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Administration on the rc
'it's spring again, a time of year when the first soft curses of cycllsts are

heard as they struggle to lock up their bicycles.
Why curses, you ask? Are not the bicce racks on campus adequate?

Sure they're adequate, if you happen to ride a single speed bicycle with M0
inch wheeis. The racks date back to an era before quick release wheels,
deraileurs or U-shaped shackle locks.

The rackson,campus were desi gned for locking cheap bikes With cheap
locks. The only locks easiiy used with these racks are cable locks, Which are
easily cut by any enterprising youth with a vise grip plier. U-shaped
shackle locks, which are secure, are alnmpst impossible to use wlth these
racks.

Even ignorlng the lack of security, the racs are damaging to bicycl es.
The racks support 27 inch wheel bicycles on <>âlky one quarter of the
wheel, leaving the wheel vuinerabie to malicious or accidenitalidig
The derai leurs found on most modern bicycles are also easlly dar y
the support provlded.

Cyclists naturally respond to these def iciencies by locking their bicycles
elsewhere: trees, railings, signposts. The administration has responded
predictabiy enough by posting slgns forbiddlng the use of railings. They
neyer paused to consider why their racks go beggigwhilepeopie use the
railings.

The resuit of these problems is that the campus Wlttered with expent-
sive paper weights. The alternative is the mnodificition or preferably
replacement of the present racks.

Surely the Department of Industrial Design or the Faculty of Engineer-
ing could corne up with a better design. The City of Edmonton has
experimented with various designs over the Iast few years. A particularly
good example is found at the corner of Jasper and 105 Street.

But what about the cost of ail this? The protection of bicycles worth
upwards of $200 would seem important. As welI, the trne spent by
Campus Security and the Police Departmentinvestigating thefts Must cost
something. A well-designed rack along with a secure Iock wiIl prevent
most if flot ail bicycle thefts. Perhaps the oid racks couid be soid ta a scrap
metal dealer.

Finaiiy, bicycles reduce the pressure for parking on campus whiie
providing the most aesthetlcally pleasing.fmode of transportation arounid.

Wayne FHoyle

Our apologies to Students' Union VP Finiance-elect Tim - not Tom - Boston
whosçe mïonier we got wrong twice. Sorry about the inconvenience - but-at least
we're consistent.
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