Coming up
African
violets

By BETTIE BRADLEY
Times Community Editor
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Ruth Neate stands amidst her tropical jungle, created with the help of her
husband. Ruth concentrates on African violets and gesneriads.

May-December marriages:

ath This one worked

By CONNIE RAE
Times Staff Writer

Who says May-December marriages
don't work? After reading last week's
Times Telescope, a reader called to in-  “‘old man.’
form us that she had one that did work.  philosophy of

She declined to give her name, because won't hurt them.”
she said nobody knew of the age
difference, and while she wouldn't mind
people knowing, she felt there was still
enough social prejudice that her husband
might

She's been married for nearly 20 years
to a man who is 10 years younger than
herself and the couple have two children
What's more, she has a child from a
previous marriage and has two

They

call her? He calls her babe, of course

can be great

grandchildren. Although she is over 50,
she feels younger than her husband
because she's “'still a kid at heart.”" She's
active in sports and she and her husband
chuckle when people refer to him as her
ascribe to the
what people don’t know

She looks upon men her own age as
ancient.” And what does her husband

She'd love to tell the world who she 1s,
but feels Mississauga 1s just not ready for
that, so she phoned to ask us to let our
readers out there know that, yes, May-
December marriages can work and they

Tulips are pretty
flowers. Daisies are nice.
However, there are two
flowers that don’t just
attract flower lovers —
they cultivate addicts.

Gardeners with roses
are a special breed. For
the serious rose
enthusiast, ‘‘I never
promised you a rose gar-
den” becomes a threat.
African violet enthusiasts,
another breed apart, often

ﬁmake it an almost-full-*
“time hobby.

There is an African
Violet Society of Canada
and several Mississaugans
are members. Their an-
nual convention will be
held at Civic Garden
Centre in Edwards
Gardens at 444 Lawrence
Avenue East this Friday
and Saturday, May 26 and
2.

Ruth Neate, of Indian
Road, has her own plan{
room that measures 13 by
18 feet, turning her base-
ment into a-tropical
jungle. She grows mostly
African violets and
gesneriads.

Ruth has a few hanging
baskets, but concentrates
most of her work under
fluorescent light

Entire families tend to
get involved. In Ruth's
case, her husband design-
ed and constructed the
plant room and also built
the plant stands that house
her collection. «

She is an African violet
judge and an occasional
contributor to the African
Violet Society of Canada
magazine Chatter.

Marjorie and Alex
Blenkarn like competition
— and they're not at all
adverse to competing with
one another. They often
enter shows indiyidually,
which is exactly what they
plan to do at this week’s
show.

The Blenkarns winter in
Florida, but it hardly in-
terferes with their violet
culture — they simply take
their plants with them. An
inspection by the depart-
ment of agriculture before
they leave Canada and by
the equivalent authority in
Florida before they return
home ensures that no un-
welcome pests or diseases
are transported along with
the plants.

Unlike the Blenkams,
who get a kick out of com-
peting with each other,
John and Doris Brownlie
of Silver Creek Boulevard
‘work together.

John and Doris are both
school teachers and both
are qualified African violet
judges, having judged
many shows in the USA
and Canada.

They are often winners
and are expected to be
strong contenders for
awards in this week’s
show

On Friday the national
convention and show will
be open from 2 p.m. until 9
p.m. and on Saturday from
10 am. to 5 p.m. There
will be displays of plants
and a commercial sales
room. Admission is §1 and
non-violet-addicts are also
invited
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John and Doris Brownlie work as a team. Both

are qualified judges of. African violets and their
local awards have included best-in-show, junior
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queen, best gesneriad, best miniature as well as
the gold rosette for group-of-three registered
plants at the American African Violet Society.
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Marjorie and Alex Blenkarn are African violet  take many of their pl;mts along with them.
specialists who, when they winter in Florida,
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DISCOUNT

200/0 huge selection of tabrics PLUS
DRAPES MADE LABO,UR,\N_CLUPFD
MINIMUM LENGTH 63" ... ~

Deliveries and installations

done efficiently and profes-
sionally by Mayfair's fleet.
Free- -At- -
Hugestocks Available Fas‘ 7 Day o Sha‘:ﬁ:i'r‘: Ot;:;eri-
Mayfair collects top quality De"vary on enced decorators will
fabrics from around the come to your home or of-
world and keeps a large Requeﬂ fice for day or evening ap-

inventory on hand for your

intments with
tory poi s without charge

or obligation.

For a Day or Evening Appointment Call

661-2131

4699 KEELE ST.
(at Finch) S. of Steeles,
- 223-9651 661-2131
1807 LAWRENCE AVE.E. 2673 EGLINTON AVE.E.

at Pharmacy t Bri
751-1574 ;87:%

PRINTED

ETOBICO

4890 DUNDA

‘s

[ 48

designs.
s 49 s 1 88 - c Washabie. ides! prints
NOW d. FROM yd. NOW YD for table cloths, drapes,
AT FABRICLAND AT FABRICLAND . ﬁx. :i 3‘5’.“&,.;","1" p:n

ton

chalk

PLUS MANY MORE UNADVERTISED
SUPER SPECIALS IN ALL STORES

REXDALE

28 . ISLINGTON AVE.
(at Albion)

742-0600

ABARDINE PRINTED COTTONS

45" wide in assorted shades,
selec tions vary. Great for summer
outfits. Skirts, jackets & pants

45'
blends. Totally washable. Select from
a huge range of assorted colors &

“TERRIFIC” T-SHIRT

60-72'" Wide 50% polyester, 50% cot-

45" wide. 65% polyester/35% cot-
ton. Select from plain, pin-stripe &

totally co-ordinated group.

NOW
AT FABRICLAND
NOTIONS
Trim 25¢ per yd.

Thread  88° for 3 spools

Buttons
DECALS
SCISSORS

CORDUROQY OR DENIM

Exciting ends up to 2 yds. long, an
excellent valué that you won't want to c
w

miss. 100% Gotton up to 45" wide.

SINGLE KNITS

An exciting group of 100% po-
lyester. Single knits in a wide
range of shades, all sold as is
60" wide, great for children's
wear, cover-ups and drapes

' wide. 100% cotton and/or cotton

AT FABRICLAND

assortment Not Availabie in
Al Stores.

NOW 3129

KNITS

Some irreg. Selection varies.

NOW 99c”°

AT FABRICLAND

CHAMBRAY

QUILT BATTING
78" wide. 100% polyester. Total-
ly washable. All sold by the piece
in a bag. It's really economical,
so you won't want {o miss this.
2% yds. per bag.

stripe. Fresh, clear in this

ol g

77¢ 11b. bag
6 tor 88°
$2% gach

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LMt
QUANTITIES
NO DEALERS PLEASE

M lS§JS§ﬁUGA
.;im&.P (;;:'qu;m

1278-5531

'MISSISSAUGA

ntario St. (Hwy. 10)
f Dundas Hwy.)

769-2835




