
clcmncratic si-lf-K"vcrnmcni iliil imt fi "f in llit coloiik-s,

hut in liritain ilsdf. wliLnce it was cu, , ciilonifs. 1 lie

li>n(,' :.tr«t;Kli f'"" ris|xinsible );ovcrnTni-nt in (_';ili:iil;i was stip-

l>.irli-(l .md tncf)nr:iKi'il entirely liy llu- example «i wliat was ln-inj;

rcalincil in liriv in. and it was lilt; synipalliv and en raliiin of

the radieal reformers in I'.ritain with their disciples ami followers

in the eolnnies whiell in the end secnred f(pr the latter the peace-

ahle reeo^rniti.jn of iheir riRht to self-government. The imperialist

element, on the contrary, steadily rnainlaiiled that to countenance

such c-laims. or permit their realization, involved the disniemlH-T-

nient and ruin of tlie I'.iiipire. It was indeed just hecause the

demiK-ratic •eform element in I'.ritain. in ileniandinK res|»insihle

self-government for th.inselve.-. frankly favoured eoncediiij; it

to the colonists as well, that they were hr.uided as anti-imperialists

and little-h'.MijIauders. However, they steadily arfjueil that only

through sudl concessions could the alTeclion and res|H'ct of the

colonies Ix.- fostered ami retained. How comiilelely their jHilicv

and predictions have ')een vin< ic.itcd history records.

Now it is chiefly because the I'.ritish type of rcsiwnsihle self-

government is .so thoroughly incori»irated with the dailv lives of

the people, and has heeu carried to such an efficient stage of

development, .alike in the mother country anil the more imiiorlant

colonies, that it is impossible lo take seriously any imperial

programme which does not fully recognize Oiis central fact. It is

necessary, therefore. t<i recall to mind w. .t are the essential

features of that type of government.

i"he central factor of the I'.ritish lype of democratic govern-

ment, which is shared by all the self-governing col-mies, is 'he

cabinet system. .\nil the es.^ence of the cabinet system is that a

oody of men. who are to constitute the executive lle^ ds of the

national ..dministration and also to direct the national legislation

and policy, are mutually selected from the rcpre.sentativcs of the

people i'l parliament, on the understanding that they agree ic;

support each other. un<ler a personal leader, in a comprehensive

line of i>olicy. anil who. in support of that policy, must be able to

command the assent of a majority of the representatives of the

people in parliament. This interdependence of the mcmber.s of a

cabinet, with the necessity for a continuous sup|X)rt on all im'iort-

ant measures by a majority of the popular representatives. lie

essence of the party system. Cabinet government is therefore

inseparable from the p^rty system, and both in turn depend upon

a close attention to public opi-iion. whatever its quality, since this


