
OOORKAS.

GOORKAS, OR GURKHAS, OR GHOR-
KAS, The. See India : The Aborioihal Is-
BABITANTS: and A. D. 1805-1816.
GOOROO, OR GURU. See Sikhs.
GORDIAN I. and II., Roman Emperors.

A. D. 238 Gordian III., Roman Emperor
A. D. 888-244.

"^

GORDIAN KNOT, Cutting the.—"It was
about February or March 33.1 B. C, when Alex-
ander reached Oordium; where he appears to
have halted for gome time, givinjf to the troops
which had been witli him in Pisidia a repose
doubtless necdfid. While at Oordium, he per-
formed the memorable exploit familiarly known
as the cutting of the Qordian knot. There was
preserved iu the oitadcl an ancient wngi;on of
rude structure, said by the legend to have once
belonged to the peasant Oordius and his son
Midas— the primitive ni.stic kings of Phrygia,
designated as such by tlic Gods and chosen by
the people. The cord (compo9i<l of fibres from
the bark of the cornel tree), attaching the yoke of
this waggon to the pole, was so twisted and en-
tangk'il as to form a knot of singular complexity,
which no one had ever bicn able to untie. An
oracle had pronounced, that to the person who
should untie it the empire of Asia was destined.
. . . Alexander, on inspecting the knot, was as
mu< h pcr|ilc.\cd as others had been before him,
until at length, in a tit of impatience, he drew
his swiinl and severed the cord in two. Uy
everyone this was accepted as a solution of the
prithUm."—G. Grow, J/ii,l.,,f Greece pi i c/i »:)

GORDON, General Charles Georee. iii

China. See CiiiN.v: A. D. lS.W-1884.
. . ^n the

Soudan. See Eovrx: A. U. 1870-1883, and
1881-188.5.

GORDON RIOTS, The. See Exgh.nd
A. I>. 1778178(1, I

GORDYENE,ORCORDYENE,ORCOR- '

DUENE.—The triU's of the C'ariluchi which
j

anciently occupied the region of iiorthern .Meso- '

potamia, east of the Tii;ri.s, have given their
'

n.ime permanently to the country, but in vari- '

ously modified forms. In the Greek and Homan
period it was known as Gordvene, Cordyene
Corduene; at the present day it is Kurdis-
tin. Under the Parthian domination in Asia
Oonlyene was a tributary kingdom. In the early
part (if tlie last centurv B. C. it was con(iuered
by Tignines, king of Armenia, who chose a '^
within it tor building his vast new capiUd,TigraDO-
certa. to populate which twelve Greek cities were
stnpiK'd of inhal)itant.s. It was included among
the conquests of Trajan for the Homans, but rt*
linriuished by Hadrian,—G. I{jiwlin.son, gixlh
limit Oriental Monarchy, eh. 10, an I after —See
also, ('AKDicni, The.
GORGES, Sir Ferdinando, and the coloniza-

tionofMaine. SccXew Knolaxo: A. I). 1021-
l»j>,l. iiud !«;!.'.; also Maine: A. D. 1639.
CORM, Kine of Denmark, A. D. 883-941
GOROSZLO, Battle of (i6oi). See Balkan-

AND D.VNUBIAN STATES: 14TU-18Tn Ce.NTCIUEB
(Koi'MANIA. Ac).
GORTYN. See Crete.
GOSHEN, Land of. See Jews: The HotrrE

OK THE EXODI'S.

t fSS*'^^°'S VOYAGE TO NEW ENG-
'"„5!"- '^™ A.MEUICA: A. D. 1603-1605

.„H H^^^'^J *'^X."*'
^*'*°' Abandonment

and destruction of the. See United States op
A.M : A. D. 1881 (Aran,).

GOTHS.

GOTHA, Origin of the Dukedom of. See
Sa.xoxt: a. D. 1180-1553.

o,?9J,"^ MINORES, The. See Goths: A. D.
«4I-o81.

GOTHIA, in central Europe. See Goths
{\isiootb8): a. D. 376.
GOTHIA, in Gaul.—Septimania, the strip of

land along the )Iediterranean between the Pyre-
nees and the Rhone, was the last possession of
the Goths in Gaul, and the name Oothia became
fi^ir a time attached to it.-E. A. Freeman, JIM.
Oeiiff. of hiimjte. eh. 5, teet. 5.—See Goths (Visi-
goths): A. D. 419-451.
GOTHINI, The.-TheGotini or Gothini were

a people of ancient Germany who " are probably
to l)c placed in Silesia, about Breslau " "The
Golini and Osi [who held a part of modern Gal-
licia, underthe Carpathian mountains] are proved
by their respective Gallic and Pannonian tongues
as well as by the fact of their enduring tribute
not to be Germans. . . . The Gotini, to complete
their degradation, actually work iron mines "—
•Ji""i.'^'"'"'

"'"'**• ''"'"'• ''y ChnrchandBrod-
nob: The German;/, icith qeon. nnlca
GOTHLAND IN SWEDEN. See Goths

OhigIN ok THE.
GOTHONES, The.-A tribe in :,,,(icnt Ger-

many, mentioned by Tacitus. Tluv -probably
dwelt on either side of the Vistula, the Baltic
being their northern bouiidarv. Consequently
their settlements would o.ineide with portions of
I omenuiia and Prus.sia. Dr I.atli;(m thinks they
w.re identical with the -Estii. "-Church anU

,

IJnHlnbb, Geix,/. Xut,a to the Germany if Taeilim
:
—S'CC tiOTIIS, OltlGI.N OK THE.

GOTHS, Origin of the.—The Scmdinavian
ongin of the (Jotlis has given rise to much dis-

I

ciission, and has been denied by several eminent
;

modern scholars. The only reasons in favor of
their hcaudinavian origin are the testimony of
.lornandes and the existence of the name of Goth-
land in Sweden; but the testimony of Jomandes
contains at the best only the tradition of the
people respecting their origin, which is never of
much value; and the mere fact of the existence
(if the name of Gothland in Sweden is not suf-
tieient to prove that this country was the orieinal
abode of the people. When the Romans flr«t
siiw the Goths, in the reign of Caracalla, they
dwelt in the lami of the Getu' [on the northern
side of the lower Danube). Hence Jomandes
1 riicopuis, and many other writers, both ancient
and modern, supposed the Goths to be the same
as the Getie of the eartier historians. But the
latter writers always regarded the Getjc as Thra-
cians; and it their opinion was correct, they
could have had no connection with the Goth.s
Mill it IS a startling tiict that a nation calle(i
t.olhi should haveeniignited from Germany and
settled accidentally in the country of a people
with a nimie so like their own as that of Geta?
1 his may have happened by accident, but cer-
tainly all the probabilities are against it Two
hypotheses have been brought forward in modem
times to meet this difficulty. One is that of
Grimm, in his History of the Gennan Langua"e
who supposes that there was no nngration of the
Goths at all, that tliey were on the Lower Danube
from the beginning, and that they were known
to the earlier Greek and Latin writers as Oetic-
but the great objection to this opinion is the gen-
eral belief of the earlier writers that the Gct<8
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