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Trunk infants by the clever Laurier Govern-
ment, will turn baek its own pages it will. find
that at the time referred to those with whom
it cordially co-operated in the field of polities
represented that the contract was a rich bon-
- anza, flung into the hands of the Grand Trunk
Company by a too generous Government, and
on that ground chiefly the scheme was oppos-
ed. The truth is that the contract was care-
fully drawn and satisfactory to both sides. It
was certainly not too generous to the Grand
Trunk. While it provided a liberal assistance
jt also bound the company to conditions, made
in the public interest, which were more than
usually severe. The enterprise suffered heav-
ily from the sad death of its couragecous or-
ganizer, Charles M. Ilays, and suffered further
from the financial depression which arose, and
later still from the closing, in consequence of
1he war, of the money markets on which it had
always relied to supply the funds necessary for
its operations, Bui for these difficulties the
great enterprise into which it 8o bravely put
ity cash, its eredit and its encrgies would prob-
ably have proved reasonably successful. By
all means, let the old Grand I'runk be treated
generously.  But let nobody plead any baby
act for its benefit.

Canada and the West

Indies

NCE m a while the interesting proposal
is made by some writer or speaker that
the British West Iudia islands should be an-
nexed to Canada. 1t is received with more or
less of pasging favor. Canada is feeling her
jmportance, and the idea that other parts of
the Empire desire to unite with us is flat-
fering.  Whether, after [nll discussion, either
side would really desive the union is by no
means clear.  1f there is atiractiveness in the
Fivst view of the proposal, there are difficul-
ties whiel appear on a more carvetul inquiry.,
A few days ago, before the (fanadian Club at
Halitax, an address on this subject was de-
livered by Judge Rowan-Ilamilton, of the
Supreme Court of the Leeward Islands, who in
the very strongest ferms :u]\'(wu.rt'(l the union,
He is thus reported -

“Touching on the future of the West
Indies, Judge Rowan-amilton said that
«'¢ DBritish West Indies had no tuture in
the British Empive unless union with Can-
ada was considered, and, it this does not
rome, ultimately there must be a union
with the United States.

“The officials of the Colonial Office
govern the islands, and each of them is a
petfy kingdom. Kach has its own regu-
lations and its own adminisiraticn. There
will be no future for them in the Empire
unless there is a union with Canada. Ile
asked if the Canadian people were prepar-
rd for this union and were willing to pay
the price to take in those produetive is-
Jands. Tt (‘anada does not, eventually the
I'nited States will.”

It would appear from (he Judge’s remarks
that the present form of governwment of the is-
land colonies is objectionable, and a fair in-
ference seems to be that it is to get rid of that
system that the union with Canada is advocat-
ed. There is room for doubt, however, if any
very material change in tho system of govern-
ment eould be effected by a union with either
Canada or the U'nited States. T anybody has

received the impression that the_ condition of
these islands is such as would allow their peo-
ple to be brought into a ecommon citizenship
with the Clanadians, he will do well to give the
subject a more careful study. If each of the
islands is governed as ‘‘a petty kingdom,”’ it
is because that kind of government seems to
have been Dbest adapted to the situation. A
union of the islands under one government, or
even under something like a federal system,
would have much to recommend it, but even
that has not hitherto found much favor among
the islanders. It isguafe to say that if the
condition of the various islands admitted of the
establishing of such a self-governing system as
exists in the Dominion of Canada, the Imperial
Government would gladly grant such powers,
instead of adhering to the Crown Colony sys-
tem. It cannot be the desire of the British
authorities to keep the islands in leading
strings longer than is necessary. It is the well-
established poliey of the British Colonial Office
to grant the right of self-government to every
colony that is in a position to undertake the
responsibilities of such a system. The truth is
that the islands are not in that position, and
if they were to become a part of Canada or
the United States, while some change in their
laws might take place, it is probable that
they  would still have to be governed un-
der something like the present system. Wheth-
er the islanders would find move satisfaction
in receiving rulers from Ottawa or Washing-
ton than from London niay well be doubted.
British rule over the island is, on the whole, a
just and wholesome rule. Grievances of the
people against the Colonial Office in London
are rare in these times. There is no reason
to suppose that either Canadian or American
rule would be any better. The mass of the
inhabitants, it must be remembered, are not of
the white race. A handful of white men from
the old country have heen remarkably success-
ful in guiding and directing West Indian af-
fairs, and in enlisting the sympathy and co-
operation of the native races, who are given as
large a share in the business of government as
circumstances permit. That better men could
be sent out from Ottawa or Washington to dis-
charge these duties is doubtful.

Pleasing though the idea may seem to many,
it iy very questionable whether any scheme of
union with Canada could be devised that would
be regarded by either side as desirable. There
are, however, many reasous to favor closer re-
lations with the West India islands. There is
a natural interchange of products of the two
countries, which might be enlarged. The peo-
ple of the islands are consumers of the things
we produce in our northern land. The islands
are producers of numerous articles which find
a rcady market in Canada. Except in its re-
lation to the raising of revenue, there is no
reason why there need be any tariff betwecn
the two eountries. It may not be generally
known now that a few years ago there was
almost a ecommercial union between Canada
and Trinidad, one of the most important of the
‘West India islands. At a time when the
Trinidad authorities were anxious to cxtend
iheir trade, a mission came from the islands
10 ihe United States and Canada. The dele-
cates, after spending some time in the States,
came to Ottawa, where the (Clanadian Govern-
ment cntered into an agreement with them
whieh provided for free trade between Trini-
dad and Canada. When the delegates return-
ed to Trinidad the Governor held that they
had exceeded their powers and that they were
in honor bound to await further developments
at Washington before making an arrangement
with Canada. The Canadian agreement was
therefore not ratified, The Trinidad folks

then waited for action at Washington, but no-
thing came of -the negotiations in that quar-
ter. .

If the authorities of the several West India
islands are disposed to do so, doubtless they
could now make favorable commercial arrange-
ments with Canada. The broader scheme pro-
posed by Judge Rowan-Hamilton would seem
to be more difficult, but, of course, any pro-
posal of the kind emanating from the West In-
dian governments would be received in Canada
with much interest and would be fully inquir-
ed into.

Women i1n Industry

N a previous issue we drew attention to
what we thought would be one of the in-
dustrial problems likely to arise at the close
of the war—the great extent of the oecupations
in which women are now being employed and
the probability that many of these women will
endeavor to retain their positions when the
men coming back from the battlefield will ex-
pect to take up their former engagements in
civil life. We note that this question was dis-
cussed last week in an address delivered in
Boston by the distinguished Arehbishop of
York, who has come out from England to
speak to the people on this side of the ocean
on matters of ecommon concern to Great Bri-
tain and her American ally. Ilis Grace does
not think there will be any difficulty on the
question of the women’s employment. ‘‘Many
of them,”” he says, ‘‘have entered industry to
do their bit and will be glad to return to their
homes.”” There is no. doubt that what . His
Grace says respeéting many of the women is
quite correet, but it does not follow that there
will be no serious problem as respects the
others. Many women who have entered in-
dustry have done so chiefly from a patriotic
desire to help the cause.” Those whose circum-
stances make them indifferent to matters of
money will naturally be ready to return to
their own homes when their services are no
longer needed in factory or office. But many
of the women who did not enter industrial life
b}:cause of need of money, as their parents
were able {0 provide for their wants, have
learned the value of the independence which
their earnings have brought them, and will on
that account be disposed to continue their
work. In many other cases women will wish
to remain in industrial life because their earn-

ings are really required in the economy of their
homes, where a standard of comfort has been
created which perhaps did not exist before, .
and which they will be rcluctant to change.

The question was lately discussed by Mr.
Gordon Selfridge, the head of a great depart-
mental store in London, and a large employer
of labor. Mr. Selfridge is an American, trained
in the great Chicago store of Marshall Field
& Co., who since lig entry into business in Eng-
lend has given mueh attention to questions
eoncerning cmploeyment. He has had more
than ordinary opportunities of closely observ-
ing the .part women have been taking in busi-
ness and industrial life. His judgment is
that a great many of the women whe have
entered the factories, shops or offices will -de-
sire to remain in the work after the war, and
that their services are proving so satisfactory
that the employers will not desire a change.
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