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honey went in supers, although the brood 
nests were made quite heavy. However, 
we are glad for the surplus at the one 
yard, as we find that there is enough 
honey there to pay for all sugar needed 
for the other yuds and still leave enough 
money over to keep us in “beer and 
baccy” for the year to come.

* * *
That item on the first page 

of the September C. B. J. re the 
amount of honey imported from the 
West Indies into Canada last year is a 
puzzler to me. One firm of manufac­
turers that I am well acquainted with 
use 100,000 pounds of honey in their 
business each year, and the manager of 
that same firm told me just a year ago 
that they were again getting all their 
honey from Jamaica as usual, as when 
they could get logwood honey laid down 
duty and freight prepaid for 7% cents, 
needless to say, they would not pay the 
price asked for the Ontario product. The 
honey this firm imports alone would at 
five cents per pound amount to v>5000, 
and the item referred to says that the 
total value of honey imported from the 
West Indies last year was but £402 
($1960). Then again, I know positively 
of another firm that imported a consid­
erable amount of this honey and mixed 
it with Ontario clover honey, putting the 
mixture up in bottles for the grocery 
trade. Surely there must be a mistake 
somewhere in the “Weekly Report” from 
which the item was taken. [We are 
in communication with the Customs De­
partment on the subject. Ed.]

“KEEP BETTER BEES.”

Dear Sir:—I notice an article >n the 
C. B. J. entitled, “Keep Better Bees." 
Now I think it would le a good thing 
for us all to try to keep better bees, but 
for my own part I am at a loss to know 
how to get at it. I have purchased forty 
new queens this season, of which some 
have proved to be good, and some no 
better than those I removed. I obtained

six from one breeder, but three of them 
were apparently virgins instead of mated 
queens, as I supposed them to be. i 
lost two of these, and one mated here 
with a black drone. I obtained nine 
from another breeder, and these proved 
to be fine, large queens. Now, I believe 
that what we want is a good queen- 
breeder in Ontario; then we could be 
pretty sure to get what we paid for and 
to get it on time, instead of having te 
wait five weeks, as I did tor some. I am 
willing to pay a good price for good 
queens, , but a good price for poor ones 
is another matter altogether. Now, why 
cannot a company be formed in the pro­
vince by the bee-keepers for the purpose 
of importing and breeding the very best 
queens that can be had anywhere' 
Surely there is as good a chance here as 
there is in the U. S., and there are plenty 
of them there. We shall be wanting 
fifty or sixty next spring before June 
15th, for we mean to weed out every 1 lack 
queen in the yard, even though some ol 
them are good ones. They have, how­
ever, a habit of sitting ('own too hard 
and are not pleasant to candle in many 
ways. I have one hive that has not at­
tempted to swarm once in three years, 
and has always given us a good supply 
of honey. Even this year it gave 120 
pounds of white and 60 pounds of buck­
wheat, and never gets any feeding. But 
they are clinkers to fight ! Yours truly. 
A. B. Jarratt.

[Our correspondent’s letter raises sev­
eral points of interest that we should be 
pleased to see discussed in these col­
umns. Perhaps our readers will forward 
us their views on the matter —Ed.]

According to the Leipziger Bienenzei- 
tung, an effort is being made in Germany 
to obtain a simple, practical means of de­
tecting adulteration of honey, and a sum 
of 1650 marks (about. $400) has been 
offered in payment for the discovery.
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