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else many thieves, whoremongers, dfunkards,
fornieators, and murderers, are mambers of
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frost-work. How beautiful ! we often say of them.
But their beauty is our bindrance, we wipe it
off when we want to see beyond.

Be covetous of simplicity in thought, in"oﬂh,
in expression by voice, and in expression by
aim at likeness to that perfectly trans-

manner, ‘
-glass. It is the highest attain-

parent window

ment of language. :
speech or sermon that will make the sudience

think of him and praise him. Itis aa unspeak-
ably more difficult, and eminent attainment, 80
to hide one's sell in the perfect significance end
adaptation of what we say, that no lbo'ngh: shall
stop at us, but all shall pass by us, as if we were
not, and shall see nothing between ourselves and
the object we present. Colored glass of the
most beautiful tints is an old manufacture. Bat
can you see’ through it? The ‘lplcndid plate-
glass now so common, lendid in ita tr .
ency, is of modern art. The former flourished
at its height of beauty when the art of glass
making was rude. The latter is the product cf
that art in its highest cultivation,
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Annual Meeting of the Bible
Society.

The fifty-first meeting of the Nova Scotis
Auxiliary Bible Society was held ia the Temper-
ance Hall on Tuesday evening, the 12th inst.
Though the evening was unfavoursble, the at-
tendance was unusually -large. The chair was
occupied by the Rev. Mr. Uniacke, the President
of the Society. An abstract of the Report was
resd by the Secretary, the Hon. 8. L. Shannon.
As this excellent paper furnishing, in o brief
form, an account of the operations of the Society,
and containing facts and incidents of thrilling in-
terest to every friend of the Bible, will shorly

- be published in the form of an sppendix to the
yearly report, we bespeak forita careful perusal.

The principal speaker at this Anniversary was
the Rev. Mr. Gill, who was present as a deputa-
tion from the P arent society. The Rev. ‘ﬂ:tk-

Lan alenade snant aovewa! manthe in -
erica, havir'rg v’;siz-d U’pper Canads as s part of
his mission. More recently he has travelled
thrcugh a considerable part of this Provioee,
both east and west, for the purpose of attending
meetings of the Branch Societies. He was cor-
dially received by the meeting, and his address,
nearly two hours in Jength, was listened to with
unzbated interest. Referring to his tour through
Nova Scotis, he said that, as a stranger, they
would naturally desire to know what he thought
of their country. The beauty and richness of
the scepery through which be had passed, noble
rivers, cuitivated fields, smiling orcbards, and
thriving eettlements ; the general intelligence of
the people, and the wide diffusion of religious
feeling ; the regard for the Bible, and the interest
generally manifested in its circulstion, were in
advance of his anticipations. The people of Eng-

Jand were far from having correct notions of the
extent and prosperous condition of British Am-
erica.

He would not make a speech about the Bible,
that could be done by other gentlemen present ;
but would endeavour to supply information of
the operations of the Society. Their creed was
simple : —The Bible is the word of God. It is
not obeclete or unsuited to the robust intellect
of the present age. It is sufficient in iteelf. The
word is complete, the vision sealed, and the days
of miracles ended. We needed no sddition. Let
us love the Book! Their British organization
was much the same as in this country. They had
their Auxiliaries, Branch Societies, and Ladies’
Associations. In common with other objects of
philanthropic and benevolent character, they
were most largely indebted to the christian
ladies of England—they were the mainstay of

the Society,

He would place before them some facts and

figures. With the exception of the Jubilee, the
income of the present year had been in excess of
any former one. Thetotal amount, however, in-
cluded purchase monies as well as contributions.
The subscriptions would not exceed £90,000,—
not a very large sum, considering the objects
contemplated, and the united efforts of churches
in every land, and christians of every name. The
expenditure of the first year of the Society’s ex-
istence was only £600, but the last year it had
been £151,000. Fifty years ago there were
some fifty translations of the Bible in all the
world; now there were translations into one
hundred and sixty-four languages. During the
first ten years 987,000 copies had been disposed
of—in the last ten the circulation had exceeded
17 millions of copies. The last year over 2}
millions of copies had been published and circu-
lated. The stieam of Truth, asin the vision of
holy water, had risen smazingly, up ™ to the
enkles, up to the kuees, up to the loins, and
then overflowing its banks, a river that could
not be passed over, sending its streams into the
desert, making it as the garden of the Lord, in-
to the Dead Sea,healing its impure and stagnant
waters, and making everything to live whitherso-
ever it came.

Y Through the instrumentality of this Bociety

" more than 45 millions of copies of the word of

God had been put into circulation. Asin the
case of the Architect of St. Paul's Cathedral the
monument was around you. Could the Bible
Bociety by any possibility become defunct, were
its noble eflurts to cease, its agents recalleJ, and
its vast machinery broken up, still its achieve-
ments were imperishable, and it has reared for
itsell a monument more magnificent than the
grandest pile of architecture, loftier than pyra-
wids, and more enduring than brass or marble.
Of their Home-agencies one of the most effec-
tive was that for employing bible-women in the
destitute portions of their large cities. Two
hundred and five of these women were at pre-
sent employed in the metropolis ; and during
the last year had sold 9,585 copies of the Serip-
tures. The principle recognised in this compa-
ratively new agency was most important. To be-
nefit the world you must come into contact with
the world. Miss Ophelia could teach, but could
not touch mischicvous little Tepsy. It is easy
to sympathize the world in the draw-
ing room ; but sucn sympathy costs little, and
it is worthless. 1he vible-women go into the
lanes and allevs into the gurrets and cellars, and
are brought into contact with sin snd sorrow,
want and woe in all their varied forms, and their
mission had not been in vain. From the most
wretched haunts of vice and wickedness, and
“from the most desolate abodes of poverty, they
had gathered some of the loveliest specimens
ot humanity. Much good bad also been done
in the port of London. Looking along the
river, where the ships lie crowded together, and
their tall masts are thick as the forest trees,
you might see the Colporteur's boat, with a
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supply of bibles passing from vesssl to vnnL‘

Many & man éan make w9

foupd notes and coins representing every kind
of continenta! money. ‘>

The Bible Society had very largely assisted
the severa! missionary inetitutions, & good pro-
portion of the versions of the sacred scriptures
published in the languages of beathen tribes,
and disseminated by the missionaries of the
different churches in_their distant spheres of
Jabour, kad been translated by the Society’s
agents, and printed at the Society’s presses.
On this ground they could claim the continued
support and constant co-operation of ail denom-
inations of christians. He would recommend
them to read the reports. Do not throw them
aside into the waste paper-bag. Rowland Hill
had said that the safest place for a £5 note, that
you wished to conceal, was between the leaves
of a repert: yet no page of church history con-
tained such marvelous facts or coald supply such
‘rich and abundant material tor thought. If
these clergymen on the platform were at a loss
for subject-matter for their sermons let them
study the reports. There was still much of ig-
norance in reference to the claims of the Bible,
and the operations in which they were engaged.
We were in danger of taking too much for
granted on this point! * There was need of
unabated effort in thie &dvocacy of this great
cause. !

In various fields of effort, the agents of the
Society were labouring with good success. A
Colporteur in Paris, requested a well dressed
lady to purchase one of his Bibles, she looked at
his books, admired them, and would have cheer-
fully purchased ; but had several copies at home.
That lady was the Empreas of the French. In
a popish village in France the priest objected to
hie people receiving Bibles, lest reading for

so narrowed in their views of their great calling,
that i & modern Methedist preacher were to ]
issue a scientific work in five voldmés, he would
be almost in danger of suspension—most cer- |

neglecting his proper work. And yet of whom
could it be said more eppbaticslly then/ of Jobn
Wesley, that he lived for the one great ob-
ject of winning souls; snd of spreading scriptural
holiness through the land.

The National Associstion for the promotion
of Bocial Science is one of the new upgrowths
of the last few years. Its annusl meeting is now
being beld in the ancient city of York. The
hospitality of tbat venerable and noble old city
—a place of importance in the days of the Apos-
tles, and the birth-place of Constantine the Great
—has been most amp'y extended toward the
visitors, The grand Catbedral, the finest in
England, was illuminated with gas in honour of
the oceasion, and presented a spectacle of gor-
geous magnificence. The proceediogs of this
Association are a good deal laughed at. Itis a
Society which reviews all copceivable subjects in
jurisprudence, politics, commerce, education,
banking, building, domestic economy, foreign
relations, and whatever else, without the power
of settling anything. It is a great talking ma-
chine. Yet some of the talk has been interesting
enough, though the Archbishop of York preached
an objectionable sermon st the opening of the

i He ded that the advancement
of social reform was a8 necessary preliminary of
theChristian teacher’s success. Alas for our blind
guides set up in high places! You might as
weil argue that the restorstion of a patient’s tone
of constitution was s Decessary preliminary of
the physician’s success. The venerable and mar-

|} President, Lord Brougham, made tbe

themselves they might come to dispute his au-
thority as a teacher of Truth. But, said the
Colporteur, that was just the case with St. Paul.
He was onee preaching to the Bereans, and they
were not satisfied to listen merely, but searched
the seriptures dsily to see if those things were
s0, and Paul commended them for so doing.
% Then,” said the priest, * if that was the case
with St. Paul, you can sell the books.” In
Austria and Turkey the truth was being
gradually emancipated. In Italy they shew
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was enough of spiritual darkness in that beau-
tifel land ; but it would be broken; for standing
by their stalls, disposing of copies of the word
of God, were men crying, la luce, la luce,—the
light ! the light! In China their ageats
were at work. Then look at India. Why has
that mighty continent with numerous races, and
teeming millions of people, been brought beneath
the sway of our own Queen? Do we not recog-
nise in this an over-ruling Providence, opening
up that land to British Bibles and to christian
missionaries. Give them the Bible.

In Polynesia they bad been cheered by suc-
cess. Polynesia was of deep interest to him,
for two of his brothers bad laboured on that
field ; and it was of deep interest to the chris-
tians of this province for there 8 Nova Scotian
Missionary, the lamented Gordon had fallen at
his post—a missionary martyr.

In support of this honoured cause he could
mention instances of unetinted liberality. A
lady who had never given her name, had called
repeatedly at the Bible House, with ber con-
tributions. These at different times, larger or
smaller, had amounted to more than £10,000.
One morning two letters had been received the
one containing a subseription of £1,000, the oth-
er a subseription of one shiliing. Of the last 4d,
waas for China, 4d. for India, and 4d. for the Jewe.
It was all the donor possessed, and it was given
freely. Such gifts however small were precious,
of such it might be said, they had done what
they could. Had we all done as much as we
ought in support of Bible circulation ?

Mr. Gill was followed by ex-Mayor Hill who
spoke briefly. The collection was taken up, a
bymn sung,and as it was then nearly ten o’clock,
the other speakers deemed it most prudent sim-
ply to move and second their resolutions, reserv-
ing their speeches for another occasion.
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From our English Correspondent.
The Day of Fasting and Prayer— Increase of
DBritish Methodism—Life of Keysell—The
Social Science (ongress— Frincess of Wales
in Demmark—Mr. Spurgeon’s ncw position—

Bishop Thomsen.

The day on which I write has been set apart
by the order of the British Conference as a day
of special fasting, humiliation and prayer on ac-
count of the present state of the Connexion.
Viewed in one aspect of the case it is singular
that such an appointment should have been made
in sach a time of peace and prosperity. In every
financial and economical depsrtment, in the
erection of spacions and beautiful sanctuaries, in
clearing off old debts, in improving the provision
for the miuisters, in breaking up new ground
among the neglected poor of our great towns and
cities—in all these different ways Methodism
has advanced during the past ten years with ra-
pid strides. Nor has the advancement been con-
fined to a mere increase of the machinery and
improvement of the finances. The ingathering
of souls, a8 is shown in a leader in this day’s Re-
corder, will bear comparison with the most fruit-
ful periods in our church’s history. It will at first
perhaps scarcely be credited,after all that we have
heard of the prodigious successes of our fore-
fathers, that during the ten years just past more
than twice as many souls have been added to
our Society in Great Britain as were added dur-
ing-the most prosperous ten years in the life-
time of John Wesley. The decrease on the year
is 36, but this follows upon a eontinuous increase
in the previous nine years amounting to no less
than 635,500,

Yet this day of prayer will be observed with
more than usual fervency and solemnity. Some
of the September District meetings were Limes
of unusual blessedness. It was particularly so
in regard to the London district, where a day
was specially set apart for prayer and spiritual
conversation. It wasa time not to be forgotten,
though the utterancés of the ministers were not
of a kind to be reproduced in print, being of the
good old love-feast type. Perhaps the spiritual
state and prospects of the connection were never
more encouraging than at the present moment,

A volume bas this week issued from the
Methodist press which deserves to be read every-
where. Itis the life of Thomas Owen Keysell,
by Thomas McCullagh. Mr. Keysell was a
preacher of mighty power, a wiurer of souls, a
reprover of sin, a thorough original in every
respect. His biographer was bis colleague for
three years in a London Circuit. The book is
written with equal taste and judgment, and de-
serves to be placed on the same shelf with the
lives of William Bramwell, David Stoner, and
John Smith. Speaking of books, one of our
ministers, Mr. Locke, has lately published =
large ‘volume entitled * a System of Thealogy,
which has in a short time passed through two or
shree editions,—and seems 10 be steadily grow.

-

only decidedly religious allusion of which we
have heard throughout the entire proceedings,
when he touchingly referred to the comfort which
his aged friend Lord Lyndhurst had derived in
his Jast days from the reading of the Bible, and
the consolations of the Gospel.

The visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales
to Denmark has passed off better than was ex-
pected. The poor Princess suffered dreadfully
from sea sickness in her passage across, s0 much

coming home. It was feared that they would
receive nothing more than a ** silent welcome
in Denmark, but the event has proved otherwise.
The Princess is a favourite, almost an idol, in
her own country. No doubt bher heart is still
amongst the simple people of her girlhood. Itis
said that she is utterly weary of the fatiguing
grandeur of the English Court. And no won-
der. The Piince is graduaily developing an ex-
cellent tact, and knowledge of the world. It is
said that his wife keeps bim firmly up to his
duties of all kinds, . His is probably one of those
natures which require just such control and guid-
ance as a judicious, firm, sprightly, and loving
wife can bestos. The Queen seems almost en-
tirely gone out of public view. She sppeared
upon the scene for a few days some weeks ago,
but retirement appears to be her delight, and the
expectation is now given up that she will ever
sppear prominently in public again.

Mr. Spurgeon has raised an unparalleled bub-
bub about the question of baptism, and more
especially the sincerity of the evangelical clergy
in professing adherence to the formularies of the
Church of England. No less than 45 replies to
bim have already app Last 8 y moro-
be made another tremendous attack upon the
Church. Taking as a motto “ Thus saith the
Lord,” he proceeded to & merciless criticism of
the Canons and Rubries of the Church of Eng-
land, as tested by Scripture. Mr. Spurgeon has
now unmistakeably got the ear of the country.
Though only about 30 yearsof age, he is beyond
question the foremost man in the ranks of Eog-
lish dissent. Yet he is no party leader. 1lle is
thoroughly independent, pursuing hie own course
and asking no one to follow him as a partizan.
All the small criticism upon his jokes, vulgarities,
and odd expressions bas now passed away, and
he has established himself as a real power in
this country. It is quite an umexpeeted thing
that he should turn controversialist, but hitherto
he has managed matters with such skill and force
as dreadfully to discomfit bis antagonists. The
High Church party, who hate Evangelieal doc-
trine, especially in their own 'Church, sre with
Mr. Spurgeon to a certain extent. Of course
they disagree with him when he denounces the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration. Baut they
thoroughly agree with him when he maintains
that baptismal regeneration is the doctrine of
the Kstablished Church, and that a minister of
that church who teaches opposite dootrine is
faithless to his ordination vows.

The light of our elognent friend Mr. Punshon
will no doubt shine briliiantly in the West of
England, but it seems a pity that he has been
removed from London. In Wesleyan affairs
there is nothing particular going on beyond what
has been mentioned. Mr. Clulow, the minister
set apart by the last Conference to visit and re-
port on Sunday Schools, has hardly as yet begun
his work. He has a delicate duty to discharge,
but no man in the Connexion possesses more
caution and judgment.

We bave bad a Methodist Bishop passing
through London and preaching to a very large
congregation in Lambeth Chapel. The bodily
presence of Bishop Thomson, like that of St.
Paul, is weak, but he appears & man of consi-
derable intellectual power. His sermon was
addressed exclusively to the intellect, whereas
Eoglish people like sermons addressed to the
hesrt. An elaborate essay in the pulpit, how-
ever able, may be adapted to the taste and wants
of American congregations, but in this old coun-
try we love plain, direct, and beart-moving
speech. Ww.

London, Sept. 30, 1864,
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Fredericton Correspondence.

THE EXHIBITION,

DEAR S1R —In accordance with your request,
I proceed to write you something concerning the
Exhibition now open, which for monthe has been
looked forward to with so much interest by the
inhabitants of this Province. To go in the beat-
en track of * our ows"” Correspondents, would
be 10 ask the ** dear reader” to accompany me
from the wharf at Indiantown to the celestial
city, take him through the building, and leave
him agaig at Indiantown.' I take the liberty of
doing otherwise, for what reader of your paper
wisbes to hear again the oft-told description of
the scenery of our noble river, whose beauty is
celebrated world wide, and whose broad calm
bosom, flecked with the sails of boats, and ruffi-
u‘i by the passing steamer, reflects the rolling
hills avd primeval forests, that now toached by
the cold finger of Autumn, flash with amber and
80ld, along whose banks are cottages half smoth.-
ered in foliage, harvested fields robed in the
sered and fatled tints of Oclober; and sbove all

~—boter s all—s * spises whoe slnt fog-

tainly he would incur official s‘dmoniﬁon-'—fm?

50 as 10 cause ber 10 feel o mervous dread of

And truly there is, for here is the building
erected at 8 great expense, in itself a noble speci-
men of modified Corinthian architeetuse, rivalling
in appearance the most beautiful erections of the
Provinices. Its turrets surmounted by flagstafl,
from which floats th> flag that waves so potently
us'to bresk the bondeman’s chains, its images
representing Peace, Liberty, Commerce ; fine arts
keeping watch over the doors, and the immense
surface of crystal that reflects the sunbeams, pro-
duce an impression of the magnitude of the work,
that is deepened ss he enters, till standing under
the beautifal dome, be feels his patriotic pride
burst into a flame. No wonder New Bruns-
wickers are proud of their country at s time like
this, for in that building, itself so eminent an
exponent of the resources of the country, sre
gathered articles of every description : machin-
ery and models, churns and cheese, butter and
beets, seeds and cﬂinglu, harness and handsaws,
potatoes and pitch-forks, fish and fire-engines,
painting and pottery, and indeed every depart-
ment of industry was as well represented os
could be in British Americs; for heré the iron
and wood, touched by the hand of Anglo Baxon
industry, take a form of usefulness and beauty.
Agriculture sent her fruits of the most tempting
appearance ; vegetables of every kind, marvell-
ous in, size; immense oxen, sheep, pigs, and
poultry ; and the Fine Arts presented such a
display of penciling, painting, drawing, crayon-
ing, wool work, hair and shell work, bracelets,
and matters particularly attractive to the ladies,
that more than one application was made for a
special policeman to regulate the living stream
of curious humanity that surged around the Ce-
partment.

In the neighbourhood of the building were
sheas occupied by showmen, who * for the small
sum of five cents” allowed an sppreciative public
to look at any city :n Americs, or follow in pano-
rama the American war to- the present time.
Would-be Asters might try their skill in Archery,
and take their chance of winning a valuable prise.

My letter is already too long. To the thought-

such scenes as this, which would be interestirg
to your readers. There is something suggestive
in all this fierce competition for priges, this ex-
cited scramble for notoriety. Would that the
greater ond better prize were more earmestly
sought. Or even in the view of so great & mul-
titude of people there is matter for thought, not
only in what Xerxes wept for, in view of his
great army, but also for reasons that affected one
greater than he, who, when He saw s great mul-
titude, wept over them.

Was the Exhibition a success P is a question
that it is difficult to answer. 1f the great object
is to show the people of a country, what its re-
sources are, to create a generous rivalry in trade,
and a spirited competition in agriculture, then it
was a success ; for there is no doubt, that many
went there, who came away astonished at the
amazing variety of productions, the magnificence
of the articles shewn, and the elastic emergy
which in a country of so small population, can
get such a show of manufactures. But in a moral
view, the Exhibition was not a success ; surely
temptation is rife enough, when kept down by
all lawful mesns; but when the good of such a
display is neutralized by such fungus growths as
borse-racing and balls, every person jealous for
the honor of the cause of Christ, and the ad-
vancement of religion, must feel that it is unjust
to prostitute public money to such immoral use.
It is painful to have to write any thing agsinst
the managers, but my duty as your correspondent
compels me to mention the fact that hundreds of
dollars were made in liquor licenses and rents for
booths to sell liquors—thus putting temptation
in the way of honest, industrious and moral folk.
It has pleased an overruling Providence to permit
the Exhibition to pass off without serious acci-
dent. The particulars of the Anna Augusta col-
lision are familiar to your readers; the sudden
shock, the shrieks of women, and rush of men
mad for life, the darkness, the fear and tremb-
ling, all are past in safety. Thanks be to God.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.
Spurgeon on Baptismal Regenera-
tion.

A LETTER TO A FRIEND,

My DeAR Broruer,—Your letter is to band.
In compliance with yonr request I will endea-
vour to give you my opinion in as plain and
brief a manner as possible. I must request, how-
ever, that anything I may say ia this letter shall
not be regarded as intended to offend your Bap-
tist feelings. You must be willing to receive as
well as give a candid opinion.

I have read, with considerable pain and disap-
pointment, the famous sermon on * Baptismal
Regeneration,” by Spurgeon. Passing over his
expressions of surprise at the rapid spread of
Roman Catholicism in England, it appears to
me that Spurgeon bas exposed himself instead
of the error of * Baptismal Regeneration.” I
very much question the religion of the man's
motive in taking up the subject at all. Had he
purposely made it a battery from which he might
direct his artillery against a class of men as con-
scientious in their belief, and as bonest in their
profession, as Mr. Spurgeon is, he could scarce-
ly have made a more despicable use of a religi
subject. It may be, however, that Mr. Spur-
geon does not understand the subject of ** Bap-
tismal Regeneration” as believed and taught in
the Church of England. So far as I can under-
stand him in his sermon, such would be my
charitable conclusion. For imstance, the sum
and substance of his argument agaiost the doc-
trine of * Baptismal Regeneration,” may be pre-
sented thus :—* Many of those baptized in the
Church of England are found to be very bad
characters, and some of them, perchance, end
their days on the gallows ;—therefore Baptismal

persons baptized in the Church of England were
then and thereby really regeneratel, they could
not, and would not, be guilty of such base wick-
edoess and criminal offences as would make an
exit out of this world, by way of thc gallows, ne-
cessary as an expiation.” You would not argue
from the present condition of the human family
against the doctrine that “ God made man in
his own image and likeness.”

But, my dear brother, [ was much more sur-
prised at Spurgeon’s picture of the state of things
in the Baptist churches. You Baptists are noted
for your high pr ione as p ing & * purer
Gospel,” and the “ Divine faculty” of being sble
to distinguish & deliever from an unbeliever, and
as only weating & “ New Tranalation” of the
Bidble to eonvince the world in your own way
that every body but yourselves are ignorant of
the saving plan, Mr. Spurgeon, passing on to
the Baptists, asks: * Do we find—we who bap-
tize on profession of faith, snd baptize by im-
mersion ia a way which is /¢onfessed to be cor-
reet(?) . . do we who baptise in the name
of the Sacred Triaity, a» others do, do we find
that beptism Tegenerates, Weo donet , 0

ful mind there are other things suggested by

Chureh of England and the Baptist Church. If
s-me of Spargeon’s Baptists do pot “end their
days on the gallows, it will not be denied that
they merit such an exalted position in death. 1f
regenerale members of the Baptist churches can
thus degenerate and demean themselves 50 exe-
crably, why should it be thought strange that
persons baptized in infancy io the Church of
England should afterwards walk unworthy of
their high vocation? And why sbould this ran-
dom mode of stating things be regarded as con-
clusive evidence against the doctrine of Baptis-
mal Regeneration? Had Mr. Spurgeon set off
with the intention of preaching against Baptism
altogetber, or of making it appear as nothing in
the great system of salvaticn, he could neue.elg
have succeeded better. Taking a liberty wit
bis text which may be considered questionable
in any case, but permicious in him who occupies
the pulpit, Spurgeon says, * whether a man be
baptized or no, it (the fez!) asserts that he that
believeth not sball be damaed. You have only
to refer to the text to satisfy yourself that * not
believing snd being baptized,” have no such
conpection as to sustain such an assertion, of
course there was neither * equivoeation” nor
« ghoffling” about Mr. Spurgeon in saying so.
Other ministers may be guilty of many wrongs,
and for sake of worldly gain may be purposely
in error, but Mr. Bpurgeon is infallible, and, I
may add, inexorable. It is only on this admis-
sion, that I can understand bhim in reiling
against baptism, in relation to man's salvation
as something akin to a generation of vipers, and
recommends that, * it—Baptism—and sall other
ceremonies on which men may rest for salvation
be sbaken off as a venomous faith !!” You will
permit me to say well done Spurgeon. Would
it surprise you to find him seceding from the
Baptists ere long ?  There is no other people in
the world who make so much ado about baptism
as the Baptists. Affecting to depreciateitasa
religious sacrament, they deem i/ a matter so
ijmportant, a subject so fraught with religious
interests, so essential to their * purer gospel” as
to demand their separation from, and opposition
to all other churches, on that very ground; and
notwithstanding the “ venomous™ character of a
baptismal * faith,” on the part of others, Mr.
Spurgeon considers baptism necessary for the
Baptists, as s means whereby they may *fulfil
all righteousness.” He says, “ [ am bidden by
my Lord thus to fulfil all righteousness.” Can
you tell how to get the venom out of a faith
which bolds baplism essential to fulfll all
righ ? 1 confess I cannot reconcile the
man’s own words, any more than I can find
where *“Our Lord has bidden us thus to fulfil
all righteousness.” But I remember that you
Baptists, put a different interpretation on some
passages, to that given by the Peed> Baptists.
And the foregoing msy be regarded as a case in
illustration or pronf. In Mr. S8purgeon’s hands,
however, baptism grows into s command, and
must not therefore be regarded as a mere * cere-
mony.” He says, “ Baptism is commanded,
and Faith obeys because it is commanded,” this
is not & * pemomous” but sn obedient Faith.
Will you tell me where I shall find baptism in
the New Testamewt in the form of a command P
The worst part of the sermon, to my mind, is
that which you Baptists think the most scrip-
tural and, therefore, the best. In glaring con-
tradiction of his text Mr. Spurgeon selects a
candidste for Baplism, to whom the text bas no
spplication, on purpose to show that * the Bap-
tism in the text is one evidently connected with
faith,” and then proceeds to reason thus—* A
man who knows that he is saved by believing in
Christ does not, when he is baptized, lift his bap-
tism into a saving ordinance. In fact he is the
best protester against that mistake because he
holds that he has no right to be baptized until
be is saved.” Let me now remind you of what
1 promised in this letter to notice again as being
inconsistent and contradictory on the part of
Mr. Spurgeon. “ Do we fiad, we who baptise
on profession of faith,” . ¢ that baptism re-

peculiarly religious, so essentially divine in all its
provisions and designs, that it can be administer-
ed onty within certain limits. . Now if immetkien, |
or sprinkling, or pouring, be in themselves bap-

tism, it is possible to baptise cats and dogs and
other animals. But who would not deem it blas- |
phemy to speak of bapusing these? 1 do not |
say that water is unnecessary in baptism, but 1 i
mey be allowed to give it as my opinion that bap-
tism is not in the water—it is therefore simply

ridiculous, and I fear, s plsin perversion of &

very important and instructive portion of the

word of God, to spesk of being burfed with

Christ io baptism because a person bas been put

under the water for s moment. I may also call

your attention to such phases as, It strikes me,”’

* I must hold my opinion and out withfit,” * as

evincing a disposition to go in the way which is

right in his own eyes,” and which esanot be

conducive to an impartisl study of those Serip-

tures which are profitable for doctrine, &e.

1 hope you will not be offended with wy plain-

ness of speech in dealing with your favourite

Spurgeon. In compliance with your selicitation

I bave given you my opinion. 1 sinterely wish

the doctrine of baptism could meet with some

masterly exponent, who would put an end to all

controversy. Yours sfectionately.

October 9th, 1864,

Newfoundland Mission and its
Missionaries.

BY REV. WILLIAM WILSON,
No. 30.
To TnE EpiToR or THE Pro, WESLEYAN.

S1R,—1 herewith forward a few more articles
on Newfoundland, for insestion in your periodi-
cal ; and | beg to inform your readers, that the
absence of those articles from your columns for
some time past, has been oconsioned by my at-
tention having been given to the preparstion of
some chapters for the volume, which is contem-
plated to he issued on that subject.

The names of subscribers to the forthcoming
volume on “ Newfoundland and ‘its Mission-
aries,” can be sent to the Wesleyan Office or
given to our ministers on their respective Cir-
cuits.

WiLriax WiLsox.

Mill Town, N. B., Oct. 4, 1864,

EpucatioN.—The first movement to obtain a
Seminary of learning under Wesleyan influenee,
and for the benefit of the youth connected with
the Wesleyan Church in these lower Provinces,
was at the Nova Scotia District meeting, beld in
Windsor in the month of May 1828, when it
was unanimously resolved, to estsblish a Semin-
ary of learning under the auspices of the Wes-
leyan society, for the accommodstion of the
children of their numerous friends, in this and
the neighbouring Province,and a committee was
appointed to select & suitable place for the In-
stitution.

This Commiitee met at Halifax on the 2ist of
May following,(1829)and the circular on the sub-
ject reashed Newfoundiand early in the autumn.
From this circular we learn, that the committee
consisted of the Rev. Messsrs. Black, Croscombe
and Young, slso John A. Barry, and Jobn L.
Starr, Esqs., with Mesars, Martin G, Black, and
John Harvie as corresponding secretaries. The
Committee coutemplated the establishment of
an Institution that should be competent to im-
part a thorough classical education, and that at
a charge within the means of persons of moder-
ate income. But the site of this Academy was
soon an ineurmountsble difficulty; gentlemen
from Halifax, from Horton, Bridgetown, and
Ambherst, all claimed to bave it in their respec-
tive localities. Thus the ohject was frustrated
and the matter of 8 Wesleyan Seminary was
kept in abeyance ten years longer, until God
put it into the heart of the noble minded, and
sainted Charles F. Allison of Seckyille in the
Province of New Brunswick ; to give a large
portion of bis property to found an institution
exactly like that which bad been comtemplated
by the Nova Scotia preachers.

That excellent man ded four th d

generates ?” What meaning or consist
there in asking such questions, if only those * who
know that they are saved by believing in Christ”
are fit and proper subjects for baptism; and
then what s contradiction to teach that * no one
has any right to be baptised until he is saved,”
and yet baptise—if immersion in water be bap-
tism (?)—* on profession of faith.” If to be
baptized is & divine command, and we thus ful-
fil all righteousness * then I think Mr. Spurgeon,
i ionally of , lifts baptism into a sav-
ing ordinance” with a vengeance. I am bidden
by my Lord thus to fulfil all righteousness and
faith obeys because it is commanded.” Thus
baptism among the Baptists is made indisp

y is|p

is in the erection of an Academical Instita-
tion, which for convenience, for chasteness of
architecture, and beauty of situstios, is unsur-
passed by any similar Institutions in these Pro-
vinces ; and munificiently deeded the whole with
seven acres of land to trustees for ever, for
educational purposes.

As the Backville Institutions as now eo iden-
tified with the well working of Methodism in
these Provinees 'we shall be excused if we give
an account of them more in detail.

The Seckville Academy was properly s Cen-
tenary Gift, for it was presented in the year
1839. The following is & copy of the letter of

ble as a saving ordinance.” Without it you can-
not * fulfil all righteousness” nor evince in your
religious life, that  obedience is better than sa-
crifice.” At the risk of rendering you impatient
with my prosy comments, I must not omit say
ing that in my bumble opinion Mr. Spargeon
teaches a doctrine utterly at varisnce with bis
text, and with' every other part of the New
Testament. I hold him responsible for what be
endorses as the saying of another. The text
says * He thet believeth and is baptised shall be
saved, he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Now Mr, Spurgeon’s christian genius * Holds
that he has no right to be baptised until he ie
saved.” Does not ‘ saved’ come after believing
and baptism in the text? * He that believeth
and is baptised shall be saved.” Can any pas-
sage teach more plainly the necessity of baptism
s « means of being saved, as a certainty of it in.
fact than does this much abused text? It may
be, however, that St. Mark made s mistake.
This is possible, but Mr. Spurgeon’s prodigy

could not be mistaken, and Mr. Spurgeon in
taking sides with him is against St. Mark, and all

the New Testament, in this very important sub-

Regeneration is a falsehood.” In other words, if |ject- Perbaps the * pew translation of the Am-
erican Bible Union,” will make out that St. Mark

is in error, and that Mr. Spurgeon is right. As
you wish me to point out all I deem objectionable
in the sermon, I shall hastily notice, one or two
things. Mr. Spurgeon makes his Christian can-
didate say | am about to be buried in water”
—To rise again out of the water sets forth to all
wen (?) that he believes in the resurrection of
Christ—there is a showing forth in baptism of
Christ’s burial and resurrection "—why do you
Baptists make so much ado about the burial of
Christ? What part in the redemption of the
world did the burial of Christ accomplish ? * He
died for our sics and rose agsin for our justifica-
tion.” We are commanded to shew forth his
death until his coming agsin,” but this false im-
itation of his burial appears to me something

fthuhudtoconnyfdnidou.ndnnknvm‘
impressios of religion in many cases. Again
Mr. Spurgeon evidently teaches, by implication
ttan the immersion in water of a certain individ-

you do. Rut may I ask youJwhat re

at l:ast, that baptism is notbing more nor Jess |-

present: ion

To the Chairman of the New Brunswick Dis-

trict. Bt. John, N. B,, Jan. 4, 1839,

Rev. aND Dear 81r,—* My mind has of late

been much impressed with the great importance

of that admonition of the wise man, “ Train wp

a child in the way he should go ; aad when be is

old, be will not depart from it.” The establish-

ment of schools in which pure religion is net

only taught, but censtant/y brought before the

youthful mind, and represented to it, as the

basis and ground-work of all the happiness which

man is capable of enjoying on earth, sod emin-

ently cilculsted to form the most perfect char-

acter, is I think, one of toe most eflicient meaps |
in the order of Divine Providence, to bring |
sbout the bappy result apoken of by the wise

man.

It is therefore, under this impression, con-

ted with e p ion of my tability to

that gracious Being, whom | would ever recog-

nize as the source of all the good that is done in

the earth, that | 'mow proprose though you to

the British Conference, and t0 the Wesleyan

Missionaries in the Provinces of New Brunswick

and Nova Scotia, 10 purchase an eligible site,

and ereet suitable buildings in Sackville, in the

County of Weetmoreland, for the establishment

of & school of the description mentioned, in

which not only the elementary but the higher

branches of education may be taught ; and to be

altogether under the management snd coutrdl
of the British Coulerence, in connexion with the
Wesleyan Missionaries in these Provinces. 1f
my propoesl should be approved of, and the
offer I now make accepted, 1 will proceed at
once to make preparstion, so that the buildings
may be erected in the course of the next year;
and I will as & farther inducement, by the bless-
ing of God, gite towards the support of the
school, one hundred pounds per spnum for ten
years,

1 shall be glad to hear that my offer is accept-

skin to a work of supererogation which is sadly ed, and to have the'earliest information of your

decision on the subject.
I am, Rev. and dear Sir,
Yours sincerely,
Rev. W. TEMPLE, C. F. ALLisoN,
The above  letter was laid before ‘the New

usl. Do you subscribe to this? Alas I know | Bronswick District Meeting, beld in St, Jobn,

: ; in May, 1839; and Mr, Allison appesred per-
ﬂqhihﬂhﬂmaw‘wl before the Neva Seotia District and

1

On the 9th day of June, 1840, a very large
opncourse of people assembled at Sackville to
witness the ceremony of laying the corner-stone
of the Wesleyon Academy. The religious ser.
vios was commenced by the Rev. William Tem.
ple, Chairman of the District, by giving out the
526th Hymn : “ Except the Lord conduct the
plan;” after which prayer. was offered by the '
Rev. Richard Knight. Mr. Temple then deli-

'nnd the introductory address, when the con.

gregation joined in sisging the T37th Hyma:
“ Thou, who hast in Zion 1sid.” The stone was
now placed in its proper position, when Charles
F. Allison spoke as follows: —

“ The foundation-stone of this building I now
proceed to lay, in the name of the Haly Triaity,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And may the
Education ever to be furnishedfby the lustite-
tion be conducted on Wesleyan principles, to
the glory of God, and the extension of His
cause. Amen!”

The excellent lady of Mr. Allison, then s
bride, gave ber approval of her busband’s act,
by giving the stone a final blow with the work.-
man’s hammer. Hymn 736 was given out, and
prayer offered by the Rev. W. Croscombe ; after
which, short addresses were given by Rev. Bam-
son Busby, William Croscombe, George Miller,
and William Wilson: and this most delightful
service closed with the Doxology.

On the 19th of January, 1843, Sackville Aca-
demy was first opened, and its career of useful-
ness commenced. It was the day of small things.
One of the class-rooms beld the whole company.
There were five ministers present, ss follows :
Richard Willisms, William Wilson, Richard
Shepberd, Samuel D. Rice, sod Humphrey
Pickard, also C. F. Allison and lady. These,
with & very few other other persons as visiturs,
constituted the entire assembly. An hour wae
spent in religious exercises, when special prayer
was offered for the prosperity of the Institution.
After the close of these services, the names of
the stadents were taken down, whea only seven
persons recorded their names.

With seven students did the Rev, Humphrey
Pickard commence his academical toil as Prin-
cipal of the Institution, which by bis constant
and indefatigable attention, and judicious man-
agement, for more than twenty.one years, has
been raised to its present eminence.

But the number of students rapidly increased,
0 that by the mouth of April thirty names were
found upon the list of the Iostitution. Another
and a more formal opening of the Academy was
determined upon, which took place on the 29th
of June following. Upon this occasion, the
company assembled in the spacious lecture-room,
which was pearly filled. Besides the noble foun-
der,C. F. Allison, were aleo present the Hon.
Messrs. Botsford, Crane, and Chandler, of New
Brunswick, the Hon. Mr. Prescott, of NoveSco-
tia, with & large number of ladies and gentle-
men, who now began to feel an interest in the
prosperity of the Institution,

At 10 o'ciock, the Rev. Albert Desbrisay, the
Governor, and Chaplain, and the Rev, H. Pick-
ard, the Principal, entered, followed by the Eng-
lish Master, the French Tator, and the students.
After singing, and prayer by Rev. R. Knight,
the inaugural address was delivered by the Prin-
cipal,—an address characterized by the simpli-
city of its langusge, the elegance of ite style,
sod its Christian spirit,—and at once eoavinced
the public that a maester-mind was ‘at the head
of the Backville Academy, and that, under the
guidance of its Principal, it must-and it would
proseper.

Addresses were also delivered by Rev. C.
Churchill of Yarmouth, Rev. A. McNutt of
Sackville, Rev. W. Croscombe of Halifax, Rev.
R. Knight chairman of the Nova Scotia Distriet,
Rev. 8. Busby of Point de Bute, snd Rev. W.
Wilson of Wallace. The tide of prosperity for
Sackville Academy began to flow at the closs of
its first term, in the year 1843, and it bas had no
ebb down to the present time 1864, but has coa-
tinued each year to give full satisfaction to its
patrons, and constantly to gain favour ja the ee-
timation of the intelligent of ali she lower Pro-
vinces. Its generous founder C. F, Allison, be-
sides his original gift, and his costinued pecuni-
ary aid, also assisted its Board of Trustees with
bis wise counsels, and employed » large portion
of his time in promoting the objects of the Ipsti-
tution, until the year 1859, when it pleased our
Heavenly Father to call bim to his reward. He
died in great peace, but the benefit he has con-
ferred upon these Provinces will never die, but
bis name will be cherished, and his gensfous st
will be kept in grateful remembrance by unbora
geverstions. The wise man bas esid, “ The
memory of the just is blessed ;” and a' * voice
from heaven” has proclaimed, * blessed ‘are the
dead which die in the Lord from hembeforth:
yea aaith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labeurs—and their works do follow them.”

It is due to the learned Principal, to say, that
from the very commencement of the Institutios,
be bas had the charge, and has toiled through
all the years of its existence ; be has been coe-
stantly at his post ; bas picdded on under many
difficulties and discouragements: be bas justy
merited for bimseld the bonorable tithe of D.D;
be haa educated asd traiged the minds of buws-
drede of cur youth, mazy of whom are nev
filling highly important and respectadle positioas
in society. Several arv ia the chriatian ministry,
aad several have died Bappy. whose minds were
firat religiously impressed while under his cars,
sod Dr. Pickard still lives and labours in the
same position ; may his Life be long spared, asd
his efforts to diffuse sound education, and correct
moral principles, be yet more abundantly owned
of Geod.

In literary matters Sackville has progressed
to astonishment. After the male Academy bed
been in successful operation for a few years, the
friends contemplated a like Institution for the
young ladies, towards which large sobscriptiods
were raised, and the desired object was soon at-
taiged. At this present time there is in the
beautiful village of Sackville, besides the Male
Academy, and nearly oppotite to it,'a Female
Academy. The building is spacious, the rooms
are high and well furnished, and where a hun-
dred youog ladies can be comfortably accomodat-
ed with board and lodging. Near the Female
Academy, is an elegant building, called Lingley
Hall. Here is a rich and well-toned organ, o8
each side of which, hangs a ful!-length portrsit
—one of Dr. Beecham, the first President of the
Fastern British American Confereacs, the other
of C. F. Allison, Esq., the Founder of these In-
stitutions. In the rear of these buildings, stands
Mount Allison College, s more recent erection,
where its Faculty have power t> confer degrees,
and the curiiculum of which will in no way be
inferior to that of any other Collegiate Institution

in the Provinces. Besides this, there is a Theo-

logical Protessor to train the minis of thu'

young men who may hereafter Lo employed i8

the important work of the Christiaty ministrr-

Thus has our youthful connection the spp™




