking together joint conference at Sack ville, the 
principles opposite as the poles, can- . future interests of the Book Room 
not be free from occasional rupture, were under consideration. -, The past, 
When Roman Catholic schools were with the probable and possible future, 
admitted as part of the general public were before them. With time to deli- 
economy of education in Halifax, to berate, b}’ repeated votes, all of which 
be sustained out of the common fund, meant the same purpose, it was re- 
all semblance of a Free School system j solved to appoint two principal offi- 
ceased at once. Methods, and books, cers. That decision guided the Gen- 
and teachers, distinctively Roman oral Conference to a similar conclusion. 
Catholic, became from that moment Elections followed, by which two 
an established feature of a certain brethren were authorized to contcm- 
propurtion of the Halifax public cdu- plate the responsibilities of office at 
cation. To prevent this if possible— the end of the ecclesiastical year, 
at least to preserve the system from 
excessive imposition, it has 
necessary for religious papers 
guardians to speak very plainly. The

been
and

These having formallyannounced their 
acceptance of the trust, there remain
ed but a single consistent duty—that 
of providing for them. To keep them

secular papers have helped at inter- both free from-all extraneous obligu- 
vals. Much had been gained in these , tions, that their undivided attention

OBJECTING TO THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS.

Readers of the daily papers have 
seen bald allusions to a discussion 
which enlivened the proceedings of the 
Halifax School Board one day last 
week. To us it had a denominational 
interest. On the surface of the pub
lic reports there were the simple facts 
that negotiations bad been pending 
for the use of the Cobourg St. Metho
dist Church, as a public school-room ; 
that a commissioner had objected to 
religious prints or mottoes on the 
walls ; and that certain remarks fol
lowed bearing upon religious pictures 
and images, as well as religious in
struction associated with other schools 
supported by the Board. We were 
curious to learn what prints on the

controversies. One after another, 
glaringinconsistcncics had been check
ed. It was still believed that liberties 
were taken with school management 
to the extent of exhibiting images and 
even ihtroducing religious ceremonies, 
where Roman Catholic teachers bad 
full control. This was to be expected, 
perhaps, when appointments of teach
ers were left to both religious sections 
of the Board, each promising not to 
interfere with the other. But wo lit
tle imagined that the camel which 
thus obtruded with its nose, was so 
soon to insist upon having its entire 
body admitted, even if the unoffending 
occupant should find it necessary to 
walk ont of the house !

It was decided that Cobourg Street 
Church, jflue the Ten Commandments, 
was to be hired by the School Board 
at a specific rate of rental. So w-e have 
been saved from a social disgrace. 
More than this, in all probability we 
have been deprived of witnessing what 
might so easily have ensued—a fair, 
manly, public interposition, which 
would have ended in placing Halifax 
on a level with other communities in 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
Why this anomaly should exist for 
generation, which gives the agents or 
students of Romanism the power to 
dictate terms of educational manage
ment to an entire Protestant city, we 
cannot understand. With our views 
and feelings we could almost wish that 
one more indignity might be offered 
to our Protestant pride, if only it 
would result in securing for our chil
dren that perfect independence which 
their forefathers surely earned for 
them before Halifax was founded.

THE GENERAL BOOK COM
MITTEE.

The Eastern Section of the General 
Book Committee met, according to an- 

walls of this unpretending place of nouncemcnt, on Thursday, 1st instant.
worship were so questionable as to of
fend the eye of a guardian of our pub
lic education. There had been, we 
wore aware, active agencies in that 
neighborhood in the direction of Tern

it is generally known that much anx
iety had been superinduced by circum
stances arising from the serious de
pression in trade, affecting the inter
ests of the Book Room to an extent bc-

Flowere are a study in themselves. 
Who has not heard of the poetry of 
flowers, and the language of flowers, 
And Longfellow would seem to refer 
to the astronomy of flowers, when he 
calls them—

l “ ®*ar*» ***** 1* earth's firmament do shine.” 
But, what ia even more than these, is

perance. Was it possible that one of yondall anticipation. With a decline in 
these bodies had left its emblematic sales, as well as in the other depart- 
pictures in a prominent part of the ments of the business, it became a 
building ? A promising Sabbath question of no little perplexity what 
School is a good feature of the opera- was to be done. The year’s operations, 
tions conducted through the Cobourg in marked exception to those of the 
St. mission agency. Had it adopted i quadrpnnium recently closed, were ad- 
any doubtful motto ? The mystery monitbry of caution. Especially was 
was soon solved. The obnoxious print this the case in view of peculiar con- 
was that of the Ten Commandments I | ditions which seemed to point in the

and energies might be given to official 
wrork, it was necessary that the Con
cern, and that alone, should pay them. 
A resolution to this effect was adopted.

On the general subject thus far pre
sented, wc have, personally, no opin
ion to offer. Our readers were inform
ed at the time of our reasons for 
opposing the division of offices. Those 
reasons, as yet unchanged, were based 
upon what we regarded as an intelli
gent acquaintance with the Book 
Room, and the conditions by which it 
was nurtured. But from the moment 
when a clear majority decided in favor 
of two salaried officers, we have con 
scientiously endeavoured to carry out 

I the. intentions of our brethren. In the 
decline of business this year, nothing 
has happened boyond what wo pre
dicted at its commencement ; and the 
sales or profits of a single year may 
or may not be a criterion under any 
circumstances. With the actual con
dition of things now before us, wc 
may, however—indeed wc must—give 
expression to one or two very empha
tic utterances :—

Our brethren elect need all the 
strength of the church, if their posi
tion is to become one of security, say
ing nothing of the great prosperity of 
the Concern, for which we all hope 
through this arrangement. Much will 
be exported of them. They both have 
special reputation. They arc free 
from the complications and perplexi
ties which hitherto have made the 
combined offices so laborious and bur
densome. Contemplating—as we be
lieve this plan fully does—the reten
tion of the full staff of assistance in 
the Book department, wc may natur
ally look for a very largo increase of 
prosperity in every branch of the busi
ness. It will be seen at a glance that 
success ft absolutely necessary if the 
Concern is even to hold its existence. 
Therefore—but need, wo express con
clusions ? As a matter of honour, 
leaving loyalty out of the question, 
those who voted for this experiment 
ought to afford very active, perse
vering, conscientious co-operation in 
its support.

large proportion of cases, it n incorrect 
A modem acquaintance with maritime
thodism will readily suggest not a 
workers in the vineyard, who for geVe^ 
consecutive triennial terms have labom^i 
on Mission Stations, and on the oth 
hand, several, though m4 less 
ous, who have similarly held what are 
considered first class appointments. c<® 
ceruing causer which lead to this it is ^ 
our business to inquire.

What then can be done to remedy th 
evil complained of? What have oth« 
denominations done ; what are they now 
doing? Four hundred and seventy foq, 
ministers and professors lett the Scottish 
Establishment in 1843, and formed tie 
Free Church of that country. Says one of 
its own divines : “ The Free Church had 
obviously a very hard work to acco®. 
plish. It these ministers were to be re- 
tained in the office and in the service ot 
the church at home, it was necessary to 
make provision for their maintenance. 
Some steps had been taken towards this 
previous to the meeting ol jhc Assembly, 
and a fchernc had been matured and 
adopted for securing even to the poorest 
congregations the benefits of a Gospel 
ministry. It was arranged that all the 
contributions which might be given for 
the maintenance ot the ministry should be 
put into one common land, out ot which 
an equal pay me., t should be made to each 
minister of the Free Church. This has 
been called the Sustentation Fund, and it 
constitutes the chief means of 
which the ministers of the

support 
Free Church 

enjoy. Each congregatiou is called upon 
to contribute to this Fund what its mem- 
bers may be able or willing to bestow; 
and at the end of every yesfr an equal dis
tribution of it is made among the minis
ters of the church. During the first year 
it yielded £100 to each minister, and since 
that period it has afforded to them an 
average stipend somewhat exceeding 
£120. This does not represent the whole 
income enjoyed by all ministers of the 
Free Church. A considerable number ot 
them receive directly from their congre
gations a supplemental sum, which, ac
cording to a law of the General Assembly 
is appropriated to them out ol the ordin
ary church-door collections.” And again : 
“ The Free Church, mainly through the 
device of her Sustentation Fund, has been 
enabled to spread her ministrations over 
the whole kingdom. She has not merely 
occupied the cities and populous villages, 
but has penetrated into the most remote 
rural parishes. . . . God has
everywhere honored her testimony, and 
is making it an instrument in reviv ing 
the cause of religious truth and liberty 
over the earth.” (Paper by Rev. W. 

Nvilson.)
Without making comment on the above, 

we hope, Mr. Editor, “by your leave,” to 
conclude in our next with a reference to 
the mode of ministerial support in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connexion of Great 
Britain. Juxta.

JUDGE MARSHALL ON 
RESURRECTION.

THE

A commissioner had demanded that i 
should be removed ; another commis
sioner positively declared that it 
should not. A compromise was sug
gested ;—the Romish version of the 
Ten Commandments might be sus-

direction of exceptional difficulties 
confronting the book trade, particu
larly our own. During four years 
previous to 1878, while business firms 
were tottering and felling, the Book 
Room went on increasing its volume

pended beside it. This was s spark ! of trade, until the sales went up from
Pmvtan m*g“ine’ aod k ox* $6,000 to $18,000. Ai length the gen- 

ploded. There was but one version of eral stagnation began to affeet even 
h® ,Ten Commandment., it was as-1 this concern. Ones January 1878,

8er^Jld?vla?t,0n’.°f coaree’ my there has been a gradual decline in 
\ y h»tonc fact that Pro- sales, consequent upon several com
es n ism a one holds the Ten, while j mercial disadvantages which all who

CORRESPONDENCE.

Mb. Editor,—A short time since we 
offered a few remarks bearing upon the 
connexions! principle, particularly as it 
affects some parts of, our financial econo
my. To say the least, it <s by no means 
certain what length of time may yet elapse 
before the Missionary Society is in a posi
tion to equalize the salaries on the Mis
sionary Stations, bringing all up to a 
minimnm of $660. Meantime some mea
sure can surely be devised, and ought at 
once to be put into execution to perman
ently arrest the shrinking tendency of 
ministerial remuneration so painfully ap
parent during the past few years. Some
times it is affirmed (by way of compensa
tion for inequality in salary) that the re
volutions of the itinerant wheel will even
tually bring up those that are new at the 
bottom, and vice vena. Certainly this 
both sounds and looks well. Potentially 
it is correct. In point of feel, and in »

Dear Sir,—In a pamphlet which I late
ly published, one oi the religious subjects 
therein discussed and explained, treats ol 
the facts and events of the first resurrec
tion, mentioned in chap. 20 of the sublime 
Book of Revelation. Since that publica
tion. I have been reading the celebrated 
work on the Scripture prophecies gener
ally, by Dr. Thomas Newton, a Bishop in 
the English Established Church ; and I 
am much gratified at finding my views 
and explanations in the pamphlet con
cerning the Resurrection, agree with 
those on the subject contained in that 
standard work by the learn^l and eminent 
Bishop.

As this subject is now engaging consi
derable attention in religions circles, and 
as it is probable there are but few among 
our Christian laity who possess, or have 
read, the Bishop’s work, I will here, with 
your permission, give some of the most 
material passages of it, concerning that 
first resurrection ;

They commence in page 660 of his 
book, where he refers to chapter 20 of 
“ Revelation,” in which is first mentioned 
the binding and confinement of Satan in 
the “ bottomless pit," for a thousand 
years; and then the Bishop cites these 
words from verse 4 to 7 of the chapter :— 
“ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgement was given onto 
them ; and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God ; and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years, verse 6. Bat the rest of 
the dead lived not again, until the thou
sand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection; on such the second death 
hath no power; but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years."

The Bishop then, ia discussing the sub
ject, makes the following striking end

most material 
tions:—" Wickedij 
the reign ot right! 
the administration 
is given to the said 
anil the martyrs an 
not only those whol 
suffered any kind 
heathen emperors J 
fused to comply "I 
Ship “ of the beast | 
raised trom the de 
pal share in the fel 
dom upon earth, 
lived not again ul 
were finished,’ so F 
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the punishment off
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As to its being | 
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it, without the gr 
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said, that some
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lived not again, 
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