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It may not be possible tiiv us in fvei^y iU'jrHiicc to (.onnect the

private afflictioiis and public judgnicnta v.-hicl) God fends among us,

ATith specific eins ha their provoking f musc,—but that sin and suffer-

ing, whether viewed on ;i luuall or n lar;,;c .sealo, .-land related as

cauBe nnd effect, i,( a position fully juiiiGed by tho whole tenor of
revelation. To connect each cahiuiitj which befah ihe individual

or the nation with some particulnr nnd provoking sin—were perhaps
a presumptuous invasion of the divine prerogntive—but to establis^h

the point that sin is the prnvokiiifj,' oiiVu-t> nf all our ills, is cosily

proven. '' Who.soov*n- d(H;th wrong .'A.'// suffci- for the wrong he
docth." Kvery man whether righteous or wicked, whose con.science

is not entirely destroyed, liiids thai //'r.soxf*^ sin brings down upon
him personal .iuffering. The (iod of Providence, hn.H left here more
unequiTocal proofs perhaps of hiis niuval character thuu anywhere
else—for the upbraiding voic*; uf u luitnral conscience, cannot be
hushed into silence ?o long as the burden of guilt hangs over it

—

tho cry of murder pursues the rofiigco in hi-* flight, and thou"-h he
escape tho detection of luuiuui law, he focl.^ that he cannot flee from
the avenger within—and not only so, but oven without as well us within

them is a system of moral retribution, by which the sinner is made
to suffer for his crime. Jacob sinned, in the matter of Esau's birth-

right, and Jacob was nuuh^ to sufter for hi.v .'in. David sinned in

the matter of the llittite, and sorely did he suffer for tho sin.

Judas sinned in the betrayal of imr Lord, and for liis sin he suffered

desperately within—and iiually ho became his own executioner.

Personal sins bring down personal judgments. Tho .Saint and the

sinner alike, experience tho equity of .Jehovah in the administration

of his providence—the voice of God within and the judgment of

God without—alike unite in vindicating Jehovah's character and
punishing sin in the moral universe ; nnd from conscience within

and from providence without no 7nan whether saint or sinner can

escape. Jonah may flee from Nineveh and from the command of

God, but he cannot floe ftora his own conscience, nor yet from the

providence of God—for while the voice of the hidden monitor up-

braids him within, the tempest howls without.

But it is effually true th&t /ami/t/ sins provoke family judgment*.

Eli was a good man. Yet Eli neglected a very important element

in the administration of family discipline—it was a family sin—and
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