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and without use. Public life is a situation of power

and energy ; he trespasses against his duty who sleeps

upon his watch, as well as he that goes over to the

enemy.

There is, however, a time for all things. It is not

oTcry conjuncture which calls with equal force upon

the activity of honest men ; but critical exigencies

now and then arise ; and I am mistaken, if this be

not one of them. Men will see the necessity of hon-

est combination ; but they may see it when it is too

ate. They may embody, when it will be ruinous to

themselves, and of no advantage to the country;

when, for want of such a timely union as may enable

them to oppose in favor of the laws, with the 1 's on

their side, they may at length find themseh der

the necessity of conspiring, instead of co- ing.

The law, for which they stand, may become a w oapon

in the hands of its bitterest enemies , aiid they will

be cast, at length, into that miserable alternative be-

tween slavery and civil confusion, which no good

man can look upon without horror ; an alternative in

which it is impossible he should take either part,

with a conscience perfectly at repose. To keep that

situation of guilt and remorse at the utmost distance

is, therefore, our first obligation. Early activity may

prevent lat fruitless violence. As y^t we work

in the ligb le scheme o*" »!ie enemies of public

tranquillity i aa disarranged, n aas not destroyed us.

If the reader believes that there really exists such

a faction as I have described ; a faction ruling by the

private inclinations of a court, against the general

sense of the people ; and that this faction, whilst it

pursues a scheme for undermining all the founda-

tions of our freedom, weakens (for the present at


