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PASTORAL VISITATION.

Strong a.d reiterated complninls‘ are
made both in Britian and America of pas-
toral iveffectiveness on the part of the
Methodist ministry. It is asserted in the
most confident mauner on both sides the
Atlantic that very many Methodist minis-
ters are strangely neglectful of the duty of
pastoral visitation, and that in consequence
they are far less useful than they might
be, and the good cause much less prosper-
ous than it ought to be. In Eogland the
complaints oo this subject are increasing,
and are sometimes expressed in a startling
way. It was but a week or two ago that
a gentleman, subscribing himself as “‘a
Manchester Methodist,” wrote to the Lon-
don Times to say that he was one of a large
number of steadily increasing nonconform-
ists opposed to the disestablishment of the
Episcopal Church on the ground that it
would be a calamity to deprive the nation
of the bgnefit resulting from having settled

*.in every nook and corner of the land the

tamily of an educated man accustomed in
his pastoral capacity to visit rich and poor
alike. Such a calamity he said would be
but slightly mitigated by the pastoral
labours of the nonconformist clergy, for
even Methodist ministers were rather noted
for their attention to the wealthier families
belonging to their congregation tban for
their house-to-house visitation of the poor
of their flock. Were the T'imes accustomed
to be imposed upoan or hoaxed by 'its corres-
pondents, we shculd infer that it was au
Anfi-Methodist that wrote this letter. But
as it is we are compelled to believe that its
writer is a Manchester Methodist. Yet we
are astonished that he should formulate
his complaint against the ministry of bis
Church in the columns of the most influen-
tial secular journal in the world.. Metho-
dist or no Methodist, we have no doubt,
however, that his utterance exaggerates the
facts of the case.

It is beyond question that the ministry of
Eaoglish Methodism contains_men who are
models of pastoral diligence and faithful-
pess. It is equally undeniable that mavy
English Methodist ministers are not want-
ing in their belief in the importance of
systematic, persevering pastoral visitation,
and lament that the itinerant system is so
worked in their case as to make it exceed-
ingly "difficult for them to attain pastoral
efficiency out of the pulpit. Yet we fear
there is some just ground for complainiug
on this matter. We fancy that very much
more effective pastoral work might be
accomplisied by the Eaglish Methodist
‘ministry thanis attempted, and that arrange-
ments in the distribggion of Circuit labour
migiit be easily made 80 as to render proper
pastoral visitation more practicable than it
'is commonly found to be.

The complaints on this head made in
America, if not quite so rife as in England
are yet quite too loud and too frequent.
There ought to be little ground for making
them at all. Io some cases, of course, the
space traversed by ministers is too exten-
sive to permit of the frequent visitation of
each family under their care. Bct in Cir-
cuits of at least moderate dimensions, aud
in charges containing only one or two con-
gregatious of convenieat size, no just cause
for murmuring on this subject ought to

_exist. We gather that such cause does

exist in many towns and cities in the United
States, and we may add in British America
also.

It is to be regretted that it is so. The
importance of careful pastoral visitation as
a means of promoting the interesis of relig-
jon in societies and coogregations, can
scarcely be over-rated.
that thousands are lost to the Church on
both sides of the Atlantic for want ot
the due performance of this duty. To a
minister of mediocre pulpit capacity pas-
toral visitation furnishes the means for
doubling his abilities and opportunities for
usefulness. A minister of high pulpit effic-
iency will lose half the fruit of his public
labors if he fails in the house to house de-
partment of his work.

We have never met with an objection-of
any weight or reasonableness justifying the
neglect of this duty, so rich in its chances
for good-doing. It may be plead indeed
that'a minister is timid and retiring, and
finds it difficult to force his way to the fire
sides ot all sorts of people. A timid and
nervous minister who under a sense of duty
faces multitudes of people in public, and
fearlessly declares to them the whole coun-
sel of God, ought not to find it an insur-
mountable task to make his appearance
among the families of his flock.

It gnay be urged that a minister has a
constitutional distaste for pastoral visitation.
The obligations that bind men to duty have
10 respect to their tastes or distastes. And in
point of fact, ministers who have no natur-
al love for the work of the duty in question
bave attained to remarkable proficiency in
the performance of it.

It may be alledged that a minister has no
aptitiudes such as would make pastoral vis-
itation pleasant to himself and profitable to
others. The consideration of his own plea-
sure is to be eliminated from the question.

As to the other point, it may be without

hesitation declared that this is one of the
cases in which when there is a will, there
is sure to'be a way. No man even moder-
ately fitted for pulpit work can possibly
fail greatly in pastoral visitation it he uo-
dertakes it and prosecutes it with a coosci-
entious and prayerful determination to do
his best perservingly to achieve success in
it.

It may be suggested that the necessities
of pulpit prepatation make it impossible in
certain cases for ministers to pay much at-
teation to pastoral visitation. In vivety-
nine cases out of & buodred, such & sugges-
tiop would be pounsensical. Proper pulpit
preparation is indeed not impeded or pre-

1t is our belief

vented by iutelligent, regnlar, s:stematic
pastoral visitation.
It is clear to us that it becomes the Meth-

care. J. B.. N,

ONTARIO CORRESIONDENCE.
Dear Mr. Epiror,—October with its

upon us. What a contrast with the same

month of last year;

upon the scorched land ; whea the atmos-

an ashy flavour in the air we breathed.

No mind could dissipate altogether the gloom

and it was almost impossible to be cheerful

even in company.
binger of a burning world—the presage

Mao.
ter fall

approach of wiater.
two snow storms occurred, covering the
landscape with its white maotle, and ma-
king it loek, ¢ O, so winterly.’
week ago last Sunday, suddenly a black

a scene uot easy to be forgotton.

in Western Canada.

Campbell was justly hung in June last. 1

of them.,

ery was unoatural and inhuman.
fessed to have found pardon.
the scaffold with the step and courage of a
martyr. She declared the hour of ber exe-
cution was the happiest she had ever

ber of the Methodist family.
copy of their minutes by me—bulh from '
. . : memory I state that they number in the two |
odism of both hemispheres to see to it that proviu::yeo about 8000 n{embers, hav have
this most important matter be attended|about 80 minisiers und preachers, and they
to with the most conscienti-us and diligent | raise about $3000, or a little more for mis-
sions.
stations are missions ; they have moderate
T lay delegation, and are thoroughly loyal to
Methodist doctrine.
ized fruit of the first separation from Cana-
dian Methodism, which took place about
dull clouded skies, and copious showers is |the year 1824, under the leadership of the
Resds. Messrs. Ryan and Jackson.
when for days to-{ were the precise grounds of the disaffection
gether the skies were hidden behind the|of these persons does uot now clearly ap-
thickest envelope of smoke and fog, and pear.
the sun slruggled lllrid]y to shed his beams | most indeta(iguble pioneerg of Canadiac
Methodigm, and at the time of the dissolu-
phere was so laden with the vapour of{tion from American Methodism stood high
burning forests, villages and cities, that the [ as a most likely man for the Episcopacy in
eyes smar ed, the tongue could almost taste | the newly orgauized Canadian Church, had
it adopted that form of government; per-
Not soon shall I forget some of those dark [ haps the disajpoivtment Lad somewhat to
days—as for instauce the Wednesday avd | do with his disaffections
Thursday after the buruing of Chicago—|ful agitation was over, the Ryanites or
when the Sunday School Couvention ot the | Jacksonites as they were indifferently call-
two Proviuces, was assembled in Londou. |ed, organized themselves after the model of
English New Connexioualisty, and sought
which was associated with the cirumstances, | and obtaived affiiiated alliance with the
Home body of that Church, which has becn
It seemed to be the har- | to them of the highest util ty,supplying their |
pulpits veith men of ucquestionable ability
of the days of the comiug of the Son of|uud their missionary coflers with the mcans
We have probably cever had a wet-| of maintaining and extevding their opera-
than this o far has been, atd|iions.
everything is giving indication of the early | and show their wisdom by beiug willing to
Already have one or |become an integral part of Confederated
Canadian Wesleyan Methodism.

A remarkable trial has just been con-|a fact full of siguificence.
cluded in Loudon, viz. that of R. Coyle, a | John McDonald, Esq., to give 85.000 as an
youth of about tweuty years of age, charged | investment in the superannuated Minister's
with the awful crime of murder, but who| Fund, and iocrease it to $10.000 if the
after lying in jail for filteen months has| Church will raise $40.000, aud 0 make a
been acquitted, while no one doubts his real | permanent investment of $30.000, is a fact
guiltiness as participator in the foulest act | (hat will cheer many a poor itiacrant iu his
of murder which has ever been perpetrated | 1oil and avxiety, and tend to soothe mauy
I refer to that of G.|a widow’s heart, borae down with poverty
Campbell, for which Lis wife, Pheebe|and care.

shall suppose your readers 1o be acquainted | mittee becoming.
with the borrible details of the crime, and| close, and leave much that 1 would say to
not make my sheet gory with any repetition | another letter.
The judicial death of Mrs. Camp- | Dewart, Editor of the Guardian, aod G.
bell was as remarkable as her deed of butch- | Cochran, pastor of the Metropolitan church
She pro- | of Torouto, are prostrated by severe and
She went to protracted illness.

All, or nearly all their circuits or

They are the organ-

What

Edward Ryan had been one of the

After the pain-

Still they are compuratively feeble,

Since writing the above, our Guardian

While a|has arr.ved, and how replcte with interest.
You will doubtless give your readers full
cloud swept over us fraught with such bail | accounts of the annual meeting of the Mis-
and fempest as we never experienced be-|sionary Society.
foret 1t came in the middle of the after-| manifested —ot the three thousand dollars
noon and in ove church I wot of, during| given to inaugurate a mission school iun
the sermon, the sudden darkness, the rat-| Manitoba.
tling l.ail, the crashing of scores of panes of | John McDonald, Esq., aud President Pun-
glass, and the roar of the tempest, produced | shon.
iucreased $10397.25 iu oue year, is of itselt

Of the liberality there

Of tke specches aud giving of
That the income of the Society has

The proposal of

God bless the giver.
What a power is our Missionary Com-
But I mus: haste toa

[ regret to learn that E. I.

Yours,
1L R. R. S.
Oct. 17, 1872.

experienced. She forgave and even thaok-
ed bheartily her prosecutors and execution-
er, and with ber last breath slie acknowleged
the justuess of her sentence, and declared
that Coyle was her accomplice, but she ful-
ly acquitted every oue else, and then with a

of a murderer upou his character.

news of the couatry,

general
so disgusted with the

came
that
tion - expired, and it

manly and capricious, it resorted to such |t

long and so honorably occupied, and the

efforts to undermine Methodism.

party would yet avoid ultra views and abu-
candid with political opponeots, and we
bave no other good general papeis.
there is a waut yet in Cavadian Journalism
~—which I hope the enterprising and good
sense of our country will supply.
great Fairs of the West are over.

gatherings to the agricultural and iudus-

Good Ezhibition. The beautifuily fleeced
sheep and lambs, those fine graded Essex
and Berkshire pigs, those prime Darbam
study and a research as well as a spirit of

credit.

oue fitted for a Governor's use, indicate a
coundition of road, and a state of civilization
and progress truly wondarful, in a section
through a forest.
Exhibition.
drag their array from the narrow circle
You may put

ciety and view the world.

been his world, all his life, if you would en-
large his views, extend his sympathies,
circle, and let him rub shoulder with shoul-
world, and who hail {rom distant parts.

In church matters this is a quiet time

are too busy to write much.
circuit is a moral battlefield, and just now
the lists are spread. The hosts are called
out to fight.
summer Sabbath, the camp meetings of
tracted meeting.
brethren are now engaging.

yet to know tke issue.

are all waiting with interest to hear the
been favorable.

brighter.

ing bearts.

to come

Its attacks upon Dr. Ryerson were so un-|once forsaken friend.

sive epithets, and could afford to be just and | fine and charmiug.
afiernoon the frieuds uud visitors began
Thus | gathering.
viands of the best quality avd decorated
with exquisite taste, reflecting great credit

The | on our lalies.
There | opened, and all heartily enjoyed the deli-
can be no questioun as to the utility of these | cious repast.
were set, which iu a short time were clear-
trial interests of our country. On no other | ed of every thing soluble.
place can the real progress of our country |the company broke up, afier enjoying a very
be so quickly gaged, as on the grounds of a | pleasaut evening.

Porr MovTtox, Oct. 19th, 1872,
DEAR Sir,—1 am happy to write cheer-

smile of joy ou ber feature<, she stept upou |ing information from this Circui:, which
the fatal platform and was ushered iuto|for size is unparalleled.
eternity, but the evidence has not been suf-| Churches and tour other preaching places.
ficient to convict her accomplice, and he is| The congregations are very good, and a
now again free, but with the awful brand | growing religious interest is apparent. Our
prayer meetings are geunerally we'l attend-
I am but little acquainted with theed. God has been pleased to visit our
I Dbe-|part of this viveyard with the refreshing
Globe, [ dews of his saving grace ; six persons-have
I was glad whea my subscrip-|testified that Jesus saves, aud three back-
ceased to come.|sliders are again enabled to rejoice in their

We lhave seven

We thavk God for
hese ** Drops of a shower,” aud are hoping

mean methods to try to injure him, and|** He will shortly pour all the fulluess ot
have him removed from the otfice he has so | his love.”

The new Parsonage commenced by the

ground of the antagonism was so appareut, | late mach esteemed Bro. Martin, is not yet
that I could no longer endure a paper,|completed, but we hope soon will be.
whose chief Editor could so ill conceal his | friends in Port Moutou have taken the lead
The |in raising moueys toward liquidating the
Mail has disappointed us who wanted a{debt stagnding aga ust tha buidiug, and the
calmer and somewhat dispassionate paper,|debt to be incurred in its completion.
which while it migbt consistently favour one | Thursday, the 17th inst.,, we bad a Tea
Meeting here; the day was remarkably

The

Last

Quite early in the

The tables were covered with

At 4 p. m., the doors were
After tea refreshment tables

About 10 o’clock

We find afier paying all expenses that we

have a clear profit of 8156 towards the
building fund.
aod Hereford bulls aud cattle, indicate a|a few of our young men are taking a lively
interest in the Parsonage, and at their owu
euterprise which do our farmers very high [ expense provided one of the tables which
While those beautiful horses, so|cleared $36.
finely formed in limb and so swift on foot, | large number of the
wiih that array of most handsome carriages [came to epjoy themgelves with us at our
of every description from the simple sulky to | Tea Meeting. f

We are happy to say that

Our

rvacks are due to a
siverpool friends who

Jessg B. GiLes,

Urnay Circuit.—IeAR Epitor,—Mis-

where but fifty years ago, the only vehicle | sjonary services were recenily held cn the
was the ox cart, and the ouly road a blaze | Upham Circuit as near y ns possible accord-
The beuefit especially to | ing to District arranzement.
our farmiog friends is not coufined to the | bers of the Deputation were at their posts
Nothing can be of greater ad-| at the appoiuted time except one, who,
vaotage to them and their families than to| finding it incompatible with-1he claims of
rag ! bis own Circuit to be preseut, seut a worthy
within which they are accustomed to see so- | representative in the person of brother
Manaton, a local preacher of St. John.
the leg of-a compass down at the door of|The first meeting was held at Titusville,
many a farmer’s house, and sweep the other | the second at Pussckeag, uud the last at
round an area of fifteen miles and it has Hampton. ' °

All the mem-

The Titusville meeting, at which James

: . % | Smith, Esq:;, presided, was a very gocd
make him a better, because a more intelli- | gge.
geut citizen, you must break through that|ijy advance of those of the former yedr.
e The meeting at Passckeag was appointed
der with men who have seen more of the |to take pluce on Weduesday evening, but
the weather proved so stormy that it was
¢ . " vot held until the vext day.
but it is not the quiet ot ease and idleess, | felt by the good people in tLat locality in
but of earnestoess aud work. The brethren [the Home Mission work of our Church,
Nearly every | was . evioced by the number present at 3
o’clock on Thursday, notwiihstanding gthe
pr ! : fact that notice of the meeting was only
The field meeting of the warm | given during the forenoon, aud that the
{ farmers, in view of the glorious sunshine of
the autumo hgve given place to the pro-|(hat afternoon, might have found a reason
1u these everywhere, the | for remaining at home

The collection and subscriptions were

The interest

to secure their

i ) Every once|potatoe crop already, it was claimed, con-
in & while comes up the shouts of victory | siderably damaged by the recent rains.
and notes of triumph—but it is too -soon|The subscriptions al this meeting were
May the God of | within a few dollars of the total amount for
battles make bare his glorious arm. We|(he whole Circuit las year.

At the closing (Hampton) meeting the

uews from the committee on union. Re-|Foreign and Home claims of the Mission
port says that the deliberations bave all|enterprise were advocated, the former by
The basis is established, | the writer, and the latter lucidly ‘and ably
and the details harmouiously decided upon, by the Rev. C. W. Dutcher, of Sussex Vale
and the prospect of union i8 growing still | Circuit.
t 1 trust that June next may see [ The chair was occupicd by Wm. W, Wed-
it consummated amid the shouts of rejoic-|derburn, Esq., M. P. P., who introduced
. Auvent of this subject, I did|the business of the meeting in « clear,
ot mean in a former letter to say, as your |earnest and eloquent commendation, to the
prioter répresented me as saying, God has|sym
given to the bridegroom a nobler heritage, | intelligeat congregation present, of Chris-
which was invidious—but & noble beritage. | tian Missions iu general, aod of those of

Coocerning the other body who propose | the Methodist Church in particular, The
into the upion—the Methodist|financial results at this, as at the other

Bro Manaton also spoke briefly.

thies and support of the larze and

Now Connéxion Church of Canada, they are meetings, were encouragiogly large.

head of a Circuit to include several of the
rapidly rising settlements, near the line of

friends of the Methodist Church there
would do wull to take time by the forelock
in regard to this matter.

Space fails, nor is it necessary to make
mention in this note of the courtesy of the
excellent Superintendent of the Circuit,
Rev. J. B. Hemmeon, and of the kindness
extesded by several families to the mem-
bers of the Deputation,

“The Lord grant unto” them * that”
they ¢ may find mercy of the Lord in that
day.” ! D.

Y S5

AXNIVERSARY OF GRAFTON STREET ScN-
pAY ScHOOL.—The Aupual Meeting in
connection with the above anniversary was
held in the Grafton Street Church, on Moan-
day evening, Oct. 24tb, presided over by
the Rev. John Read, pastor of the Church.
After some remarks by the Chairman ;
Mr. S. H. Black, the Secretary, read the
report, from which it appears that there
are 230 Scholars on the books, with an
average attendance of 156. During the
year the school has suffered loss by death
of Mr. W. L Bell, their late Superintend-
ent; and two boys, who left a good testi-
mony behind them. The Treasurer’s re-
port was then submitted by Hoo. S. L.
Shaonon, which showed a small balance in
hand.

The Chairman then called upon the Rev
Jas. Strotherd, who d: livered an address
on “ The Benefits arising from Subbath
Schools,” dividing his subject into ‘two
part~—the benefit to the teacher and the
benefit to the scholar. Mr Lloyd, one of
the teachers of the Schocl, after tracing his
connection with Sabbaih Schools, affection-
ately urged upon the children the great
necessity of giving themselves to Jesus,
showing the value of religion to them under
every circumstance of life. An address was
vext delivered by the Rev. W. J. Johnson,
on * The nccessity of Sabbath Schools as
an aid to church organization,” who was
followed by the Hon. S. L. Shannon, on
the future prospects of the school.

Brief remarks were made by Rev. J.
Hart, and the President of the Conference,
after which the meeting was brought to a
close.

Mke. EpiTor,—Allow me to acknowledge
through yours columns, the receipt of the
following amounts, as the nucleus of a fund
for providing a memorial stone for the late
Rev. W. Wilson : —

J. H. Botterell, Esq., Montreal, Q., $2.
Thos. B. Moore, Esq., Moncton, N. B., 2
Mrs. Chapman, Dorchester, 2.
Friends on 1be Parrsboro’ Circuit, per Rev.
D. B. Scott, 8.

00
00
]

81473
I trust that a more general respounse will
shortly be made to my late appeal in behalf
of the above object.
Yours, &ec.,
Jos. G. Axgwix.
Point de Bute, N. B., Oct. 22nd, 18721

Riscellaneons,

_.._—+

ECCLESIASTICAL UNIONS.

There can be no doubt that one of the
manifest tendencies of the times in which
we live, is the disposition to uuite bodies
of people, whether for religious or political
purposes.- It seems to be regarded as a
necessity both for the ccnsolidation of
power and the development of resources,
either moral or material. To say nothing
of European political confederations, it is
clear that British America, by the prin-
ciples ot federation now iu successful
operation, is acting in accord with what

spirit of the age. Religious bodies are
wanifestly tending to uvion with due re-
gard to existing rights, and this is now
especially conspicuous in the present move-
ment of the Wesleyan Methodists of
Canada. There has been fer some years
past two couferences in British America,
the one embracing Ootario and Quebec,
aod the other the Maritime Provinces. The
Canada Couference has become a large
aud iofluential body of minsters, whose
assembly in this city last June showed at
least oue thing, that for legislative purposes
it had overgrowu itselt, and for other rea-
sons it had become evident to most of those
who were couversant with’its operations,
that it was necessary to divide the Coufer-
ence into three or more and constitute a
General Conference, whose business should
be chiefly legislative.

But it appears from what we can learn,

that a comprehensive scheme of govern-
ment which should embrace the whole of
British America was considered most de-
sirable, and most likely to subserve the
general and specific objects of this body of
Christian workers. I'he subject was de-
bated in the Montreal Conference, and the
result was the appointment of a committee
Ly the Conference to consider the question
of the division of the Conference, and if the
Confereuce of KEastern British America
aflirmed the principle of federation, and
appointed & committee upon it, the two
committees should meet and consider the
whole subject. It appears, the KEastern
Conference did at iits sessiom, held last
July, affirm the principle and appoint a
committee. The joint committees were
called to meet in this city on the 17th inst.
Accordiugly, they assembled in the Der-
chester street Wesleyan Church, and the
whole subject of the division of the Confer-
ence and the confederation ot Methodism
has been under discussion during the last
three days, end may be expected to con-
tinue for a few days more.
Of the geutlemen appointed by the
Cavada Couference, the lollowing are pre-
sent :—Rev. Dr. Punshon, Rev. J. Bor-
laud, Rev. Wm. Scott, Revds. Dr. Douglas,
Dr. Rice, Dr. Greeu; Richard Jonés, J.
A. Williams, James Eliiott, Alex. Suther-
land, Dr. Nelles, G. R. Sanderson, E. B.
Harper, E. B. Ryckman, W. Hansford, J.
C. Slater, Dr. Fowler, and Jumes Gray.
The whole deputation from the Maritime
Provioces is present:—The Rev. Drs.
Pickard and Stewart, and Rev. Messrs.
Currie, Pope, McMurray, Nicolson, Hues-
tis, and Taylor, (P. E. 1.)

We are glad to Jearn thut the business of
this large committee bas thus far proceeded
with the utmost barmony, and wany difficul-
ties which at first presented themselves have
disappeared, and important general principles
have reccived a cordia) asseut. It is under-
stood that the Wesleyan Metbodism of Brit-
ish America sball be so altered in the form
of its government, as to be composed of sev-
eral annual confarences and one general con-
ference ; that in fact the Cansda Conference
shall be divided into three, and the Maritime
Provinces into two, reserving for future con-

E::vimu. A imioery agreement bas
n 1eashed, whereby the three eonferences
of the west shall be dul_'wd and con-

the European and North American Rail-|nia,. Guelph and Goderich Districts. The
way, in its vicinity. The members and |St. Lawrence Counference to embruce tho

we may designate in this instance the|.

‘on a good fiaancial basis

Irsot a very strong but yet respectable mem-' Hampton having been recently elevated stitated in the followiog order : The Onnriolln of population is very near tlis aner
1 have not a | to the status of Shire-town of Kings County, Conference to embrace, the Toronto, Brad-
should be graced at the earliest possible ford, Batrie, Owen Sound, Whitby. Cobourg,
date by a Methodist Church, and made the | Peterboro’, and Belleville Distriots.

The
Huron Conference to consist of the Hamilton,
Niagara, Brantford, London, Chatbam, Sar-

Montreal, Quebec, Stanstead. Brockville,
Ottaws, Pembroke, Perth and Kingston Dis-
tricts. The Nova Scotia Conference and the
Conference of New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island, will probably be constituted
by the action of the Counference to which this
report will be referred

We understand the constitution of the
Anvual Couference and of the General
Conference has been fully discussed, and
general priociples agreed on, which will
most likely receive the assent of the Con-
ference. Io regard to the General Confer-
ence, we understand the subject of- lay
delegation has been very fully cousidered,
as indeed its importance demanded. We
do not give the exact terms of the resolu-
tion coueurred in by the Committee, but
we are safe in saying tLat the incorporation
of the lay element in the general Coufer-
eoce will be effected on equitdble princi-
ples, if the requisite majority of the peo- |
ple desire such incorporation. = Into further |
details we do not deem it necessary or |
advisable to enter, our design being to pre- |
sent an outline of the proposed scheme of |
Wesleyan Coufederation, and to express
our appreciation of the motives which have
actuated the Weslevan Conferences in en-
tertaining those plans of operation which,
while they must prove beneficial to them-
selves, cannot be without lasting advautage
to the Dominion of Cavada. If some of
the Methodist Societies separated from
Wesleyanism should : seck a closer union |
with the pareut body, we are of opiuiou!
that it would ultimately prove profitable to |
all parties. We understaud some proposals |
to this e)d have been made, and we trust
there will arise no very serious obstacle to
tk:e project of accomplishing something like
an orgauic union of the eutire Methodism
of British Ameirca.— Montreal Gazette.

|

THE MAIN QUESTION.

Now that the summer touris's are home
from their wanderings and the miuisters are
again in their pulpits, sud most of the fa-
miliar faces appear ip the clburch aod the
chapel, it is a good time to ‘* put the main
question-””  What are -these wivisters and
these churches trying to do? aud are tbey
doing it?

The convocation of the great Anglican
Chureh assembled vot long ago, and while
it did not whoily pegleet the wain question,
yet much of the greater portion of s time
was spent in trying to find valid cxcuses for
keeping in its ritual a ccrtain form of words
which can only be pronounced true by doing
violence to the Lnglish language, and which
admittedly conveys u Jalse impression.

Not ovly the Rowan Chureh and the
Anglican Church, but all the rest of the
Churches, whether more or less ** catbolie,”

‘e addicted to the same fault, In their

syneds, aud their conferences, and their -as-
sociations, they are wort to spend the larger
part of their time in the adjastment of furmal-
ities and the scttiement of side issucs. The
local churcbes as well as the provincial assem-
blies often find themselves daliying with de-
tails and forgeiting the mai question. How
many pews are rented ' Wil there be a
financial debeit at the end of the year?
How does tbe new minister ** take’ *” Can
the families in the new brown-stone block
around the corner-be brought in? Are those
who bave come to us frum Suriker's enough
to make up for the loss of those who bavo
gone to Sbricker’s? How about the quarrel
in the choir—is that composed ? How do the
congregati ns crmjare wih those of a year
ago? All these questions are more or less
iwportant, but tuey may all be answered
satisfac orily withcut touching the real pur-
pose of the Cburch, und the great work
which it ought to be doing.
The maiu questicn for the Church to ask
is: what are tbe results of our teachings
and our labors in the characters of the men
and women of our congregation and our
veigbborbood ¥ How any are we reaching
with our influence, and what are we doing
for them? Are ‘the people to whom our gos-
pel goes, enriched’ by 1t in their affections, en-
lightea by it in their understandings, restrain-
ed by it from wrong, urged by it to righteous-
ness ! Ls it proving itselt the savor of life
unto many ! Is the truth as we have learn
ed it, as we preach it, as we talk it, as we
live it, the power of God unto the salvation
ot men from seifisbness, from lust, from low
cuoning, from wrath and uncharitableness Y
Are the men who sit in our pews, pray in our
prayer-meetings, and teach in our Sunday
schools, known everywhere as true, brave, hon-
est meu ! Are they surrounded with an atmo-
spbere of cheerfulness, does the spirit of
Him who came bringing peace to earth and good
will to men shine from their faces and breathe
like a sweet fragrance from their garments as
they'walk ?  What sort of society is it which
these Co.istians of ours, men and women,
are bailding up? 1s it a society in which
simple tastes, geverous aiws, helpfulness
and beneficence abound ? Do the mean de
ocits and the shailow frivolities of the time
flourish or decline among them ?

Men and brethron ! this is the main ques-
tion. There are many ways of putting it, but it
means only this : what is the effect of this
religion of ours upon the wen and women to
whom ‘it is preached? By their lives the
world judges our religion. If we are belping
them 10 a better manhood and womanbood, we
shall need no other arguments to prove its
tiuth. 1f we are not, all the evidences of
Cbristianity that bave been written will
wake no impression on the minds of our doubt-
ers. Would it not be well for the brethren
who bave risen to various points of order to
withdraw them for a little while and let us all
discuss the main question.— Christian Union,

Tre NontawesTerN UNIVERfITY is now
The present in-
come is $25.000, and in 1880 will be in-
oreased by seveu per cent, of the landed
stock of the great Pacific Hotel in Cbicago-
Over balf of that immense building is on
University lots. The hotel is rapidly ap-
proaching completion, and is said to be the
largest hotel in the world, It is truly an
enormous structure.

Dr. Haven is abioad among the Confer
ences, and thus far has been received with
the greatest cordialty. He will attend some
six or eight this fall. The three be bas at-
tended bave expressed great confidence in the
Board of Education of the Methodis: Episco-
copal Church, and resolved to rully to toe
work of gathering funds. The doctor is con-
fideat that the entire Cburch will heartily co-
operate iu this great - benevolent movement,
and will in a few years raise a fund for the
education of studcuts creditable wlike to the
Cburch and the age. He bas determined
ot to move bis family, for the present, from

and we are vot praying for the shadow to go ‘
the gromon to be remov- League, the links which «
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Heck Hall is full to overflowing—the  first
time in the history ot the new building. Every
room even to the a:tic, is occupied ; and at
night, when the lamps are lighted, it mikosa
grand appearance from the street ; and coupled
with the outward appearance comes the fact

that there are about ove bhundred students pore corre

studying good, sound, heaven-born Arminin
theology. The Garret Biblizal Ins itute as thus
represented is a grand fact, snd made so by |
a strong, caroest faculty. Those men, when
the fire came last fall and swept away thoit
salary, and the cntire income of the property. |
gathered in the potatees from their pardens
secured some flour for bread, and resolved
not to quit the field. Hew thev Pave fared,
we could pot learn.  Tooy are tore, bowever
salary or no salary. :

But the Garrett building 1n (hieaze, cul
the spot of the old Republicin wip wam, 15 up
again and ready for use In the n hry stiug
gle of the monumental giants 'Chri~i hus had
herces. Orringtoa Lunt, Grand Gocdrieh,
and others, have built and planned and work-
ud for the Lvd, knowing that thair labor s
not in vain. God bless them wih n 1oyu
weleome up yonder, Ly and by,

TV Evenrten college for ludics is full to]
oveitlow g ** The tidal wuve™ ol cducation |
seems to ran bhigh this fall, aod 1o fuct tis
** Atbens of the West”" was never so popular
a3 wow.— Com. to Z'on's Herald

HUNGARIAN FAIRS.

The four annual fairs held at
though they bave declined of late, are of

much importance, and supply half of Huun- |
pply

gary with their commodities, sold or ex-
changed for houey, hides,*wool, wax, and
slibowitza, a species of brandy prepared

{from plums, and fully as fiery as the Rus- |

| sian vodka. Oa these occasious the peasauts
flock in from every part of the kingdom,
and in their varied and striking costumes
make fine subjects for the artist's pencil
Muny of them look as if they might have
stepped out of the fourteeuth or fifteeuth

modern appearance, attired in their strange
garb, frequeutly wearing leather jerkius
and undressed skins. They are very light-
hearted and merry, as a rule, and dauce und
sing, laugh acd love, tipple and quarrel
after the macuner of contemporaneous Irish-
men. They give a foreigner a far. better
ivsight into the vational character than do
those in the upper rauks of life. They are
ignorant and, for the most part, supersti-
tious ; but they are sturdy 'and independent
and exceedingly patriotic, hoiding that God
created llungary, and that it matters very

of the world.

of the desert. Both sexes take part in this
and woman dashing frantically along on
the back of ove steed, who, when weary of
carrying them, would kick them off, and
they would roll in the dust with super-
abundant satisfaction.
horses all maoner of tricks, especially that

equive education 'is grotesquely displayed
at the fairs. The peasants lay wagers with

back of a brilliantly performing animal in
spite of all his efforts in the line of burlesque
and low comedy. The contest of the man
tu stay on, and of the beast to put him off,
is side-cracking sport for the yokels, who
awake the echoes with their shouts and
boisterous laughter. The horseman is so
adroitand supple of limb that even when
thrown he is seldom seriously hurt. He is
a natural acrobat, apparently, and thumps
and falls which would break the lippbs or
neck of any German merely iucregfes his
jollity, aud afford a new opportunidff for the
maoilestation of his agility.

At “the fairs one can see how primitive

the habits of the commcn people are, how
limited their wants. Théy prepare their
food like gyvpsies, wrap themselves in their
blankets or sheep-skin coats, and sleep on
the ground or under their stalls or wagons
more serepely and soundly than their lords
aond masters do under silken canopies on
beds of daintest down. The earth literally
serves them for a couch, and the sky for a
roof ; the pative elements are their best
friends ; their rugged coustiiutions and hard
bands their stoutest allies and firmest sup-
porters. Modern refinements and luxuiies
have in nowi-e effemicated them as a race ;
they are as intrepid and hardy as when they
fought againsi Soliman the Magnificent and
fell with “Tokolyi.
The convocation ‘at the fairs is diversi-
fied enough. In addition to the Hungarian
there are Greeks, Servians, Jews, Walla-
chiaus, Bohéxinua, Crosts, Sclavonians,
Moldavians and Turks. But even these
may be considered part of the native popu-
lation, as the origin and composition of the
Magyars has always been an open and un-
solved question with ethnologists. They
tave been pronounced Avars, Mongolians
Tartars, Finns, Osmanlis, Calmucks, and
Olympus knows not what ]—From * Down
the Danube,” by Junius HeExrr Browx, in
Harper's Magazine for November.

A PAN-ANGLJAN IDEA.

——rgp )
Commerce, the London Daily Telegraph
assures us, is the greatest of all politicians,
and the real history maker of the present
age. We have been lately discussing the
grand idea of a federation between the
Eoglish speaking people of the globe—an
idea still far from realization perhaps, but
vo longer beyond the range of stalesman-
ship, when we behold such events as the
Arbitration at Geneva, aud the revival of i
nobler policy with regard to Great Britain’s
colonies than the old igoorant indiffereut-
ism. Yet there was ope liok in that golden
chain of Pun-Anglian alliance which seem-
ed difficult to forge. Kogland and America
are naturally coonected, but how could a
closer relationship be established between
our dependencies and the great Republic?
Commerce is sileutly taken charge of this
portion of the problem ; America and Aus- |
tralia are reaching out their hauds to each |
other by the new broad way of the Pacilic.
A trade is springing up betwcen the young
empires atthe Antipodes and the western
coast of the United States. Out of forty
vessels which sailed during two mouths
from the ports of Austriulia, New Zcaland
aod Fiji, two-thirds were cleared for San
Fraocisco and the Puacific sea-board Iu
addition to this, the Legislative -Assembly
of New South Wales has lately agreed to aid
in the establishment of a line of mail steam-
ers to the Calitornian metropolis. ‘I'hese are
most siguificant facts ; they point to the io-
dubitable uprise of a vast traffic between
the Repu:lic and the Eoglish coloaies,
which will develop as the great silent ocean
becomes more and more the ‘ new Atlan-

iheir new comwodious bome frouting the Uni-
versity campus. Mrs. Ilaven is very con-
teat to remain bere, and there is no wbsolute

sideration the relation of some of the out-lying [ Decessity for a wan whose parish extends'part in the intercourse ; but- the Telegraph

from Alaska to Texas, and from Maine to!
Califoraia, to take up bis sbode on the edge
friaged by the Atlantic. The beart and ocn-

tic” of the world’s busivess. Japan, China
and the East will take a -larger aud larger

ventures to predict that tbe Anglo-Sazon
race will bave the Pacific trade as mueh in
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In the whole history of scienc
ing more wondertul than
vention ¢t would be dithicult tg <ay wl
trerm) ot spectrunyanaly sis
teen years ago it bad no «xistence whate,
a mode of raientific equiry  Not i
had }u_l\'\(4i from the dav when Khiurchot

nounced the true meaning ot the dark lines 1y

the solar spectrum betore Huypeus and Miller
were telling astronomers ot the terrestrial ¢le.

ments extsting in the stars” Then the greag.

secret ol the gaseous nebulw was revealed by

Huvegens, and soon aflter the struct

ets began to be anterpreted

of the new wode of 1esvarch tna

chemical atainnsis, as 8 deleate test
miniog the preserce of poiscns, as 8 meg
IProvieog Hiany processes ol mat

as an aid in almost every Lranch of scientifip

ingury, became each vear more clear '} recog-
nized.  We Lave seen Sorby ;\:.Jf}/_“g \\A) its
weans the coloring matter of plants, and the
cntomologist comparing the spectrum of he
worng and the fire-fiv.  The i toscopist e
H !w}‘; the powers ot the new analysis 10 solve
[ problems which the magunifying powers of hig
| instruments would be altogether unable to cope
fwith. Nothing, v floe, secms 100 vast or ipg
| mintt-, too distant or oo near at hand, for
this wondertul insttument ot 1esearch, which

[deals as readily with the mass of Sirius, a thog.

[
laway than our sun, as with (he ten thougandiy

part of .a grain of matter 1w oa fhane within g

[tew inches of the spectroscopie tube. —Spectg-
|
| tor.
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Mackerel are plentitul. Between 4000 and
5000 barrels were caught at Ferguson's Cove
on Tuesday. ~

WesLeyaN Bazaaw.—The receipts at the
Wesleyan Bazaar, Awbherst, on Thursday last,
were about $300

Oxtord, Cumberland Co., offirs a bonus of
$1000 to any manufacturing coterprise starting
there which employs 5000 capital or upwards,

INTERCOLONIAL RatLway. — The Missing
Limk-on the Intercoloniel Railway, in Nova
Scotia, was completed on Saturday, 19h, when
a tram passed over the 10ad from Trure to
Ambersty :

Sxow.—Suflicient snow fell in King's Co.,
N. B., on Sanday, to whiten the grousd on
some ot the hills. Vinegar Hil}, about two
or three miles 8. 1. ot Apohaqui Station, was

little who is responsible for the remaiuder | giill white on Monday morning,
They delight to ride on horse-
back, beiug very skillful equestrians, and aathority ot the Hon. Dr. Tupper, C. B
scamper over the broad plain like Bedouins | what we are sure will also greatly delight our

We are gratified to be able to state, on the

readers, that Lord Dufferin intends her alter
to make Halifax bis : ummer residence.—Col,

Havikax Baxk.— The fiist meeting ol the
‘| Halitax Banking Company, since is mcorpor
ation by Act of the Legislature, under the nsme
of the ** Halifax Bank,” was held in Argyle
Hall, on Tuesday. The following gentlemgn
were elected Directors: B. H. Collius, Wm:
Pryor, P. C. Hill, W. M. Harrington, Joha

of unseating their rider,'ud this part of the Stairs, Thomas Bayne. and Robie Uniacke,

At a meetiig of the Directors Leld in the
Banking-bouse yesterd y afternoon, W. Pryor,

each other as to their ability to stick to the | Esq.i was clected President.

DarLnousie CorrrGe. — The matriculation
examinations of Dalbousie College bave juts
been completed.  About 20 new studeats bave
[entered. Messrs. Frederick O'Brien, of Maits
I land, and Fiancis 1. Bell, of Halitax, won the
{** open scholarships,” entitling them to free
admission to all clusses for the next four years,
Tins is the fiest tune one of the scholarships
Las tallen to Halifax. The formal openng ot
I!he Winter session of the College will take

{place in Argyle Hall on Tuesday, at 3 p.a.—

Chron. i

A Giaantic Terecrarn Coxpany.—Some
idea of the extensive ramifications ol the Wests
| ern Union Telegraph Compauy, which operates
most of the lines in the Lower Provinces, may
‘be obtained when we state that the company
gives employment to 8,600 persons.
| pary bas 5,800 offices and about 140,000 miles
of wire. ‘T'welve and a hall millions of mes-
sages pass over the company's hines yearly.
The gross receipts for the year ending June 30
were 88,457,500, giving a net profit of $2,790,
232. ‘Fhe company is now building a new liue
along tho Intercolonial Railway, between Am-
herst and Truro, N. 8. It has spent un_'r‘
£10,000,000 in the construction of new lines in
the States and Provinces.—St. John Tel.

Tue Ramway DerantMent,—Mr. Lewis
Carvell, the newly appointed Railway Supers
intendent arrived in this city on Friday. On
Saturday moining he left in company with Mr,
George Taylor, the present Superintendent,
for Moncton, N. B.. where Mr. Tayloris 0
be stationed as I'raflic Superintendent. The
(flices of the Railway Department in this cil_y
will shortly be removed to Moncton, which i
to be the railway Leadquarters for Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, Halfax becoming an or-
dinary station. Mr. David Pottinger, at pre-
bsent cashier in the general office, will be ap-
pointed Station Master at Halifax at a salary
of #1200 per annum. Mr. Arthur Busby, at
preseut in the freight office will be Station
Master at Truro—probably at the same salary
as Mr. Pottinger. These changes bave not
been cfficially announced but they are likely
to be coriect.— Chron.

8ap Deati.—ThLe Kentville ¢ Star ™ 1¢ports
that Judah Wells, an old resicent of East
Cornwallis, left home on Saturday the 19th
inst., (his birthday) to visit some iriends.
The afternoon proved stormy and he did not
reach home, but no coacern was felt, nor was
he looked after by any of the family, as they
thought he would stay with some rel tive. The
next morning (Sunday 20ih) be was discovered
about a mile and a balt from his residence, ly-
ing dead by the roadside, where Le had fallen
and died, apparently. from exbaustion, and the
effect of an-ailment of the abdomsen irritated by
walking and exposure in the storm, on ks
return. e had wallked about five mi'es trom
bome and back a%a'm to where he was found.

In a previous mimber we intimated that the
Wesleyans of Bedeque bad determined to erect
a Parsonage in the vicinity of Centerville. lvn
order to provide tunds for that purpose a Sock
al tea was held in the Temperance Llall, on
Tuesdav evening last, which was nemerously
attended by the membefs of the charch and
and their families.  Atter the good things pro-
vided by the ladies bad received ample attes-
tion, the Rev. J. S Phinney was calied to ?lw
Chbair, and the real business of the meeting
commenc: d, preceeded by singing and prayer,
The Chairman referred to the previous meebs
ings of the Building Committee and the pro-
gress of the matter. The Hon. W. G. Stroag
spoke in relation to the estimated cost of the
building and the method proposed for raising
the necessary funds. A subscription list was
then opened, and in a short time the l.:m'bum‘
sum of (£715) seven bundred and fiteed
pounds was promised. The Chairan and the
Rev. J. C. Berrie, complimegied the friends
on their liberality, and a vote ol thanks having
been rendercd to the ladies for their excelleat
tea, the proceedings terminated.

Temprerary  Svspensioy or Wouk 0¥
THE ST. PavrLaxp Paciric Bioaxcines —We
have refrained from alluding to the tact that or
ders have been issued for the temporary sus
pension ot work on the branch li & of the St.
Paul and Pacific, tor ths reasrr that tor th?
last day or two the President of that Compaay.
Mr. Bécker, was in bLourly expectation of
receiving advices from [ icope which would
malie such aa announcement premature. ¢
was coufidently expected yesterday that the
order for this temporary discontinpance &
the work on these roads would be n'\'uk‘f"'
but as we bave not been advised betore going
to press that this bas buen done, We ol
see no further i

their hands as that o1 the older seas has

p

reason  for p.)upo'"“‘ 3
the anpouncement that the work or

) these
roads . has been discontinued, prOb‘-’?‘J

The com= -

for ¢
to
pired
diffe
gi\\ L
as w
wor
uode
.f:"h
a8 lC
bond
this
mor
T
be
ghall
ol n
the ¥
bletl
somx
Bed

son

ng
each
difficy
Pacih
with §
of co
rate
St M
about
i that t
who
ii‘\l L]
te st
thous
'v!l'll‘
boud
indivy
Gy
PITI
ol
dav,
De
vala
stons
on th
Railr
miles
ted t
to w
Y ellc
is bed
Acq
srs. |
that 1
pin ©
make
— St
A«
the .
a He
was |
ot Ca
'\'l':‘lﬂ
It w
wall,
secur
Fo
dead
Corn
ed to
as th
about
who
Barrs
time
no ch
Corod
. alter
unti)
den ¢
Journ
ng
the d
natiof
e\
to his
are u
ciden
Thd
to ¢
whicl
withs
sum t
dast y

Lo
that |
Treque
Kotiay
ol (s

N
M‘m-p
\'url\

Th

- burn

It
day,

Thy
nm-ul
ed Ja

Ni
Jared
.nluuk
\n-ll.

The
ly in

Jo
trial,

Int
loss o
and ¢
ed,

Lo
l’"pvu
of the
taily
lun I¢]

Lo
peror
ol the
b'\ th
say g,
and g
luss)
repud
clhary
a vie

peror
da [
tatior

ing ca
of par
the pe
P
moru
and o
Lalf a
conte
Zie ar
at fou
l,‘)
morn;
Asser
lite,
Creaty
Ny
are
e
aAnce,
In
Tungay
Ng
amal,
wreg
lives
Waiiiy
Lo
and
ago,
Char,
Tiea
ther|
ot Jg
Ny




