
Page ThreeThursday, February 26, 1959
Graduate Studies Column

THE BRIMMING CUP —DENNIS STAIRS d CduitWalk*

tics areanemaUniversity editors are developing a knack for getting into trouble, or so it would seem from the recent 
flood of expulsions, hearings and reprimands.

In Vancouver, Editor - in - Chief,
Dave Robertson and City Editor,
Kerry Feltham of The Ubyssey are 
awaiting a verdict from the Student 
Court for stealing a painting from a case, 
collection hanging in the Student 
Union Building. The two, formally 
charged with “conduct unbecoming 
of a student", removed the piece, 
valued at $400, last November 3 as a 
“prank to show how easily the 
paintings could be taken from the 
building ’ and to see how long the 
disappearance would be unnoticed.
The theft was not officially discov
ered until November 27, when the 
RCMP were notified. The mystery 
was finally solved on February 5, 
when student councillors were led 
by a tip to the editors’ apartment 
where the painting had been stored.
The pair, having testified that they

by HARRY LOWEhad delayed returning it until they over the weekend. The cadets have 
could find a way of doing it unde- appeared, among other places on the 
tected, resigned their newspaper Ed Sullivan Show and at Carnegie 
posts pending investigation of the

Most people are familiar with the universal appeal of a humorous 
cartoon. Such a cartoon needs no caption but is immediately understood 
by a person from any part of the world as will be evidenced by either his 
laughter or his immediate change in facial expression. Akin to this uni
versality of the humorous cartoon is the university of mathematics.

Cultural elements such as langu
age, religion, and dress are generally 
peculiar to regional groups but 
mathematics is for the most part 
universal in nature. During the past 
summer an international biometric 
conference was held at the Domin
ion Bureau of Statistics in Ottawa.
In attendance were people repre
senting all manners of language, 
dress, and religion as well as shades 
of political opinion. Yet at meetings 
of this type it is found that the 
German biometrican shares the same 
biometrics, the science of statistics 
applied to biological observations, 
with the American biometrician and 
the Japanese topologist and the 
American topologist share the same 
topology. Any differences that do 
exist between them will, in general, 
have to do with detailed concerning 
new theories rather than with the 
known facts which they share.

This puts mathematics in a 
seemingly unique position today.
The mathematicians of the world 
may speak various natural tongues 
but their mathematical language is 
practically universal. After pierc-; 
ing the natural language barrier a 
ma hematician as a rule finds in a 
journal published in any part of 
the world the same mathematical 
symbols which he himself uses.

We have established one of the cul
tural characteristics namely, its uni
versality. We now ask, what is 
mathematics? Of course, we are 
most likely to think of our own 
particular cultural relationship if we 
try to answer this question. Furth
ermore we are apt to end up point
ing to various things we call mathe
matics, and for most people this is 
all they can accomplish. This, how
ever, does not define mathematics 
and we should not be alarmed 
if we cannot define it. Philosophy 
has tried in vain to obtain an 
answer and has failed chiefly be
cause mathematics is not absolute 
by nature. It changes with time and 
place. We are capable of giving a 
fair answer of what mathematics 
was in Greece around 100 B.C. and 
much of the mathematics of that era 
has been processed by the centuries 
to become part of what we call 
mathematics today. Superficially the 
Greek geometry seems still to be 
part of mathematics but strictly 
speaking it is not. The modern axi
omatic form of geometry is some
thing quite different from what the 
Greeks considered it and the mod
ern form of what they called geo
metry is only one of several geo
metries. Greek geometry thus no 
longer constitutes mathematics.

Hall.
Reporters of Saskatchewan's 

_ „ , ,, , Sheaf, spurred by the recent sus-
While Dalhousians are humbly pensjon Gf a Vancouver nurse for 

battling to have the canteen cat necking in front of a hospital resi- 
washed, R.I.T. is basking in the pro- dence in broad daylight, have in- 
verbial “lap of luxury". The Ryer- vestigated y. of S.'s Ellis Hall. They 
sonian reports that a Seeburg Stereo , discovered_ among other things, that 
Juke has been installed in the col- boys have been giving “sustained 
lege cafeteria. The big advantage: kisses>. to the girls in the blazing 
“Instead of dishes, we hear music”.
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i Mathematics, or what we call 

mathematics, has changed during 
the ages. Actually there is great 
variability in the subject matter 
covered by the term mathematics. 
Within the past half century 
mathematical logic, which was 
previously not mentioned in any 
history of mathematics, is coming 
to be considered part of mathe
matics. Hence an absolute defini
tion of mathematics probably can
not be found.

If we cannot obtain the absolute 
definition of mathematics can we 
say what mathematics is today? We 
can approach the answer using a 
culturalogical approach by observ
ing what mathematicians as mathe
maticians do. We find that as 
mathematicians they seem to be 
working with “abstract forms or 
structures and relations between 
them" to quote R. L. Wilden. Usu
ally, and fortunately so, the abstract 
structures have their properties sat
isfied by something in real life or 
which we can at least visualize and 
the abstract structures can thus be 
applied to individual special cases. 
Quite locically, thus, if one takes 
some forms, say those to be found 
in painting or music, and abstracts 
them ones does mathematics. Art 
is also concerned with structure but 
it involves a certain process of in
dividualization which is not to be 
found in mathematics. The mathe
matician can think of the abstract 
number four, but the painter will 
paint four objects. Present-day 
mathematics is then an element of 
culture “embodying concepts about 
abstract structures and relations be
tween these structures" to quote 
Wilder again. The content is, of 
course, variable and the cultural 
forces of the day determinize the 
direction of change in the content. 
This, then, is the relationship be
tween mathematics and culture.
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doorlights of the entrance. The re
porters observed that the nursesThe McGill Carnival Revue, ac- _ 

cording to the Daily, has brought seemed to be doing most of their 
the biggest act “since its conception" training on the front doorstep. They 
to Montreal. The West Point Glee promised to continue their inquiries 
Club, comprising a choir of 96 and informe students of their lind- 
cadets, a quartet and a concert pian- ings with “persistent regularity.” 
ist, presented two concerts and They appear to be enjoying their as- 
appeared at the Forum Ice Revue signment.
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Opportunities for*

OFFICER CAREERS 
IN THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY

r Appointments to see the naval University Liaison officer 
may be made through your

UNIVERSITY PLACEMENT OFFICE
\

Instructor Commander W. H. FOWLER, R.C.N.

Wallace
OPTOMETRISTS

will be at
*

! Dalhousie University
PHONE 2-4444 

WALLACE BUILDING
to provide full information and to givei." HALIFAXPERSONAL INTERVIEWS GRANVILLE AT BLOWERS

ALL-DAY MILDNESS•f
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March 4, 1959 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Room 150 Arts and Administration Bldg.
J)
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VNaval Cadetships in the regular force are now 
available to selected undergraduates, providing 
subsidized continuing university education and 
leading to commissions in the Royal Canadian Navy 
immediately on graduation.
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Black Cat/ * PLAIN
CORK
FILTERROYAL CANADIAN NAVY


