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T is BBS««>«ed 
that Germany's 

naval estimates this 
year will amaaat to 1115,000,000 or $5,000,000 
mere thaa last year and that they iaelwde provision 
for a naval attache at Vienna. It mast not be hastily 
assumed that the increase is entirely due to the com
mencement of the Canadian Havy, but it is well to 
bear in mind that, in the words of Sir Wilfrid Lau
rier, “ wl en England is at war, Canada is at war." 
This is the practical reply to the appeal for partial 
disarmament. No man of average intelligence can 
have any deubt as to the purpose of Germany's per
sistent poli*’j of naval development. It has one 
deSnite, obvi
England's naval and commercial supremacy. Some 
British statesmen may affect to he blind to the situa
tion. The British people are net blind to it t and 
they will force those right honourable gentlemen to 
take action fgr the defence of the Empire, or they 
will show IhRp to the door. The attitude of Canada 
on this gueetien has not been worthy of Canada. We 
are face to face with a national crisis that should 
impel all Canadians to stand shoulder to shoulder 
aud to consider, not how little they must do, hut hew 
much they can do, for the defence of the Sag which 
protects their lives, their homes, their property and 
their interests.

1 Sagration of gigantic dimensions.
Megfreel he exposed to su oh hasards ? 
Commissioners have commenced their enquiry into 
the cause of the Ire; there should h« something mere; 
there should he a rigorous investigation by the Board 
®f Control Into all the circumstances connected with 
the granting of the building permit, the examination 
of the plans and the subsequent Inspection of the 
building operations. There should also be a thorough 
investigation by the City Council Into the condition 
of the Building Inspection Department and its sys
tem of work.

Why should 
The FireGERMAN NAVAL ESTIMATES.

id that is thi ihl ^HE changes in the 
* Montreal Street 

Railway administration
STREET RAILWAY AND 

CANADIAN POWER.
anticipated in the last 

of THE CHRONICLE kan tab» piece. At th. 
.Banal meeting of shareholder, which tooh place 
on Wednesday none of the old director, 
elected.

were re- 
ovns the 

control
The Robert Syndicate, which 

Canadian Power Company, had .eenred th. 
of the street Railway Company and elected It. own 
tieh.t without opposition, 
of Mr. Edmnnd Arthnr Robert, president i Mr. J. W. 
McConnell, eiee-preeldentl and Messe». D. Lome Ms- 
Gibbon, F. Howard Wilson. W. C. Finley and George 

Foster, K.C. Only one tlehet was nominated and 
only one ballot east.

The new board consists

The question of an actual 
■•MST of the two companies Is still in the fa tare 

THE CHRONICLE has repeatedly stated. It Is 
dlMenlt to Imagine nay basis of union between two 
snob dissimilar enterprises.

^pHE Council of the Ment- 
1 reel Board of Trade has 

formally declared that the 
bre which destroyed the Bishop Street tats points 
to some serious deleieuey either 1» the building laws 
or in their enforcement. In enr Jndgment it points 
to both, hut especially to the latter. The Bnlldlng 
Inspection Department Is ludicrously Inadequate to 
its duties. There Is a great amount of bnlldlng going 
on in Montreal and the Department has net nearly 
enengh experts to examine the plans, to say nothing 
«bout seeing that they are faithfnlly adhered to in 
actnal construction. The fate of the Bishop Street 
flats seems to have been anticipated almost from 
the commencement of the building. All the neigh
bours realised the danger of the structure and before 
the Sre happened public and private pretests were 
made. From the Srst the Sate were a menace to all 
the valuable surrounding property. The Fire Brigade 
is entitled to the greatest credit for averting a con-

BISHOP STB : JET FIRE. d

«w
JLM R. Henry M. Hoyt, conas.llor, 
AVS end Mr. Chéries M. Popp, i .

orclnl adviser of the State 
Department at Washington, left 

yesterday for Ottawa to commence negotiations with 
the Dominion Government regarding reciprocity be
tween the United States and Canada. They will he 
joined shortly by Seerotary of State Kaos. The 
Washington people seem to be very hopeful of the 
result i in feet seem to regard Ottawa as a negligible 
quantity la the negotiations, their only doubts belli* 
•• to whether Congress will ratify the treaty, which 
is regarded aa a foregone conclusion. There seems 
to be considerable Ignorance at Washlngten, how-
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