
armed, and ordered pillage ; and no combination of the peace- 
loving nations can be made effective without both branches of the 
English-speaking peoples. This Empire and the (treat Republic 
must then be the main guardians of civilisation hereafter, the 
conscious and leagued guardians of the world.

It is this that the war has revealed to ns. It is not a task of 
our seeking. But it is a task that we will, with the other free 
peoples of the world, gladly undertake. To undertake it, our 
comradeship must become perpetual, and our task is to see to it 
that it be not broken nor even strained—our task and our child­
ren’s task after us. It is, of course, the function of Governments 
to keep friendly nations in proper relations to one another; and 
both our nations'fortunately can and do trust both our Govern­
ments to do that. Through all the difficulties and differences that 
arose between our two Governments during the early stages of the 
war, there was no rupture of friendly dealing. When the full 
story of these years of delicate relations chines to be told it will 
be seen that mutual tolerations and forbearance played a fa..1 
larger part than a rigid insistence on disputed points. Such dif­
ferences as we had were differences between friends. I am sure 
that I may say with propriety that the two distinguished British 
statesmen who were his Majesty’s Chief Foreign Secretaries dur­
ing this period showed a spirit in their dealings with the United 
States Government that put the whole English-speaking world in 
their debt; and I am sure that they would say the same for the 
Government of the United States.

Mutual Knowledge
But while, fortunately, our t wo Governments may be fully 

trusted to bind us together, Governments come and Governments 
go. Far more important than any particular Government is the 
temper and action of public opinion in free countries such as ours. 
The complete and permanent union in all large aims of our two 
nations, generation after generation, must, therefore, rest on the 
broad base of a friendly and informed public opinion in both coun­
tries. If this argument be sound it leads us—every one of us— 
to a high duty. The lasting friendship of two democratic nations 
must rest on the sympathetic knowledge that the people of each 
nation have of the other—even upon the personal friendships of 
large numbers of people one with another. Personal friendships 
make a friendly public opinion. It is, therefore, the highest politi­
cal duty that Britons and Americans can have to build up personal 
knowledge of one another and personal friendships.

I venture to put together a few definite suggestions. Put in
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