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THE GATEWAY, Tuesday, February 17, 1976.

No way! Students aren’t niggers in Freshman English

Two weeks ago we ran a reprint of
Jerry Farber’'s ““Students As Niggers”
article, remember? Well, we discovered
that some years after that article was
originally written, someone else in the
world of academia came up with a retort
(of sorts) and weve decided to proffer it to
you on the pages of our humble
newspaper.

It's a play by Elizabeth Christman,
originally entitled “Freshman English”
and published in the September-October
1971 issue of The Critic. It's substantially
more humourous than was Farber's
work, it has a tendancy to exaggerate a
situation out of proportion.

Be that as it may, it seems to balance
some of the thoughts Farber expressed
and might be usefull for a laugh and a
thought or two. Qur apologies to The
Critic for such blatant theft.

Scene One: A Classroom

Professor: Hey there, guys and
gals, Welcome to Freshman
English. I'm Sanford Gusher, the
guy in.charge of this section. You
can start right now calling me
Sandy.

This 1s 1976 and you're all
Consciousness Il people. and
hell, so am |, so let's don't play
Teacher-and-Pupils - let's relate
to each other as individuals.

You'll notice I'm barefoot. |
want you to dig right away that
I've discarded my Establishment
hang-ups. I'm not gonna teach
you - we're gonna learntogether.
In fact every day I'm gonna ask
one of you to step up here to the
desk and teach the class and I'm
gonna sit down there and learn.

You there, Beautiful - the
blonde chick in the second row
with the puzzled frown - what's
your name and what's vyour
problem?

Student: My name is Kimber-
ly Klopmitz, Professor Gusher,
and | ...

Gusher: Bag that, Kim. Not
Professor. Sandy.

Kim: It seems to me, Sandy.
that instead of having anybody
stand up at a desk and teach, we
ought to get rid of that deper-
sonalizing structure. Why don't
we push these desks back
against the walls and sit on the
floor?

Gusher: Right on, Kim. A
groovy idea. Come on,
everybody, down on the floor.

Erin Monahan: | suggest that
if we're really going to relate to
each other in a meaningful way,
we ought to group into modules,
where we can like held hands or

rub knees with the other
members of our group.
Gusher: You said it, man!

Wait a minute, though. Let me
pass out this syllabus before you
start holding hands. (Passes it
out.)

Mohammed Brown raises
his hand.

Gusher: Hey, man, don't put
your hand up. That’'s not where
it's at. Just sing out.

Brown: Mr. Gusher ...

Gusher: Not Mr. Gusher.
Sandy. Remember?

Brown: | prefer addressing
you as Mr. Gusher, as that
decadent form of address
defines the decadent life style of
the white power structure which
you represent. Mr. Gusher, |
decline to purchase this textbook
on vyour syllabus. This book is
racially oriented. It's an insult to

SUB Theatre

Wed, Sat & Sun
Feb 18, 21, & 22

DOUBLE FEATURE

7 PM all nights

Y

SINGS
THE

BLUES

Adult NSFC

9:30 PM all nights

Mahogany

Adult

NOTE:

Price Changes
One Feature:
regular admissior.

Double 4
Feature: Adv - full bers with
the presentation of an ID card -
$1.50/Non-members - $2.50. Atthe
door full SU members with ID card -
$2.50/Non-members - $3.50
Also-Tickets for a Thurs. pertormance
were sold in error. Refunds at HUB
Box Office or at the door on Feb. 18,
21, 22.

Friday
February 20

‘LES
ORDRES’

Adult

Monday
February 23
7 PM only

WINNER OF 11
ACADEMY AWARDS!
i R T ]

Two shows nightly
Doors open 6:30-9:00 pm
Complete showing

7:00-9:30 pm

Tickets - Advance - full SUmembers with the presentation of an ID Card ... $1.00, Others.... -
$1.50. At the Door - full SU members with the presentation of an ID Card ... $1.60, Others

... $2.00

me as a black man.

Gusher: Racially oriented?
How do you figure that?

Brown (contemptuously):
“Grammar and Rhetoric.” All
grammar is racially oriented.
Teaching grammar is the white
man’s subterranean campaign to
destroy black culture and black
life style.

Gusher: | see your point,
brother. We'll bag the “"Grammar
and Rhetoric.” Scratch that,
everybody. Every man his own
grammarian. | think you'll dig this
anthology, “Shooting Up.” It's ...

Shelley-May Byrd: | suggest
we scratch the anthology too.

Other students: Right on!

Gusher: Hey, wait a minute,
gang. You haven't even seen it
yet. It's cool - the latest thing for
the Now Generation from Ran-
dom, Chance & Serendipity. It's
coedited by a Black Panther, a
female Palestinian guerrilla, and
a member of the Gay Liberation
Front. You'll really dig it.

Shelley-May: No way.
Reading stories by other writers
stifles my creativity. No way I'm
gonna let that happen.

Other students: No way.

Gusher. Hold it. This
anthology canturnyouon.Allthe
stories are based on relevant
social concerns like deper-
sonalization of prostitution in an
urban center ...

Students (louder): No way.
Gusher (louder too): Drug abuse
in Alcoholics Anonymous ...
Students (shouting): No way.

Gusher (trying to shout
above them): Relevant ...

Students (drowning him
out): No way! No way!

Gusher (flashing a- con-
cilhatory V sign): Okay kids. |

mean, right on. We'll bag the
anthology and concentrate on
the novels.

Fabian Shawcross: Not so
fast, Sandy. You've got A Farewell
to Arms onthis list. I'm not having
any Hemingway, thank you very
much. My conscience doesn't

permit me to read a blatant
glorification of war.
Gusher. But he doesn't

exactly glorify ...

Debby Sypher: Angd I thinkit's
terrible for you to ask us toread a
book called The Idiot. | don't
beleive anybody ought to be
labelled an idiot. A person can't
help it if she’s a little slower than
other people, and we ought totry
to understand her, not label her
an idiot and ridicule her and ...

Gloria Steinmetz:Women in
Love is definitely out. D.H.
Lawrience was a jingoist for male
despotism, who considered
women as only sexual objects.
No way I'm reading him.

Girl students: No way.

Gusher: You've sold me.
You've convinced me. (He tears
up -the syllabus.) Everybody will
make out his own syllabus - her
own syllabus. Beautiful. Read the
litereature he - she wantstoread.
At each class we'll have a
different discussion leader, do-
Ing his own ...

Clark Rudd: Sandy. what's
with this “class” bit? You've got to
be kidding.

Gusher: Class bit? Oh, | dig
you. Regular classes are pretty
dehumanizing, aren’t they? What
| had in mind was a minimum of
class meetings, say one a-month,
in an unstructured situation ...

Kimberly Klopnitz: Personal-
ly. I reject the sterile artificiality of
a monthly meeting. Formalism
like this gets in the way of real

education. How can | pursy
learning freely and openly whey,
am held to the empty ritual g
monthly discussions?

Students: Right on!

Gusher: Class meetings ar
entirely  optional.  Freshmg,
English should stress interper.
sonal communication ang
relating to literature In
meaningful way. Do this in yoy
own way. Turn in a four-pag
paper every other week on ap
theme ...

Shelley-May Byrd: |
schedule, like, paralyzes
spontaneity! | have to feel what|
write - | can'tforce out four pages
on a rigid schedule.

Mohammed Brown: Why
should | turn in my papers to you
anyway? | object to the ety
concept of human relations thg
allows one individual to judge
another’s achievement.

Students: Right on!

Gusher: But f you don
cometo any classes orturn inany
papers, how am | to grade you

Students (in an indignan
roar): Grade us!

Sibil Steen. We're sick of thi
exploitation by authority figures,
Gusher. I'm much better able
judge how well I'm fulfilling my
individual goal than you are. [
grade myself.

Gusher: 1 dig you, man. Self-
grading. Groovy! Learning com
pletely free! Creativity totaly
uninhibited! There's no limit 1
what you guys and gals can do
with this course. Beautiful! Ang
at the end of the semester you
make your own value-judgemen,
and give vyourself the grade
you've earned. It's a real break
through. Just leave a card inmy
mailbox telling me your grade
and I'll pass it on to the registrar.

Shawcross.: Leave a cardn

your mailbox? Screw that
Gusher. Why should we come
running over here to vyour

mailbox? The day of the student
as nigger is over. You reportto
us, each of us individually, and
collect the grades.

Students: Right on.

Gusher (lifting his hand for
silence and speaking in a slow,
husky voice): Brotkers, | wantto
thank you for the honesty and
openness of this dialogue. You
have taught me sornething about
a meaningful search for i
dividual truth. There s an
idealism in your generation thal
makes me feel humble. I-| hope
(chokes a little) - | hope | canlive
up to it in my own search for
meaningful truth. Peace
brothers, and I'll see you at the
end of the semester.

CURTAIN

scene Two: a phone booth inthe
~corridor
outside the classroom

Gusher: Hello Marge. You
can finish packing. We can ge
away earlier than | expected. I'e
just been on the blowerto Travel
Tex and they're putting us on?d
flight to Madrid tonight. Yes, the
whole semester - Well, actually
we’ll have to come back a day Of
two before the end of the
semester. What? - Because | have
to go around to each of seventy’
one students and pick up hi
grade and that'll take at least day.
Some of these pads are miles
from the campus. What? - Hel
no, | can't ask them to bring the
grades to me. No way! This s
1976, Marge. Students arent
niggers any more, damn it!




