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MATTERS OF MOMENT
The Congress of Charities—Tribute 

to Catholic Students—Missions 
for the Colored Race.

The Canadian Conference of Chari­
ties atld Corrections is holding its 
sessions yesterday and to-day, with­
in the historic walls of our Normal 
School. While the greater number of 
those in attendance are directly in­
terested, their discussions and judg­
ments will be far-reaching, and many 
doubtless will profit by tb~ results of 
the gathering. Some of the ques­
tions discussed are the care of the 
feeble-minded, the question of prison 
reform, the cause of poverty, how to 
prevent poverty and how to relieve 
it — all are beiiig treated. The 
last phase, that is how poverty may 
be succored, is to be the subject of 
to-night’s session, and among the 
principal speakers will be Rev. Fa­
ther Minehan. Perhaps nothing that 
could be brought under notice would 
be of more moment than this. Al­
though the pinch of poverty has not 
yet been felt this season with the 
same grip as that of last year, it 
would be optimism gone mad to sup­
pose its presence will not be felt ere 
long. All the big cities are feeling 
it. London already has an unem­
ployed population of 750,bCO, the oth­
er centres of the world have a lesser 
proportion, and Toronto has a suffi­
cient number to act as a warning to­
wards preparation. For these rea­
sons the work of the Congress of 
Charities as a whole and the subject 
of Father Minehan’s address, are mat­
ters of most timely interest.

• • •

Through the means of the very 
small medium of a one-cent stamp, 
the National Sanitarium Association 
of the Muskoka Free Hospital for 
Consumptives are trying to extend 
their influence in the way of sertir 
ing maintenance for poor patients ani 
in carrying on to a successful fin­
ish, the light they are waging against 
the dreaded White Plague. 1 he idea 
of the stamps comes from away-ofl 
Denmark, where their annual sale has 
built and financed an hospital for con­
sumptives and all this in the space of 
four years. The idea was 
tried in Delew are, and in less 
than three weeks over 400,000 
were circulated. The stamps are 
sold in books costing from ten cents 
up, and every stamp whrn placed on 
a letter next to the regulation post­
age stamp, signifies that the sender is 
helping on the good work of assist­
ing the victims of the White Hague, 
and is also carrying the message for 
assistance to others. The records of 
the work show that since the in 
ception of the Hospital, over seven­
ty Catholics have been treated. Thus 
for both general and special reasons 
the little one-cent medium ought to 
be popular in our mail bags during 
the Christmas season.

• * •

The last issue of the Dominion 
Presbyterian, takes in hand to com­
ment upon things of which it is en­
tirely ignorant, and in doing this it 
puts" itself in the same category 
with thousands of others, who rush in 
where “angels fear to tread"; it 
simply makes itself ridiculous. Com­
menting on an item of news sup­
plied them by one of the same ilk, 1 
our Presbyterian neighbor speaks of 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart in 
this wise: “A contemporary notes 
that Pope Pius X. has put a check 
to that ‘adoration of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus,' which has become 
little less than a gross form of idola­
try among a vast multitude jpf Eu­
ropean Roman Catholics. So this 
is what the Dominion Presbyterian 
thinks about us' We must acknow­
ledge that the information comes to 
us in the way of a surprise, for we 
had given our Presbyterian contem­
porary eredit for possessing more 
acumen and dignity than is evidenced 
bv the above. We had somehow 
formed the idea that the Dominion 
Presbyterian was free from the ignor­
ance that would accuse the largest 
body of Christians that the world 
contains of being addicted to “a 
gross form of idolatry.1’ Life, how­
ever, is full of surprises and this is 
only one of the many that daily 
confront us. Needless to say that 
any story that would accuse His 
Holiness, Pope Pius X., of doing 
anything to lessen the now world- 
spread devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
has its origin only in the minds of 
those to whom fabrications against 
the Church come easily.

• • •
Commenting upon certain disgrace­

ful riots indulged in by freshmen and 
sophomores of Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, the editor of Dumb Abîmais 
asks, “Why do we never hear or read 
of these doings in Catholic colleges 
or schools’” This is a tribute to 
our education and teaching, and it is 
a tribute well deserved Escapades, 
such as seem to be part of- the men­
tal and manual equipment of almost 
every non-Catholic institution of 
standing as amongst those of higher 
education, are altogether unknown to 
our Catholic educational centres. The 
answer to the question asked by 
Dumb Animals, would seem to be 
that in Catholic schools the mean­
ing of discipline is properly un­
derstood Our students conduct 
themselves as gentlemen because they , 
appreciate the fact that the only 
true training is that which places 
self-government first. The man or 
youth yho is a stranger to self-con­
trol will never make a leade- of oth­
ers. Above all the Catholic stu­
dent is taught that certain things are : 
to he observed because there is a mat­
ter of right and wrong involved. The 
person, property or character of an- ! 
other are to be regarded as sarred 
things, and to injure any one of these 
even in the p; Jcess of what some 
might deem a joke, is considered out­
side of propriety and decorum. In i

short, the answer to the question 
is found in the differences in tiaining. 
The Catholic college gives an all­
round education. The non-Catholic 
college gives a one-sided development. 
In the pursuit of the material, the 
religious aud aesthetic are forgotten. 
The results are what we see.

With the horrors of the late wreck 
in our eyes and ears as described by 
the daily press, it is hard to think 
of anything save the pain and grief 
of the living and the unspeakable 
agony of those now dead. Dut 
midst all the appalling sights and 
sounds with which the recital is 
filled, one lesson seems to overwhelm 
the rest and that is the iudifierence 
to human life, an indifference which 
every day grows more and more pro­
nounced. Scarcely a day passes 
without a warning that for the mo­
ment seem to paralyze the very blood 
in our veins. A few hours more and 
the accident is forgotten. The effects 
of the lesson are passed and the care­
lessness and indifference to life, for 
which Canada as part of America, is 
now noted, reasserts themselves, 
and something appalling again 
occurs. People take chances. 
Time is too precious to wait 
to find out that things ate 
safe. We take a risk and death, de­
struction and desolation follow. Valu­
able property is destroyed, brave men 
are done to death and the women and 
the little children are left to mourn 
and weep, and all because we have 
no time to investigate. There should 
he always time when human life is at 
stake, but this is something which 
as a people we do not as yet realize.

In line with the missionary move­
ment. which at present is making it­
self everywhere felt, is that of spe­
cial provision for the people of the 
colored rate, the movement having its 
centre in Baltimore, the home of Am­
erica's Cardinal. The project as 
now set forth, is, to stimulate in­
terest in the work of providing color­
ed priests for the colored people. An 
organization for this special work, 
to which the name St. Benedict’s In­
dustrial and Missionary Association 
has been given, is now launched on 
the line of this particular missionary j 
activity, and m its circular k er 
detailing its aims and needs, it savs: 
“In all countries and among all peo­
ple for ag.s, the Church has followed 
the practice of ordaining native 
priests for the natives of each par­
ticular country and each particular 
people, and in the United States each 
race of the vast aggregation of races 
which help to form this nat ion, has 
priests of its own except the colored 
people.” At present there are hut 
four colored priests on the American 
continent, and remembering the manv 
thousands oi this susceptible race, 
found in different parts of the coun­
try, it is easy to see that the work 
of the St. Benedict Association is 
somewhat colossal in its nature

The question of special provision 
for the children of the colored race as 
a question of wavs and means, is ope 
that touches Canada only remotely, 
but for the reason that the salvation 
of souls is always and everywhere 
matter for serious thought, the news 
of the Baltimore movement is oi gen­
eral interest Viewing the question 
of the wholesale gathering in of those 
once unfortanates of the South, from 
the point of probabilities, it would 

l seem that no more encouraging field 
offers than that of colored missions. 
With the faculty for veneration and 
worship a prominent factor of their 
constitutional make-up and possessing 
a nature at once impressionable and 
emotional, it would seem that the 
colored race are by their very na- 

! ture, receptive soil for the doctrines 
and artistic setting of the Catholic 
Church. Their well-known and in­
herent love for music, is of itself a 
vehicle that will serve as a powerful 
level to attract them to our holy- 
religion and wherever this is effected, 
education and general progress will 
follow.

Iu a letter to the .Jesuit Fathers, 
at Cauisius College, Buffalo, Father 
Rockliff, who lately set out for Ja­
pan, tells of his arrival at Yokoha­
ma, where the American fleet was 
already in port and where the Arch­
bishop had come to pontificate for the 
American sailors. This recalls an­
other sphere in which missionary ac­
tivity has lately taken renewed root, 
ami the vision of the Catholic Univer­
sity for Japan planned by Boston's 
far-seeing Prelate, comes before one 
through a most delightful vista Com­
paring the Japanese movement with 
that for the colored people, success 

i seems equally as certain, but from 
causes altogether different. The peo­
ple of Japan are, seemingly, neither 
emotional nor inherently religious, 
but they are progressive and intellec­
tual. Their love for education and 
being abreast of the times, will take 
them to our University, and an 
awakened intelligence with opportuni­
ties for right direction, cannot even­
tually but bring them to accept the 
only religion that has infallability 
emblazoned on its pennant by a 
Divine Founder. All these different 

: movements will be watched with 
world-wide interest, for they are all 
part of the great upheaval which in 
its course promises to bring about 
the time, desired by all who have the 
Christian spirit at heart, the time 
when all shall be brought into one 
fold and under one Shepherd, to rest 
in its pasture throughout the re­
maining ages of time.

It has been definitely decided that 
the consecration of Mgr. l.atulippe, 
newly appointed Bishop of the Tcm- 
iskaming District, will take place 
at Pembroke on November 30th. His 
Grace, Archbishop Duhamel, will of­
ficiate and his assistants will be 
Archbishop Scollard of Sault Ste. 
Marie and Bishop Lorrain of Pem­
broke. It is likely that many clergy­
men from Ottawa will be in attend­
ance at the first ceremony in the new­
ly established bishopric.
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Sermon of Most Reverend Archbishop 
Fergus Patrick McEvay.

Delivered in Holy Name Cathedral, Chi­
cago, on Sunday Evening, Nov. 15th, *08

“The harvest is great, but the la-, 
borers are few. Pray ye, therefore, 
the Lord of the Harvest, that He 
send laborers into His harvest.” St. 
Luke, Chap, x., v. 2.

Your Excellency, Most Rev. Arch­
bishops and Bishops; Very Rev. „ad 
Rev. Fathers, and l tear Brethren:

The Missionary spirit in the Ca­
tholic Church began with the Divine 
Founder oi that Church, the Son of 

. God Himself, whose life was summed 
up by the inspired Evangelist in these 
words: “He went about doing good.’’ 
To continue the good work our Bless­
ed Lord selected the twelve Apostles 
and commanded them to go forth and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He sent the Holy Ghost—the Spirit 
of Truth—not to the world, hut to 
the Church, for He loved the Church 
and delivered Himself up for it, that 
it may be holy and without blemish. 
To assist the Apostles lie appointed 
the seventy-two Disciples and “He 
sent them two and two betore His 
Face into every city and place whi- 

1 ther He Himself was to come." St. 
Paul, the great Apostle of the Gen­
tiles, in his Epistle to the Romans, 
says, “Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of Christ”; and 
again “Without Faith it is impossible 
to please God.” And he further in­
sists that preachers must be sent by 
the proper authority to preach this 
Word of God. "How, then, shall they 
call on Him, in Whom they have not 
believed, or how shall they believe 
Him of Whom they have not heard, 
and how shall they heal without a 
preacher?”

From the days of Pentecost until 
the present time, the Catholic Church 
has ever obeyed the Divine Command 
to go forth and teach all nations, and 
all the nations that have been con­
verted must trace that conversion to 
the missionaries sent forth by the 

' Head of the Church in the See of 
Rome. We read about St. Dionysius 
being sent to France, St. Boniface to 
Germany; St. Augustine to England; 
St. Columbkille to Scotland; St. 
Patrick to Ireland; St. Francis Xa­
vier to Japan, Mlacca and Dundstan.

The first churches, schools and 
charitable institutions in America 
were erected by the Catholic mission­
aries, who, in their poverty and pri­
vations did wonderful things for God. 
To convert the savage tribes, those 

1 missionaries left their homes and 
country and plunged into the wild 
and vast forests of the New World.

, Some, like Father Breboeuf and Lale- 
mant, were put to death by the 

; fierce redmen and died martyrs for 
the Faith, and others, like Pere Mar- 

i quette, died in the lonely forest 
where no brother priest was present 

| to give a parting absolution to his 
; soul, and no Requiem Mass was sung 
| over him, and no relations present 
to mourn and pray around his tomh. 
Brave souls were these early mission­
aries, and their example should not 
be forgotten, for they brought honor 
anil glorv to the Church of God by 
their zealous and heroic lives. And, 
thank God, the heroes and saints 
have not all passed away. They can 
alwa\ s he seen in the Church of God. 
They can he found in all nations and 
in all centuries, for the charity of 
Christ urges them on and they fight 
with weapons that are not carnal, 
and they conquer in the Sign of the 
Cross. Even in the material age in 
which we live, there are many priests 
preaching the Gospel in isolated and 
difficult places—in the deserts of Af'.i-j

v* and the cold regions of Alaska and 
Yukon. Many still have to travel on 
foot or horseback, in canoes or sleds, 
and spend the long, dark nights as 
best they can in the lonely forests 
filled with wild beasts. They have 
not the ordinary necessaries of life, 
and suffer untoid hardships in the 
long and dangerous journeys. Such 
a one is the Venerable Father La- 
come, now attending this Congress. 
He has spent his life in the great 
lone land of the Northwest, and ever 
has been the true friend of the Indian 
and the Half-breed, loving and defend­
ing these tribes, whether Pagan or 
Christian, savage or civilized. These 
missionaries are surrounded generally 
by many enemies and by lew friends, 
but having in their hearts the Spirit 
of Christ, they fear not, for the Mas­
ter whispers to them in ‘.he darkness 
and gloom, as He did long ago to 
the Apostles, “It is I; be not afraid 
lie of good heart.”

But the harvest is so great, anil 
the laborers so few. The Indians, 
the half-breeds, the colored people in 
many places; the careless Catholics , 
the thousands of people coming to 
the New World; the millions of peo­
ple who are non-Catholies, all wait­
ing for some one to preach to them 
the Gospel and to break to them the 
Bread of Life. How true are the 
words of tin* Master to His disciples: 
“Behold, i s..\ to jrov, lift up poor 
eyes and see the countries for they 
are white to harvest. (John, 4 
chap.)

The harvest is givat! The harvest 
is the vast multitude of people hav­
ing immortal souls to be saved—men, 
women and children made in the im­
age and likeness of God, and redeem­
ed by the Blood of Christ, and no one 
to announce to them the joyful tid­
ings of their redemption' Behold,
I say to you, lift up your eyes and 
see the countries. See these vast 
countries of the United States and 
Canada; see the people of all tribes 
and nations and tongues pour into 
the countries. See the tremendous 
material wealth and progress and 
freedom they offer! See the people, 
leaving the old lands to make in the 
New World a home for themselves 
and their children, people who say to 
us, like Ruth of old, “Thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God, 
my God.” Lift up your eyes and see 
these countries. No wonder people 
from all parts come to them. They 
are magnificent countries, those in 
which we live. There are no other 
countries in the world to-day in 
»vhich people have grander oppor­
tunities of doing good than in the 
United States aud Canada. The Ca­
tholic Church is practically free to 
do her work in her own way. The 
children of the Church enjoy liberty, 
which is denied in manv other coun­
tries. God has favored us in many | 
and wonderful ways. He has en­
trusted us with the greatest and 
most glorious of all works, the work 
of extending His kingdom on earth, 
the work of saving immortal souls, 
the work of securing Heaven for the 
children of God.

Not only has lie entrusted us with 
this work, but He has given us the 
means of doing it, and the question 
we shound ask oui selves to-night is 
“shall we rise to the occasion? Shall 
we respond to the will and call of 
God? Shall we prove oui selves at 
once faithful children of Mother 
Church’ Some good People may say 
that thev are not called to be mis- 

(Continued on page 5.)

SUBJECT OF THE HOUR
Opening of the Great Congress— 

Its Work and Scope—Address of 
Boston's Archbishop.

(The Boston Pilot.)
The past week has witnessed in 

Chicago the beginning of a movement 
which is destined to achieve incom­
parable results for the Church in this 
country. The first Missionary Con­
gress held under Catholic auspices in 
this country was opened at Chicago 
last Sunday in the presence of Arch­
bishops, Bishops, mitred abbots and 
priante ,.nd a great number of lay­
men from all parts of the country.

The initiative m tins movement 
was taken by the Church Extension 
Society, a young and flourishing or­
ganization primarily intended to help 
the struggling missions especially in 
the West and South, but which is 
now broadening its scope and inter­
esting as never before Catholics of 
the United States in general mission­
ary work.

The formal opening of the Con­
gress took place in the Cathedral of 
the Holy Name, Chicago, on last 
Sunday with celebration of Pontifical 
High Mass in the presence of the dis­
tinguished visiting prelates and dele­
gates. Archbishop Blenk of New Or­
leans preached the sermon. His Ex­
cellency, the Most Reverend Dio­
mede Falconio, was present to con­
vey the blessing of Pope Pius X. up­
on all those who participated in the 
Congress.

The sessions of the Congress pro­
per began on Sunday in the First 
Regiment Armory. Archbishop Quig­
ley of Chicago presided and delivered 
the address of welcome. He out­
lined the object of the Missionary 
Congress and declared that the event 
marks the change in the Church in 
America from the missionary condi­
tions which had heretofore obtained 
to a full share in the activities of 
the Church. He paid a high tribute 
to the work of the Congrégation of 
the Propaganda, affirming that what­
ever the Catholic Church is in Am­
erica to-day it owes to the Sacred 
Congregation de Propaganda Fide.

Archbishop Falconio also made an 
address at this opening session, in 
which he told of the great interest 
which the Holy Father takes in this 
new phase of work undertaken by the 
Church in America. Hr stirred 
the delegates to a high pitch of en­
thusiasm hv predicting the ultimate 
triumph of Catholicity over her 
enemies.

The follow ing papers were read at 
the morning session: "The Holy 
Childhood Association for the Re­
demption of the Children of infidels,” 
by Rev. John Williams; "The Propa­
gation of the Faith,” by Mous Jos­
eph Freri, of New York; “The Estab­
lishment of Missionary Colleges,” by 
Rev. A. E. Burke, president of the 
Church Extension Society of Canada.

The afternoon session was devoted 
to the discussion of,home missions.

The Very Reverend Francis C. Kel­
ley, president of the Catholic Church 
Extension Society, read a paper on 
Church Extension William H. Ket- 
chum of the Bureau of Indian Mis­
sions, had for his subject “The Cause

was read at this final meeting. The 
Archbishop’s address follows.

SPEECH OF ARCHBISHOP 0 CORNELL
This Catholic Missionary Congress 

called together by the Yo-ing and 
vigorous Church Extension Society, 
marks the opening up of a new era 
in the history of the Church in Am­
erica. It is the concentration of the 
forces of a young giant, no ,* grown 
ro man's estate and conscious of 
power, to meet th; tasks which lie 
at the threshold of another period of 
life.

The spirit behind this movement is 
nothing new, but is as old as the 
Church itself, tracing its root back to 
the historic day when the Pentecostal 
fires generated in human hearts an 
ardent, unquenchable love for the 
truth of Christ and its spread over 
the earth which gradually transform­
ed the ages of unbelief and idolatry 
into the ages of faith and worship.

The record of missionary zeal which 
dates back to Apostolic times, is the 
most lominous in the pages of his­
tory. That consuming tu which was 
caught from Heaven, has been en­
kindled in the breasts of A postlee in 
all ages of the Church and warming 
and inflaming the nations with its 
sacred flame has changed the face of 
the earth No human obstacle was 
able to withstand it. The imperial 
power of Rome, the barbaric hordes 
which rushed down to overwhelm her,

VERY REV. FRANCIS CLEWENT KELLEY.D.D.
I President American Catholic Church 

Extension Society.

the aboriginal tribes of the men of 
the forest, each in turn has yielded to 

! its sac ed influence and has been 
[brought by its power into the pale 
of the Church.

In its train it brought not only the 
1 blessings of faith, but the refinements 
; of civilization, and whatever noble 
standards of living and ideals of pro­
gress we hold to-day have come from 
the light which illumined from on 
high the minds of the few fishermen 

1 whom Christ sent forth to preach His 
gospel. Stronger than death, uncon­
querable in the face of every priva­
tion and persecution, however bitter 

, and cruel, the love for heavenly truth 
and zeal for the spread of the faith of 

! Christ have descended down through 
every generation as a precious herit­

TI1E CHAPEL CAR

of the Indians,” and the Rev. John E. 
Bure read a paper on "The Work for 
the Negro.” The subject, ‘‘Home 
Missions in Cities,” was given to 
Gannon of Chicago.

The Very Rev. Francis C. Kelley, 
in speaking of the work of Catholic 
Church Extension Society, said:

"In three years it has built 200 
chapels; it has circulated 1,000,000 
pieces of Catholic literature; it has 
established the largest circulated 
Catholic magazine in the world, per­
haps one reaching 300,000 readers 

ievery month; it has placed 25 stu 
dents for the missionary priesthood 
in college under the pledge that tlfy 
will labor in poor dioceses; it has 
inspired the establishment of a col­
lege and a seminary for the educa­
tion of Italian-Americans for the 
Italian priesthood of America, it has 
over $100,000 now on hand in securi­
ties, most of which represents loans 
free of interest to poor parishes which 
would without these be forced to pay 
exorbitant rates, it has placed the 
chapel car on the road to inspire 
more buildings, and the Bishop who 

I gave it its first test is here to tell 
you what it is worth.”

During the following days paners 
were read by Rev. James B. Curry 
of New Yora on “Settlement Work," 
by Bishop Paul Rhode of Chicago on 
"Colonization ‘tr Immigrants.” 
Manv other papers wore also read 
touching upon every phase of mission­
ary work.

The Congress was brought to a 
close by a great mass meeting on 
Wednesday evening, at which were 
present the fifteen hundred delegates 
and a vast audience. Archbishop 
O'Connell, who was unable to be 
present because of the press of work 
at home, sent on the address which 
he had in’ended to deliver and which

age of the Church and as a treasure 
to be guarded beyond all price.

The vigor of faith and staunch loy­
alty to Christ have ever been com­
mensurate with the love wlich fos- 

| tered this Apostolic missionary spirit 
and in every age the strength of the 

| Church and the measure of devotion 
which inflames her followers depends 

; upon the more or less zealous care 
with which they fence round from the 
indifference and carelessness of an un­
believing world this hallowed birth­
right.

The spirit of religion, like virtue, 
must grow; it cannot stand still or 
rest tn complacency upon its laurels 
without dealing a deadly blow to the 
very core of its life and progress. 
To rest self-satisfied with what has 
been accomplished is to stagnate, and 
stagnation is the beginning of death. 
So vital to the very life of religion 
is the fostering of the Apostolic spir­
it of zeal for the spread of Christ’s 
faith that it must be nurtured at the 
cost of any sacrifice. The luxuries 
of religion we may well dispense 
with. Too often they have brought 
only harm to the Church and have 
been the enemies within the gates.

Magnificent buildings, splendid cere­
monials, superb appurtenances, are 
all good in their place, tor the wor­
ship of Christ can nc\er be too ade­
quately expressed even by all that 
the noblest endeavor and most bril­
liant genius of man may bring to its 
expression, but if these things arc to 
breed a selfish content and rob the 
Catholics of any generation of that 
primitive Apostolic zeal which in­
flamed the breasts of their first 
teachers, then is it far better to dis­
pense wi’h these external embellish­
ments and in poverty and hardship 
cultivate the gift which made the first 

(Continued on page 8.)


