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The Thursday, January 24 issue of the Gateway
ran an article on the Students’ Council meeting
of the previous Tuesday that made mention of a
“heated exchange” between SU president Floyd
Hodgins and Anne McGrath. In light of the com-
ing SU election, it is worthwhile re-exmaining
the events which led to yet another public dis-
play of intolerance, childishness and “if-you-
don’t-play-by-my-rules-I’ll-take-my-ball-and-
go-home” politics. This particular incident is
representative of a number of abuses of power
by certain members of the current executive
and reflects the characters of those members.
When casting your ballots for the '84-’85 execu-
tive, remember. Often lamentably, the people
who seek election can have a profoundly detri-
mental effect on our education; equally lamen-
tably, we can often hope they will be merely
ineffectual. Like houseplants.

Considerable copy in early issues of this year’s
Gateway was dedicated to McGrath’s bid to
become Academic Commissioner at the U of A
and her subsequent failure to obtain this posi-
tion. Though her paper qualifications were
exemplary, Council rejected McGrath’s candi-
dacy, as is its right. McGrath contends the rea-
son Council overturned the nomination com-
mittee’s selection of her (allegedly under the
direction of Hodgins, VP Internal Gord Stamp
and VP External Paul Alpern) was her affiliation
with the Communist Party of Canada and not for
reasons directly related to her ability to execute
the duties of the office of Academic Commis-
sioner. As the allegation of Communophobia
cannot be proved without the aid of Lenin’s
ghost, no further discussion of the allegaton will
follow. However, to further complicate the
Hodgins/McGrath dispute, the Committee for
Impeachment, which aimed at removing the
above mentioned executive members from
office, was spearheaded by friends of McGrath.

Animosity between McGrath and Hodgins
escalated and became increasingly personal
until, in an argument over an Edmonton Journal
article, McGrath called Hodgins (here | follow
the example of Barbara Bush in campaigning for
the U.S. presidency) a *(I-can’-print-that-but-it-
rhymes-with-trucking) liar.” Yes, really. In pub-
lic. Several times. Unjustly assaulted, Hodgins
called Campus Security and an investigation was
launched through the apparatus of the Univer-
sity Disciplinary Panel which could have resulted
in McGrath’s expulsion from university for sub-
jecting Hodgins to “mental indignity.” And God
knows she deserved it; students’ sensibilities are
seldom abused in such a reprehensible manner.
To add insult to injury, when questioned about
her reasons for making the statement by a
representative of Campus Security, McGrath
replied, “because he is.”

Though it is beyond contention that both par-
ties should be chastised for their actions, it is
Hodgins particularly who should be repri-
manded. The absurdity of his complaint, regis-
tered several days after the event actually
occurred, is eloquently demonstrated by Cam-
pus Security’s refusal to comment on the
investigation.

In fact, it seems everyone would rather forget
about it. When questioned Floyd claimed
there was no story here and in fact discouraged
further coverage of the incident. Displaying his
concern for McGrath’s future, he suggested
further coverage could “jeopardize her career.”
McGrath is in education; everyone knows a
Communist has never been hired by the A.T.A.
Just ask Jim Keegstra.

I hat Hodgins 1s not pursuing the issue perhaps
indicates he has realized his error. Unfortu-
nately, this is only one incident among many by

Hodgins and others, which dre an embarass-
ment to the rest of the student body.

~ Did Hodgins (and his fellow nasties) assume
that his election as SU president was going to
grant him immunity from public scrutiny and
opposition? Did he seriously believe election
was some sort of benediction? If so, then he has
‘an amusingly erroneous conception of politics,
student or otherwise. To become a public fig-
ure, as the SU president is, is to become a focus
for opposition, rational or otherwise. Hodgins
should have had sufficient aristocracy of charac-
ter to transcend McGrath’s comment. That he
could not, that he was unable to leave McGrath
to her emotional outbursts alone, that his com-
plaint initiated her investigation unnecessarily,
does nothing to shore up Hodgins’ deteriorat-
ing reputation on campus.

Here | might add a note of practical Machia-
vellian advice to both Hodgins and his succes-
sors: allowing a certain measure of freedom to
the opposition lends credibility to the regime.
Get it?

To help bring about a revolution in Hodgins’
consciousness, and thatofthe other candidates
seeking positions on the SU in the coming elec-
tion, to bring him to that state of being to which
he aspires, | offer the following scenario to U of
A students.

Can you imagine if one student walked into
the SU offices, walked up to Hodgins and said,
“Floyd, you're a (I-can’-print-that-but-it-rhymes-
with-clucking) liar,” and walked out? He’'d
probably think that person was morally degen-
erate and initiate an investigation into their sor-
did character.

And if two people, can you imagine, two
people walked into the SU offices and said, in
harmony, “Floyd, you’re a (I-can’-print-that-
but-it-rhymes-with-plucking) liar,” and walked
out? He'd probably think they were both sick and
have them both investigated.

And if three people, yes friends, three people
walked into the SU offices, said in harmony and
with feeling, “Floyd, you’re a (I-can’-print-that-
but-it-rhymes-with-shucking) liar,” and walked
out, he might think it was an organization, begin
to perspire on his eyelids and upper lip and
glance over his shoulder at the spectre of
responsibility.

And if fifty people a day, | said fifty people a
day, walked into the SU offices, from now until
the new executive takes over, said, together or
independently, in harmony and with feeling,
“Floyd, you’re a (I-can’-print-that-but-it-rhymes-
with-ducking) liar,” and walked out, he might
think it was a movement.

And friends, that is what it is.

It’s the University of Alberta Movement of
Students Against Social Injustice, Ignoble Behav-
iour and Power Abuse, Supporting Responsibil-
ity, Humility in the Execution of Public Office
and Aristocratic Character. And all you gotta do
to join is walk into the SU offices, walk right up
to Floyd, and say...

Do you think he’ll get the message?

Knowing the network which links all politi-
cally inclined students, do you think more
importantly, they’ll get the message?

When the SU election approaches with the
dawn of the seventh and eighth of February, be
wary of candidates who take themselves too
seriously and their work not seriously enough.

If you must vote (and | say that with only the
smallest measure of cynicism; in actuality |
recommend you do, considering the possible
impact the SU executive can have on your edu-
cation), vote carefully and responsibly.

With thanks to Denis Vincent, Tim Sharon and
Arlo Guthrie
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WV NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

The Ontario College of Naturopathic Medicine
(OCNM ) is currently accepting applications for classes
commencing in September 1985. Prerequisites include 3
years of university with specific science courses. We offer
a four year clinically oriented program which leads to
graduation as a Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine and
eligibility for licensure. The curriculum includes basic
medical sciences and clinical disciplines as well as naturo-
pathic diagnosis and therapeutics. OCNM is the only
recognized college of Naturopathic Medicine in Canada.

For full information about the naturopathic profession and
the program offered at OCNM call direct (416) 928-1110 or
write:

CONSIDER A CAREER

The Registrar, OCNM
Dept. 114, 1263 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario MSR 2C1
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& & Going Your Way!

SOUTH PACIFIC
SHOW NIGHT

WHERE: Room 142 SUB

WHEN: Monday, Feb. 11
7:00 pm
Come join Travel Cuts for an informative

evening on Australia, New Zealand, and the
South Pacific Islands.

FEATURING:

® Films ® Contiki

® Slide Show ® Door Prizes
TRAVEL CUTS

Main Floor Students’ Union Building ® 432-2592

Bear Couhtry

by Shane Berg

MEANWHILE | BAK AT THE TAGLE -HOKEY
GAME .. .
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