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Si .loliii. N. l'>.. (iur!».'.\ Oliawa. KiiiL;>-i"n, l'»'!ii'vi!l.'. Toronto,

'll-imilton, LoiHloii, Sli-iiU'nr.l. Cu.'!!)!.. Windsor, in Cnna.ln
;

iiiitl

Chiciiuo, Milwiiuki'... Dell lii. ToI.mIo. and Osw.-Li'o, in \\ir I mted

SiMti's"— I'roni Corn A'^soMiilioii- al Monin'al and Toronto— I'rct.u

('ori)oratr Towns and riiMir Merlin-., and Iroin sixt>-lonr in-

,li\n,liials— in idl riu-lil\ s'V.Mi, Thr reply IV.ni the NFMnlreal

Hoard of Trade did noi conu' in uiiti! ihe ^'.rd Fid), inst.

TIi;'-e ri'ulies when cateii-orieaUy li'iveii were all condiMis'nl

and arraiiuvd \>< o'.ir Seerclary's directions under their sev m-uI

appropriat"' heads, so as io sho\v at a --hnn e, l):.lh Tor purpose-; of

eo:itr:isl and comparison, the ra-i>, opinions and rccoimnen la-

lions, contained in the numerous and lenu'lhy c .m.iiunications

laid l)ei'oi-e us. Where nol so e'i\-eii, the remarks ii' deemed im-

porlant arc aihled a1 the ..ml of the (|ucsl!ons ridaliii'.;' lo each

w rlc. These .ahstracts eoiuain smdi a mass of vain ihic inlorma-

tion relaiinu' to the commercial aspect oi' the cmiuiry that we

, consider ii proper to suhmit them with this letter lorihe informa-

tion of the tiovcrnmcnl.

Tahles showii-e' the aetual dep: li of water in the principal

llarl)oi rs on the Inland Lal-.e^, compiled from oliicial returns, arc

also aj)peiided.

Tables ordistaiiccs hy water, on ten dili'ereiil routes hetween

Iiilaml Lake pons and ,\tlantic sea ports, cominl.'d hy the Secre-

tary from the best and latest authorities are likewise appended.

These abstracts and tables, toii'cther with the various Surveys,

Maps, IMaiis, Iv-ports, Kstimates and Documenls. ndatinu' to the

Tanai System ot the Dominion, and to the proje.'ted works ami

enlare'cinents eiiunu'raled in the a.'companyine' list, were laul

l)(d'ore us at our second meetiiiif in Ottawa on the Isih January

last.

We now propose to uive a very brief historical skctidi ol tli

several canals to \\\\\rh our ailenlion has been directed,

describiii'-- their inception, and tli.' i)roeress and (dianuvs in ihein

from time to time to adapt them to the evci-incrcasine' demands

<d'the tra<le. Then will follow a statement of our vk'Ws upon

the commercial aspect of the (luestion, ami the decision and

recommendation respeetin- the w..rks re(|Uire.l lor the lurth m'

cnlare'cmcnt and extension of the Canal system ol the Dominion,

•nid t'he or<ler in whi(di thev should be undcrtak.'n and pro-

i.,M«ded with: and iinally, tlu> enu-meerine. features, sliowin-' lii"

(died of the proposed improvements niion exisliiie' works, and

their probable <'ost


