Jury 8, 1910

MONTREAL'S HARBOUR.

There are in the newly 1ssued reports of the
Harbour Commissioners  of  Montreal, two para-
graphs which aptly and graphically describe the
nise of Montreal as the head of Canada's ocean
navigation. The first reads:

“The year 190y marked the completion of
one hundred years since the first boat driven
by steam churned the waters of the St. Law-
rence.  The old “Accommodation” with a 73
foot keel and drawing six feet started on
her first trip from Montreal to Quebee on
November 3, 1809, making the passage n
30 hours actual sailing time.”

And the second paragraph runs:

“There has been in the St. Lawrence ship
channel for the first half of our season of
navigation a low water depth of 36 feot,
which would permit of the “Maurctania”
navigating the channel to Montreal.”

Throughout the reports there 1is this note of
progress and expansion.  During the year 1600,
which 1s the period covered by these reports,
three new lines entered the St. Lawrence trade;
in the current season of navigation we have had
the Canadian Northern's fine new “Royal” boats
at  Montreal, and the opening of the “cross-
country” service to Australian ports; in 1911 1t
is generally assumed there will be further new
house flags on fast passenger boats in the river;
and looking a little beyond that, it 1s only nec-
essary to quote Major Washington Stephens,
“Ships of 15,000 tons are moored to the quays of
Montreal to-day as easily as those of 20000 will
be in the near future.”

The striking advance made by the port during
the last decade is clearly shown in the following
figures of the number of vessels arriving in port
in each year since 1900 and their tonnage :
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One of the interesting things about the table is
its revelation of the gradual mncrease in the size
of the boats using the St. Lawrence route.  While
in 1900 431 Transatlantic vessels came into port,
and in 1003, 484, the tonnage of last year's 371
vessels exceeded markedly that of the larger
numbers of previous years, and 15 m pont of fact,
the largest tonnage in the decade. A similar
tendency to growth in size 1s noticeable in both
vessels from the Maritime Provinces and nland.
This increase in the size of vessels in the Montreal
trade 1s, of course, merely the local manifestation
of a world-wide tendency towards size in steam-
ships, a tendency at the present time so pronounc-
ed, that, in the opinion of the chairman of
the Cunard line the future of the New York
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and  Liverpool  trade  lies  with 50,000  ton
combined passenger and  cargo boats, In  these

arcumstances it is highly satistactory to find that
the Commissioners are able to state that “The
safety of the St. Lawrence ship channel to Mont-
real has been emphasised this year more than ever.
Passenger and cargo vessels of 15,000 tons, such
as the ‘Laurentic and  “Megantic’ have used at
throughout the entire season  with no untoward
1ncident marking their first year's run to this port.
I'o-day captains of ships declare the St Lawrence
to be the best hghted and buoyed channel i the
world, and it is due to their recommendation that
the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board of Liver-
pool have, during the past  season, adopted the
type of gas buoy used on the St. Lawrence river "

While the Commissioners are able to refer with
pride to the ncreasing populanty of the St
Lawrence route with  passengers the number of
passengers who, during the last few weeks have
passed through Montreal to and from poimnts in the
United States is gratifying corroborative evidence
in this matter —the reports also pomt out Mont-
real's importance as a freight port. The gram
elevator during the past three years has handled
the following :

Bushels
1907 10782
1908 N, 661
1909 . 11,504,262

On several occasions during 19og, say the Com-
missioners, although day and mght shifts were
employed, the elevator was not able to handle the
trade offering.  Last season the system of  gram
conveyors connecting the elevator direct: with ten
of the new steel sheds, so that ships might receive
grain at their own berths, day or might, without
mterfering with the loading or unloading of gen-
eral cargo was completed.  Although this really
constituted the largest gram  conveyor system n
the world, the Comnnssioners decided this year, in
order to meet the demands of the shipping m-
terests, to extend the system to the four sheds on
the Jacques-Cartier pier, to that vessels now berth-
mg at any of the fourteen steel sheds in the cen-
tra. portion of the Harbour may have grain
loaded into their holds without moving

Fven now, add the Commissioners, the port of
Montreal will in no sense be properly equipped to
take charge of the large quantity of gramn expect-
ed in the fall of 1910 from the Victoria Harbour
and other Georgian Bay ports over the Canadian
Pacific and Grand Trunk railways. This rail-
handled grain business will be new business for
the Harbour and provision must be made to take
care of 1t

Turning to the financial side of the operations,
the receipts on revenue account during the year
were $087,772 of which $413,048 was  harbour
revenue. This 1s an increase of $260,781 over the
harbour revenue of 1008, and there were all r mnd
increases also i the other sources of revenue.  The
total disbursements chargeable to revenue  were
$686,710, an increase over the previous year of
$32617.  The amount disbursed on capital account
wis $878,570, the debenture debt of the corpora-
tion on the 31st December, 1909, being $13,002,000

That with the rapid development of the Dom-
inion, the port of Montreal will advance with even
greater strides than the past, lhc:rr can be no
possible doubt.  Last year, say the Commissioners,




