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Through Dina’s eyes: a look at El Salvador

by Kirsten Nichols

Dina Tobar Mejia, very fai
away from her village in El Salva-
dor tersely
through an
snowy, Canadian afternoon. As a

answered questions
Interpreter  on a

Salvadoran, she hopes that the
Witness to Courage Tour spon-
sored by the Jesuir Centre and
Oxfam will inform Canadians of
a situarion Onawa could help
ease.

I'here 1s a civil war on-going in
El Salvador, where the army often
seems to be in control.

Mejia's husband was killed by
soldiers in 1980, as were 19 other
members of her family since 1979.

With her daughier and much of
the rest of her village, Mena fled
to netghbouring Honduras
I'here afrer eight vearsof living
in a refugee camp encircled by the
Honduran military they were
given three choices by the Hon-
duran
individually; go o a third hosi

country; or become nanonalized

gavernment; repatriate

Becoming nanonalized would
have left them as eleven thousand
pPOOT land where
there
starving.

There was no third host coun-
try ready 1o 11,000
refugees.

Going

peasants in a

were  already 1oo many

accept

back to El Salvador,

Feds slash $8 million
from summer job program

OTTAWA (CUP) — With 24
hours notice 1o student lobby
groups and opposition critics, the
federal governmeni slashed funds
for a post-secondary summer
employment program and chan-
nelled 1t to high school ;nh
crearion.

The Toriesannounced an over-
all increase in the Challenge '89
program January 27, but re-
directed it, and then some, to high
school students. The result is a
loss of 88 milhhion worth of
summer jobs for umversity and
college students.

Youth Minister Jean Charest's
announcement included $31.3
million alloted 10 New Bruns-
wick and Newfoundland for spe-
cial five-vear employment
programs for vouths making rthe

transition trom school 1o work —
negotiated last fall. Taking this
into account, spending is actually
down by $12.3 million from last
year's $180 milhon.

“He's rading off one group of
vouth for another. . . showing a
flagran disregard. . . a real lack of
mtegrity,” said James Tate, dep-
uty chair of the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students.

Budger forced a
decision over who would benefit
from the job money, said youth
minisiry communications direc-
tor Micheline Certe.

“Our data indicates rthat the
unemployment level was highest
amongst high school studenis
going back to school,” said Certe.

constraints

Tate said the cutbacks will
force students further into debi.
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individually, was not a choice
I'he refugees had heard of fami-
lies that had gone back only 1o
end up in jail. Or, “they ended up
being corpses on the side of the
road"”, as Mepa commented

I}Il‘ COMIMunIN (ll'l \E!E'(I on a
mass repatriatnion of 1,500 people.
['hey planned it for nine months.
I'he community
the international communiry, for

and rhe Salvadoran

informed both

protection,
government, for permission

I'hey did nor ger a reply from
their governmeni until two weeks
betore their departure daie.

A Salvador minister appeared
at the refugees’ camp, for a meer-
ing with the refugees. “She said 1o
us that she didn't realize we (the
refugees) and thar
President Duarte had sent word
that we couldn't come back." said
Mejia.

were there

“We realized thar we are Salv-
doran, we should have the right
to go back, so how could they rell
us that we didn’t have the night to
g0 back 1o our country?’

I'he official then told the com-
munity that if they retuimed they
would be in violation ol the Cen-
tral American Peace Accord. In
actuality the Government by not
assisting the refugees with then
repairiation was in violarion.

“That's how rhey twist things
in Central America. It's another
world down there.” commented
the worker for the Jesuir Centre.

I'he 4,500 left Honduras. As
they got across the border rhey
were interrogated one by one by
the aurthorities,

I'he Salvadoran finally
returned home to rebuild rheir

had

Continued on page 10
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Senate plagiarism

Continued from page 3
situation ‘discouraging’. The
professor that although
Senate feels thar iris dealing effec-
nvely with the problem of pla-
giarism, the 1ssue deserves more
attention because students are not
being penalized properly.

“I have talked ro at least a half
dozen professors who don't take
cases to the Senate (Discipline)
Committee, because they feel that
nothing happens’, she says.

Belzer agrees thar siricrer regu-
lations are needed. “If a student is
found not guilry of intent, then
no ‘academic offence’ has
occurred and a  student can
request a mark for an assignment
which they have plagiarized,
intentionally or not."” says Belzer.

says

Student Union Elections
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

ELECTION DATES, MARCH 14-16, 1989

The following positions are available:

President/Executive Vice-President NEW SENA TE POSITION

(one team)
Board of Governors (2]
Science Rep. (2)
Science Rep. (3)
Arts Rep. (2)

Management Studies Rep.

Engineering Rep.
SAHPER Representative

The Senate Discipline Com-
mittee has dealt with 15 cases of
alleged plagiarism in the past
four vears. Plagiarism was con-
firmed 11 of those times,

SUBspace

Continued from page 1

loped campus communiry radio
station.”

DeMont foresees an acceptance
of the reallocarion plan. He
believes “the main concerns of
the Student Council will be how
to fund the projeci our of an
already nght budger plus the
actual (logistics of) space
distribution.”

Part-time Students” Representative

Nominations open: Monday, January 30 at 9:30am
Nominations close: Monday, February 20 at 4:00pm

Nomination forms are available from Room 222 of the Student
Union Building starting Monday, January 30. For further
information please contact Wayne Aspinall,
Officer at 424-2146, or in Room 222, S.U.B.

Science Representative
Management Studies Rep.

Medicine Representative
Dentistry Representative
Health Professions Rep.

Continued from page 3

not to pay i assessed contrihu-

tions. Needless 1o sav, this hort
the U N enovmoushy, s

© On theorher hand said §owis,
Canada’s position in the j

NS
1o be admired. “We have so much
said
o e

Lewis, and inds up 1o

this credibility 1o 0w uimost”
Having just been vored in the
new Security Gonineil, Canada
now has the potential to use |
authoriy

and take siands

Arts Representative

Law Representative

Graduate Studies Rep.

Chief Returning
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