
iu other cust-M, iniiicutioiiri u( itit probul ^ipruaeli are inaniferitetl by the

aiiiinul. She 18 itotitial to be rustlt-iW uiiil uiit-iin^ uiiil tu kec-p wluskiiig tiie tail.

Th'i udiier niuy bi'cuiiif ciilurged uiiii full, (ieutitiiig the u|ipt-urunL'f coiuiiuiiil)' termed
" iiiukiiig a bag." Tliu \uUa up{H'ur.>' '^v jUt-n, uiul (.'uniiiig trntii il iiiu)' be iiutiued

a bruwiiiiih-culuuiviJ ?>tiL'k) iii.->cliurgt'. 'I'liuri' iiiuy ixlsu bt- preseiit the Unual iiiuni-

IVstatiuiis ul' inipfiidiii^' i'.\pul»iuii ul ilie I'etun, aucIi us straining, it !ia« aUi been

nutiit'd, in a large number ul' cuse.t ul' cattle aburtiun, that after expulaiuu ul the

mir, the utter-birth i.^ retained, ur, as cuninionly expreMsed, the cuw t'uii> Iu fleun.

I'lven wiiere the ul'ter-birth is nut retained, a bruwnish diiteimrge niu} euntinue tu

euaie from the genital pa^ssage fur sevjriil weeks. Su frequently dues retention of

ihe ufter-birtii and tliis di^iluirge u»< ur in luntagiuus abortion that they are uon-

>iilered us being signilicanl of llie dinease in a herd even when the cuKci* art-

carried the full lime. The luurae of tin; disease is, a.s a rule, .slow, and the period

at which the abortion lakes plate is variable. The majority of cases seem to be

noUied between the liflh and M'Seiith niunili.-, of pregnancy. The usual experieiiie

in outbreaks of (ontagious abortion is thai during ihe tirsl two or three yean* of

its appearance in a herd it claims many victims, ami then becomes reduced to a

smaller number of cases incurring eueli year. unh;ss many new fenmles are intro-

duced or young heifers are growing up, wiiieh in turn become attacked. Amongst
infected cows a large percentage abort twice in succession, and a certain number
three times, after which they appear to acquire a degree id' imnninity or re-ijstanee

to the disease, which enables them to reach the normal period of calving. This
feature has apparently led .some to volunteer the statement that ihe disease will

disaopear of its own accord, or run itself out of a herd, in llie course of three or
lour years, provided no freshly-infected cows are introduced. This contention is,

however, not altogether tenable, because, even when no freshly-infected cows are

introduced, the tendency is for the disease to jjrevail ami attack the young females
in the herd, unless special measures are taken to protect them. It has al.so been
observed that in herds where contagious abortion prevails, many of Ihe calves, while
Loru at normal time, arrive weak and puny, and beconse affected with scours aud
pneumonia, causing death in nniny eases. Likewise it has been noticed, where there

'ion in a herd, that sterility, ur barrenness, prevails aniung both cuws ami
•io that the nundier of "shy breeilers '" increases in the herd. This phase
lisease .seriously reduces the |iruductivene.ss of many herds. The cause of

.J in these cases is a resulting diseased condition of the woiidi and uvaries.
ii.e lattei liecomiii^ cystic and with retained mritus Inlruin present, or the so-called

bi'iiwiiisii bodies, in the ovaries.

MKANS OK DKTKCTINt; TIIK ItlSEASK.

The impurtaiiie of being able, if possible, to detect and recognize the disease
wiien it first occurs in a herd is apparent, so that steps may be taken to arrest it>

|)ri)gress. In this regard the safest course to f)ursue is to accept the fact of any cow
aborting on premises formerly exempt as a suHicient reason for suspecting that the
disease has been iidroduccd, and particularly where new females have entered the
herd. Additional cases of "calf slinking"" occurring at intervals in the herd
should be considered confirmatory of contagious alH)rtion being the cause. Experi-
ments have been made with the view of devising some satisfactory method of test
capable of determining the presence of latent infection in female cattle, pregnant


