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THE SESSION.—As your corres-
nt writes, the debate on the
and Trunk Pacific Bill goes on, or
aﬁm «“drags its lengthening chain™
ong. It is mow fallen into the
ugh of monotony and the members
and the public have already com-
menced to grow weary of it. Ilow-
ever, a vote will likely be reached Le-
fore these lines are read in print, and
not be much left,
apart from the budget, to dispose of.
The private legislation s rushing
through. The Senate met on Wed-
nesday and found a dozen bills ready
for the consideration of that House.
Of the 105 Bills of which notice has
been given, the 35 most important
are now introduced. All the others
are not of a character to cause any
delay. Hence we may fairly  con-
clude that the 24th May or 1st
June at latest will sce prorogation.
For lack of political news we will
turn to some other topics of inter-
est at the Capital.
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IN THE CHURCHES —On Sun-
day last in the various Catholic
Churches of the city it was announc-
ed, at each Mass, that the quarterly
general meeting of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society will be held’ in St.
Patrick’s Church basement next Sun-
day aftermfoon. The different confer-
ences will receive Holy Communion in
their respective Churches in the mor-

ning. It is a very pleasing fact to
know that the St. Vincent de Paul
cess. It would be astonishing to
cess. Tt would be gstonishing to

learn all the good tffat is done by its
members, and the vast amount of
suffering that is forestalled and pre-

vented.

On last Sunday seventy-five mem-
bers of Division No. 2, A.0.H,, at-
tended eight o’clocls Mass at St. Jo-
seph’s Church and received - . Holy
Communion—this was the Easter
duty performed in a body. It might
be pointed out that while each indi-
wvidual had, on Easter Sunday, or
some day previous, performed his
Easter duty, this general communion
was a kind of performance of the
Easter duty as a body.

On Thursday, at eight o’clock, a
solemn requiem Mass was sung in
8t. Joseph’s Church for the repose
of the soul of the late Mrs. Michael
Harrington, one of Ottawa’s hest
%known ladies of charity and of religi
ous fervor. The Mass was requested
by the archcoufraternity of the Liv-
ing Rosary, of which she was a
member of very long standing.

- . .

His Excellency Monsignor Soarretti
said the seven o'clock Mass on Sun-
day at the Water Street Convent. Ie
was accompanied by Rev. Dr. Sinnott
the secretary to the Apostolic Dele-
gation. TIn the afternoon, at four
o'clocls, His Excellency visited the
convent of the Sisters of Notre Dame
on Gloucester street. Addresses were
presented in English and French, to
both of which he replied. In the
English language he addressed the
pupils at considerable length on the

“New Woman."” He pointed out to
them how they should meet her re-
quirements, and he held out to them
the example of the ‘‘strong woman'’
of the Scripture—Judith—and also
the Blessed Virgin; and in conclusion
he bestowed on all the pupils his
Apostolic blessing. Beautiful bou-~
quets were presented to him, and be-
fore loaving the hall he spoke to and
blessed each of the little tots, who,
dressed in white, forned a semi-
circle in front of the dais on, which
he had been seated. Proceeding to
the Chapel, His Excellency d

think, ] hen you constitute , a
Senate academically of these three,
you have the Catholics in a perman-
ont and hopeless minority of one ‘or
‘two. Perhaps that view may throw
some light on the exclusion of Cork.

With regard to the exclusively aca~
demic government of the university
and college, T would ask what is the
necessity of it ? In Wales they es-
tablished very recently a national uni-

r from Sir Oliver Lodge,

agreeing ‘with each other,
Scriptures, o p

These outspolon utterances have
caused public and private appeals to
be made to the Archbishops of Can-
terbury, but so far no action . has
been taken. The upshot of Canon
Henson's bold declardtion that “‘cur-
rent and generally accepted versions
of Christian truth are becoming in-
A ¢+ M Salant, "l i.

versity, and have given repr ta
tion on the governing body to Urban
and County Councils, and headmas-
ters of schools, and other such local
authorities. Why is it deemed nrces-
sary rigidly to exclude all such in-
fluences from an Irish National Uni-
versity 2 I can see none except that

the vestments and gave the Benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, at-
tended by deacon and subrdeacon.
The “Tantum Ergo"” and the  other
hymns were sung by the pupils of the
choir to instrumental accompaniment
At the conclusion of that ceremony
His Excellency proceeded down  the
main aisle bestowing blessings as

he passed.

In St. Patrick’s Church, at High
Mass, on Sunday, the pastor, Rev.
Father Whelan, preached an eloguent
and forcible sermon on the Resurrec-
tion. He said that as the Risen
Christ had exactly the same DBody
as that which was crucified, having
been identified by the doubting St.
Thomas, so all men when comes the
final judgment. will rise with exactly
the same bodies as they had in this
world, and each one will be recogniz-
ed and will recognize, even casual ac-
quaintances by their physical fea~
tures. The preacher pointed out that
the Church does not allow the theo-
ry set forth by some sects, to the
effect that “‘in the next world allj will
be merged in the one great living
Being, thus becoming part of God.”
This, would be pantheistic and would
rob the individual creature of his in-
dividuality. In fine, the sermon was
a beautiful, logical and perfectly
plain statement of the Church’s
teaching regarding the future life,
both as to our bodies and souls.
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On Tuesday last the Capital put
on again the full robes of winter. Not
less than two and a half inches of
snow fell, and the transformation was
magical but not of that kind of ma-
gic that delights. It certainly  gave
*the Parliament Hill a more session-
like appearance.* It is wonderful how
hard this winter dies; it was a stur-
dy, robust, powerful old winter, and
it seems to have conserved its great
vigor right to the end. One thing,
however, has been mnoticed lacking
these weeks, and that is the social
functions at Rideau Hallf The acci-
dent to Lady Minto, who some two
weeks ago fractured her leg in two
places while skating, and’ the fire
that played havec at Rideau Hall
last week, contributed to put a check
on the usual festivities at this sea-
son. On the other hand, consider-
able activity is going on in Frerch-
Canadian circles, since it has been
decided to erect here g ‘‘Monument

National.”’ It is expected that the
edifice will cost $30,000. On the
1st May His Grace Archbishop Du-

hamel will lay the corner stone of
the new Ottawa University. The oc-
casion will be one of great rejoicing
and celebration.

THE ISH UNIVERSITY

From a multitude of standpoints
an
Irish University been treated, and
it would almost seem as if it had
but still another

by the Bishop of Limerick. The Frec-
man’s Jaurnal had quoted a pasto-
ral letter of His Lordship as being in
“sapport of the Dunraven scheme, and
the Bishop recalls that the Dastoral
of 1891 called for a college conduct-
i on purely Catholic principles and
‘then he proceeds to point out  the
jections to Lord Dunraven's scheme

The first part of his letter contains
e strong points, especially on the
d of equs ty and fairness, and
at he would not do  to

Catholics.

te that part of the letter tex-

Catholic gentlemen who met in the
Shelbourne hotel a couple of years
ago to launch this scheme, and put a
mark against those who were ever
identified with any Catholic or natio-
nal movement, I think you will find
very few of the kind. They were, for
the most part, that class which hang
around the Castle. Their yiews are
not our views; their ideals areé not
our ideals. They went behind the
back of their Bishops to set this
movement afoot. They are, many of
them, the type of Catholic of whom
the Irish Times wrote lately that
very little provocation would mals:
them renouce the Catholic faith. I

pected, and do suspect these men.
They are anti-Irish and anti-clerical,
if njot anti-Catholic. They want a
Catholic edition of 'frinity College:

P ‘ ble socially, Unionist in poli-
tics, liberal in religion. I want and
Yyou, sir, want something different —
o broad, national Catholic, Irish in-
stitution, which will be living  with

these infl would be predominent
ly Irish and Catholic, and whatever
else the gentlemen who are behind the
scheme desire, it is not to foster sen-
timents of that kind. Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, has no connection with
such outside bodies. It never had.
It has been an alien institution with
no roots in the country. But we
want an institution that will strike
its roots deep into the soil of Ire-
land.

As an educationalist, too, I do not
think it well to condemn Ireland to
one university, and that of the fede-
ral type. There is no precedent as
far as I know for a successful insti-
tution of the kind. It was proposed
to the Scotch universities some years
ago to join in ‘‘a federation,’”’ and
they would not listen to the idea.
The plan has broken down in Victo-
ria University, and I really do. not
see the wisdom of making an experi-
ment of the lind on this poor goun-
try. Then I think it most unfdir to
Trinity College. They have & uni-
versity of the very highest type. U
it were a Catholic university, not
£10,000 a year, nor all the money
in the Treasury, would induce me to
surrender my charter, and break with
my history, give up my status and
go into a federation with two colleges
one of them a Queen's College and
another in nubibus. Well, what I
would not accept as a Catholic, I
am not going to force on my Protes-
tant fellow countrymen. I shall do
my best for ourselves, but I ghiall try
to do so, as long as I can, without
hurting the interests or wounding the
feelings of any section of my fellow
countrymen. But if Trinity College
or its friends takes up the position
that they will not admit a Catholic
College into Dublin University; and
will equally oppose a university -ior
a college in another university for

Catholics, they must only bldme
themselves if trouble somes upon
them."’

————————

THE BIBLE CRITICIZED

(By a Regular Contributor.)

We have long contended that, as
the fundamental principte of Protest-
antism, which is individual interpre-
tation, is of itself false and illogical,
it would eventually end in having the
Secriptures ignored, discarded and ri-
diculeds It is even now evident that
this is becoming the result of such
emancipation from all authority in
matters of faith and revelation. Ca~
non Henson, one of the chief dignita-
ries of Westminster Abbey, and a se-
lect preacher both at Oxford and
Cambridge Universities, has raised a
fearful storm of criticism by am arti-
cle in the Contemporary Review, in
which he has predicted g very gues-
tionable future for the Bible. Letters,
interviews and resolutions by Church
and lay bodies denouncing Canon Hen-~
son; have poured in from all sides, In
addition to this, we have Sir Oliver
Leodge, a great sclentist, who comes
out with an article entitled ‘‘Suggos-
tions towards the re-interpretation of
the Christian doctrine.” Between all
these it would seem that eventually
the Catholic Church, which has so
long been accused of being the emamy~
of the Bible. will have to repeat what
she did in the Middle Ages, and once
more save the Holy Scriptures from
being entirely wiped out by those
who have claimed so long to depend
entirely upon them for otheir salva~
tion. 3 i

.Canon Henson finds little in  the
New Testament to offend reason or |
conscience, “but,’’ he says, ‘‘whether
much or little it will have to go the
way of the Old Testament prodigies

q
awaited with keen interest, says a
large = London publication; and we
do not doubt it. We would be sur-
prised if it were otherwise. , But
what is the strangest part of all, is
the uncertainty, the doubt, the wa-
vering. Even though the Archbishop
of Canterbury were to say that Ca-
non Henson is wrong, what authori-
ty has he for so saying, or how
can he oblige others to accept his
opinion as being of superfor worth
to that of Canon Henson ? Has not
Canon Henson just as good a right
as the Archbishop of Canterbury to
interpret the Bible after his own
fashion and according to his own
lights ? It is merely a question - of
individual interpretation, and that is
the basis of their common Prolest-
antism., There is where the whole
system comes to a crash, and in
that does it stand out in contradis-
tinction to the unity and authority
of Catholicity. There would be no
uncertain sound on any such subject
if the Infallible Head of the Catho-
lic Churech were appealed to. In fact
there would be no anxiety as to
what his decision would be, for,
knowing the tenets and principles of
our faith, we are very certain of
the nature of his judgment.
is that in every case, union and cer-
tainty abide with the Church, while

confusion and doubt reign outside
her fold.
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All that is as the coming months
will show. Russians who never ex-
pected great things from their fleet
will not have it that their army can
fail. To guestions as to its ability
to cope with the most modern fire-
arms—the great length of range, the
flat trajectory of the bullet awe the
smokeless powder—they answer al-
ways that numbers, bravery and en-
durance are bound to prevail. N

Beyond this general assertiom they
have little material to go upon. The
high average of physique is uungues-
tioned. None of the Furopean con-
scripts armies shows such chest de-
velopment and such serviceable feet
for marching. It 1§ not contemded
that this is a national superiority,
but the enormous population'ennbles
the Government to give exemption
for mere family reasons to more than
hallf the young men each year as they
are due for conscription.

An official handbook, which is now
out of print although it is only eight
years old, gives the most reliable in-
formation on RusSlam army organiza-
tion. The Czar had it edited in
English by the ‘‘Chancerysof the
Committee of Ministers’’ for his new-
ly married Empress, who campot read
Russian., It deals with all the in-
stitutions of the country. Under the
head ‘“‘Military Service,’”” which be-
came compulsory in 1874, it states:

' “All the male population capable
of service, from the of 21 ' to
48, enter into the composition of the
armed forces of the State. Some,
however, belong to the regulae per-
manent troops, while others are coun-
ted as militia, opoltchenie, and are

called out only in time of war, and
then principally for wervice in  the
rear of the regular army. The gene-

ral term of service in the regular
army is eighteen years, four of which
are passed with the colors, and four-
teen in the reserves.

minished in proportion to education,
the shortest term being one year.
There are in Russia a gfeat many ex-
ceptions to’the rule of obligatory ser-
vice, as the full number of conscripts

‘severe blows at the publﬁ;'wo:ol the |

Thus it

“The, term of active service is  di- |

term of the Criminal Court opened
on Monday, the 1ith instant, Hom.
Judge Bosse presiding, The docket
is a very light one, there being but
six cases to be tried, the most seri-
ous of which is that of Richard Mur-
ray, for manslaughter. This case
was transferred from Bonaventure to
Quebec. As there has been 'no term
of the Court since last April, the
small number of cases speaks well for
the morn.li'ty of the city. The Crown
prosecutors are Hessrs, A. Malouin,
K.C., M.P., and J. Dunbar, K.C.

SALE OF LIQUOR. —The Munici-
pal Council of Limoilou, which em-
braces quite a large territory, at its
last meeting decided to abolish all
tavern licenses in that munietpality.
The members of the Council have been
led to, take this action from the fact
that much disorder has occurred from
the abuse of intoxicating liguor. Two
licenses have been granted to grocers,
which the Council deemed sufficient.

STILL OUT. — The painters are
still on strile and no advances to-
ward a settlement have been made by
either side. It looks as if the em-
ployers could not hold out much
longer, as many of the men have
found employment doing jobbing on
their own account.

PRIZE FIGHTING. — Notwith-
standinlg the fact that prize fighting
is strictly prohibited by law, it has
been tolerated in this oity for some
time past under the guise of boxing
bouts. On Wednesday evening, the
6th instant, another of these fights
occurred between Geo. Wagner and
Louis Drolet, which had a fatal ter-
mination. In the sixteenth wound
Drolet received a knock-out blow, and
despite the efforts of physicians to
revive him, he never regained cons-
ciousness and expired early next mor-
ning. He leaves a widow and two
small children in poor circumstances.
These fights were attended by num-
bers of young man, many of them
still in their teens, upon whom they
must have a dectdedly evil influ-
ence. How they were allowed to
take place under the very eyes of the
authorities many .are at a loss to
know. It is earnestly to be hoped
that the regretable termination of
Wednesday night's fight will put an
end to the so-called sport, and that
Quebecers have seen the last of a
practice which it is difficult to cha-
racterize as it deserves. "

DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENT.—
St. Patrick’'s Amateru Dramatic Club
will repeat “Fag a Bealac'’ on the
15th inst, This beautiful drama was
last presented on St. Patrick’s night
to a crowded house, and the proceeds
of the present entertainment are to
be devoted to a charitable purpose,
and it is expected the hall will again
be packed.

CRIMINAL COURT.— The spring |
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UNITED IRISH LEAGUE
meeting of the Quebec branch of uﬁ
Un.lM I.rllll League was held in Wal-
lace College on Sunday afternoon for
the election of officers and the trans-
action of other important businesg
The newly-elected officers are ag {01:
lows :

President—M. J. Ahern,

1st Vice-President—J. J, O’Flaher-
ty: .
2nd Vice-President—M, Monaghan,

’I“reasurer-—.l. M. Collier,

Secretary—J. W. M. Wallace.

Committee—F. Carbray, Ww. .
Breen, J. Gallagher, J. W, McDer-
mott, P. Evoy, D. Coveney, P. Ho-
gan, J. A, Collier, P. W. Brown.

Several stirring addresses were de-
livered, and much enthusiasm mani-
fested. It is the Intention of the
League to invite Mr. Connor O'Kelly
M.P. for North Mayo, to visit the
Ancient Capital while on his
of Canada. Strenuous efforts wi]
be made to boom the Yeague m this
city, and to this the newly electod of-
ficers are pledged.

tour

CLERICAL RETREATS. —The reo-
treats for the clergy of the Diocese of
Quebec will be preached by the Very
Rev. Father Le Dore, Superior of

the Order of Eudistes. The first of
these retreats will take place from
the 81st July to the 6th August,

and the second from the 15th to the
20th August.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY —The
ceremonies attending the fiftieth an-
niversary of the arrival of the Oblat
Fathers to the St. Sauveur Church,
will commence on the evening of the
20th inst. There will be devotions
in the Church for young ladies, when
a sermon will be preached by Rev.
Abbe Faucher, of the Basilica. At
7.15 p.m. on the 21st there will bLe
religious exercises for men and a
sermon by Rev. Abbe Morrissette of
S8t. Jean Baptiste Church. Friday
evening at the same hour there will
be devotions for married ladies and
sermon by Rev, Abbe Roy, Cure of
Notre Dame de Jacques Cartier. Mgr.
Marois, V.G., will be the celebrant of
the solemn Grand mass on Sunday,
the 24th, and Rev. A. Gauvreau, of
St. Roch, will be the preacher. After
Mass there will be a banquet at the
presbytery, and in the evening So-
lemn Benediction and presentation of
addresses. On the 25th there will
be Grand Mass at 9 o’clock for the
children and sermon by Rgv. Abbe
Bouffard, Cure of St. Malo, after
which there will be a banquet at the
presbytery. A Requiem Mass will be
celebrated on the 26th for all bene-
factors, of the Church for the past
fifty years, and a sermon preached by
Rev. P. J. Lefebvre, Provincial of
the Oblat Order in the United States.
In the afternoon the pupils of the
convent will hold a reception, which
will bring the ceremonies to a close.

this reason about 290,000 conscripts
are made free of military service
every year. In the next place, the
privilege is granted for domestic rea-
sons; as, for instance, in the case of
an only son of a family, or an eldest
son assisting his father when = his
brothers are not ready for work.
Medical men, clergymen, dispensing
chemists, teachers, etc., are at once
included in the reserves for eighteen
“years. 'The remainder of the super-
fluous conscripts are exempted by
drawing lots. Out of the yearly con~
tingent of 265,000 men, about 6000
are placed in the navy. :

As transportation is Russia’s hard-
est problem in this war, she will have|

whose permanent homes are on her
castern frontiers, This means that

afforded by the whole population is
not necessary to complete the cadres
in' time of peace. For mstance, the

peace footing represents about 900,
oogglgn.calud,ontforlbur years;

conseq '

tly 226,000 conscripts ere
required annuaily, but in view  of
“komp up |

£

cadres of the Russtan army on & |9

will be put to the first.

‘infantry battalions,

to make the fullest use of the men |/

also governs the local civil adminsi-
tration. It is akin to the Transvaal
field cornet, who was county coroner
and Magistrate in peace. time, and lo-
cal enlisting officer and Colon2 when
there was war.

In time of war the various Cossack
populations furnish 146 cavalry re-
giments, 89 separate squadrons, 29&
88 horse artil-
lery batteries representing e regula-
tion total of 176,000 rank and file.
In peace only onme-third of these are
in service, the rest are exempted.

Kouropatkin, though actually com”
manding in the fleld, remains Minister
of War. His office here is filled by &
locum tenens. This gives him an ab-
solutely free hand, but it does ot
w that it will improve the work-
of the military bureaucratic de-
ments. e handbook ld;
’ [
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