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WOMAN’'S_ RESPONSIBILITY IN
THE CHURCH.

While acknowledging frankly and
with appreciation both the quality and
quantity of work that is done in the
Church and for the Church by women,
it is cause for surprise and regret that
her work in the Church to-day falls
far below the efficiency that it might
have, because of the great lack of lea-
dership. It is possibly one phase uf
the world-old strife between the spirit-
ual and the material, the permanent
and the temporary, that social life and
the club appear so attractive to wo-
men of culture and ability as the arena
for their activity that they forget the
double debt which they owe the
Church for the civilization which en-
virons them and the peculiar place
wrich they as Christian women occupy
in that civilization.

It is not strange that society, which
deals largely with things that appeal
to the eye, should attract shallow wo-
men. It is mqre to be regretted that
the club whose membership is made
up of women of culture and ambition
preves so congenial a field as prac-
tically to exclude Church work from
the lives of 7arge numbers. Women's
clubs have accomplished much of im-
portance and value in matters civic
and historic, but they have robbed
the Church of the bhest efforts of
many who have falled to see that
inside the Church, with its varied
and wide-reaching memblership, there
are possibilities for influence and for
culture wider and more permanent

+ than the best work of the best cluba.

Surely now when women have more
culture, more leisure and more re-
sources at their command than any
women of the world have had at any
time, there should be no lack of lead-
ers. No one for a moment doubts
that the women exist—the woman
who can organize, the woman who
can speak, the woman whose gift is
music; the one who is familiar with
art and who has in her possession or
available for her use pictures of the

t-known art treasures, who has at
her tongue's end the stories which
make them interesting to young girls
of little education but hungry minds;
the woman who has the gift for cook-
ing and yet never thinks of making
that gift her means of redeeming
from misery and distress the homes
which can scarcely be other than
failures while the tuture housemother
is to-day a factory girl or “saleslady.”
Why do not women see that in th.
Church is a fleld offering quick and
constant returns for the investment
of culture and social position?

The difficulty is not so much that wo-
men are not working. At no time in
history have they been so interested in
public matters, in the welfare of their
fellow-men; but very much work;
otherwise commendable, is belng done
by Christian women entiiely outside
of the Church which might well go to
the bullding up of its inf A

Some years ago a woman, enthusias-
tic In her love of art, organized a club
for girls who were mostly saleswomen
in two or three of the largest dry
goods establishments of the city. A
small suite of rooms was rented, the
walls d d with ph aphs and
plaster casts, and a library of per-
Laps one hundred good books on gub-
Jjects to be brought to their attention
was loaned for the use of the girls.
T'rom ten in the morning until ten in
the evenihg the rooms were open. On
two evenings a week and on Satur-
day afternocons the leader, or some
volunteer friend, talked on art, or
travel, or health, or whatever topic
rltm be interesting and helpful. In

< few years nine of these girls saved
enough money by economi al dressing,
the gi up of cheap th atre tickets
and similar luxuries to spead a vaca-
tion in Europe. Of course they went
as second-class passongers and did not

expensive hotels: but they
had opened up to them a new horizon,
m 'hr the lim of thelr lives they
n themselves a permanent spring

of happiness and influence.

‘This was work of permanent and of
great valuo, but the way in which the

work was done was unfortunately too

rch.
ganized the club was & member of
the Church, most of the associate mem-
bership was drawn from the same in-
stitution, but it probably never oc-
curred to any of them that this was
properly a branch of Church work and
should have been recognized as such—
nay, further, that the woman who has
such gifts and culture has them be-
cause ehe came of Christian stock, and
that it would be simply an acknow-
ledgement of her debt to line up her
forces with the company of the Church,
rather than let them remain outside to
be quoted and pointed at as an il-
Lunnuon of what the Church does not

0.

The feeling, almost of rivalry, which
this very attitude has helped to bulld
up between settlements and Churches,
is rather absurd when the facts are
sifted and it is found that compara-
tively little is done in the former which
is not also done by the missions and
branches of the latter. Moreover, the
leadership and support of this very
work which claims to correct the
Churches’ mistaken attitude toward the
masses, is largely furnished by Church
members.—Mrs. Newell Dwight Hillls
in The Interior.

GLADSTONE ALWAYS CONSISTENT

The Nineteenth Century for Decem-
ber, 1909, along with a number of ar-
ticles of general interest, has some
that bear upon the present political
crisis in Britain. Sir Francls A, Chan-
ning, M.P., contributes a statement re-
garding ‘Mr. Gladstone and the crisis
of 1909, ia which he shows quite
clearly that the great statesmau was
a consistent upholder of the constitu-
tional rights of the House of Com-
mone, especlally in matters of fin-
ance, This writer gives proof both
from Mr. Gladstone’s statements and
actions for the following conclusion:
“Mr. Gladstone would have fought
this constitutional revolution to the
death, and his Mid Lothian campaign,
the passion of the Home Rule struggle,
kis Inexhaustible resourcefulness in
handiing every great question to which
he gave himself, demonstrate that he
would have fought with an intensity,
with almost a Berserker rage, which
might have carrled all before 1t. It
is, perhaps, a fruitless speculation,
for you can take no man out of his
own time and atmosphere and assume
that under other conditions he would
be exactly what he was; but on the
issue of the greatest of all concelv-
able constitutional usurpation, a ques-
tion of permanent principle, there is
no room for doubt any more than it is
possible for any candid mind to deny
that whatever defect detall may have
been open to objection in the great
budget of 1909 the general principles of
the free trade budget of to-day have
their natural and logical forerunners
in the iwo great financlal schemes of
1858 and 1860, just as much as in the
great finance bill of 8ir Willlam Har-
court of 1894.” Strange to say this is
followed by an article entitled “Lord
Beaconsfield as a Tariff Reforner,” by
Sir Roper Lethbridge, K.C., full of
quotations of speeches of the former
Conservative leader which show that
he was always of the opinion that
moderate protection was good for the
country, so that In the present cir-
cumstances he would probably have
favored tariff reform, This may be
true; but these two great statesmen
fought their battles well when alive
and thelr successors must now do their
duty in the same spirit,

“The Truth about the Manning of
the Fleet,” by Archibald 6. Hurd,
should be read by those who are af-
flicted with the war scare, it shows
that whatever the future may bring
fonth, the present is well provided for,
and Britain has no need to tremble at
the thought of Germany or any other
warllke power. Mr. J, Ellls Barker
holds forth on Unlonist or Soclalist
Land Reform to tae glory of Mr. Bal-
four and the discredit of Lloyd-George.

ILLINOIS LETTER.
By W. H. Jordan.

In a former leiter we referred to
the effort on the part of some of our
Presbyterian colleges to withdraw from
Synodical control. that elder'y profes-
sors might be retired on the Carnegie
Foundation for pensioning aged teach
ers.  Wooster College, one of the
dearest children of the church, located
at Wooster, Ohlo, to whom the church
has given most liberally now asks to
withdraw. It Is needless to say that
such a request has aroused no small
opposition. This Is one of the gravest
questions with which the Educational
committees in the synods have to
grapple with. It is high time the
whole church would awake to the im-
portance of paying teachers better and
providing for their old age iIf neces-
sary, and control the educational insti-
tutions. To accede to the request
coming from many colleges is to lose
control of the institutions built up
through the years by the prayers,
labor and self sacrifice of the fathers
and mothers in Israel.

There seem to be fewer large revival
meetings this winter, but many meet-
ings in smaller churches.

Among  the +various ministerial
changes we nota the going of Rev. Dr.
O. H. L. Mason, for eight years pastor
of the Boone, lowa Presbyterian
Church, to the Long Beach California
Presbyterian church, a church of near-
ly 800 members. Dr. Mason is a valu-
able man. FHe came to us from the
Congregational church, and served as
chaplain of one of the lowa regl-
ments during the Spanish War.

Hon. T. H. Perrin, of Alton, Ill., one
of the strongest men received through
the union of the Cumberland Church
With the Northern Church has just
been elected superintindent of the 12th
St. Preshyterian Sabbath School for the
thirty-fifth time. Thut is a fine re-
cord Indeed. He is one of the most
influential laymen in the church.

The National Campaign of the Lay-
men's missionary Movemen:, which
includes seventy-five conventions
throughout the country, is carrying cut
its campaign vigorously. The conven-
tion at St. Louls, Missouri, Feb, 3-6 Is
being well advertised. The St. Louls
district Includes St. Louls and 29 coun-
tries In Missourl and 47 counties in
southern Illinols. Provision will be
made for 2,200 delegates.

The Week of Prayer is being observ-
ed here by union meetings, and is in
many places the heginning of revivals
God grant there may he showers of re-
:;eohlnc as the church walts in pray-

Blackwoods for December bringe to
a close the 176th volume of this fa-
mous magazine, Anyone who sub-
scribes for Blackwood will get a quan-
tity of the best reading—in fiction,
poetry and politics—to be found in any
current publication.

Why is the child Jesus so different
from all other children, even from the
beautiful and gifted children of the
earth? Because he touches the heart
of a whole world; he is the world's

child, the world's youth, teacher
triend, Master, Saviour.—Geo: b
Gordon, D.D. i

As It 1s found cheaper to make ice
by electricity than to buy It, even for
small houses and shops, the Maryle-
bone  Council purposes to eneourage
Vce-making and freezing by offering
electricity for the purpose at a pemny
wer unit.

PURCHASE OF SUMMER RESORTS,

As the Grand Trunk Railway system
is in touch with several good open-
ings for those who desire to purchase
summer resorts, opportunities for busi-
ness locations, manufacturing plants,
etc., anyone interested who will apply
to Mr. W, P.




