
8 BACILLI AND BULLETS

1913 onty three cases of typhoid fever. In France the 
enteric rate among the unvaccinated was 168-44 per 
thousand, and among the vaccinated -18 per thousand. 
In India, where the disease has been very prevalent, the 
success of the measure has been remarkable. In the 
United States, and in France, and in some other countries 
this vaccination against the disease is compulsory. It 
is not a serious procedure ; you may feel badly for 
twenty-four hours, and the site of inoculation will be 
tender, but I hope I have said enough to convince you 
that, in the interests of the cause, you should gladly 
put up with this temporary inconvenience. If the 
lessons of past experience count, any expeditionary 
force on the Continent has much more to fear from the 
bacillus of typhoid fever than from bullets and bayonets. 
Think again of South Africa with its 57,000 cases of 
typhoid fever ! With a million of men in the field, their 
efficiency will be increased one-third if we can prevent 
enteric. It can be prevented, it must be prevented ; but 
meanwhile the decision is in your hands, and I know it 
will be in favour of vour King and Country.


