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I{aving learned a littie of the history sud charactei
of the. man we were next ta visiL, I iras prepared tc
set hum right. H. had been a professing Christian,
It appears he nom keeps two wives-not opeuly, how-
ever; h. is lawfully married ta one. Iu mny experi-
ence 1 bave found it alimost always necessary ta, kunow
something of the past~ histary of the person ta whom
I mish ta apeak ou religions mnatters for Lbe firat time;
if ulo, I may corne away with false impressions. We
found this man aud s neigh bor buildings a mail dweli-
in-house. W. st dowu on tiie logei for a chat.
Having spoken ta the. neighbor I then Lurned ta the.
persan lu ques4tion, and for over an hour talked ta
hini. Duriug this timne h. confessed mnauy « petty
faults, sud made excuses, but ail I could do h.
would not hint at the. great crime of his lifeAt length 1 was obliged ta tellhinu plainly of hie sin.
This silenced himin; sud then I gave him a littie plain
talk. W. then went inta bis Lent ta have prayer, after
which we were prepa.red ta xniove on. But reeelving
an invitation ta " dine,» wve sat downi suad had placed
before ns a dish of wild rice boiled lu méuceiêmanvpy
(rie soup). There mas but anc dish snd one spoon
for myself aud interpreter, with a tin cup for te&. lu
this may I got credit for eating sud drinking mny
share, mhich I fear 1 shonld not have received under
different circunistauces. However I allomed this ta,
suffice for a xnidday meal, sud on me ment.

I have seldomn been asked by Indians ta est mith
theni; but when I am, I dou't like ta refuse. Out of
kinduess they wish ta share wiLli us, what they have,
aud should me refuse Lhey are greatly mounded. There
have been Limes when, if I had refnsed ta appreciate
such hoaspitality, mny influence for good amoug themu
wauld have been grestly iujurcd. Duriug the rest of
the. day me irere able ta visit several famnilles sud
had a very profitable sud interesting imie-takiug,
reading, siugiugr sud praying.

Next day, out again. W. f'>uud somne mia euquired
inta our teaching, aud mished ta unders4tand tue plan
of salvation; aLliers, wiia were already prof es.sing
Christisus, promised to be morc active; mhile others
had no desire ta change their wsy of living for that of
Ciiristlanity. Ta give suytblng 11k. a detailed report
of Lthe da.y'a mark irould, I fear, occupy taa mucli of
your Lune; yet àL mould be fully as interestiug, if uaL
more so, than wbat I have already written. But, b.-
fore dismuissing this part of tue subject, I mish to, ssy
a mord more about Tommy Thomas, th. pagan with
tiro mives. Ou entering his house 1 spake ta hlmn lu
Cree,snd aked how h wa. He replied tiist he w
ly pory for lie bad been sick .I'uost all summer-

1 had already spoken of more than, one? Re re-
plied :

" Tell the Praying Chief 1 amn glad to have hlm corme
to see me, and pray for me; 1 am a poor, hclpless
ereature. Tell the praying, people to pray for me. 1
want ta be riglit aud do right. Pray for me, pray for
mie," etc,

1 then pointed out to him the only path of duty and
safety. It seemcd almnostimpos.sible that such achangye
could take place ln the mind of any one as I witnessed
in this mani. But tira years ago, or a littie more, he
positively refused ta have auything ta do with our
Christianity.

Having completed these visits, a publie service iras
held in tIie neir schoolhouse, whici, although not
finished, mas fltted up for the occasion. It is a fine,
commodious building. Would do credit ta any clvi-
lized commnunity. It has been built wholly by the
Indians,

IFroin the outset 1 have been tryiug to educate these
people ta support those who are sent among themi as
iii.sionarie8. They coiienced bya.i.tn Bro. Bear
over a year ago, which they dld lu no shabby may.

At tht close of the meeting I stated that, as they
iiad no teaciier nor miasionary, 1 mould try ta visiL
themn of ten d uring the winter-eay once a month. But
a-s this would inereas eb. e8e whlch the coui-
mnittee mnight uaL alloir, 1 would ask them to, aid in
lessening the expenses. They had displayed such
courage and self-deniàl iu the. erection of the. hous,
that 1 could hardly press for much, but if they could
ta begin, promise to, supply flsh for dog-fced it would
be an item, which lu the end would count. But, as I
had noL previously mentioned thia, I would allow themn
Limie to conamider aud afterward report. Experieuce
had taugiit me uaL ta expect sudden responses ta snch
requestes. 1 once proposed aoiuething lik. this at
Norway Hanse, and wnited for a reply, but was met
with asileuc4 which dld uaL mean consent, and was
tald afterward that the proposition iras riglit, but came
upon themn Loo mudden. If they had had tim. to talk
the. maLter over, there would have been no hesltatiou.

But on Luis occasion I iras surpriscd to hear one say:
I don't think lu a maLter of this kind me need ta

hold a council meeting before syiug what we cau do;
for my part, I shall do waL I arn able." Auother and
suother spoke lu 11k. manner. Wh.ei I vi8lted Poplar
River in the early part of Deoember, the. fiali were on
baud aL the H.TB.C. store. 1 theu asked tiiem ta, sup-
ply fish for a week or two in January next andsa
home for my man, aud I mould atay with them longer
than I had doue on~ any previous occasion. To this
Lhey willingly agreed. 1 have some hope of Poplar
River yet.


