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Lawyers in a dangerous time
you can reduce the damage the sys­
tem does to some of our clients 
through law; sometimes you can al­
most get some fairness in the system, 
but I’m not one of these people.... 
who believes you're going to change 
the world through lawyers, which is 
what someone once believed in the 
sixties... It’s the political pressure and 
the organization and the media pres­
sure that actually changes the way 
politicians and governments do 
things. It’s not the law suits.”

not a whole lot of people in there 
that I bump into... on a regular basis 
who you’d say are unable to retain a 
lawyer when they want to have one. 
Anyone we exclude on financial rea­
sons should be able to retain a law­
yer"

Cont’d from page 3 power company and its customers. 
In addition, the Dalhousie Legal Aid 
Service has litigated most of the test1 louse, a shelter for women.

Dalhousie Legal Aid helped im- • casesinNovaScotiainvolvingsocial 
prove the Residential tenancies Act assistance and family benefits, 
by getting standard form leases, and 
because of Dalhousie Legal Aid the record, Thompson is cynical about 
Nova Scotia Power Corporation is the potential ofsocial reform through 
now one of the only electric utility law. “I’m one of these people who 
companies in Canada that is subject says that law is a very limited tool for 
to a third-party decision-making social change. You don't change the 
process over disputes between the world through law. What you do is

Despite this impressive track

Thompson also refutes the popu­
lar perception that lawyers deliver­
ing legal aid service don’t represent 
their clients with the same commit­
ment they give to full paying custom­
ers. He argues that “Legal aid lawyers 
are driven by an intense loyalty to 
their clients, especially given the dis- 

“OlVr r'îfPtlÉS advantage their clients face. They
have the advantage over a private

CCiliCClte lawyer in a sense. They’re not con­
strained in their preparation of the

students on the 0356 by how much the client can
, ri*r afford to pay. It’s driven by the meritsrealities Oj life and the needs of the individual cli-

being poor...”

The Dalhousie Legal Aid Service 
represents people in Halifax,
Dartmouth, and Sackville who meet 
financial eligibility requirements. For 
a single person this means a gross 
income ofless than $ 1246. per month, 
while for a single mother with two 
children the cut-off point is approxi­
mately $ 2100. per month. Thompson 
remarks that ‘The interesting thing 
to me is how rarely we have issues of 
financial eligibility come up here.
The most common problem we face... 
is when someone’s financial services 'Thompson says the idea that there straint on the legal aid lawyer is time.

a lot of people who can’t afford a “The flip side of that is for the legal 
lawyer but who aren’t eligible for aid lawyer, the question is, who’s

Invitation
As part of its routine planning process, the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences conducts periodic reviews of all 
academic departments. In 1992-93, Review Committees are 
examining the departments of English, French, and Political 
Science. Students ( undergraduate or graduate, current or 
former, majoring in these fields or studying them as 
electives) who would like to comment on the curriculum or 
future development of these departments, their experience as 
students within these departments, or any other aspects of 
these departments* activities, are cordially invited to meet 
with or write to the appropriate Review Committee. All 
communications will be treated as strictly confidential. To 
set up an appointment, for an individual or a group, please 
contact the chairperson of the Review Committee or the 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences by December 15, 
1992.
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ent." Nevertheless, he does acknowl­
edge that whereas regular lawyers 
experience financial constraints on 
full service delivery, the biggest con-

change while they’re here." When are 
such a situation does arise, “we reas­
sess their financial eligibility. If they legal aid is“amyth... People often say bleeding the worst ? Whose need is
get a job two days before we’re going “the middle class and up can afford greatest ?... I’m going todeal with the
to a trial we go ahead and do the trial. lawyers and very poor people can get woman who’s been beaten by her
In other cases, if it’s well enough in legal aid lawyers. The people who husband first, before I deal with the
advance, we send them out to a pri- really suffer are the working poor in divorce that can afford to wait."

between. Well, quite frankly there’s

Dr. D. Schroeder (Department of Music, 494-3867):
Chair, Review Committee, Department of English 

Dr. J. Verpoorte (Department of Biochemistry,494 
-2022): Chair, Review Committee, Department 
of French

Dr. D. Elliott (Department of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology, 494-8860): Chair, Review Committee, 
Department of Political Science

The Dalhousie Legal Aid Service 
is intimately associated with Dal­
housie University and Dalhousie Law 
School. In fact, the legal aid clinic 
was set up as a result of law students, 
professors, and community lawyers 
in the early seventies. Today, the law 
school and the university fund al­
most two-thirds of theclinic’sbudget. 
Three faculty members of Dalhousie 
Law School practice at the Dalhou­
sie Legal Aid Service. In addition, 
twelve to sixteen third year law stu­
dents come to work at the clinic each

vate lawyer."
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HOME-GROWN-RECORDING-ARTIST The FACULTY OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES offers a 

unique opportunity for those interested in graduate work, at both the 
Masters and PhD level, to pursue their own interests, build on oast 
experience, and explore ideas from a broad spectrum of natural, 
social, built and organizational environment perspectives. 
Interdisciplinary, individualized and flexible programmes are offered 
in a wide range of areas including:

• urban planning
• social policy
• organizational change
• international development
• impact assessment
• regional planning and 

development
• women and environments
• environmental planning 

and design
• environmental thought
• housing
• resource management
• communication, advocacy 

and social change
• environmental education

■ I lA term for academic credit
Thompson remarks that this kind 

of “hands-on" education is invalu­
able to students. “The poor people 
who come through here, our clients, 
educate the students in the realities 
of life being poor and in the realities 
of life beingblack, and in therealities 
of life being a woman who’s abused... 
it’s quite interesting often to see stu­
dents come in here who just want to 
get some practical experience with 
what itslike to face disadvantage and 
to face prej udice and to face discrim i- 
nation, and it affects them for the 
rest of their lives."

Despite the financial attachment 
to the University and government, 
Thompson maintains that the Dal­
housie Legal A id Service speaks with 
an independent voice in the com­
munity. Indeed, he feels this inde­
pendence makes the Legal Aid clinic 
an essential service because it is able 
to speak on behalf of those whose 
lack of money has muted their claims 
for basic rights. “If we were not in the 
community, I think it would be a 
great loss to the whole low income 
community and many of the groups 
that work within the low income 
community."

■ • human services and health
• Native / Canadian 

relations
• quality of working
• environmental politics 

and economics
• environmental policy
• tropical environments
• biological conservation
• northern studies
• action learning
• environment and behaviour
• organizational 

environments
• cooperative management

life

Applications for September 1993 should be received by March 1, 1993.
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v also offers an undergraduate degree programme leading 
for in Environmental Studies (BES). Information for all

FRIDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 20TH • 9:00 PM 'TIL CLOSING 
DON'T MISS HIS FIRST APPEARANCE IN HALIFAX 

TO LAUNCH HIS NEW ALBUM "DIVIDED HIGHWAY"
Coordinator of External Liaison 
Faculty of Environmental Studies 
York University 
4700 Keele Street 
North York, Ontario, Canada 
M3J 1P3
Tel. (416) 736-5252 
Fax (416) 736-5679
BitNet: ES052003@OR10N.YQRKU.CA
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