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which had been the best at sea since the war began,
Destruction of U-Boats continued at a satisfactory
levgl, as well, and will likely exceed twenty in
number, .

(v) Army -

For the opening assault on France the First
Canadian Army was not committed, but the 3rd Canadian
Division with the 2nd Armoured ﬁrigade‘under command
was employed in the initial sea-land attack, and the
lst Canadian Paratroop Battalion was among.ﬁhe first
troops actually to land in France,

3rd Canadian Divieion, prior to the in-
vasion, had becn separated from other Canadian forma-
tions fn England and had undergone special training for
its assault role, Although these formations had not
had mrevious battle experience, their performance was
most satisfactory - the 3rd Canadian Division was, in
fact, the first formation in the Second British Army
to reach 1ts objJective, and received the congratula-
tions of the Army Commander on its performance,

Casualties during the first stages of the
operation were lower than anticipated, At the same
time, progress of the fighting in France has been satise
factory, The German Command has been unable to bring
up reinforcements at the same rate as the Allied Com-
mand has been able to land new Divisions in spite of
the weather being generally adverse for landing opera-
tions, As of July 6th, the Allied Command had concen-
trated the equivalent of some 33 Divisions, which were
opposed by about 22 German Divisions in the immediate
area, Of these Divisions, eight were armoured, most
of which had been contained by the Second British Army
on the left flank, while the United States Forces were
clearing the Cherbourg Peninsula , :

(c) Air Force =

~ More than 14,100 sortiecs were made on June
6th by the Allied Air Forces in support of landing
operations., The damage done to the German transport
system helped Allied ground forces to establish them-
selves and land reinforcements before the enemy could
bring up the reserves necessary for an effective
counter-offensive, 160,000 sorties were carried out
in June by Allled alrcraft over enemy territory., 1,000
enemy alrcraft were destroyed for the loss of approxi-
mately 1,450 Allied plancs.

" June saw a noteworthy change in the use of

alr power, Separate Allied Air Forces, without losing
their identity, were employcd as one force in support
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