
14.—AN EMERGENCY PROGRAMME

The assumption by the Dominion Government of direct responsibility for 
dealing with the present critical unemployment situation and for tendering 
suitable "work or adequate maintenance; the adoption of measures to relieve 
the extremity of the crisis such as a programme of public spending on housing, 
and other enterprises that will Increase the real wealth of Canada, to be 
financed by the issue of credit based on the national wealth.

The extent of unemployment and the widespread suffering which It has caused, 
creates a situation with which provincial and municipal governments have long 
been unable to cope and forces upon the Dominion government direct responsibility 
for dealing with the crisis as the only authority with financial resources adequate 
to meet the situation. Unempfbyed workers must be secured In the tenure of 
their homes, and the scale and methods of relief, at present altogether Inadequate, 
must be such as to preserve decent human standards of living.

It Is rcognlzed that even after a Co-operative Commonwealth Federation 
Government has come into power, a certain period of time must elapse before the 
planned economy can be fully worked out. During this brief transitional period, 
we propose to provide work and purchasing power for those now unemployed by 
a far-reaching programme of public expenditure on housing, slum clearance, 
hospitals, libraries, schools, community halls, parks, recreational projects, refores
tation, rural electrification, the elimination of grade crossings, and other similar 
projects In both town and country. This programme, which would be financed by 
the Issuance of credit based on the national wealth, would serve the double 
purpose of creating employment and meeting recognized social needs. Any steps 
which the Government takes, under this emergency programme, which may assist 
private business, must Include guarantees of adequate wages and reasonable 
hours of work, and must be designed to further the advance towards the complete 
Co-operative Commonwealth.

Emergency measures, however, are of only temporary value, for the present 
depression is a sign of the mortal sickness of the whole capitalist system, and 
this sickness cannot be cured by the application of salves. These leave untouched 
the cancer which is eating at the heart of our society, namely, the economic 
system In which our natural resources and our principal means of production and 
distribution are owned, controlled and operated for the private profit of a small 
proportion of our population.

No C.C.F. Government will rest content until it has eradicated capitalism and 
put into operation the full programme of socialized planning which will lead to 
the establishment in Canada of the Co-operative Commonwealth.
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