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was, as set forth in a letter from their pastor to the king, that the
pastor could no longer understand his flock, nor the flock the
pastor. They did not give up their language ; they simply ceased
to attend the schools

; they ceased to learn in German, which was
an unknown tongue to them

; and nothing was accomplished ex-
cept to keep them in ignorance and to develop a bad feeling.
Now, does the hon. gentleman suppose that by the methods he is
advocating,

METHODS OF FORCE AND COERCION,

he can accomplish what he has in view ? Let me remind him of
the consequences, politically, of such attempts. Schleswig-Hol-
stein at one time constituted two duchies of Denmark.*' The
people spoke German. King Christian IX. attempted to

FORCE UPON THEM A CHANGE OF LANGUAGE.

What was the result ? They became disaffected. They got en-
couragement from a foreign power, Prussia ; they rose in rebellion;

THEY WERE LOST TO DENMARK
and became Prussian. Such is the natural consequence of in-
terfering with one of the institutions of the people. Let me
refer to another historical case of modern times, within the politi-
cal life almost of the hon. gentleman—the case of Lombardo
Venetia. That was once a part of Austria, and their language
Italian. Austria, not profiting by the experience of Denmark
and other experiences, endeavored to destroy the Italian language
of Lombardo Venetia, and to impose upon the people the German
language. What was the result ? The people, just as in Schles-
wig-Holstein, rebelled, and they found sympathisers,

AS ALL DISAFFECTED COUNTRIES CAN,

from without. Italy and France came to the rescue, and the
result was, instead of Austria accomplishing what she was aiming
at, destroying the Italian language, she lost both those two great
Provinces, which became, in 1859, and still are, part of the empire
of Italy. Now, what has happened in the case of these two great
countries which, under coercion, transferred their allegiance to
another flag, will happen wherever the same attempt is prosecuted.
Does not the hon. gentleman see that he is proceeding in the most
direct way possible, in the light of the past

—

WHICH IS THE ONLY GUIDE TO US TO-DAY

in these matters

—

TO DESTROY CONFEDERATION

by causing our French Canadian subjects to become disaffected and
to seek sympathisers outsidfe, and to, perhaps, ultimately part
company with the Canadian Confederacy. Does he desire that
result ? There can be nothing accomplished by force. Acts of
Parliament and Orders in Council will not make men love one


